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T h is  w as one of those  te r r i f i c ,  p u in m ellin g  W hite H ouse d ay s , th a t 

can  s t r e tc h ,  and  g rin d , and  u se  you - ev en  I who only  live  on the p e r ip h e ry .  

So w h at m u s t  i t  be lik e  fo r  Lyndon.

T he h e a d lin e s  w ere  - K ennedy is  C o n s id e rin g  R ace  A g a in s t Jo h n so n  -

‘  ̂ ' ■ ■ ■ l i  \ V  '  ;  ,

Jo h n so n  U rg es  H ill to A ct on D. C . P ro b le m s  - E o w le r  U rg es  C o n g re s s

-!U-
to A ct on  F is c a l  P ro b le m s , S ig h ts  Gold R ush , W ar, IN fla tion , P le a d s  fo r  - 

T a x  E^^e - '^4ad R ush  in  E u ro p e  G old Buying S k y ro ck e ts .^

Lyndon a sk e d  m e  to  g e t C la rk  and  Abe on the phone an d  a s k  them  to 

com e o v e r  a t  8 : 3 0 ^

I h ad  m e a n t to ge t in  m y  30 la p s  in  the pool, b e fo re  the b ea u ty  p a r lo r ,c ■ • ■"  b u t a  m e e tin g  of th is  g ra v ity  and  in te re s t> -^ a s  too co m p e llin g , an d  so  I

s a t  on the g re e n  so fa  in  the W est H a ll .~
■ ----------------— — ------- — ---------^  '

I  l is te n e d  to th e se  th re e  s tro n g  f r ie n d s  d is c u s s  o u r  fu tu re , an d  o u r 

a c tio n s  and  p la n s . Lyndon is  q u ite  conv inced  K ennedy is  ru n n in g , b u t th en  

he h a s  b een  a l l  a lo n g .

I w en t to M r. P e r s  an d  h ad  a  ru s h  h a ird o , and  w as b ack  a t  the W hite 

H ouse , w ith  ju s t  10 m in u te s  to change b e fo re  the a r r i v a l  c e re m o n y . In to  

m y  g re e n  M a rq u ise  e n se m b le , and  then  to L y n d o n 's  o ffice, r a t t l in g  off 

in s tru c t io n s  to A shton  a s  she w alk ed  b e s id e  m e .

We m a rc h e d  out onto the so u th  g ro u n d s, Lyndon an d  I, to  a  s iz e a b le  

c ro w d  of peo p le , a  r ip p le  of a p p la u se  g re e tin g  us a s  we -rent, an d  I, a t

Q. l e a s t ,  in  w hat I have com e to th ink  of th rough  the y e a r s ,  as^ 'rid ing  in  the
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* i  (tum brfel a t t i tu d e , n e e d s  sh o u ld e rs  ju s t  a  b it  squ are ir, and  h ead  ju s t  a  l i f t  

h ig h e r .  I t  w as ch illy r ''£ n d  b righ tr ''e ind  b ea u tifu l, w ith  the f la g s  w hipping in . 

the w ind, an d  the c a ll  o f the tru m p e ts  m ak ing  your b lood le ap .

b e a n  R u sk  s tep p e d  fo rw a rd  and I  sa id , "Y ou a r e  m y  h e ro . " And then  

the b ig  b la c k  c a r  ro lle d  up and ou t s te p p e d  the P r im e  M in is te r  of S 'o n a lia ,

. a  y o ung ish , ro u n d  fa c e d , p le a s a n t an d  ab le - lo o k in g  m an  w e a r in g  a  w hite - 

e m b ro id e re d  M uslim  cap , an d  acco m p a n ied  by  a  d e lic a te , p re t ty  w ife , w hose 

so ft sp o k en  E n g lish  w as e x c e lle n t. And I  w as im p re s s e d  too, w ith  the 

s im p lic U y  an d  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd n e s s ,  and  the e a se  of the P r im e  M in is te r 's  :

sp e e c h . __   ̂ ... .................................... - ------- ,̂ ■.■.-...,■.~-

T hen  in s id e  fo r  the re c e iv in g  lin e , w hich w as qu ick ly  o v e r and  the 

P r im e  M in is te r  an d  Lyndon le f t  fo r  th e ir  ta lk s . And Sylvia took M rs . E g a l 

to B la ir  H o use .

I  w as b a ck  u p s ta i r s  by 12 w ith  a  fu ll h o u r to w o rk  w ith  L iz  w h ile  w e h a d  

a  sandw ich , on o u r n e x t b ig  W om en D o -e r ‘s L uncheon . T h is  one on ch ild  . 

h e a l th  and  the w o rk  of th is  a d m in is tra t io n  in  th a t f ie ld . We had  a  l i s t  of 

p o s s ib le  g u e s ts ,  fro m  HEW , fro m  M ath ild e , fro m  o u r own ac q u a in ta n c e s ; 

K a tie  L o u c h h e im .. I  c a lle d  B e ss  Jo n e s . ,

T h ey  a r e  co m p o sed  of p ro fe s s io n a ls ,  d o c to rs , n u r s e s ,  p s y c h ia tr is ts ,  

peop le  who w o rk  in  the g o v ern m en t, th e  g o v e rn o rs  w iv es , b u re a u  h ead s  in  

HEW , w ives of C o n g re s sm e n  who c a r r y  the b a ll  fo r  H ea lth  m e a s u re s ,  w r i te r s  

on h e a lth , an d  v e ry  m uch  the  v o lu n te e rs . The s o r t  of w om an who d re a m s .
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f ig h ts , b u ild s  a  c lin ic  in  h e r  own hom e town. Such a s  B e ss  Jo n es  <^d.

A nd th e n , i t  w as one and tim e to go in to  the C ab inet R o o m ^ fo r  the

a w a rd s  th a t Lyndon w as giving ou t to the F e d e ra l  C a re e r  W om en.

, The sev en  of them  lin e d  up a g a in s t  the w a ll in  the C ab in e t R oom , fac in g

the b a t te r y  of c a m e r a s .  They w e re  an  in te re s t in g  group ran g in g  fro m  a

w ilil l ife  b io lig is t ,  w ith  I n te r io r ;  an d  a s ta t i s t ic ia n  w ith  the E conom ic

A d v is e rs ;  an d  an  a t t ra c t iv e  young n eg ro  w om an w ith  the O ffice of C iv il

R ig h ts ; to  a n  a i r  t r a f f i c  c o n tro l s p e c ia l is t  w ith  the FAA.

Lyndon m ad e  a  sw ee t sp eech , h a lf  h u m o r and  h a lf  e a r n e s tn e s s ,  lau d ed

w as
th em , shook  hand , an d  w k x k  gone w ith in  m o m e n ts . I  s tay e d  a  l i t t le  lo n g e r  . 

to ta lk  w ith  them  abou t th e ir  w ork .-

A nd then  v e ry  soon, w as b ac k  u p s ta i r s ,  to com ple te  h ack ing  out w ith  

L iz , the  l i s t  f o r  o u r own W om en D o -e rs .  To find  the v o lu n te e rs , and  th o se  

the ones th a t I  e s p e c ia l ly  w ant to p in -^o in t an d  h o n o r ,X s  the h a rd  job and  w e 

p a r t ic u la r ly  w an t to hav e  le a d e r s  of o rg a n iz a tio n s  co n n ec ted  w ith  the f ie ld  of 

ch iM  h e a lth , such  a s  PTA  and  Ju n io r  L eague and  J a y c e e s . We go t i t  in  good 

sh ap e , I  th ink .

A nd th en  I  m ad e  m y  th ird  change of c lo th es  fo r  the day . S o m etim es;^ liv in g  

in  the W hite H ouse m e an s  a  r id ic u lo u s  n u m b e r of ch an g es p e r  day , one fo r 

e a c h  o c c a s io n . A nd in  m y n e a r ly  fa v o rite  r e d  s u it  w ith  the navy  t r im ,- ^  le f t  

fo r  the c i r c u s .  T h is  i s  an  an n u a l e v e n t w ith  m e  and  one th a t I have lik e d .

E a ch  y e a r /^ th e  Feld B ro th ers ,-^g iv e  a  f re e  p e rfo rm a n c e  of the c i r c u s ,-^ o r
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tibout 6, 000 c h ild re n  - Ju n io r  V illage  an d  the U nited  G iv e rs  F und  A g en c ie s , 

a l l  the n e ig h b o rh o o d  h o m e s . D oes i t  m a t te r  th a t I  g o ?  I d o n 't  know, b u t 

a t  an y  r a te ,  th e  F elds seem  to a p p re c ia te  i t .  ;

A nd a s  I  w a lk ed  th ro u g h  th e  lo w e r le v e l, n ex t to the r in g , looking to 

the r ig h t  an d  to  the le f t  and  sm ilin g  and  w aving, th e re  w as a  l i t t le  r ip p le  of 

e x c ite m e n t and  g igg le  p o in t in g ,J ^ d  c lap p in g , th a t fo llow ed  m e  on m y

w ay . , ■

M r. and  M rs . I s r a e l  F e ld ,^ an d  Irv in g  Feld^'^^smd a  clow n/^*^d  John 

R ing ling  N o rth  h ad  m e t m e  a t  the d o o r, and to g e th e r  we a ll  m a rc h e d  down 

to m y  s e a t ,  w h ich  w as r ig h t  b e tw een  a  l i t t le  boy n am ed  B ry an , who w as 

v e ry  ta lk a tiv e ; and  a  l i t t le  g i r l  who s ile n tly  su cked  h e r  thum b, an d  I  cou ldn ’t 

ge t h e r  to  s a y .a  w o r d a s  h a rd  a s  I t r ie d .

T h e  c irc u s  n e v e r  p a lls  nn m e - m y  fa v o r i te s  w e re  the dog an d  pony show , 

and  then  T h o m as le a n e d  o v e r  and  a sk e d  m e , "D oes i t  re m in d  you of Y uki. " 

Y es, i t  d id .  And the m o s t a d o ra b le  p o o d les; an d  then  a  b e a u tifu l sp e c ta c le  

on the tra p e z e . C o stu m es  of r e d  and  w h ite , lik e  p e p p e rm in t s t r ip e s ,  the 

lo v e ly  s t a r s ,  e n te r in g  w ra p p e d  in  w hite  fu r  an d  snow  fa llin g . The F e ld s  a n d  

I  sn ap p ed  b its  o f c o n v e rsa tio n  ab o u t the Roy t ia t^ y b a e a ^ ^ h o  h a s  bough t a  

la r g e  p iec e  of the c i r c u s ,  an d  th ey  to ld  m e how m an y  of the p e r fo r m e rs  w e re  

f a m i l i e s g o  on fo r  th re e  g e n e ra tio n s  o r  m o re ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  the s ta r s  on 

the t ra p e z e .

C otton  can d y  cam e  by, and  p o p co rn , and  I  t r ie d  to get a  b ite  b e tw een
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f la s h e s  of the c a m e ra .  I t w as e a sy  to oblige them  w ith  v iv id  in te r e s t  - I ' l l  

b e  h o p e le s s ly  o ld  w hen I d o n 't  lik e  the c i r c u s j

T h e re  w as an  in te rm is s io n  a  l i t t le  p a s t  fo u r , and  I  s a id  goodby to Bryaui - ' 

an d  the F e ld s , a n d m a d e  m y  w ay out am ong the c ro w d ed  ro w s , shaking h an d s  

to the r ig h t  an d  le f t, an d  be in g  p u rsu e d  by g iggle s t r a ig h t  ou t q u e s tio n s ,

" Y o u  M r s ,  J o h n so n ? " .

A nd then  b a c k  in  the W hite H ouse lim o u s in e , an d  hom e b e fo re  five 

to w o rk  in  bed , b e c a u se  i t 's  s u rp r is in g  how t i r in g  i t  is  to t r y  to% ive out^  ̂

to m ake a l l  th o se  c h ild re n  fe e l th a t i t  w as a  l i t t le  so m eth in g  e x tr a  to see  

the F i r s t  L ady  th e r e ,  the  P r e s id e n t 's  w ife .

I  c le a r e d  the d e sk  w ith  A sh ton , a in d ca lled  p u r h o u se  g u e s ts  and  w e lco m ed  

them  - the P e r r y  Bassfes fro m  F o r t  W orth; and  G eorge  N okes fro m  Waco; 

and  T ex  and  W ickie G o ld sch m id t; and  then M r, P e r  cam e in  fo r  a  c o m b -o u t.

I  pu t on m y  p in k  M ollie  P a rn « s5  w ith  b ead ed  ja c k e t,  one of th o se  w o n d e r-  

fu l d r e s s e s  th a t I  a lw ay s w ea r^  an d  I d o n 't  know qu ite  w h a t's  r ig h t  - i»atl!'WCWffeo*

Okie cam e and  we m ad e  p ic tu re s .  I ‘m try in g  v e r y  h a rd  to  ge t som e 

good on es  of m  e in  even ing  c lo th e s , b e c a u se  I 'm  s t i l l  send ing  out o n e ^  m ad e  

in  ' 64!! W henever in  m y life  w ill I  w e a r  m o re  even ing  c lo th e s , o r  have a  

b e t te r  p h o to g ra p h e r  than  O kie.

E v e ry  day  h e r e ,  I h av e  t r ie d  to liv e  i t  to the u tm o s t, fo r  th is  job , fo r  

th is  h o u se , and  fo r  m e . T h e re  w as a  beautifixl bouquet of p irk an d  w hite r o s e s .

I  le a n e d  o v e r  i t  and  I  th ink  we w ill g e t som e good ones fro m  it ,  a  m ed ley  w ith
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m y  p ink  and  w hite  d r e s s .

A t 20 m in u te s  of e ig h t ,- ^ h e a r d  th a t Lyndon h a d  gone o v e r  to  the S ta te

D e p a rtm e n t fo r  a  re c e p tio n  fo r  T ro w b rid g e , a  goodby. M y h e a r t  sank , how
' I :  ■■

co u ld  he p o s s ib ly  ge t b ac k  and  n o t be la te .  He cou ld , he  d id , he s tay e d  sev e n

m in u te s , k is s e d  N ancy, th anked  Sandy, m ad e  an  a m u sin g  sp e e c h . He s a id

T ro w b rid g e  h ad  p ro m is e d  him  one th ing  - he w a s n 't  going to ru n  fo r  -

P r e s id e n t ,  and  then  he p au sed  and  s a id  ~ " I  ought to p o in t out th a t  th a t w as

a  w eek  a g o ."

He w as b a c k  a t  the W hite H ouse and  in  a  b la c k  tie  a n d  we w e re  a c tu a lly  

dow n s ta i r s  a t  the n o r th  p o rtic o  a  few  m in u te s  p a s t  eighty) ’
. r

F o r  a  g r e a t  d e a l of h is  day , tim e  is  L yndon’s s e rv a n t ,  no t h is  m a s te r .  

He w rin g s  fro m  i t r - ^ y e r y  a c tio n , e v e ry  ach ie v e m en t, e v e ry  h u m an  c o n ta c t 

th a t he can .

S im one h ad  re m in d e d  m e th a t we w e re  on TV ton igh t, so we t r ie d  to  tak e  

a n  e x t r a  m o m en t, in  the g re e tin g s  on the n o r th  p o r tic o , w ith  the P r im e

( ^ d  M rs . E g a l,ewad-hi6-4ittle-.inuslim but-ar-black-tieTM in is te r  once m o re , 

q u ite  e leg an t.

We took  them  u p s ta i r s  to the Y ellow  R oom , w h e re  H u b e rt an d  h is  t r ip  

to  A f r ic a ^ '^ a a  m u ch  the c e n te r  of d isc u s s io n . And w hen M rs . W a rre n  

re a c h e d  o v e r  an d  k is s e d  m e on the ch eek , the f i r s t  tim e  I e v e r  r e m e m b e r !

I  f e l t  th a t i t  w as the sa m e  s o r t  of s a lu te , /a n d  I  w as g ra te fu l, th a t  I  w an ted  toiam e s o r t  o i saiute»>^ncl i  w as g ra te lu l,  th 

r  < g ive to D ean R u s k /^ o r  h is  m a g n ific e n t p e rfo rm a n c e  b e fo re  the in q u is itio n  on
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M onday and  T u e sd ay .

A m ong o u r g ifts  to the P r im e  M in is te r  an d  M rs . E g a l, w as a  bam boo 

bow l, in  v e rm e il ,  w hich  is  u se d  on a l l  the W hite H ouse ta b le s ,> '^ ^ e n  we have 

a  S ta te  D in n er - an d  30 b o x es  of to y s  fo r  h e r  to d is tr ib u te  am ong  h e r  fa v o rite  

o rp h a n a g e s , w hich  i s  a  s lig h tly  u n c e r ta in  s itu a tio n  b e c a u se  he h a s  two w iv es , 

and  I  d id n 't  know w hat to do ab o u t the one ^he le f t  a t  h o m e . B ut anyw ay, the 

bow l w ill do fo r  the h o u se .

Thei-c g ifts  to u s  w ere  an  iv o ry  d esk  s e t,  q u ite  co m p le te  an d  v e ry  

a t t r a c t iv e ,  in c lu d in g  an  iv o ry  p e n c il h o ld e r , w hich  we can  pu t to u se  r ig h t 

aw ay.

The P r im e  M in is te r ,  lau g h in g ly  re m a rk e d , " M r .; .P re s id e n t ,  l e a n  

a s s u r e  y o u r  C o n g re s s , th a t th is  d idn’t c o s t m o re  than  $50," w hich  show s 

h e 'd  done som e r e s e a r c h .

B eh ind  the f la g s ,  we m a rc h e d  down the s te p s , to the tune of H a il to T he 

C h ief, an d  th e r e 's  not a  day  h e re ,  no m a t te r  how b a t te r e d  w ith  p ro b le m s  th a t 

m y  h e a r t  w o n 't r i s e  w hen I h e a r  th a t .

s to o d  in  lin e  in  the  E a s t  R oom , to m e e t o u r  140 odd g u e s ts .

F ro m  the Cabinetjr-% here w e re  the C la rk  C liffo rd s ; M r. J u s tic e  T hu rg o o d  

Marshall^.^-^’r^ p re s e n te d  the  C ourt; th e re  w as only  one m e m b e r  of the S e n a te  

the C la ^ o r n ^ P e l l s ,  and  he cam e  ap o lo g e tic a lly , qu ite  la te ,  th a t he  h ad  s ta y e d  

on the f lo o r  to m ak e  the one e x tr a  vo te  th a t w as n eeded  to p a s s  the Gold C o v e r 

C. B ill .  W hat a  c lif f  h an g e r(
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T he G a rd n e r  A ck leys w e re  th e re ,  leav in g  n ex t w eek  fo r  I ta ly ; an d  the 

Jo h n  D alys fro m  the D e m o c ra tic  C o m m itte e . F ro m  the e n te r ta in m e n t w o r ld  

th e re  w as S am m y K ahn; and  p re t ty  K itty  C a r lis le ^ ^ ^ h o m  I had  m e t a t  M ary  

i i a s k e r 's ;  and B a r b a r a  R u sh , the m ov ie  s ta r .  When a  young maix on L y n d o n 's  

staff,-iSaw  h e r  n am e  on the list,^% e t r ie d  to w angle a  s e a t  n e x t to  h e r .

F ro m  E d u ca tio n , th e re  w as P r o fe s s o r  K astan io , an  o u ts tan d in g  a u th o r ity  

on the S o m al^ ^ R ep u b lic , q u ite  a  l im ite d  b re e d  I should  th ink .

T he C h a irm a n  of the B o a rd  of S in c la ir  O il, M r. F r e d e r ik  B u sh , w ith  

w hom  I  h ad  a  v e ry  p le a s a n t  m om ent* s c o n v e rsa tio n , c o n g ra tu la tin g  h im  on 

the v e r y  h an d so m e ly  d e s ig n e d  f illin g  s ta tio n  in  G eorgetow n. He sa id , " T h e re  : 

a r e  going to be m o re  of them  a l l  o v e r  the co u n try . " In fa .c tr^ e  w as  so 

in te r e s te d  in  c o n s e rv a tio n ^ ^ ^  w hat o u r en v iro n m e n t looks lik er"£ h at he s a id  

w hen  he  r e t i r e d  (it i s  going to be soon) th a t w as going to be h is  m a jo r  co n ce rn ]  

T h e re  w e re  a  s iz e a b le  n u m b e r o f C o n g re s sm e n  p re s e n t  - s ix  I  th ink  - 

in c lu d in g  o u r o ld  f r ie n d s  the H a r le y  S ta g g e r s ra n d  the C lem e n t Z a b lo c k is ,

• A nd fro m  the g o v ern m en t, D ick  H elm s of the CIA; L e o n a rd  M a rk s  of

''th e ;u s iA ;-;.

B e s id e s  o u r  h o u se  g u e s ts , ho o th e r  T e x a n s ,-^ '3 ^ p t  the C h a r lie  B lake s .

He u s e d ^ o  be one of ^ ndon*s D is t r ic t  m en , b u t now liv e s  in  W ashingtonT^

A nd a  g r e a t  p le a s u re  i t  w as to hav e  h im  h e re .  '

F ro m  the p r e s s , ,  the f a m il ia r  face  of B ill  who h as  c o v e re d  u s  s in c e

c  ■ ■ ' y  ■ ■ ■ ' 1the e a r l y / r o a r i n g  S enate  d ay s . 1*11 a lw ays look  b ack  on them  w ith  a ffec tio n !
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F ra n k  R eyno lds of ABC; an d  a new -found f r ie n d  of the p r e s s ,  Jo e  G a ra g io la , ^  

and  th a t too m u s t  be a  r a r e  b r e e d  th e se  days,^w ho  is  on, I  th ink , the T oday  

Show.

B e ss  and  I  h ad  sp en t tim e  on the se a tin g , e s p e c ia lly  L y n d o n 's  ta b le  and 

m in e . N ext to the P r im e  M in is te r ,  th e re  w as M rs . R usk ; and  then  G eo rg e  

Wood, w ith  th a t re la x e d  fee lin g  of a  m a n  who h as  ju s t  la id  down a  b ig  b u rd en .

He a n d .I  ta lk e d  a b o u t.M a ry ^ ilen  M onroney , H e 's  a  v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  m an .
y- .....

T h e n  f r ie n d ly  l i t t le  M rs . Sam G ibbons, the w ife of a  C o n g re s sm a n  fro m  

F lo r id a ;  s e a te d  n ex t to a  ta l l ,  d a rk  C a lifo rn ia n , E ugene K line, a  b u s in e s s  

m a n  an d  Jo h n so n  s u p p o r te r .

- On the  le f t  I  h a d  the M in is te r  of F o re ig n  A ffa irs , w hose E n g lish  w as

sc a n t and  d ifficu lt; and  then  a  v e ry  good g u es t, M rs . S trau b , w hose husband  

i s  A s s is ta n t  A d m in is tra to r  fo r  AID, p re t ty ,  an  a s s e t  to the ta b le , an d  a s  

m u ch  in  love with. W ashington  a s  l a m .

R o b e r t  M a ss ji^ ^  who w ro te  N ich o las  and  A lex an d ra , w as b e tw een  h e r  

an d  Elsjpeth R ostow , c e r ta in ly  one of the n ic e s t  s e a ts  in  the ro o m .

V ' I t  w as a  p le a s a n t,  l ig h t d in n e r , fo r  c o n v e rsa tio n . The P r im e  M in is te r  

an d  I ta lk ed  ab o u t the s e a rc h  fo r  o il in  h is  co u n try , w h ich  h a s  b een  going on 

fo r  ab o u t 15 y e a r s ,  u n s u c c e ss fu lly  so f a r .  '

M y know ledge of S om alia  is  l im ite d  to  fran k ^ n cen se ,-^ an d  m y r r h ,  and  

le o p a rd  sk in s , w hich  d id n 't  ieacBBc le a d  to any  e x ten s iv e  c o n v e rsa tio n a l g a m b its , 

V... C  b u t he  w as a  p leasan tT -^ ^sy  com pan ion , and  I w as v e ry  in tr ig u e d  by  M r. M ass^T *
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V who h im :^ e lf  h a s  a  so n  w ith  h em o p h ilia . T h a t 's  how h e  b eg an  to  w rite  the

b o o k /\  I t  is  the m o s t m o n u m en ta l job of r e s e a r c h  th a t I can  r e m e m b e r .

We ta lk e d  ab o u t how am a z in g  i t  is  th a t a l l  the g r e a t  bu lk  of le t t e r s ,  

the  d ia r ie s ,  an d  the ey e -w itn ess  a c c o u n ts ,? ^ r v iv e d ,  w hen  they  th e m se lv e s  

w e re  k il le d  in  su ch  a  h o lo cau s t]

L y n d o n 's  to a s t  p r a is e d  the P r im e  M in is te r^ ^ o r  do ing  so m u ch  to le s s e n  

the ten s io n s  w hich  th re a te n e d  E a s t  A f r i c a / ^ i t h  the w a s te  of w a r .  The h o rn  

of A fr ic a  h ad  long b e en  a t in d e r  keg , in  b e tw een  S o m alia , K enya and  E th io p a . 

Som ehow  th is  m an , o r  fa te , h a s  b ro u g h t about a .p e r io d  of c e s s a t io n  and p eace .

T hen , w hen the P r im e  M in is te r  r o s e  and  m ade  h is  to a s t to Lyndon, a  

v e r y  n ice  one, I  a lm o s t  thought he  w as quoting jErom J a c k  V a le n ti. "He 

-sTrested w e ll, the g re a t  pow er of h is  co u n try ,"w a s  in  the hand o f th e  m an  now 

a t  the h e lm . "

I  took  the P r im e  M in is te r  in to  the R ed  Room  fo r  coff® a f te r w a r d ,  an d  

P e r r y  B a s s ,  w ho h a s  t ra v e le d  m uch  in  h is  c o u n try , an d  m e t m a n y  of the 

o f f ic ia ls ,  b u t no t th e  P r im e  M in is te r , cam e in , and  l  in tro d d e e d  h im  to the  

P r im e  M in is te r 's  w ife , and then  he jo in e d  the g r o u p s  w h ere  L yndon and  the 

P r im e  M in is te r  w e re  talkirigT^

He*s b e e n  s e a rc h in g  fo r  o il fo r  so m e five o r  m o re  y e a r s  th e re  now, an d  

h i s  m a n a g e r  in  c h a r g e j^ l a y s  golf w ith  the P r im e  M in is te r .

O th e rs  cam e in  and  I p a r t ic u la r ly  t r ie d  to in tro d u c e  th e  n ew s la d ie s  to 

the g u e s ts  of h o n o r.
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A nd th.&TXr^kt^ w o rd  fro m  B ess^--^?^w ent in to  the E a s t  R oom , w hich  'was,.>2— 

fo r  to n ig h tv -^ rra n g e d  in  a  d if fe re n t p a t te rn .  T he M arin e  B and a g a in s t  the 

w indow  w h e re  L y n d a 's  a l t a r  h ad  b een , and  the c h a i r s  in  a  w ide s e m ic i r c le  

in  f ro n t of i t .

A s soon  a s  the room  se e m ed  fu ll an d  the g u e s ts  o f h o n o r w e re  in  th e ir  

s e a ts ,  I  w ent to the  m ic ro p h o n e  and  in tro d u c e d  A nita  B ry a n t a s  the  s ta r  

o f S tage, and  te le v is io n , and  now as  our f r ie n d , who we w e re  th r i l le d  to  

h av e  b a c k  on the W hite H ouse s ta g e . A n ita  looked  a b so lu te ly  lo v e ly , w ith . 

a  s h e e r ,  f lo a tin g , p a le  p ink  Ind ian  co s tu m e  tr im m e d  in  gold, and  sang  the  

M an  of L aM ancha, w hich  a lw ays m ak e s  m y  h e a r t  tak e  w in g s , and  sh e  c lo s e d  , 

w ith  the B a ttle  H ym n of the R ep u b lic , w ith  Lyndon le a d in g  the s tan d in g  

o v a tio n  foie h e r .

W e‘ve m e t m an y  p e r fo rm e rs  in  the W hite H ouse, and  I th in k  I  have 

b eco m e f r ie n d s  w ith  qu ite  a  few . B e s s  m u s t be f r ie n d s  w ith  d o z e n s . A n ita  

i s  one of the w a rm e s t,  m o s t n a tu ra l ,  m o s ^ l ik e a b le ,  and,-^l^think,9^re<>-fire 

h it  w ith  the a v e ra g e  A m e ric a n  au d ien c e .

D uring  dinner,-^^! h ad  a sk e d  the P r im e  M in is te r  w hat tim e  i t  w a s^ ^ ^ " c o rd -  

ing  to h is  h o m e  c o u n try , and  he  h a d  s a i d / 1  think,"^2:30 A. M. T h a t w as 

ab o u t 9:30 w hen I  a sk e d  him  .

So I  w as re l ie v e d  fo r  m y  husband  an d  h im ,^ b o th ,^ ^ ^ o r tly  a f t e r  the 

e n te r ta in m e n t w as o v er and  the ch am pagne w as p a s se d , and  a  l i t t l e  l in g e r in g
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an d  ta lk ing  in  the  h a ll ,  he an d  M rs . E g a lX in a d e  th e ir  d e p a r tu re .

L yndon fo llow ed  soon. I  l in g e re d  a  m o m en t to ta lk  to the G a rd n e r  

A ckleys^  s tr ik e  a  blow  fo r  c o n se rv a tio n  w ith  M r, F r e d e r ic k  B ush

of S in c la ir , an d  to have a  m o m e n t’s m o s t in te re s t in g  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  

the young a c tre ss ,-  w ho a t  the N ational/*^i^doing~l^e jbjome ^ m i n g ,  H a ^ r l^  

P in t e r ’s  h o r r ib le  p la y r^ ^ a t  I lo a th e . And fo r the f i r s t  tim e  I got a  s im p le  

e x p la n a tio n  of i t ,  f ro m  the m an  acco m p an y in g  h e r^ w h o  is  in  som e th e a tre  

c a p a c ity . He sa id , "She, the w om an  in  the p lan e ,^w as  ju s t  d a r in g .

dem anding^Tchat h e r  h u sb an d  com e ou t of h is  ic y  sh e ll, g ra b  h e r  up  b y  the 

sc u ff  of h e r  n eck , and  take h e r  b ac k  hom e w h e te  she  belonged . " B u t no 

su ch  h e a lth y  re a c tio n  fro m  P in te r .

1 h ad  s e n t w o rd  to the B a s s e s  an d  the Nokes,-'^li!i^ the G o ld sch m id ts , o u r  

h o u se  g u e s ts /  to jo in  m e on the second  f lo o r fo r  a  d r in k . And b e fo re  d in n e r , 

I h a d  a sk e d  B e s s  to  s e e  i f  she  co u ld  g e t w o rd  to A nita  B ry a n t and  Bob G re en , 

h e r  h u sb an d , to com e on o v e r fro m  the h o te l and  sp en d  the n ig h t in  the 

Q u e e n 's  R oom . So the n ine  of u s  co n v erg ed  on the seco n d  f lo o r . A n ita  took  

h e r  sh o es  off, an d  we a l l  s e t t le d  down to a  happy h o u r .

T he B a s s e s  ta lk in g  abou t m e e tin g  th e ir  fo u r  c h ild re n  and  f r ie n d s ,  on a  

C a r ib b e a n  Island, fo r  a  r e a l  fa m ily  v a c a tio n . G eorge N okes to ta lk  W aco and  

p o l i t ic s .  H e’s a  f o rm e r  S tate S e n a to r , la w y e r, b u s in e s s  m an , and  long tim e  

f r ie n d  of o u rs .

T ex  to ta lk  abou t the u ra n iu m  e x p lo ra tio n  in  S om alia ; an d  Bob a n d  A n ita  

to  te l l  u s  a i l  ab o u t th e ir  lo v e ly  house  in  F lo r id a , a n d  to laugh  ab o u t the 

ev en in g  we h ad  sp en t in  L u c i’s k itc h e n  on the day  she  h ad  b een  expecting
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iL ynn, b u t she tu rn e d  out instead*'<TEo be dancing  u n til  ab o u t 2 o 'c lo c k  in
■ • ■ . ' \ 

the m o rn in g  an d  th en  b ro u g h t them  a l l  hom e fo r  s c ra m b le d  e g g s , :

L yndon cam e in  in  h is  ro b e  ab o u t 12:30, th rough  w ith  two en v e lo p es  

of n ig h t re a d in g , b u t  w ith  m o re  s tiU  w aitin g , R ook ing  v e r y  w e a ry , b u t 

add ing  to the even ing  by  b e in g  a  w arm  and f r ie n d ly ,> ^ d  r e la x e d  h o s t, 

fo r  ju s t  ab o u t 15 m in u te s  b e fo re  I s a id , "Now I know w h a t 's  w a itin g  fo r 

you, so  you h av e  to go b ac k . "

, A nd so  to b ed  ab o u t one o 'c lo c k , on w h at.h ad  r e a l ly  b e en  q u ite  a  good 

S ta te  d in n e r , u n d e r  c louds a s  h eav y  a s  I  can  re m e m b e r .

# # # # # # # # '


