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I had been happy last night, when I had '.'s'een Ljrndon's light out at

: eleven,' and had read myself to eleep on Nichola.s and Alexandra. -

" But this mornmg when I went 1n, I found that he waked up about two

o clock had worked stead11y all through the mght unt11 S1x, then he had

’ turned out the 11ght and slept fitfully untll 7: 30

Nevertheless, he was in a ‘good humor, w1th a sort of serenlty that _

- has settled on “him these tast few days, '_ Things axe.just as bad as they -

could possibly be, it seems, and yet he is calm, chearful, and inspires’

confidence in those who are around him.

' This morning‘.‘ big n’ews”—'heétebpe’d'.on the s'calhes, and they 'teetered '

i at 200 a 11ttle bit too heavy, took off hlS glasses, w1th a tnumpha.nt look

in my d1rect10n, a.nd handed them to me, and the scale settled at 199 1/2
I went to the pool a.nd had my 30 laps and then to Jean Lou1s. o
And back in t1me to Jom L1z and Sharon,?and Wolf Von Eckard%x the -

Library for lunch. - Our mission was to begm explormg what I could”

- 'talk aboutvto the architects in the northwest in June. '

Wolf 1s sma.rt, loves hzs sub_]ect, urbamza.tmn, and 1s a good condu1t

: to the Washmgton Post, to educate the people of Washmgton on ma.n}t of the
\_--problems of the city. What I part:.cularly wanted to talk to h1m about was ‘,p// :
is there an)tbody doing realty gr‘eat'shoppmg centexjs?. _I .traveled 80 much
t'byihelicopter.s and it is bvery diecouraging to look‘down to see acres and'

acres of cement, covered with a sea of automobiles, euwsrouwngilestyitia,.
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‘surrounding a cluster of bald, monotonous stores.
I liked the line from Gertrude Stein;{n Morxt's book.l\.Th'erefs no there,

there. No personality, character, no sense of place.

And also I wanted to ask him, because he said there's an absolutely

| great "ﬁlling statiori, a prototype of‘filling station, bein.g done iu Finl'and._'\‘

,{f there wa.s anywhere in th1s country*e_that such an attempt was bemg made.

Yes. there was, by Mob1lq He promised to flnd me?t/he man in the Company

by who was respon31ble for it. |

We also dlscussed the awards this spnng, the F1rst Lady s awards for .

F S

excellence in des:.gn or landscapmg to a buszness estabhshment, a nelghbor- '

_ | hood, a pubhc bu11d1ng I.think, I hope, he'll give them_ some encouragement',‘

' sore pat on the head.

At auy rate;/al/enjoyed him, and learned somethi.ng.b | And leav-lng Liz

and Sharon to work 1onger//1 dressed in my 1vory ch1ffon Stavropolous, and

‘went down to the Lincoln Slttlng Room to meet Madam Shournatoff

I approached. the portralt with fear and trembling, ‘but I must say 1

liked 'it," aud my‘ sittings a.re'-actually a pleasure. Madama/Shoumatoff isa -

'h1gh1y entertalnmg talker, although she keeps r1ght on workmg. I cannot

derstand how she can apply her mmd both to workmg and talk1ng
This time she- told me about her life in Russia. She showed me a picture

of her home in the Ukrain?) It might have_been my Uncle Harry's‘hlouse in
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Selma, ’ Al_a.hama.. - The stately white columns, a Greek facade, stately beautiful

trees ‘and shrubbery, . - She sa1d Russian country 11fe was very like 1t is here./@/
o as a : '
in Virginia. She sa1d that she had left stxtve very young woman, w1th her

»bhusband who was on a Dlplomatlc mission for the Kor}msky government to
- th1s country. When they arnved he re, they found that there was no Kpnnsky

| i'government, the real holocaust had begun. Then she sa1d the most de11ght-" “

ful th1ng. | "Mrs. Johnson, it is a very great privileage/tg suddenly be
deprwed of all your wordly goods," - and then added in an a81de, "that is, |

1£_,'you‘re 20 and in good health. " They brought only the clothes for a short

'--journey, ’and a little jewelry‘.jﬁ‘“ ' T ﬁ.. SRS L T v'.'"“""‘“l""‘"”.

' ¢
I asked her 1f she had an')r 1dea, When they left,/of what was 1mpendmg

in Russw.. She sa1d ','_Not the shghtest. " and even .when it happened, ‘ they

thought everything would settle down again, and then_ in about two years.jﬁxey .

woul blithely home.
| The two hours passed sw1ft1y. Tomorrow w111 be the last s1tt1ng ama:k

%&jhenf/l went down to J1rn Ketchum s off1ce, looked at the Walt Kuhn, " :

‘al large canvas of very br1ght pumpklns. I thought 1t m1ght be good in the
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L1brary of a country home, ‘but not on the second floor of the Whlte House.

: Then I looked at Mrs. Truman‘s portrait by.Greta Kempton.. 'It's

‘really quite nice. We'd set a date for the hangmg. I talked to Mrs. Truman 3

Alas, she w111 not be here, but Margaret w111 and I asked her to brmg all

the boys.




went downstalrs, to Jom Lynda's party in the Blue Room. She had shown

| the movie of her weddmg,}/to asmall grOup of friends and staff people who

. Washington, though nobody mentmned it.

;l:he.u' kmdness to my _ch1ldren. And Marta and Stu Ross; and Warren Woodwar.d, |

" Woody, Wiﬁh a 'funny"story; that when he got a call at 7 o'clock in the mornin‘g,}v—/ L
accomodate the press and all of their equipment/’{y 10 o'clock, he knew that
: and Tomm Yy Atkms, and Sand)r Fox, and Henry Haller, and Mary Kaltman, S
' and Bob Knudsen. - o

'and nobody said a word about the1r leaving and’ everybody thought about it.
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: Then Ashton and I cleared my desk, a rnonurn ental job, and we both -

had worked S0 hard on it. It was, ina way, sort of a goodby party to

3

There were br1desma1ds Phylhs Bonarfb Marle Fehmer and Mrs. Jerry
P
Glles, and Warrle Lynn ushers Doug Dav1dson/!’a/nd Fred W1decuss, and

hosts at the wonderful partles, Tom and Mary Clark, and the B111 Deasons,

and the John Flemings. ' The3r had come down to spend the night; and the Jack

nghts and the Averﬁ.l Harnmans. I- am always enormously flattered by T

o

to ask could he get three trucks and two buses,/ccfxt.io the airport,j‘.to
it was a .campaign ).rear. B
And such hard workzng part1c1pants in the wedding as Bess, and L1z, .
- It was a happy party; The se two young people are very much loved

/ .
1 stayed about an hour and then back upsta1rs. Ly—nda,)/nd Chuck,/and :

the: Flernmgs Jonxed us presently, and we had a qulet, companmnable drlnk
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* 'Mathilde is here, a.tt‘ending' a seminar at Johns Hopkins, some.

- scientific thing, and she was with us,

' And finally Lyndon came home at a fairly reasonable hour, and was

. courteous and kindly, although I could tell his mind was far away from the

~ dinner table conversation, -

“* - He had had one ‘small victory, the Sehaté had'voted cloture on the Civil® ~ = * s

 Rights debate, and it looks like now we might get a bill, including Open

-Houéing. My heart goes out to him, he's working so hard, and it! s a cruel

' prospect every way you turn.

~~ " Chief Mills came and I had a rub, and wés in bed at a fairly early ho'u‘:-:; : o
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