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MEMORANDUM -
’(;:.;_ - e THE WHITE HOUSE .
e - = ‘ o ' WASHINGTON o ‘
' Saturday, March 16, 1968 , - ~ Pagel
| vIt was a stolen day - -1 hadn't really expected'to have it. ‘The Gold
'crlsrs, the V1et Narn troop decrslon, had been bressmg 1n on Lyndon o
so/drd not think he could go to Texas for Lynda's b1rthda.y and to tell
| Chuck goodby. And sol had put it out of my mmd
Then, at a meetmg,)“{out the Texas Park,/%th Doug Hubbard and
Dr. Allen Kent,% Mr. Hendrlckson frOm the National Park Servrce,——é/.
| on Friday, ‘they. had told me that theyt could go-toTeXas on"very short .
not1cet I enqurred tentat1vely, ‘ “lee tomorrow?" Yes.- ‘ |

I had gotten word through Conme erth%at Laurane Rockefeller

was gomg to make it possable to have a long term plan for the JohnSOn

~ | ~ -
\'\"_‘ o Parko'%ne ’by. the National Park Servicé. And then maybe,/ I don't know

[
how much/\ﬁ\lp out with the exhlblts. 1 had asked Lynclon and he d1dn't

hes:.tate a moment. ”You all go to Texas and be w1th those chlldren every

da; you'vcan,. .rlght up unt11 they .leave'.“f-l"' " _ - . ‘ o | o ”
-And ‘sol.)ériday afternoon.jc{n the late planek .I’d ‘,gone 'dotn:, arriv'ing

after. con51derab1e trouble.,/%bi.avs.an Antonio,}éld automobilel on'.to the ranch, /Q‘) i .

ahttle before ll 30 R | | o | o
w Saturday mornmg?/woke to the most glonous .nveather, ‘and Mr.‘

Hubbard and Dr. Kent,f and Mr. Hendnckson, who'd arnved the nlght

—_ .
before and been put in the Cedar house, meet1ng me for’ breakfast(\baCOn

and eggs, and home made bread, in frOnt of the picture wmdow, lookmg out

- . on the ﬁeld_s and the glorrousblue skyl.-
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lnd:;hen, with Laurfnce s b1nocu1ars, the four of us set out and
'toured the park area, gettlng out at the site of the v1s1tor s center, and
7 followmg the strrng outline of the bu11d1ng itself, and explorlng the iold
log cabm, that had been'revealed m:ethle V1ctonan 81d1ng wa.s removed.r P o L
Loogd at the v1ew ,lof:the vr'anch house, from'what will‘be' the front porch .'
of"'t;h."ei"lflsito‘r"{s Center. : - " . ' SRR e :1-. *5""{-1 PR

~ And then all around the whole periphery, seeing the Longhorn5_ in the o

pasture, | graz1ng, and commg up on the buffalo, actually Just w1th1n 10 feet

. of them» in the car. We stopped at the old Sauer place, to look at the long

etor;} of man' sl'li.f‘e here, from the f1r_st _11tt1e‘ log.structure, to theve’ry ; ”

Gerrnan rnasohrjr work, white lirne stone; - And th.en.“on to the .l/;ictorian"..

.house with the gmgerbread and the oval glass fronts 1n the .door. There
b

'was one 11tt1e port10n where they had the story of Texas fences, all w1th1n

.about a- 50 foot spacej

A pzcturesque stone face; a spht ra11 barbed wire. - They seemed

e

really qu1te de11ghted a.t the potent1a1 I showed them p1ctures of the K

»w11d flowersya‘f{'om my albums of what we can expect in Sprmg, and actually |

in. the back yard of the Sauer place.jl/found :my f1rst bloomlng blue bonnet

of thelsea.son.\1 The ground is th1ck with them, and I began to get rea.lly
exc1ted th1nk1ng about ourutrip April 5th to 9th, and then very espec1ally, |

What I hoPe will be Ja personal.,%py trJ.p w1th close fr1encbnf: on the weekend

So— %'M“ S
of ‘ ; ’ day.'
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We v{rent back to the house Without having seen the Danz place, which

is,~after all, he oldest of the log cabins, according to arch%®oligist Tunnel.

" Mr. Hubbard has already seen it and I thought he might take the others

later in the day.“
B We got word that Ly—ndon was on hxs way, that he would arrive about
two o'clock in the afternoon. I qulckly changed the plans for our b1g meehng

for the old b1rthp1ace house, and shpped into. a dress, and we were off for
- T KEowERT

) Frederlcksburg, Where we met w1th ‘Mrs, Art Gevert at the Ploneer Museum.

'AShe and Mr, Tyrus Cox,_ whose title 1s e1ther head of the H1stor1ca1,Assoc1at1on, i

or D1rector of the Museum, I'm not sure, and the two wonderful old 1ad1es

5 - o Detins
who ta.ke everybody through Mrs. Brody and Mrs. -Beeén

They took us on the longest tour I‘ve ever had there, a full hour, and

- I really-think it impressed and amazed the Park Service people. They hadn't

known the depth of the German culture here, the German language newspaper o

had ﬂourlshed begmnmg shortly after the first settlers came in 1846 untxl

. .some t1rne in the 1940's,

KowgRT

Mrs. €ovesni-told me the dehghtful b1t about havmg found in the records SRS
T of the1r own paper/athe/announcement of LYndOn's btrth/,x_ln German. 5 And, L

- alas, ,of _cours_e,/g/:wmg him no nanze4he didn't have one then. I said, "How

much Wa's it - about two l_ines_?" ‘And'she sadd, ""No, abOut a line and a half, ' ‘

‘Anyway it' willv be fun to- have.

"~ On our Way through,”1 took from rny purse,})y van1ty and started to.

"'powder my nose, wwnh a sharp V’Crack‘f to the. ﬂoor, I sh:.vered and

B e e i
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IR before I could stop m‘yself,/éid ny hope it didn't break. " I,picked it up&-

1t had shattered., I t.h'ought‘of thellast tirne .I had broké‘“{ rnirror - it‘was ,
_the day. that Him’ldied. | | |
I could see s1gns of. prepara.tron for our v1sd1t//n the 5th | They are
o all so exo1ted over~1t., For one‘thmg, in the ltltohen, there 8 no longer -
the enortnous clutter, doaens and dozene of old 1ron k1tchen utensﬂs, dated

R47 20 o SCONPIS GUV-V N ,
1840, 50, 60, 70. H-was. just approx1mate1y the number a fam11y 11v1ng

the:.;(would use{\Qnd in a b1g wooden bowl, there were fresh vegetables,

' Just as though some one had brought them in from the gardenl And here '
; \-oY\ WW‘(__') ?

and there 1n the hvmg room, where Baron Von Mozseybock's organ is the

outstandmg exhxblt, the,re_ s a bouquet of flowers, So our ‘WOnderful little

“museum is getting' into stride, with today's idea of how a mueeum ‘should

look. ;

I looked with fresh eyes at some of the display 'c‘a'.'sesv.'_ Several of _thern

~are quite'extra_or_di'na‘ry'.- Enormous gla‘ss 'fronted}béees of furniture, about. =~

12 or more feet high. They oame from one of the old hardware stores going"_,-i

J

" out of business, I heard.
"I asked how thej,gOt_all thesve old artifacts, because the museum onluyv

began sometim e in the 30"31." : The'y: said they let it be known that the museum

. vs}a._s going to open, and the people just dug them Aup, from their trunks, »thei.r

‘ attics,: and barn lofts. And Mrs. Kowart Sa.ld, in fact, they'd ha.d qu1te an

assemblage of them in the off1Ce of the paper for years, and they brought all S




'»backmg.
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. of them over.

It is quite a community achievement' I take my hat off to it | - We went

mto the httle stone pat1o, . centered by the well, taiked about thlS rn1ght
be the place where they'd serve coffee and apple strudel to the forelgn

_ .correspondents. <

| 'I‘was proud of our 1ocal area.l :
Next, we went to the Totch House, and Mrs. Mueller took us through.

, He‘re;% o caving 7 coms e e e of th

saw another engravmg ,»\ that had been one of the Museum - of

- Frederlcksburg «%/s they looked in about the 1850'3. They told us w1th

—-o—’

: pnde,(%at the settlers that came over here,ﬁwere not all farmers.f\ some o
| ")Were art1sts{%.nd mus1C1ans. The son of one had gone on to be the conductor o
" of the outstanding symphony orchestra ofvthev.United S_tates - Ne'w _York or

~ Boston, I belie've.‘._'.".' .

Then' we dr'ove around‘town and looked at the outside of the little Sunday P
. i ' [ B,
4

'houses, St. Barnabas Church, the octagon lookmg shaped k1rky, ‘the w1de

‘ street of town, des1gned so that a double ox team could turn around w1thout

As&“headed for home, alertmg Mary to have dmner ready for us as soon-

__as we arnved We sat down to ham,ﬂand gnts.. And we had Just fmzshed

_when we got word that the plane was commg in and I went out to the hangar

to meet Lyndon, who was preceeded out of the plane by Yukl,' and he had Patnck

NN

' Lyndon in his arms - he I‘stopped in Austin long enOugh to gather h1m. ] Luc1 -

- evva. - .
and Pat were off for a weekend thh fr1ends in -bawaua» Laredo. o
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The Krims were with him, and I was so glad to see them ’because

.I' knew he‘ would have a happyb afternoon, riding and.talking, and I needed

to mak_e'u'se of my afternoon for the park. L R , . Lo _‘".'f"ij.”f" :

For some peculiar sentimental reason, Ihad decided to have this

' '.-,meeting'in the room at ’the birthplace hous‘.e, rather than at the Cedar House,”" '

*-'perhaps the more logrcal place, because I remember the wonderful day

- we spent in the house where Lyndon was born, with John Macy and John

Gardner,)'/nd Chancellor Ransom, about elght of us, trymg to brmg into.

, bemg/Qhe Lyndon Johnson School of Pubhc Serv1ce.

' And so, .abOut two, we gathered in the West room 'of the little house -

Mr. W1111am Gosdm, ‘the head of the Texas State Parks our three nauonal
park men, Doug Hubbard;%d Dr.- ‘ Kent,/gd Mr. Hendnckson, Curtis

Tunnell the Texas State archaeologlst, who had written us a long letter about

Kort

his exploratlons of the three log cabins in l:he park Nanoy Sow, the exh1b1ts ;o .

'off:.cer in the Texas State Parks;' Roy W’hrte, Dr. Joe Franz, from the Unlversiit‘jr, “

the vhistorian on whom we will rely' for the’way that pioneers of that_day lived;__bn. o

‘and Mr. Tyrus Cox, on whom I shall lean heavily to tie us in with local

There were several more peOple I'd wanted so much to ask Wayne Bell
who had restored the Wmed tage Coach Inn; Mrs, Charles Bybee, whosq

restored a full dozen perhaps old places, rangrng from the 1840‘5 to the .

' .1890'.s; W. W. Yuk&m, head of the Texas Memor1a1 Museum, and author

of one of the chapters in -A President's Country.- B

[, P B S S LT T TR e TR
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Of ‘course,}I/ had as'ke'd‘Will Od&m, Without whom the whole project}

would never have gotten off the ground #ut he was out of town. \

2 and r1f1e{”a/nd spm.nmg wheel,/‘"’and whatever'pthe settler of the 1870's, who o

—— -

But the speed with Wthh 1t was put together, made it d1ff1cu1t to get

s

them a11 and we d1d have a good talkmg group. wh1ch we certamly for

| .about four hours. . We argued pro and con/ao{ whether the log cabm r1ght

the‘re ne'xt to ‘the .\‘rrsltor s.center;,/éﬁzld be 1ntegra11y attached to 1t, that L)
is the‘roof lines oo'mbined. with just the interior of the cab1n used.as a
exhihit area. ' |
Roy held out that it should a11 the Nat1ona1 Park Serv1ce people ‘agreed

w1th h1m. I felt 1 d1dn't know enough to. have an 0p1n1on. - But Mr. Tunnell

o Kot 2lone SR Ny
an_d.:Mllss _ held out for a true restoratmn wh1ch would necessanly
separ-‘ate it tro_m the visitor.'s. center and maybe make it out of place_.’

So, we decided to proceed as it was, .that is, an integral part of the
visitor's center'./ la.nd we allldevc'ided that it w.ould be be st to set‘ouri s.ites o

on ma.kJ.ng it our :E1rst exh1b1t, that is, w1th the sort of bed,/ and chau-, s

- W‘

/ et

1t was buﬂ.t/\vould have had in h1s home. And it was r1ght here tha.t one of

the most useful statements of the day was made, by Mr. Tyrus Cox. He |

- said xix he thought it would be no problem to fmd these art1facts, these :

art1c1es’~ the proneered w1th He thought that pe0p1e st111 had them, and :

- a mighty cheering statement. and I am sure the Museum in Fredericksburg

e Y et (T

: 11ved there/\for that is about the t1me Curt1s 'I‘unnell »'the archaeol1g1st says

would be proud to donate them, . I'll beheve it when it -happens, but it was
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itself a;, fnany that it cannotleffectively'display. I venture to hope‘ that .

" any that they may have in storage,/ they might be generous enough'to lend

us with proper credit.
Mr Tunnell -talked aﬁeﬁt some explorations at his diggings around the
three cab1ns, to fmd in 3t b1ts and p1eces‘of the things those p1oneers had

1
SRR - ”
11ved w1th, the sort of htchen%dea. And to fi_nd found_atiens »of '

. outside buildings.'

Mt/ Frantz outlined for the National Park Service people,/the history

of the area; ‘the German immigration, the Indians before that.

o Q,,I‘Il'cider}ta.l}?f",_./ciart.i% Tunnell said there was an Indian mound, notany .

' particalarly.exciting possibility, bﬁt there,::"'on the park premises;

1 th1nk it was a concensus of opinion,/ the Natlonal Park Sery:ee will _

‘ 6 &Q,\~
proceed with the overall plan, and in about two weeks/{\/Ir. ég?sm, and

~ Mr, Tunnell and Nancy,&ott w111 come to Wash1ngton,7/and go te th.eii"'i‘

lab‘or'a_teries discuss further with them their plans,

The theme of the exhibits is Life in the Area,In Times Past, Indians, = -

. Gerin_axi‘s:,‘ | Cattle :Drives - arid'there will proba‘ply be a map 'and’so'r_ne .
’menti'olri of the cetnplex sur‘r”oundi'ng the Pieeident"s‘ hom e the 'ra:heh hous’e SR

-‘ 1tself the house where he was: born, the famﬂ.y cemetery, h1s grandfather 5 ..

home, the 11ttle school he f:.rst attended All of these w111 be very 51mp1y

: pomted out, low key and mmor, as long as we are in pubhc off1ce. This -

‘'was what 1 kept en insisting on, and I think the ‘idea was acceptdble to




.o

. 'say.

© It was a meeting full of enthusiasm, with a good deal of‘rabbit chasing -
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'_ every body. '

I kept on br1ng1ng us back to the p01nt, 1£ the contract was let in May

vas they planned the bu11d1ng wou.ld probably be f1n1shed between November

63 and January 69, and that we must have some sort of an exh1b1t for then -

,what”v'v'ould'it _be. And. the assets that we had to go on were some ver}r B
handsom e Longhorns, several rather ratty looking. buffalo, plenty of white:-~ 7=
tail deer,-._ three old log cabins, and a view.of the President's house; taken

N frorn there, what could we produce between now and next Christmas, let's

3
as Lyndon would have expressed it, but a lot of good suggestions tossed
around and some ‘decided on. And to me, it'was another step forward for -
one‘of.. the dreams Ihope to 'see corne to pass.

Of course, Igotin my word for plenty of w11d flower seeds and for “

' ‘shdes of the wﬂd flowers/*the Edwards Plateau, to be v1ewed perhaps, ' f:'_ :

~ in oneof those _-part1c:.pat1ng exh1b1ts where you Just punch a button.‘ .

We went up to the mam house, close to slx,ﬁ and had beer and nc}ches

specrals. made plans to keep in’ touch, each w1th the person Wlth the 5 o

| -pa_rtmular expe-rt;ze ~that he;n_eeded. to explore further.- , And I msis_tmg to - s
Mr. Hubbard, that I did think 1t would be quite appropriate, whenever _they. B

' 'could,/ for Mr. Kent and Mr. Hendrickson to see the little Fort complex . ‘

in Johnson City, meet Jessle Hunter and Betty Weinheimer, and get a sort
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of a forecast of how many people m1ght come to see this exh1b1t once it

. was done.._% talk w1|:h Wayne Bell and Mrs. Charles Bybee about restora-
| ; tlo_nks. In short, there wa.s much to be done in the locahty, 1f they ha.d the* :

. time tw.

‘He _felt.tha_.t they would return to Washington the next rnOrn_ing,, so we

made them‘,re'servav.tions; and 1 sent_them down to the. LeWie house to spend B R

the night, half of me anxious to go with them and talk about it fur.thei:_.’D'
And the other half anxious to gét out in the car and join Lyndon, and

» Lynda Bird and Chuck who had come in about four or five o'clock, ‘and the

. Krims.

It ended by Roy taking them to the Lewis place, and I set out at once,

: a.'nd' we rode until dark droVe us in. The pasturesare elrea.dy starred With
a few 11tt1e prnk ph].ox a.nd lots of blue—eyed gra.ss. "The elm sl are: com;nig R
f1rst, a.nd the red oak in the back yard is Just begmmng to bud. I‘ s‘to‘pped‘
“once and I explered the northwest pa.sture and the 80 acres where I put out

' -‘the blue bonnet ‘s'eeds. 'There-was a si:rinkling, a justificatiOn, no grea't

- __-mass, a.las, a.nd then so much ram, I chspalr of ever gettmg our trees S

- 'planted The b1g 11ve oak outs1de of my bedroom w1ndow, a.nd we defm1|:e1y

_ have lost one »of the 11ve oa.ks,_ by Mr. Klein's WOrkshop. » Otherwise,_ the . o

place is looking great, and I bave Lyndon's perr‘nissioh: to take down the

" bubble top.p\fe'r. the.swimming pool before we :get back on April 5th,
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kill_.them, .put l;h'e' 'grease in deerskin sacks, | and bring them into toni to .
.. sell, to be"us‘ed in fi'ying, ‘and as fuel for lampsk. '

_ And she ﬂéséribed how the peace that Baron Von Meusebach made with

the Com anche Itlxdians)ﬁcluded"tefms of trade, where they would come

into the community and bring things to sell.

i L

W
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L N




