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I had been  happy la s t  night, when I had seen  Lyndon's light out at

e lev en , and had read m y se lf  to s leep  on N icholas and A lexandra. .

But th is m orning when I went in, I found that he waked up about two

o 'c lo ck , had w orked stea d ily  a ll through the night, until s ix , then he had

turned out the ligh t and s}.ept fitfu lly  until 7:30.

N e v e r th e le ss , he w as in  a good hum or, w ith a so rt of ser en ity  that

has se ttled  on him  these la s t  few  d ays. Things are just as  bad a s  they

could p o ss ib ly  be, it s e e m s , and y et he is  ca lm , ch eerfu l, and in sp ir e s

confidence in  those who are around h im .

T h is  m orning, big new s - he stepped on the s c a le s ,  and they tee ter ed

at 200, a litt le  b it too heavy, took off h is  g la s s e s , with a trium phant look

in  m y d irection , and handed them to m e, and the sca le  se ttled  at 1 9 9 -1 /2 .

I w ent to the pool and had m y 30 lap s and then to Jean L ou is.

And back in  tim e to join L iz and Sharon^and Wolf Von Eckardt*^*in the

Library,5^or lunch. Our m iss io n  w as to begin exp loring what I could

talk about to the a rch itec ts  in the northw est in June.

Wolf is  sm art, lo v es  h is  subject, urbanization, and is  a good conduit

to the W ashington P o st, to educate the people o f W ashington on m any of the

prob lem s of the c ity . What I p articu larly  wanted to talk,;to him  about was*,j2-^

'Ii s  there anybody doing r ea lly  great shopping ce n te r s . I traveled  so  much  

by h e lico p ter s  and it  i s  v ery  d iscouraging to look  down to s e e  a c r e s  and 

a c r e s  of cem en t, covered  w ith a sea  of au tom obiles, om«
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surrounding a c lu ster  of bald, m onotonous s to r e s .

I lik ed  the lin e  from  G ertrude S t e in / in  M ort's b o o k ^ T h e r e 's  no th ere , ' -  

th ere . No p erson a lity , ch aracter , no se n se  of p lace.

And a lso  I w anted to a sk  h im , b ecau se he said  th ere 's  an ab so lu te ly

grea t fillin g  station , a prototype of fillin g  station , being done in  Finland_;__

there w as anywhere in  th is country»^hat such an attem pt w as being m ade.

Y es , there w as, by M ob ilf. He p rom ised  to find m e ,? ^ e  m an in  the Compaiiiy ' 

who w as resp on sib le  for it.

We a lso  d iscu ssed  the aw ards this spring, the F ir s t  JLady’s aw ards for  

e x c e llen c e  in  d esign  or landscaping to a b u sin ess  estab lish m en t, a n eigh b or-

hood, a public building. I think, I hope, h e’l l  give them som e encouragem ent, 

son® pat on the head.

At any rater-^ en joyed  h im ,./^ ^  learn ed  som ething. And leav in g  L iz  

and Sharon to w ork lon ger^ ^  d r esse d  in  m y iv o ry  chiffon Stavropolous, arid 

w ent down to the L incoln  Sitting Room to m eet Madam"^houmatoff.

I approached the portrait w ith fear and trem bling, but I m u st sa y  I 

lik ed  it , and m y  sittin g s  a re  actu ally  a p lea su re . M adam ^^oum atoff is  a

h igh ly  entertain ing ta lk er, although she keeps right on w orking. I cannot 

understand how she can apply her m ind both to w orking and talking.

T his tim e she- told m e about h er life  in R u ssia . She showed m e a p icture  

of h er hom e in  the Ukrain?^ It m i^ t  have been  m y U n cle  H arry's house in
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Selm a, A labam a. The sta te ly  w hite colum ns, a G reek facad e, sta te ly  beautiful

tr e e s  and shrubbery. She sa id  R u ssian  country life  w as very  lik e  it is  here»„>^^
as a

in V irg in ia . She sa id  that she had lefta ix tise  v ery  young wom an, with her  

husband, who w as on a D iplom atic m is s io n  for the sky governm ent to

th is country. When they a rr iv ed  h ere , they found that there w as no K ^ m s k y  

governm ent, the rea l h o locau st had begun. Then she sa id  the m o st d eligh t- * ” ' 

fu l thing. "M rs. Johnson, it  is  a v ery  great privile^^ge,<^’to suddenly be 

d eprived  of a l l  your w ordly goods," - and then added in  an a sid e , "that i s ,  

if  you’re 20 and in good health . " T hey brought only the c lo th es for  a short

- - journey, and a litt le  jew elry . ' " - . ’ . .. ,

r  ■
I asked  h er  if  she had any idea, when they le f t^ o f  what w as im pending  

in  R u ssia . She sa id , "Not the s lig h test . " and even when i t  happened, they  

thought everyth ing would se ttle  down again, and then in  about two yearsr^they  

w o u l^ ^ lith e ly  hom e.

The two hours p a ssed  sw iftly . Tom orrow  w ill be the la s t  sitting.aaxi 

jQagi^hen/^ went down to Jim K etchum 's o ffice , looked  at the Walt Kuhn, 

a la rg e  canvas of v ery  bright pum pkins. I thought it  m ight be good in  the 

L ib rary  of a country hom e, but not on the second  flo o r  of the White H ouse.

Then I looked  at M rs. Trum an’s p ortra it by G reta Kempton. It's  

r e a lly  quite n ice . We’d se t  a date for  the hanging. I talked to M rs. Trum an. 

A la s , she w ill not be h ere, but M argaret w ill, and I a sk ed  her to bring a ll  

/'■ ' the boys.



r

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I H O T O H

T uesday, M arch 5, 1968 Page 9

Then A shton and I c lea red  m y desk , a raonum ental job, and we both  

w ent d ow n sta irs, to join Lynda’s party in the Blue R oom . She had shown 

the m ovie  of h er w ed d in g ,/to  asm all group of frien ds and sta ff people who 

had w orked so  hard on it .  It w as, in  a way, so rt o f a goodby party to ' 

W ashington, though nobody m entioned it.

- T here w ere  b rid esm aid s P h y llis  Bonari^J, M arie F ehm er and M rs. J erry  ' ' ' 

G iles, and W arrie Lynn; u sh ers  Doug D a v id so n ,^ ^ d  F red  W idecuss; and 

h o sts  at the w onderful p a r tie s , Tom and M ary Clark, and the B ill  D eason s, 

and the John F lem in g s. They had com e down to spend the night; and the Jack  

H ights; and the A v er lll H arrim ans.- I am alw ays enorm ously  f la ttered  by ' ' ' 

their k indness to m y ch ildren . And Marta and Stu R oss; and W arren W oodward, 

W oody, w ith a funny story , that when he got a c a ll at 7 o 'c lo ck  in  the morning^-Si—- 

to a sk  could he get three trucks and two b u se s ,- -^ t  to the a irp ort, to 

accom odate the p r e ss  and a ll of their eq u ip m en t,^ y  10 o 'c lo ck , he knew that 

it  w as a cam paign y ea r .

And such hard working participants in  the wedding as B e s s , cind L iz , 

and T om m y A tkins, and Sandy Fox, and H enry H aller, and M ary K altm an,

' and Bob Knuds en.

It w as a happy party. T hese two .young people are  v ery  m uch loved , 

and nobody sa id  a word, about their leav ing  and everybody thought about it .

I stayed  about an hour and then back u p sta irs . L ynda,/and C h u c k ,/^ d  

Cl:>. : the F lem in gs joined  us p resen tly , and we had a quiet, com panionable drink.
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M athilda is  h ere , attending a sem in ar at Johns Hopkins, som e, 

sc ie n tif ic  thing, and she w as w ith u s.

And fin a lly  Lyndon cam e hom e at a fa ir ly  reasonable hour, and w as  

courteous and kindly, although I could te ll h is m ind w as far away from  the 

dinner table con versation .

He had had one simall v ic to ry , the Senate had voted  cloture on the C iv il ~ " 

R ights debate, and it  looks lik e  now we m ight get a b ill, including Open 

H ousing. My h eartgoes out to h im , h e 's  working so  hard, a u d it 's  a c r u e l 

p ro sp ect ev ery  way you turn.

C hief M ills  cam e and I had a rub, and w as in bed at a fa ir ly  e a r ly  hour.

# # # # # # #


