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I w en t down in  the m orn in g  for  an  eye ch eck -u p  w ith  D r. B e r k e le y ,  

and then  b a ck  u p sta ir s  to w ork  a t m y  d esk  w ith  A sh ton , and had lunch  on  

a tra y . W orked on p arty  l i s t s ,  and d ic ta ted  L ib ra ry  le t t e r s .

T he f ir s t  ev en t of the. day. w as the sw ea r in g  in  of C . R . Sm ith , in  the 

E a s t  R oom  at one o 'c lo c k . T he changing of the guard i s  ra th er  freq u en t  

th e se  d a y s , co m in g  in  and going out. T h is  one had a n ic e  fe e l in g , a  v e r y  ; : ; . 

d ifferen t fe e lin g , low  key, c a su a l, good hu m ored . C o n g ress  w a s  fu lly  

r e p r e se n te d , and for  the m om en t, c o r d ia l. And b u s in e s s  w as th ere  in  

fu ll  fo r c e  -  and th ere  w as so m e Sm ith fa m ily , n ot a g rea t d e a l. A young  

_ m an  whom  I took to be C . R',s son , whom  I had n e v e r  m e t b e fo re  - and h is  „ . 

s i s t e r .  It w as from  h e r  that .l found that F lo r e  Sm ith, whom  I had known  

b ack  in  U n iv e r s ity  d a y s, an^other s i s t e r  o f C. R . , w a s  dead.

We stood  in  l in e  in  the B lu e R oom , *)|̂ a fa  ■wcra Q feficials from  the C o m m erce  

D ep artm en t, from  C apito l H ill, and from  the B u s in e s s  w orld  f i le d  b y ,/ t o  w ish  . 

C .R . good lu ck . It g iv e s  m e a q u iet sa t is fa c t iQ n ,/ lo ^ a v e  him  jo in  u s .

Lyndon h a s  s o  m any good m en , and th ey  g iv e  so  much^'-^^d i t  i s  not 

enough. It s e e m s  that the w h ole  w o r ld  around u s  i s  in  a  s ta te  o f tu rm o il. 

T e a c h e r s  a r e  w alk ing out bn a s tr ik e , h ere  in  W ashington, in  m any p la c e s .  ’ 

Students n e a r ly  ev ery w h ere  a r e  r a is in g  v o ic e s  o f a n g er .

U p s ta ir s , I found that A ndre M ey er , who had com e down for the 

sw ea r in g  in , w as stay in g  for  lunch w ith  Lyndon. I w as p le a se d . That w a s  . 

one o f th ose  of the m om en t th ings I w as. su re  that jBsaesc Lyndon had
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don e. H e 's  so  good  a t that. He w as tied  up for a m ornent, and so  I sa t in  

the Y e llo w  R oom  and ta lk ed  to A n d re. I fin d  him  en o rm o u sly  in te r e s t in g ,  

and I'm  v e r y  f la t te r e d  that he s e e m s  to lik e  m e .

And then I  w en t in  for  m y  fin a l$ itt in g  w ith  M a d a m -^ o u m a to ff . A fter  

about 30 m in u te s , sh e  sa id  "You know, I w ish  that w e cou ld  sh ow  i t  to so m e  

.on e . ; I  n eed  som  e h e lp . M rs. Johnson , th ere  c o m e s  a  tim e w h en  you n eed  

to g et so m e o n e 's  op in ion  on i t ."  I sa id , "My husband is  h avin g  lunch r ig h t  

down the h a ll , and a gen tlem an  w ith  him *^^ho know s a  good d e a l about a r t . " 

She sa id , " L et's  a s k  them  to c o m e . ", So I w ent to the din ing ro o m , and to  

;m y d e lig h t they,,w ere s t i l l ,th e r e ,, and I said,, "W ill you do som eth in g  for m e ,. ,
• " ■

that w i l l  take f iv e  m in u te s . " " Y es. " "Then co m e down in  a few  m in u te s ,  

to the L in co ln  Sitting R oom , "

So,, p r e se n t ly , th ey  w alk ed  in .' I fe lt  lik e  I w ould b u rst, fo r  about 30 

s e c o n d s , and then both of th em , s im u lta n eo u s ly  sa id , "I lik e  i t .  I l ik e  it  

v e r y  m u ch . "

Lyndon w en t on to sa y  that he lik ed  the h a ir  and the e y e s ,  but that 

so m eth in g  n eed ed  to b e  done about the n eck . Madam^^l^oumatoff sa id , "You 

h ave a  good ey e .. It i s  not f in ish ed . I am  going to take the p o r tr a it  t /ith  

m e and w ork  on it  for  a  w e ek  o r  tw o. What you s e e  ju st r e p r e s e n ts  the 

b eg in n in g , ju st a sk e tch , that i s  b e lo w  the fa c e .

A ndre w a s m o s t  la v ish  in  h is  ap p rova l and I don't know who w a s the  

m o r e  r e lie v e d , MadamS^Shoumatoff or m e .
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W hen they le f t , w e h ea v ed  a g rea t sigh  of r e l ie f ,  and I o r d e r e d  som e  

tea , and w e sa t  and co n g ra tu la ted  each  oth er on our good fo rtu n e . M adam  

Shoum atoff w il l  take it  w ith  h e r . B y E a s te r  tim e i t  w il l  b e  rea d y , a l l  f in ish e d , 

v a r n ish e d , and can  be show n to the m e m b e r s  o f the W hite H ouse H is to r ic a l  

A ss o c ia t io n , w ho have o rd ered  it  for  the White H o u se , and who w i l l  say  

w h eth er  i t  su its  them  or not. , ^

J u st a s  he le f t  the room , Lyndon had lo ok ed  back  o v er  h is  shoixlder, 

and sa id , " T e ll h er  sh e  can s ig n  up to s ta r t  painting m e , r ig h t a w a y ."

N e ith er  sh e  or I c a r r ie d  it  any further, than that, but th is  i s  w hat I had b een  

hoping f o r /^ n d  a fter  E a ste r , w hen w e s e e  the fin a l r e s u lt s ,  th e n /^ e r h a p s ,   ̂ ■ 

w e can  r a is e  the su b jec t of h is  p o r tra it.

She to ld  m e  so m eth in g  so  d e lig h tfu l. She‘s going to do a s m a ll ,  

c o lo r e d  sk e tch  of m y  fa v o r ite  T h om as J e ffe r so n  p o r tra it, the R em b ra n d t-  

P e ^ e  in  the B lue R oom , and it  w il l  be m y  v e r y  own] I am  a b so lu te ly  

d e lig h ted . I c a lle d  to g e t a  photo of i t  and by four o 'c lo c k  w e w e r e  a l l  

through and I w a s b a ck  a t m y d esk , w ork in g  and reco rd in g .

And then  in to  the apple g r e e n  c r e p e , to go d o w n sta irs  for  the r e c e p tio n  

fo r  D em o cra tic  State C h airm en . Lyndon w a s a l i t t le  la te , so  I w en t in to  

the B lu e  R oom  and w en t fro m  group to group, John C r isw e ll  tak ing  m e  

around ,

I knew  v e r y  few  of them  -  W ill D av is  from  T e x a s , o f  c o u r se ;  and Joe  

C a rr  from  T e n n e sse e ;  and ta ll, a ttra c tiv e  B il l  K err , I a lw a y s  l ik e  to be
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rem in d ed  of Senator K err . .

W hen Lyndon c a m e ,? ^ w h isp e r e d  to him.-'^^hat I w a s go in g  to have to 

le a v e  b e fo r e  6 :30 , and h e  w as v e r y  n ic e  about it .

We a l l  f i le d  in to  the State D ining R oom . I did not s i t  in  the fro n t row , and  

A l i t t le  b e fo r e  6:30 , b y  a rra n g em en t, j e r r y  cam e in  and lea n ed  o v e r  and spoke  

t o m e ,  and that w a s m y  s ig n a l to w a lk  out.

.And then,, in to  m y  pink la c e  d r e s s ,  fe e lin g  te r r ib ly  se lf - in d u lg e n t , and  

out to the D avid  L loyd  6-ye a ge-3?s. I to ld  them  I could  n o t s ta y  fo r  d in n er, 

but i t  w a s a tr e a t, a g ift , to spend  an hour se e in g  th e ir  h ou se  w h ich  P h ilip  

^  Joh n son  had done, and th eir  w onderftil a r t  c o lle c t io n  d isp la y ed  on i t s  w a lls .

F i r s t  w e w en t in to  the L ib ra ry , and th ere  w e re  Joe and Susan  M ary  

A lso p ; P h ilip  Johnson , to g iv e  u s a gu ided  tour of the h ou se; and John W alker, 

to d is c u s s  the c o lle c t io n . We a ll  had  a drink and then c a rry in g  i t ,  b eg a n  to  

w an d er through the h a lls  and th e .liv in g  room , and the v a s t  din ing room  and  

out onto the m o s t  b eau tifu l p orch , w ith  a superb  v iew  o f the c ity  sp r ea d  out 

b e lo w , and y o u 're  a b so lu te ly  su rrou nd ed  b y  tr e e s .  It m u st be h e a v e n ly  in ,  

sp r in g , in  sum  m e r , and  fa l l /  It w as an im p r e s s iv e  and d ram a tic  s c e n e , J ^  

on th is  b itin g  w in ter  n igh t.
'' th ere  a re

T he h o u se  i s  m ad e oitravertine^ and ihracarches and g rea t o p e n n e s s  Ktfc 

and e x p a n se s  o f g la s^  and a  l it t le  in te r io r  cou rt y a rd , fu ll o f lu sh , tr o p ic a l  

P’la n ts .  I do not fin d  i t  a t a l l  c o z y , but i t ' s  a b eau tifu l se ttin g  fo r  the p a in tin g s.
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and the B onnard  that I had fa llen  in  lo v e  w ith ^ is  r ig h t a t the fro n t d oor.

T h ey  have two o th er  B onnards; a  M onet o f  the sa m e  p la ce  that the one at 

the W hite H ou se i s ,  on ly  done in  a  d ifferen t lig h t, m orn in g , h ^ sa id . And 

an oth er  en o rm o u s M onet o f w a ter  l i l i e s .  And Van Gogh'^s, G auguins, R o d in s, 

a  M a tis se  - m an y that I didn’t know - s e v e ia l  D eg a s, and  quite a  fe w .p ie c e s  

o f saliilp ture, am on g them  so m e  M oores and a Y a ch a m etti, and a  L>i|Ucl]̂ t 

and in  the c o r n e r , a p re-C o lu m b ia n  p ie c e .

.^ ^ r fh en  th ere  w as a w hole  room  of b r igh t, m e a n in g le s s , a b s tr a c ts ,  

that som eh ow  ir r ita te  m e .-

LtZ -

And then w e w ent d o w n sta irs  to a w h ole  room  fu ll o f P ic a s s o s ,  s e v e r a l  

of them  g a in tin g s  of the w om en he had liv e d  w ith . T h ese  too, ir r ita te  m e .

I do not lik e  w o m en  w ith  four e y e s , or t'sftb mouthf., or no m outh . I m u st sa y  

though, I cou ld  s e e  the fe e lin g  com in g  through. One o f the w om en,-^v^s 

to ta lly  s e r e n e  and a ccep ta n t, in  sp ite  o f h er  m ix ed  up fe a tu r e s . ^

And an oth er  to ta lly  sh arp  and bitchy^ /^^uch too quick,^Tt*was n e a r ly  

e ig h t o 'c lo c k , and I knew  th ey 'd  be s ittin g  down to d in n er, s o  I  sa id  majay 

thanks and goodby.

- .
ArgjisfeaB d rove  to the G on ella  r e s id e n t e ,  having ch eck ed  on the te lep h on e  

and found that Lynda and Chuck w e re  out th ere . I've n e v e r  see n  A sh to n 's  

h o u se . H er a d orab le  l it t le  boy w a s s e a te d  so lem n ly  at the h ead  of the s t a ir s ,  

su rv ey in g  ev ery b o d y  who c a m e . H e's  one of the c u te s t  y o u n g ster s  I e v er  

sa w . E v eryb od y  th ere  w as an old  fr ien d  -  a dozen  or so  C o n g r e ssm e n ,
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m o s t ly  fro m  T e x a s , or  L o u is ia n a  - the D ea so n s , the M ille r s , M ary R ath er;  

T om  C o rco ra n , w ho sa id  he w anted  to ta lk  to m e so m e tim e  about M a rg a ret  

J o sep h in e . I p u rp o se ly  did not ta lk  to Lynda and Chuck u n til tim e  to le a v e ,  

and then I g a th ered  them up and w e h ead ed  b ack  to the W hite H ou se , thinking  

that w e w ould  h ave  d inner w ith  daddy, ju st.fh e  four o f u s .

A nd then I got a ,c a l l  from  him  -  he w as on the w ay, w ould  I turn around  

and m e e t  h im  a t the G o n e lla s . With a s ig h , I le)ft the ch ild ren  out and th ey  

w en t on to sa y  goodby to Doug D avid son , and I  ca lcu la ted  the m in u te s , took  

a  ch a n ce , and w en t on to the White H ou se , and s lip p ed  in to  the b a c k se a t  of 

h is  ca r  a s  L y n d o n .em erg ed  from  h is  o ff ic e . So w e rod e b ack  to - —

A sh to n 's  and I r e e n te r e d , say in g  that I had su ch  a good tim e , I d ec id ed  to  

c o m e  back i

Lyndon l ik e s  to e x p r e s s  h is  c lo s e n e s s  to the peop le  who w ork  w ith  u s ,  

and I think he thought it  w ould  m ean  som eth in g  to A sh ton . He w as bone  

w e a ry  and w e le f t  soon , and to m y  p le a su r e , Lynda and C huck w e r e  w a itin g  

fo r  u s  a t the W hite House*'<'^d the fou r of u s  did  s i t  down to d in nert:^ ^ d  

w e ta lk ed  about th eir  p la n s. T h ey 're  going to h is  p a ren ts  tom orrow , and to 

T ex a s  p rob ab ly  the_next d ay, and on to M exico  Saturday.

Lyndon, in  h is  p a tr ia r c h a l w ay, w anted  to h elp  them  at e v e r y  turn.

D ale  M eeks w il l  f ly  them  to M ex ico , and go b ack  a fter  th em . He hurtd  

w ith  the ap p roach in g  d ep artu re  of C huck and P a tr ick , and h e 's  so  proud of 

them  both . T h ey  have r e a lly  b eco m e  a p art of our fa m ily .  He w ants to
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sp en d  tim e w ith  them , and i s  a l i t t le  hurt i f  th ey  have p lan s to go out and  

sp en d  i t  w ith  fr ien d s  th e ir  own a g e . But w ith  a cu r io u s  in s e n s it iv e n e s s ,  

he d idn't know that th ere  a r e  t im e s  w hen you ju st w ajit to be w ith  your v e r y  

own fa m ily , and so  he p ick ed  up the phone and a sk ed  M ath ilde, w ho w as  

our h o u se  g u e s t { I had ju st sen t h e r  a dinner tray  up) to com e down and  

e a t  w ith  u s . She d em u rred . He sa id , "Oh no, ju st h ave your tra y  b rough t  

on down h e r e . " Lynda and I c a s t  e a ch  oth er a g la n ce . If th ere  is  anybody  

w e w ould  be w illin g  to sh a re  the hour w ith , it  i s  the s w e e te s t  o f  fr ie n d s ,  

and you ju st m ig h t a s  w e ll  take h im  a s  he i s .

L yndon, look ing  dead  tir ed , le a n e d  back  in  the e x ec u tiv e  ch a ir  that

he u s e s  for  a  d in ing room  c h a ir , and c lo se d  h is  e y e s ,  and r ea c h e d  o v er  and
L e.

took L yn d a's hand and sa id , "I w ish  I could-U aee-your b u r d e n s . " Lynda  

le a n e d  o v er  and k is s e d  h im , I  knew  that r ig h t b elow  the su r fa c e  th ere  w e r e  

■ t e a r s . . ,

It w a s  a fte r  11 w h en  w e le f t  the dining room  tab le , and I had  a  q u ick  rub  

and to s le e p . _

#  # ■ #  #  #  #  "  ;  ‘


