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Lyndon w as up e a r ly  and w en t to  St. F ra n c is  X a v ie r , tak in g  Lynji, who 

s a t  q u ie tly  a l l  d u rin g  the s e rv ic e ,  I  w as to ld , and  w as m uch  a d m ire d  by 

F a  th e r^ to ^ S ftfca n d '^ h e^  ong r  e ga tion .

Lyndon s le e p s  so  l i t t l e  th e se  d ay s , i t ’s one of the th ings I  w o rry  m o s t 

ab o u t h im .

And then  the fo u r o f us d ro v e  in  to St. B a rn a b a s  - Lynda and  Chuck,

Lyndon an d  I, fo r  the e lev en  o 'c lo c k  s e rv ic e .  W e've lo s t  R e v e re n d  M c A llis te r . 

On the w ay in r^L yndon  s a id  so m eth in g  I w ill r e m e m b e r i t s  w isd o m .

We w e re  ta lk in g  abou t the r is in g  tide  of iso la tio n  in  th is  co u n try , an d  

I  w as  say in g  how  s tro n g  i t  w as  in  m e  - no t thought, ju s t  p u re  em o tio n , fed  

b y  the a c tio n s  of su ch  c o u n tr ie s  a s  Sweden, h o s tin g  a  t r i a l  of the  U nited  

S ta te s  a s  w a r  c r im in a ls ;  F r a n c e 's  m an ip u la tio n  of the gold. I m ade  a  h o t 

h e ad ed  s ta te m e n t ab o u t w hen we go t the V ie t-N am  w a r  s e tt le d  f in a lly ^ I^

-d id n 't  w an t to hav e  a n o th e r  th ing  to do w ith  any  fo re ig n  co u n try . And h e  . 

lo o k ed  a t  m e  v e ry  c a lm ly  and  sa id , " T h a t’s lik e  say in g  Jam es* c h ild re n  

hav e  g o tten  the s m a ll  pox,, and  I 'm  n o t going to do anyth ing  ab o u t i t . ”

J a m e s ' c h i ld re n  liv e  ab o u t a  b lo ck  fro m  u s .  If they h a d  the s m a l lp o x ,  m y  

f i r s t  thought w ould  b e , " I 'v e  go t to b e  s u re  th ey 'v e  got the  b e s t  d o c to r an d  

c a r e .  And m y  n e x t thought w ould be fo r  o u r own sa fe ty . O r, m aybe th o se  

though ts w ould be r e v e r s e d .

A t St. J^asn ab as , the p r e s s  w as lin ed  up in  fo rc e , F ra n c e s  and  Helen. . 

in  the fo re f ro n t,  and  we w alk ed  in  slow ly , the fo u r of u s  to g e th e r . T h is
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woxild be a  s o r t  of goodby p ic tu re .

T he new  m in is te r  is  a  youthfu l, p le a s a n t m an , and  i t  w as co m fo rtin g  

to s in k  in to  the r i tu a l  of the E p isc o p a l ch u rch .

B ac k  a t  h o m e, we w atch ed  the l a s t  p a r t  o f  Q u estio n s  and  A n sw e rs .

H u b e r t Hum p h re y  w as a b so lu te ly  m a g n ific e n t. He and  R u sk  a r e  ab o u t the 

on ly  two who a r e  going out sp eak in g  fo r  the a d m in is tra t io n  now.

I  h av e  a  grow ing fee lin g  of P ro m e th e u s  bound, ju s t  a s  though we w ere  

ly ing  th e re  on the ro c k , ex p o sed  to the v u ltu re s ,  and  r e a l ly  n o t fig h tin g  ' 

b ack ..

I  ch an g ed  in to  p an ts  and  then  w ith  Lyndon, M ath ilde and A r th u r ,  and  

J e s s e ,  to u re d  the D anz ra n c h . The M c A llis te rs  d rove  up  ju s t  a s  w e w e re  

le a v in g . L ynda h ad  in v ited  them  out, so we le f t  h e r  an d  C huck to  keep  

them  com pany .

T he w e a th e r  w as g lo rio u s , w ith  th a t a n tic ip a tio n  of sp rin g  in  the a i r ,  

and  w hen th a t f a i ls  to ex c ite  m e , I w ill be 90 y e a rs  old and  a s  good a s  d ead .

I t w as  th re e  o 'c lo c k  w hen we got b ack  to the m a in  h o u se  and s a t  down 

to lu n c h ^ L y n d a  once m o re  s ittin g  b y  h e r  daddy, and  the R e v e re n d  M c A llis te r  

b y  m e . T he day  i s  too p re c io u s  to lo s e , so  a f te r  lu n ch  M ath ilde  and  A r th u r , 

an d  J e s s e ,  an d  Lyndon an d  I,, h e lic o p te re d  o v er to A. W. *s, p ick ed  h im  up, 

a n d  th en  w en t to the D avis ra n c h . I  h ad  w an ted  to. We h a d n 't  b e e n  th e re  

. in  m o n th s . A s you fly  o v e r , you see  th a t a l l  the tan k s  a r e  fu ll, an d  c re e k s  

 ̂ a r e  f lo w in g r '^ a t  h a d n 't  h ad  w a te r  in  them  in  y e a r s .  I t h a s  b e e n  the w e t te s t
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sp r in g  I  r e m e m b e r ,  and now if  we c an  ju s t  ge t som e s u n s h in e ,^ t  ought to

be a  g lo r io u s  w ild  f lo w er se a so n .

We b u m p ed  a ro u n d  in  b ro n c o s , o v e r  the h i l ls  and  a c r o s s  th e  s t r e a m s .

MEMORANDUM

r

and then  we h e lico jp te red  to the K rim s  re s id en ce /\^ it w as g row ing  ch illy , 

M a th ild e  l i t  a  f i r e ,  and  the p lace  lo o k ed  so w elco m in g .

I  w a lk ed  ab o u t h a lf  the p e r im e te r  of th e ir  fe n c e s . M ath ild e  h a s  s to u tly  

r e fu s e d  to  l e t  the p la c e  be  b u lld o zed . C h e e rs  to h e r !  You m ak e  y o u r w ay 

th ro u g h  the m e sq u ite  and c e d a r ,  and  liv e  oaks and  g ra n ite  b o u ld e rs , the 

th o rn y  r e d  C h r is tm a s  c a c tu s , the a z u r i ta  yellow  w ith  m ill io n s  of l i t t le  

■ '■■"blossom s.

f  L ynda an d  C huck c am e  to m e e t U S ,  and  we a l l  h e lic o p te re d  h o m e, and

th e re  w e re  L u c i and  P a t ,  a t  long la s t ,  w ith  the d e lir io u s ly  h appy  s to r ie s  

o f th e ir  t r ip  to L a re d o . L u c i is  co n v in ced  th a t she h a s  m o re  of the b e s t  

f r ie n d s  in  the  w o rld , the n ic e s t  in  the  w o rld , the b e s t  h u sb an d , and  the 

b e s t  baby .

T h is  is  a  ty p ic a l g re e tin g  to  h e r  on the phone, w hen she  c a l ls  h e r  

daddy. "H ello  daddy! I  ju s t  w an ted  to m ake  s u re  you h e a r  a  c h e e r fu l  v o ice  

today . I  h a v e n 't  got any  p ro b le m s . "

T h e .fa c t  th a t P a t  h a s  g o tten  h is  o r d e r s ,  and  is  re tu rn in g  to  h is  old 

u n i t  in  W ashing ton , and  w ill p ro b ab ly  be going o v e r s e a s ,^ ^  a  few  w eeks

< yuo r  m o n th s  /  i s  no p ro b lem  to them/y^that i s ,  th a t they  c a n 't  take ..

L u c i ex p la in s  the d iffe re n c e  b e tw een  h e r  and  ly tnda, "M o th e r; I 'v e  

h a d  a  y e a r  an d  a  h a lf  of m a r r ie d  life  and  i t 's  b e e n  so w o n d erfu l, and  I*m
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s e t t l e d . "

I ^ a s  a  happy  even ing  a l l  to g e th e r . L ynda and  C huck, L u c i an d  P a t,  

the K rim  s , M o u rsu n d s, an d  Jesse*««N o m ee tin g  w ould be co m p le te  w ith o u t

h im ,- ii^ h e  s ta ff , J im  Jo n e s , an d  M a rie , M ary  R a th e r , L a r r y  T em p le .

D in n er w as a l l  L ynda B ir d 's  f a v o r ite s  - s te a k , an d  sp in ach , ho m e m ad e  

p each  ic e  c re a m  , and  a  g re a t  b ig  cake  w ith  one s in g le  can d le  on i t .  We a l l  

sang  h ap p y  b ir th d a y  w hile  she b lew  i t  out.

Lyndon h a d  a lr e a d y  g iven  themi-^^fiis a lbum  the day  b e fo re , and  I gave 

h e r  a  s m a ll  p illo w , p ie c e d  to g e th e r  fro m  f a b r ic s  u se d  a l l  o v e r  the W hite 

H o u s e ^ f ro m  th e  D an ie l W eb s te r  s o f a i^ o  the c h a ir s  in  the  fa m ily  s it t in g  

room  the W est H all. I t  w ill be a  n ice  p iece  to r e m e m b e r  and  id e n tify .

A nd M r. F le m in g  d e lig h ted  h e r  w ith  one of h is  r a r e  b o o k s . By now  

she h a s  a  c o lle c tio n  w o rth  a  good m an y  thousand  d o lla rs ,  I  e x p ec t.

T.he K rim s  le f t  'to c a tc h  a  p lane a  l i t t le  p a s t  ten , and  L ynda and  C huck  

and  I ,^ ^ ^ d  M a ria lle n  p lay ed  b r id g e . ; T hey  a r e  both  fo rm id a b le  p la y e r s .  

Wihrlit' Lyndon an d  J e s s e  and  A. W. ta lk e d  u n til  m idn igh t.

. A nd I / ( i t  w as  only  l a t e r  th a t I lo o k ed  b a c k  and  thought, "H ow  w a s te fu l, 

how fo o lish  of m e no t to g e t a  fa m ily , 'p ic tu re , h e re  w ere  a l l  the s ix  of u s  

a t  the d in n e r  ta b le , a n d  w e h ad  the  f a c i l i t ie s  of the W hite H ouse p h o to g ra p h e rs . 

I  h a d  the fee lin g  of w a s te d  o p p o rtu n itie s , of s tan d in g  s t i l l  w hen I  sh o u ld  be 

ru n n in g . I  see  the  h e a d lin e  th a t say s  "L B J  Seeks A u s te r i ty  V ic to ry  -  K eim edy 

Vows New P o lic ie s "  bu t I s tan d  im m o b ile  and w atch .
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