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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

S a tu rd a y , M arch  16, 1968 P ag e  1

It w as a  s to le n  day - I  h a d n 't  r e a l ly  ex p ec ted  to have i t .  T he Gold 

c r i s i s ;  the V ie t-N am  tro o p  d e c is io n , h ad  b e en  p re s s in g  in  on Lyndon 

s o , / ^ I ^ d  n o t th ink  he cou ld  go to T e x as  fo r  L y n d a 's  b ir th d a y ,^ ^ id  to te l l  

C huck  goodby. And so  I had  pu t i t  out of m y m ind .

‘T h en , a t  a  m ejeting,^^crb^t th e  T e x as  P a r k ^ - '^ th  Doug H u b b ard  a n d  

D r, A llen  Kent,-^iind M r. H e n d ric k so n  fro m  the N ational P a r k  Service#-*^^-^ 

on F r id a y , they  h ad  to ld  m e th a t they  cou ld  go to T ex as  on v e r y  s h o r t  

n o tic e . I  e n q u ired  te n ta tiv e ly , "L ik e  tom orrovv^" Y es.

I  h ad  go tten  w o rd  th ro u g h  C onnie w i r t h ,> ^ a t  Laura^nce R o c k e fe lle r  

w as going to m ake  i t  p o s s ib le  to have a  long te rm  p lan  fo r  the Jo h n so n  

P a rk i- ^ ^ n e  by. the N a tio n a l P a r k  S e rv ic e . A nd then  maybe,*^I d o n 't  know  

how m uch /^6^1p  out w ith  the e x h ib its . I  h ad  a sk e d  Lyndon and  h e  d id n 't  

h e s ita te  a  m o m en t. 'Y ou  a l l  go to T e x a s  and  be w ith  those  c h ild re n  e v e ry  

d ay  you can , r ig h t up u n til  they  l e a v e . „

» /  . y  e /  ' . "   ̂ ■ ■ ;
And s o /^ F r id a y  afternoon ,-^on  the la te  p l a n e / I 'd  gone dovn, a r r iv in g  

a f te r  c o n s id e ra b le  troub le»> ^ia  San A n to n io ,> '^ d  au to m o b ile  on to the ranch,_y^^^^ 

a  l i t t l e  b e fo re  11:30.

S a tu rd ay  m o rn in g / I w oke to the m o s t  g lo rio u s  w e a th e r , and M r. 

H u b b a rd r '^ n d  D r. Kent,^^^and M r. H en d rick so n , w ho 'd  a r r iv e d  the n ig h t 

b e fo re , and  b een  pu t in  the C e d a r h o u se , m ee tin g  m e fo r  b r e a k fa s t^ b a c o n  

and  eg g s, an d  hom e m ad e  b re a d , in  f ro n t of the p ic tu re  w indow , look ing  ou t 

on  the f ie ld s  and the g lo rio u s  b lu e  sky . •



w ith  L a u r ^ c e 's  b in o c u la rs ,  the fo u r of u s  s e t  out and

to u re d  the p a rk  a r e a ,  g e ttin g  out a t  the s ite  of the v i s i to r ’s c e n te r ,  and

fo llow ing  the s tr in g  ou tline  of the b u ild in g  i ts e lf ,  and ex p lo rin g  the old
w hen - ^

log  cab in , th a t h a d  b e en  re v e a le d  h h  the V ic to r ia n  s id ing  w as re m o v e d . < 

L ooked  a t  the v iew  of the ra n c h  h o u se , fro m  w h at w ill be the f ro n t  p o rch  

o f the V is i to r 's  C e n te r .

And th en  a l l  a ro u n d  the w hole p e r ip h e ry , see in g  the L onghorn^  in  the 

p a s tu re ,  g ra z in g , and  com ing  up on the buffalo , a c tu a lly  ju s t  w ith in  10 fe e t  

ojE them  in  the c a r .  We stopped  a t  the old  S auer p lace , to look  a t  the long . 

s to r y  of m a n 's  life  h e r e ,  fro m  the f i r s t  l i t t le  log s t r u c tu r e ,  to the v e ry  ■ 

G e rm a n  m a s o n r y  w o rk , w hite  lim e  s to n e . And then  on to th e  V ic to r ia n

h o u se  w ith  th e  g in g e rb re a d , and the oval g la ss  f ro n ts  in  the d o o r. T h e re

■ -ir ' "  ■
w as one l i t t le  p o r tio n  w h ere  th ey  h ad  the s to ry  of T e x a s  fe n c e s , a l l  w ith in
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ab o u t a  50 foo t s p a c e iO
. ---------

A  p ic tu re sq u e  s tone  a  s p li t  r a i l ,  b a rb e d  w ire . T hey  se e m e d

r e a l ly  qu ite  d e lig h ted  a t  the p o te n tia l. I show ed them  p ic tu re s  of the

r
r ■

w ild  f lo w e rs v ^ ro m  m y  a lb u m s; of w h at we can  ex p ec t in  S pring , an d  a c tu a lly  

in  the b a c k  y a rd  o f  the S au er place^^Tfovind m y  f i r s t  b loom ing  b lu e  bo n n et 

of the s e a so n . T he g ro u n d  is  th ic k  w ith  th em , and  I b eg an  to g e t  r e a l ly  

e x c ite d , th ink ing  ab o u t o u r i\tr ip  A p r il  5th to 9th, and th en  v e r y  e s p e c ia lly , 

w h a t I hope w ill b e ,< ^ ^ a ^ r s o n a V ^ i^ p y  t r ip  w ith  c lo se  friendsaf: on the w eek en d  

of Saach â a aatWF day.
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We w en t b a c k  to the h o u se  w ithou t hav ing  se e n  the Danz p la c e , w hich  

is,'-^^fter a llt- '^ iL ^o ld est of the  log c a b in s , a c c o rd in g  to a r c h fe o l ig is t  T u nnel. 

M r. H u b b ard  h a s  a lr e a d y  se e n  i t  an d  I  thought he m ig h t tak e  the o th e rs  

l a t e r  in  the  day .

We go t w o rd  th a t Lyndon w as on h is  w ay, th a t he w ould a r r iv e  ab o u t 

two o 'c lo c k  in  the a f te rn o o n . I q u ick ly  changed  the p lan s  fo r o u r b ig  m e e tin g

fo r  the o ld  b ir th p la c e  h o u se , and  s lip p e d  in to  a  d r e s s ,  and  we w e re  off fo r
■ ■ ■ ^o u jfS K r

F re d e r ic k s b u rg ,  w h e re  we m e t w ith  M rs . A r t  Cover t  a t  the P io n e e r  M useum .-
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She an d  M r. T y ru s  Cox, w hose t i t le  i s  e i th e r  h ea d  of the H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n , 

o r  D ire c to r  of the M useum , I 'm  no t s u re ;  an d  the two w o n d erfu l o ld  la d ie s  

V who take  ev erybody  th ro u g h , M rs .  B ro d y  and  M rs . DoerA an . '

T h ey  took  u s  on the lo n g e s t to u r I 'v e  e v e r  h ad  th e re ,  a fu ll h o u r , and  

I  r e a l ly  th in k  i t  im p re s s e d  and  a m a z e d  the P a r k  S erv ice  p eo p le . T h e y  h a d n 't  

know n the dep th  of the G e rm a n  c u ltu re  h e r e ,  th e  G e rm a n  language  n e w sp a p e r  

h ad  f lo u r is h e d  beg inn ing  sh o r tly  a f te r  the f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  cam e in  1846 u n til  - '

■ so m e tim e  in  the 1 9 4 0 's .

M rs ,  Govaaifc.itold m e  the d e lig h tfu l b it  ab o u t hav ing  found in  th e  r e c o rd s  

of th e ir  own papery-^SL ^annpuncem ent of L y n d o n 's  b i r t h ^ ^ G e r m a n .^  And, 

a la s ,  of c o u r s e / ^ i ^ n g  h im  no n a m e ^ h e  d id n 't  have one then . I sa id , "How 

m u ch  w as i t  - a b o u t two l in e s  ?" And she sa id , "No, abou t a  lin e  and a  h a lf . " 

A nyw ay i t  w ill be fun to h av e .

On o u r w ay  th ro u g h ^ ^  took  fro m  m y  p u r s e j ^ y  v an ity  and  s ta r te d  to 

( pow der m y  n o se . I t a  sh a rp  '^ r a c k '^  to the f lo o r , I  s h iv e re d  and



f .

c

b e fo re  I cou ld  stop  m y se lf» /^ ^ id  "I hope i t  d id n 't  b re a k . " I  p ick ed  i t  u p ^
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i t  h ad  s h a tte re d . I  thought of the l a s t  tim e  I  h ad  b r o k ^ ^  m i r r o r  - i t  w as 

the day th a t H im  d ied . >

I  co u ld  see  s ig n s  of p re p a ra t io n  fo r  o u r v is itr^ o n  the 5 th . T h ey  a r e  

a l l  so  e x c ite d  o v e r  i t .  F o r  one th ing , in  the k itch e n , th e r e 's  no lo n g e r

the e n o rm o u s  c lu t te r ,  dozens an d  d o zen s  of o ld  iro n  k itc h e n  u te n s i ls ,  d a te d
VUrul

1840, 50, 60, 70. t fe w aad just a p p ro x im a te ly  the n u m b e r a  fa m ily  liv in g
i \ ^  .............  ■ - ■ ,

th e i^ w o u ld  u s e A C i^ d  in  a  b ig  w ooden bow l, th e re  w e r^  f r e s h  v e g e ta b le s .

ju s t  a s  though som e one h ad  b ro u g h t them  in  fro m  the g a rd e n ; A nd h e re  

and  th e re  in  the liv in g  ro o m , w h ere  B a ro n  Von M oiseyboclsl« o rg a n  is  the

o u ts tan d in g  ex h ib it, t h e r e 's  a  bouquet of f lo w e rs . So our w o n d erfu l l i t t l e  

m u seu m  is  g e ttin g  in to  s tr id e ,  w ith  to d a y 's  id e a  of how  a  m u seu m  shou ld  

. lo o k . , ;

I  lo o k ed  w ith  f r e s h  ey es  a t  so m e of the d isp la y  c a s e s .  S e v e ra l  of th em  

a r e  qu ite  e x tr a o rd in a ry .  E n o rm o u s  g la s s  fro n ted ,-9 ^ ieces  of fu rn i tu r e ,  ab o u t 

12 o r  m o re  fe e t  h igh . T hey cam e fro m  one of the o ld  h a rd w a re  s to r e s  going  

ou t of b u s in e s s ,  I  h e a rd .

I  a s k e d  how th ey  got a l l  th e se  old  a r t i f a c ts ,  b e c a u se  the m u seu m  on ly  

b e g a n  so m e tim  e in  the 3 0 's .  T h ey  s a id  th ey  le t  i t  be know n th a t the m u seu m  

w as going to  open, and  the peop le  ju s t  dug them  up, fro m  th e ir  tru n k s , th e ir  

a t t i c s ,  and  b a rn  lo f ts .  A nd M rs . K ow art sa id , in  f a c t ,  th e y 'd  h a d  q u ite  an  

a s se m b la g e  of them  in  the  o ffice  of the p a p e r  fo r  y e a r s ,  an d  th ey  b ro u g h t a l l



G

C l

of them  o v e r .

I t  is  q u ite  a  co m m u n ity  a c h ie v e m e n t. I take m y  h a t off to i t .  We w en t 

in to  the  l i t t le  s to n e  p a tio , c e n te re d  by  the well,^^;^t£feed abou t th is  m ig h t 

b e  the p lace  w h e re  th ey ’d s e rv e  coffee and app le  s tru d e l to the  fo re ig n  

c o r r e s p o n d e n ts ^

I  w as p ro u d  of o u r  lo c a l  a r e a .

N ext, w e w en t to  the H ouse, and  M rs . M u e lle r  took  us th ro u g h .

H e re ,- ^  saw  a n o th e r  en g rav in g  th a t h ad  b een  one of the M useum  -  of 

F r e d e r ic k s b u r g ,- ^ s  they  looked  in  ab o u t the 1850*s. T hey  to ld  us w ith  

p r id e ,< ^ a t  the s e t t l e r s  th a t c a m e  o v er h e re j^ w ^ re  no t a l l  f a r m e r s / \  som e 

• w e re  a r t i s t s t ^ n d  m u s ic ia n s . T h f son of.one h ad  gone on to be the co n d u c to r 

of the o u tstan d in g  sym phony o r c h e s t r a  of the U nited  S ta tes  - New Y o rk  o r 

B o sto n , I b e lie v e .

T h en  we d ro v e  a ro u n d  tow n an d  looked  a t  the o u tsid e  of the l i t t le  Sunday 

h o u s e s , St. B a rn a b a s  C h u rch , the o c tagon  looking  sh ap ed  k irk y ,: the w ide 

s t r e e t  of tow n, d e s ig n ed  so  th a t a  double ox team  co u ld  tu rn  a ro u n d  w ithou t 

b a c k m g ^  '

ho™®* 3-l®rting M a ry  to have d in n e r  re a d y  fo r  u s  a s  soon- ‘ 

a s  we a r r iv e d .  We s a t  down to ham^A.ixd g r i t s .  And we h ad  ju s t  f in ish e d  

w hen  we got w o rd  th a t the  p lan e  w as com ing  in  an d  I w ent o u t to the h an g a r 

to  m e e t  L yndon, who w as p re c e e d e d  out of the plajie  by  Y uki, and .he  h ad  P a t r ic k
■

f  Lyndon in  h is  a r m s  - he s to p p ed  in  A u stin  long enough to g a th e r  h im . L u c i
^ titUVCLy ■

and  P a t  w e re  off fo r  a  w eekend , w ith  f r ie n d s  in  Lô w>niiia L a re d o . ~
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T h e K rim s  w e re  w ith  h im , and  I w as so g lad  to see  th e m » ^ e c a u s e  

I knew  he w ould have a  happy  a fte rn o o n , r id in g  and. ta lk in g , and  I n eed ed  

to m ak e  u se  of m y  a fte rn o o n  fo r  the p a rk . ■ r *

F o r  so m e p e c u lia r  s e n tim e n ta l re a so n , I h a d  d ec id ed  to have th is  

m e e tin g  in  the ro o m  a t  the b ir th p la c e  h o u se , r a th e r  than  a t  the C e d a r H o use , . 

p e rh a p s  th e  m o re  lo g ic a l p la c e , b e c a u se  I re m e m b e r  the w o n d erfu l day  

we sp e n t in  the h o u se  w h ere  Lyndon w as b o rn , w ith  John  M acy and John 

Gardner,>^Lnd C h a n c e llo r  R an so m , abou t e ig h t of u s , try in g  to b rin g  in to  

b e i n g , - ^ ^  L yndon  Jo h n so n  School of P u b lic  S e rv ic e .

A nd so , ab o u t two, we g a th e re d  in  the  W est room  of the l i t t le  ho u se  - 

M r .  W illiam  G osdin , the h e a d  of the T ex as  S ta te  P a rk s ;  o u r th re e  n a tio n a l 

' p a r k  m e n , Doug H ubbard#:;^^d D r. Kent,-^^Cnd M r. H en d rick so n ; C u r tis

T u n n e ll, the T e x a s  S ta te  a rc h a e o lo g is t ,  who h ad  w r itte n  us a  long le t t e r  ab o u t 

Yiis e y p lo ra tio n s  of the th re e  log cab in s  in  the p a rk ; N ancy Geee-, the ex h ib its  

o f f ic e r  in  the T ex as  S ta te  P a rk s ;  R oy W hite, D r. Joe  F ra n z , fro m  the U n iv ersity i 

the h is to r ia n  on whom  we w ill r e ly  fo r  the w ay th a t p io n e e rs  of th a t day  liv ed ; 

an d  M r, T y ru s  Cox, on whom  I  s h a ll  le a n  h e a v ily  to tie  u s  in  w ith  lo c a l  

in t e r e s t  an d  c o o p e ra tio n . ■

T h e re  w e re  s e v e ra l  m o re  people  I 'd  w anted  so m uch  to a s k  - W ayne B e ll, 

who h a d  r e s to r e d  the W ined « ^ t a g e  C oach Inn; M rs . C h a r le s  B ybee, w ho's^ 

r e s to r e d  a  fu ll dozen  p e rh a p s  old p la c e s , ran g in g  fro m  the 1840 's to the

‘ .1890*s; W. W . Y ukiim , h ea d  of the  T ex as  M e m o ria l M useum , and  a u th o r

of one of the c h a p te r s  in  A P r e s id e n t 's  C o u n try .
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'T OOf c o u r s e ^ I  h ad  a sk e d  W ill Od)*m, w ithout w hom  the w hole p ro je c t^

■ ■' ■w ould n e v e r  hav e  g o tten  off the ground^ p u t  he w as o u t of town.-—

B ut the sp eed  w ith  w hich  i t  w as  p u t to g e th e r , m ade  i t  d iff ic u lt to g e t 

them  a l l ,  an d  we d id  have a  good ta lk ing  g roup , w hich we c e r ta in ly * ^  fo r 

ab o u t ifour h o u rs .. We a rg u e d  p ro  an d  con,^^^6n w h e th e r  the  log  ca b in  r ig h t  

th e re  n ex t to the v i s i t o r 's  c e n te r„ - - 'f e ^ ld  be in te g ra lly  a tta c h e d  to it , th a t i;- 

is  the ro o f  l in e s  com bined , w ith  ju s t  the in te r io r  of the cab in  u s e d  a s  a  

e x h ib it a r e a .

R oy h e ld  ou t th a t i t  should ; a l l  the  N ational P a r k  S erv ice  p eop le  a g re e d  

w ith  h im . I fe l t  I  d idn’t know enough to have an  op in ion . B u t M r. T u n n e ll ■ 

and  M iss  p i^V held  ou t fo r  a  tru e  r e s to r a t io n ,  w hich  w ould  n e c e s s a r i ly  

s e p a ra te  i t  f ro m  the v i s i to r 's  c e n te r  and  m aybe m ake i t  out of p la c e .

So, w e d ec id ed  to p ro c e e d  a s  i t  w a s , th a t i s ,  an  in te g ra l  p a r t  of the 

v i s i t o r 's  c e n te r ,  an d  we a l l  d ec id ed  th a t i t  w ould be b e s t  to s e t  o u r s i te s  

on m ak in g  i t  o u r f i r s t  ex h ib it, th a t i s ,  w ith  the s o r t  of b e d / a n d  c h a ir ,  

and  rifle^^^ 'a^  sp inn ing  w h eelr^and  w h a te v e r / ’the s e t t l e r  of the  1 8 7 0 's , who

liv e d  th e r e / \ f o r  th a t is  abou t the tim e  C u r tis  Tunnell,-^the a r c h a e o l ig is t  say s  

i t  w as  b u i l t /V o '^ d  have h ad  in  h is  h o m e. And i t  w as r ig h t h e r e  th a t one of 

the m o s t  u se fu l s ta te m e n ts  of the day  w as m ad e , by  M r. T y ru s  Cox. He 

s a id  idx he  thought i t  w ould be  no p ro b le m  to find  th e se  a r t i f a c t s ,  th e se  

artic le i^^ thejfp ioneered  w ith . He thought th a t people s t i l l  h ad  th em , and  

C  w ould  be p ro u d  to d o n a te  th em . I 'l l  b e lie v e  i t  w hen i t  h ap p en s , b u t i t  w as

a  m ig h ty  c h e e r in g  s ta te m e n t, and  I am  s u re  the M useum  in  F re d e r ic k s b u rg
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i t s e l f , ^ a s  m an y  th a t i t  can n o t e ffe c tiv e ly  d isp la y . I v e n tu re  to  hope th a t 

any  th a t th ey  m ay  h av e  in  storage,/^^they m ig h t be g e n e ro u s  enough to  len d  

u s  w ith  p ro p e r  c re d i t .

M r. T u n n e ll ta lk e d  abou t som e e x p lo ra tio n s  a t  h is  d igg ings a ro u n d  the 

th re e  c a b in s , to f i n d i h i t  b i ts  and  p ie c e s  of the th in g s  th o se  p io n e e rs  h ad  

lived -with., the s o r t  o f 'l ^ t c h e n ^ i^ j» T d e a .  And to f in d  fo u n d a tio n s  of 

o u ts id e  b u ild in g s .
y/

in fc ^ ^ ra n tz  o u tlin ed  fo r  the N atio n al P a r k  S e rv ic e  people>-?che h is to r y  

of the a r e a ,  the G e rm a n  im m ig ra tio n , the Ind ians b e fo re  th a t.

JIn c id e n ta lly ^ /C u rtis  T u n n e ll s a id  th e re  w as an  In d ian  moun<i n o t any

p a r t i  c u la r ly  ex c itin g  p o s s ib il i ty , b u t th e re , on the p a rk  p r e m is e s ,

■ /  ■I  th ink  i t  w as a  co n cen su s  of opinion,/' the N atio n a l P a r k  S e rv ic e  w ill

p ro c e e d  w ith  the o v e ra l l  p lan , an d  in  abou t two w eekS f^M r. C^rjFSin, and 

M r. T u n n e ll and  N a n c y ^ o t t  w ill com e to Washington»<?and go to  th e ir ' 

l a b o r a t o r i e s / ^ i s c u s s  fu r th e r  w ith  them  th e ir  p la n s .

T he them e of the ex h ib its  i s  L ife  in  the A re a , In  T im e s  P a s t ,  In d ia n s , 

G e rm a n s , C a ttle  D riv e s  - and  th e re  w ill p ro b ab ly  be  a  m ap  an d  som e 

m e n tio n  of the co m p lex  su rro u n d in g  the P r e s id e n t 's  h o m e , the ra n c h  h o u se  

i t s e l f ,  the h o u se  w h e re  h e  w as b o rn , the fa m ily  c e m e te ry , h is  g r a n d fa th e r 's  

h o m e , the l i t t le  sch o o l he f i r s t  a tten d ed . A ll of th e se  w ill be v e r y  s im p ly  

p o in ted  out, low  key  and  m in o r , a s  long a s  we a r e  in  p u b lic  o ffic e . T h is  

(  •. w as w hat I  k ep t on in s is t in g  on, and  I  th ink  the id ea  w as  accep b tb le  to



e v e ry  body.

I  k ep t on b rin g in g  u s  b ac k  to the p o in t, i£ the c o n tra c t  w as le t  in  M ay 

a s  th ey  p lan n ed , the bu ild ing  w ould p ro b ab ly  be f in ish e d  b e tw een  N o v em b er 

68 an d  J a n u a ry  69, an d  th a t we m u s t  have som e s o r t  of an  ex h ib it f o r  th en  - 

w h a t w ou ld  i t  b e . A nd the a s s e ts  th a t we h ad  to go on w e re  som e v e ry  

h a n d so m e  L o n g h o rn s , s e v e ra l  r a th e r  r a t ty  looking  bu ffa lo , p len ty  of w hite  ■ - 

ta i l  d e e r ,  th re e  o ld  log c a b in s , and  a  v iew  of the P r e s id e n t 's  h o u se ; taken  

f ro m  th e re ,  w hat co u ld  we p ro d u ce  b e tw een  now an d  n e x t C h r is tm a s ,  let*s 

. say ..
iV' ■ ■ ’ . ■ : >/

I t w as  a  m e e tin g  fu ll of e n th u s ia sm , w ith  a  good d e a l of ra b b it  ch a s in g  

’ a s  Lyndon w ould  have e x p re s s e d  i t ,  b u t a  lo t of good su g g e s tio n s  to s s e d

a ro u n d  an d  som e d ec id ed  on. A nd to m e , i t  w as a n o th e r  s te p  fo rw a rd  fo r  

one of the d re a m s  I  hope to se e  com e to  p a s s .

Of c o u rs e , I  go t in  m y  w o rd  fo r  p len ty  of w ild  f lo w er s e e d s  an d  fo r  

s l id e s  of the  w ild  flow ers/fo j|j^ the  E d w ard s  P la te a u , to be v iew ed , p e rh a p s , 

in  one of th o se  p a r tic ip a tin g  ex h ib its  w h ere  you ju s t  punch a  b u tto n .

We w en t u p  to the m edn h o u se , c lo se  to six,^ and  h a d  b e e r  and  nq^ches 

s p e c ia ls ,  im d e  p la n s  to keep  in  touch , e ach  w ith  the p e r s o n  w ith  the 

p a r t ic u la r  e x p e r tiz e  th a t he n eed ed  to  ex p lo re  fu r th e r .  And I  in s is t in g  to 

M r. H u b b ard , th a t Z d id  th ink  i t  w ould be qu ite  a p p ro p r ia te ,  w h en ev e r they  

cou ld , fo r  M r. K ent and  M r. H en d rick so n  to see  the l i t t le  F o r t  co m p lex  ', 

in  Jo h n so n  C ity , m e e t Jessie H u n te r an d  B e tty  W ein h e im er, and  g e t  a  s o r t
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of a  fo r e c a s t  o f how m an y  peop le  m ig h t com e to see  th is  ex h ib it once i t  

w as  done. — t al k w ith  Wayne B e ll an d  M rs . C h a r le s  Bybee ab o u t r e s t o r a -

tio n s . In s h o r t ,  th e re  w as m u ch  to be  done in  the lo c a lity , if  they h ad  the '

■ time^lw. ■, . ■

He f e l t  th a t they  w ould r e tu rn  to W ashington  the n ex t m o rn in g , so  we 

m ad e  them  r e s e r v a t io n s ,  and  I s e n t them  down to th e .L ew is  ho u se  to  sp en d  

the n ig h t, h a lf  of m e an x io u s  to go w ith  them  and ta lk  abou t i t  f u r t h e r . ^

A nd the o th e r  h a lf  anx ious to ge t ou t in  the c a r  and  jo in  Lyndon, and  

L ynda B ird  an d  C huck  who h ad  com e in  abou t fo u r o r  five o 'c lo c k , and  the 

; K r im s .

I t  en d ed  by R oy tak ing  them  to the L ew is p la c e , and I  s e t  ,out a t  once,
1 . . •

and  we ro d e  u n til  d a rk  d ro v e  us in . The p a s tu re s  a r e  a lr e a d y  s ta r r e d  w ith  

a  few  l i t t le  p in k  pTaidx an d  lo ts  of b lu e -ey ed  g r a s s .  T he e lm s  a r e  com ing  

f i r s t ,  and  the r e d  oak  in  the b ack  y a rd  is  ju s t  beg inn ing  to bud . I  s to p p ed  

once and  I e x p lo re d  the  n o r th w e s t pastui^e and  the 80' a c r e s  w h e re  I  p u t out 

. the b lue  bo n n et s e e d s . T h e re  w as  a  sp rin k lin g , a  ju s tif ic a tio n , no g r e a t  

m a s s ,  a la s ,  an d  then  so m uch  rain> I  ^i-spair of e v e r  g e ttin g  our t r e e s  

; p lan ted .' T he b ig  liv e  oak  o u ts id e  of m y  b ed ro o m  window; an d  we d e fin ite ly  

have lo s t  one of the  liv e  o ak s , by M r. K lein*s w o rk sh o p . O th e rw ise , the 

p la c e  i s  look ing  g re a t ,  and  I  have Lyndon’s p e rm is s io n  to tak e  down the 

bubble  top o v e r  the sw im m ing  pool b e fo re  we get b a ck  on A p r il  5th.

C
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The John Hills and the Moursunds came for dinner. Lynda Bird and 

Chuck were on their daddyls right; the Krims, and Marie, and Diana Heiges, 

and it was a happy evening._ .I wonder if anybody who has been watching us 

would have thought it strange, that there was so little' mention of the big 

? 
event of the day - Bobby Kennedy1 s announcement:-

It had been in the back of my mind all day long because I knew he was 

going to have a press conference in the morning1 but it was not until the 

v'· ~ 
Park people left,...-that I could ask som~body in our office,,.\ I think it was,.-, 

what he had actually done and said. Yes,· it 1 s official; he 1 s running. And 

' then, just before dinner, Arthur Krirn described his statement. He co~\iidered 

it dangerous; he was running not on personality reasons, he said, but to save 

the country from a perilous course on the Vietnamese war. 

Arthur is deeply worried, r·can see; and I bless him .for caring. 

The Moursunds and the Hills I would describe as just angry. And Lyndon 

as philosophical, he 1 d known it all along, I think, since the moment Bobby 

Kennedy walked into his office, the first time after John Kennedy1s death. 

It was Lyndon that suggested that we see Guess Who's Corning to Dinner, 

and we all went out to the hangar which is completed now, for showing movies, . 

and very nice, except that it is hard to see from the back rows, because there 

is no incline. 

I stayed for about the first 30 minutes of it and then went in. Lynda and 

Chuck had gone in, and Lynda and I had a good long talk, all about Acapulco 

II ·1.·I how she feels, the~r plans. . SANlTIZED 
1 
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The others came back into the living room about- 11:30, and amazingly, 

did not leave it once. We talked about the movie. It1 s odd that Lyndon should 

admire it, .and find it so interesting that he would see it twice, when he 

usually goes to sleep after the first 10 minutes of any movie. 

Mathilde is sure that this is· the shape of things to come, and lt sadly, 

expect it is. A. w. is solidly against it, and doesn't want it to be shown 

to impressionable young people, he is a conservative to his bones and ~' 
\\ 

doubt that the changing world around him,.T~il.1 change him, althou~h he 

might be the last of a breed. 

The gold situation is teetering peri~ously, close to some black chasm, 

~t.--.""st'\ .• , ..... • 

and from the little I know. it1"'s eitfre9 the French are hurting us as much 

as they can, and the British helping us .as much as they can, and Lyndon, 

Joe Fowler, all the Administration people, working as hard as they can, 

to achieve some stability in it. 

And so with this mixture of problemsXnd blessings, my dear husband 

went to I:>ed about midnight, and I rem etnbered one amusing little vignette 

T~ts~ 
of the morning, at the T-a-k7h House, when Miss Mueller was describing the 

early life of the German s~ttlers~ the 18501 s. She showed us a little 

pewter lamp, and she said they used bear grease as a fuel in it. I asked, 

11 Do we have b~ar in this country?·' And she said yes, the Indians would 
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k il l  th em , p u t the g re a s e  in  d e e r s k in  sa c k s , and  b r in g  them  in to  town to

s e l l ,  to be u s e d  in  fry in g , an d  a s  fu e l fo r  la m p s .

A nd she d e s c r ib e d  how the p eace  th a t B a ro n  Von M eu seb ach  m ad e  w ith  

the Com  an ch e  lndians/5*1^cluded te r m s  of t ra d e , w h e re  th ey  w ould com e 

in to  the co m m u n ity  and b r in g  th ings to  s e ll .

■ ;  • - # # # # # # #  ■- ....  • ■
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