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It was a day of deep gloom, 11ghtened by the presence of the Knms.

'- _ That is to say, 1t was purveyed in the newspapers, and the TV - it we1ghted
| the‘-a.ir. around me, and I felt it in my very bones, but it was not apparent

in Lyndon.

HlS voice was hardy, he had funny stor1es,9/hen he stopped to ta.lk w1th -

) us, and hlS work on the phone,)/nd 1n rea.d1ng reports/ggund on and on.,

- Inever took off my hat to him more, or felt more tender, |

4

- We were awake that early, and waided through pounds of newsprint,

and Arthur' came down and talked with ust .
A.nd-ﬂm,— I said "Let's go to Dr. Dav1s' to church.” And when I returned =
to the room, dressed about: a quarter of eleven, there was Lyndon, st111

on the phone. But he can break an olympic record for getting dressed, so

“he did and we were out the door in about eight minutes, and walke-d into

church, just in front of the choirv."

- Dr. Davis wa's,preaching on%yhat I thought was comfortably safe,"the

" old time religion{/ Even'so', ‘he had to take a}'slight blast at sorne current‘ e

event, and I braced m"ys’elf.‘

Secretary Rusk came by rlght after church Tomorrow, he goes up -

" on. the Hl].l to test1fy before V. I admlre hlm w1th all my heart., | He is R

a great bulwark of strength, but even he looked weary
Mafterward Lyndon told me someth1ng very touchmg that he had

said, "Your courage' keeps-me g01ng. These days are an exercise of
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sheer spirit.'

. Iwent upb»to the solariurn and Liz came;by, 'straight from one of the

gndlron functlons. ' How I 1ook forward to the t1me I return to this town,

and :_f 1 get 1nv1ted return to. all those gr1d1ron funct1ons! Then she and I/‘/

and Matlnlde worked on a possrble hst for the Women Do -ers Luncheon on

in better health for chlldren, through Head Start%d its work on mentally

‘retarded. Ou.r guests will be divided between professmnals, doctors and

g ‘administrators,' volunteers,"w'ives' from the Hill or Cabinet, Governors wives,‘ :

‘It was well after two when Lyndon phoned up to say he was hungry. We
made some 'g'ood progress' on the list, ,so Mathilde and I joined him'and Arthur;

and we had a del1c1ous lunch of crabmeat crepes%nd salad hardly calculated

‘ to be reducmg, _ but he s been so good,}/so long, and I really w1sh he'd break

over. g

- Afterward Lyndon sa1d ”Let's walk. ar.'ound the South ’groundsv.‘ " He o

‘took a golf club and h1t some balls over toward E1senhower 8 green, and
o we ,walked around in the beaut1fu1 s‘unsh1ne. There are a few"crocus and
the buds are beginning to swell, and in the West Gardeh, ‘one of ‘the 'rnagnolia v

‘ Soula.ngeanas,v-’_-',the one that leans against the house, in the corner, close to

the swim ming 1poo]'.,‘ has a single pink bud opening'.
- Then we went over to the bowling lanes, ‘and Lyndon left after the first .

game/% try to get a nap.l

s ,Clnld Health. . What thJ.s adm1n1stra.t1on has almed at, .in part achleved e

—...who ,haye__wor_ked ,actiyelyb_,onfchi_ldhealth. Murj.el will ‘_be_,,one 'of the speakers. L
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.me fr,ee .for.tthe .rest of the tday.

' he'd rea.d and talked on the pho
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. The Krims said goodby, but not unt11 we ha.d planned to meet aga.in on

Frlday,./g/go to Texas for Lynda‘s b1rthday, ‘and a goodby to Chuck before .

~ he leaves—for ,Camp Pendleton,

.:.'They are often halm and solace to Lyndon, ‘and I am grateful to them,

,for Bein'g' understanding, and warm, : a.nd gay; for fitting into his 1ife so well.

I ‘stayed. and played another game,. and overWhelmed myself by making

. 188 score, the best I've ever made.

Aﬁd en about five o clock,/I went back upstairs, and did enough work .

at my desk and recordmg,/t/o satisfy my Ca1v1mst consc1ence,9/nd leave

B T PO S I

Aad—Lyndon sent word for me to come in, No, he hadn't really slept‘ -

ne,
‘_)
—

. Earlier, 1 had asked him _a.t lunch, suppose someone else were elected

President, what could Mr, X do that you could.not do? He said, he could

unite the country, and start getting some things done, ’ﬁm would-last about .

a yea.r, 4maybe.,two years, 1 think that is vvhat is hea.viest on his mind. ‘Can "

| . he unite the country, or is there 51mp1y too much built up - antagomsm, -

+ -

‘ d1v1s1on, a generalM Wthh may have him, irrevocably, as its focal

2.

: pomt

' The headlmes had said)éat McCarthy was'showing a surge - at least

the Washington Post had - 1n fact, they had practically two full pages devoted
4

to him.  And the Star - Romney urges Rockefeller to enter race in Oregon. .

I think 1tfm1ght well be that we W’lll just go along, and not announce until time
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for the convention, in the manner of Roosevelt in 40 and again in 44, And
then"th_e c'on\v'ren.tion;. and later the people; can just make up their minds. :
l,.yndon called Hubert - he was at the gridiron affairi, he came over

afte_r;;trar'ds. We had a dr1nk and then dmner, Sam Houston Jomed us,

, :and"i't"'w'as an easy-, comfortable evenmg. There s st111 laughter in Hubert,

‘weary and shaken the last few days. And I thought there was hurt in h1s

y . of
voice when he descr1bed some of the actlonsL/Qc:frtain Senators on the Hill.-’_

,.;.bnt;Mn’riel‘ ‘sai;.d: that es'(gen this:.:mo_st, s,turdy and ph1losoph1ca.l.man?éas been: RS e

He sa1d “It‘s bad and 1t‘s gomg to. keep on bemg bad, through the Pr1ma.r1es.‘ :

S th1nk we: m1ght as well brace ourselves for more of the same unt11 the mlddle '

_ of June._"~

. _Those st);'es are coming back on Lyndon's eyes. First one and then the

other, red and swollen and pamful - f1na11y, somet1mes a sty and ma.ybe it :

'Just goes down., I thought, wryly, that 1t sounded more and more 11ke Job

, nevertheless, he is rema1nmg calm, even- tempered rather serenely

plnlosophm about 1t»- that 1s/pol1t1cs. Bu\#h/e war 1tself he is deeply

worned

o So.ended this ‘mel.anchol}'r day, about eleven, with a rub, and a 'complete' N

perusual of Time magazine - no balm, under the circumstances. '
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