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A p p a r e n t l y h a d  reached  the end of m y p h ysica l to lerance for lo s s  

of s lee p . I woke in Lyndon’s room  at 7:15, tumbled into m ine, and into 

bed, and did not open m y ey es  again until 10:20. Oh b lis s fu l g ifts  from  ' 

the GodsJ If only I could give it  to Lyndon.

^  I w as ready for a busy  day, on this f ir s t  day of spring, S^it on m y  

y e llo w  -fctfepy Beasie su it that Lyndon had given  m e for C h ristm as, and

c lo se  to 11:30 went out on the grounds with Lyndon, to g reet the P resid en t  

of Paraguay, G eneral S tro essn er . I rem em bered  that Lyndon had lik ed  ’ ' 

him  p articu larly , ’sskKax among a ll the C hiefs of State he h a ^ e t  at Puento  

dLL»este. He em erg ed  from  the big b lack  car, tall,_^solid looking, a ssu red , , 

affable m an, sand y-h a ired  and v ery  freck led , regrettab ly  no E nglish .

T here w as one charm ing d ifferen ce , in  th is now fa m ilia r , but alw ays dram atic  

a r r iv a l.c e r e m o n ie s . When the band struck  up the National Anthem of 

Paraguay, there w as f ir s t ,  a soaring c a ll-to ^ r m s  so r t of phase, and then 

it  w ent into a  sad  m ood, and about that tim e I rea lized  that a ll around m e, 

p a rticu la r ly  on m y  right, w here the N ationals of Paraguay w ere  lin ed  up, 

there w as a hum m ing that ro se  to a singing/^spontaneous, natural -  I w ish  

that in  a ll the four co rn ers  of the felobe,^^^ reacted  to the Star Spangled 

Banner that w a y ^

And then, it  w ent into a gay phase, w ith a louder, m ore buoyant singing.

B ack in the D iplom atic R eception R oom , we had the litt le  rece iv in g  lin e , 

and then we looked up^^^d there w as L u c i , /^ d  Patrick^^-^nd baby, who cam e  

over and w ere introduced to G eneral S tro essn er .
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Lyndon took the C hief of State away to h is  o ffice for talks, and I went 

back u p sta ir s  to m y desk , w here the ugly headlines of the day s t i l l  aw aited

m e, unchanged by the p leasant beginning.

H oward C lo se s  Down in  P r o te s t  -  B rita in s F ace New T a x -B ite  Wage 

C ontrol. C on scien ce of a d e se r te r . Who;2®ver thought I would liv e  to see  

the day when a d eser te r  b ecam e a so rt of a fo lk  hero.

One happy note, a b ig p icture of P resid en t Trum an - Trum an Supports 

Johnson. And h is  an sw ers w ere straight forw ard, sa lty , sharp and very  

p o sitiv e . j

I record ed  axid w orked on the m a il w ith M arilyn, signing an innum erable
r\;i ■ , ' u ■' ”  "■ "' -S '■ '̂ „
^ stack  of p ictu res which I ca ll m y id iot work, arid M arilyn lookad at m e with

ju st a shade of d isapproval "But it  m akes a lo t  of people happy". - , ^

T alked  to Jake about a problem  le tte r  from  our d is tr ic t , a proposed  dump 

by St. L uke's on the Lake. , , <

^^^h John W alker about the w onderful loan of D aniel Boone escortin g  

P io n eers  Into the W estern Covintry, a Bingham , but it 's  only a loan , and I . 

sh a ll w rite  the m o st gratefu l accep tan ce.

L uci brought Lyn^i in  and he ma de h is  contribution ^  the hum or of the 

day by dropping a  fu ll ro ll of to ile t paper into the 'Jonnie' which he has  

ju st d isco v ered  a s  a v ery  delightful p lace to play.

I had lunch on a tray and som etim e during the a f t e r n o o n /^ l le d  our 

C' h o u segu ests  -  the Zac Lenta^sr^Tnd the Sam L o w sr 'a ^  the Ed R ays to w elcom e

them and get them settled . A ctually , M arilyn alw ays does it  once, and v e r y  '
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w e l l . ' ■ ̂

Spent the r e s t  of the afternoon working at m y desk. M et with Jim  

Ketchum and C arter Brown about a fram e for "Arturito", now that m y

d early  beloved  Mary G assattA lon ger above the m a n te ^ b u t  w m  returned  

to the Smithsonian>| to the Fine A rts which w ill open in May.

The p lace is  em pty and "Arturito" should rea lly  be refram ed, even  if  

he only l iv e s  w ith me in th is room  for another eight m onths or so , b eca u se  

he now belongs to u s . . _

C arter w as v ery  helpful, he decided on som ething that I think w ill be 

fin e . When I think of the lo v e ly  Mary C assatt, nothing w ill ever  rep lace  

' i t  r e a lly .

I hope I'm not one of those people who, b ecause som eone has given  

m e som ething for three or four y e a r s , is  hurt when they withdraw it . I 

m u st alw ays rem  em ber the tim e I had i t  and what a  joy it  w a s.

Jean Louis arr ived  and I had m y form al h air do.__]^ t  on m y Y ellow

chiffon, that floa ts  over ein ea stern  fa b ric , and had s^m e p ictu res m ade. 

Since tim e i s  fleetin g  and so  is  m y resid en ce  h ere , aad> th ese  v ery  talented

photographers^'^ weUQt to accum ulate fiv e  or s ix  good p ictu res of m e in  

evening d r e s s e s ,  and so b efore each  State Dinner I shall try . I've been  

r e m iss ;  r m  s t i l l  giving out p ictu res m ade in  64 aiui 65.

Lyndon w ore h is Paraguayan sh irt, we w ere  on the North P o r tico  in  

the b r illia n t ligh t of the ca m eras,^ ^ ^ ittle  past feight to m eet P resid en t  

S tr o e s s n e r ^ ^ io  a rr ived  with h is  two son s, E stavo and A lfredo, and we went 

up the Y ellow  Room with th e ir  m in ister  of F oreign  A ffa irs, Mr, P a sto r ,
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and about three other rnetnbers of h is  party.

Hubert and M uriel, ebullient as  a lw ays, w ere  there; and V irgin ia , 

without the S ecretary . That dauntless so ld ier  had gone hom e with a 

headache, and I w as glad for once tha he had succum bed to som ething  

p h y sica l that hurt h im , and didn’t ju st tough it out.

S tr o essn e r 's  two s o n s ,> li^  L uci and P at m ade it  a  w arm er o cca sio n , 

and am ong our g ifts  to h im /j a cowboy su it, id en tica l to L yn 's, for h is . 

grandson, a lm o st the sam e age; And a ch ess  s e t  lik e  John Quincy A dam s' ; 

w hich i s  in  the Sm ithsonian, and the A ccutron desk  c lo ck  that we u se  so 

m uch. And for M rs. S tro essn er , who w as not w ith h im . W est V irgin ia  

c r y s ta l lik e  we u se  in  the White H ouse.

’ - He w as v e r y  ap p reciative throughout, in  fact, I don't rem em b er a

C hief o f State who seem ed  m ore p leased , m ore im p r e sse d  to be h ere .

I w as aw are that w e had invited  him  toagetx against the w hispering and 

snide rem ark s from  the su p er -in te llec tu a ls , who c a ll  him a d ictator, and 

so  I saw  w ith a cheerr'^tl^ Evening Star ed itor ia l, .which r e fe r s  to h is  

staunch friendsh ip  with the United S tates, a»dXuba,Mand the D om inican  

R epublic - in  fact, w h erever needed. T his con sid erab ly  fla v o red  the 

con versa tion  that p a ssed  betw een him  and Lyndon.

He had brought us som e beautiful lin en s, for m e and the g ir ls ,  hand : 

w ork of h is  country, and som e lea ther s to o ls , e lab orate ly  tooled . I think 

^  one of them cam serv e  a s  a stoo l, and as a lib ra ry  step , in our new sittin g

room  at the ranch.
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We lin ed  up a s  a th reeso m e, to go down behind the co lo r  guards, and  

I think I fe lt  the m ilita ry  m an's u n m o v i n g i m p r e s s e d  reaction , to the 

r e a lly  stirr in g  cerem on y, follow ing those fine young so ld ier s  down the 

grea t corridor,<^^ the tune of H ail to the C hief.

T his w as, o f co u rse , a one room  dinner, about 140. The Brennans  

rep resen ted  the Suprem e Court; and from  the Cabinet, the C lifford s and 

C. R. Sm ith, v
■ y.— — -------

The Senators w ere  Burt H ickenlooper, and B a rtlett o f A laska , and 

Howard Cannon of Nevada; and we a re  getting so m any reg re ts  from  

G overnors th ese  d a y s/\a n d  I think I sh a ll d iscu ss  with Price^^'not inviting  

a n y m o r e .

That, with the revved  up heat of the cam paign yea r  and the excruciating  

ord ea l of the w ar, the num ber of d eclin es on the listr^^feave been  getting  

m o re  and m o r e  obvious.

The C ovey O livers w ere a help  throughout, ex ce llen t Spanish, long  

knowledge of the w hole continent, and gay, happy p er so n a lit ie s .

T here w ere  two astronauts - A rm strong and Gordon. F rom  the 

entertainm ent w orld , Howard M itchell, and I made a point o f te llin g  him  

how proud I w as that one of h is  p ro teg e 's  had com posed  a beautifu l p iece  

of m u sic  under a grant from  the National C ounsel of the A rts.

^nd Martha R aye, who has entertained  the troops so  m any tim es . 

And there w ere two other m em b ers from  our guest of honor's fam ily .
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who a re  c it iz en s  of our country; a cou sin  from  Colorado, Mr. R obert 

S tro essn er; and a nephew, which to m e added to the grace of the evening. 

Among those from  the governm ent w ere the H arold L inders from  the 

E xp ort-im  port Bank; and the young, a ttractive  B ill S h err ills , head of the 

R ese rv e  System , whom I had s in g led  out,,-..^r^comers in the tov/n^^nd  people  

I w ould like to know b etter .

'........ ...... ......■
And, of course^'^from the P eace  Corpr^the Jack Vaughnsi Bob Dowling 

w as th ere, w ith h is  new w ife. H e's been  so p erson a lly  generous to u s , a s  

w e ll as  to a ll  the other P resid en tia l fa m ilie s; with the suite f ir s t  at the 

C a r ly le ;  it  u sed  to be for the T rum ans, and the Kennedys - I do not know 

about the E isen h ow ers, and then us; and then at the P ie r r e ,

B es id es  our h ou segu ests,:. there w ere a few  other Texans.

B eca u se  tonight i s  the night for L atinos, the R oberto O rnelas, 

he*s the national P resid en t for LULAC, beam ed when I told him how fa m ilia r  

that nam e w as to m e. And Dr, and M rs. C andelario Saenz, 

form er P resid en t o f the M exican Cham ber o f C om m erce; and the Ed S ingers  

of Corpus C h risti, who’s ̂ w ork in g  on an a rt ga llery  for C orpus, to be bu ilt • 

by P h ilip  Johnson.

And from  the p r e s s , the P r ic e  Days of the B altim ore Sun; and the Hugh 

P a tterso n s of L ittle  Rock, and the B ill Sm alls of CBS; and a gentlem an I 

w as e sp e c ia lly  glad to greet. Dr. R oger Rusk, Dean's broth er.

When the 140 had filed  by, we went into the State Dining Room and I
/  ■
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qtiietly  told the P resident>-/^^it about the other gu ests  at the tab le, whom ’ 

a ctu a lly  he had just m et, but how can a stranger rem em b er,

M a rn y  C lifford  on h is right; Mayor C ervantes of St. Louis next,

a handsom e, yotm gish m an w ith a v ery  Latino nam e, whom I had invited  

b ecau se  of h is  very  active  in te r e st  in  beautification . He and I have talked  

. on the phone about the con feren ce he had ca lled  for beautification  in  St, LoiiisV  

And I w as agh ast when he told m e/^the m essa g e  I had so lab oriou sly  done 

tw ice; on a tape, had not reached  him . Inefficiency, lo s s  of effort, m akes  

m e m ad. . I sh a ll find out why

Monagan, I

b e liev e  of Connecticut; and next Tom Getiys of G eorgia . It turned out, he 

had bidden the w h istle  stop with m e, from  one end of G eorgia to the other. 

B arefoo t's  su g g estio n s are alw ays v ery  w e ll thought out and docum ented.

N ext I had M rs, H erbert F r en sley  of Houston, whom we have known, 

though not w e ll, for so m any y ea rs . They brought us word of G eorge and 

A lice* Then there w as Mike D ouglas, who tried  so  hard to get m e to go on 

h is  program , I sa id  no b ecau se I'm scared . I think I should have sa id  y e s .  

B etty  H ughes h as ju st fin ish ed  being h is  co -h o st for a w eek . We sang a duet 

\^^her^praise./';;- ';

N ext, I did need  som e one who spoke good Spanish, so  I asked  M rs. H errera  

of the to ter-A m erica n  D evelopm ent Bank, who turned out to be pretty , l iv e ly  

C  and charm  ing, and who took ca re  of the P r esid en t's  a id e, M r. Roque A vila

w hose im portance, the State D epartm ent sa y s , exceed s h is t it le , who, w ith
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no English#^*l^had d ifficu lty  talking to.

The P resid en t and I talked of fish ing; the r iv e r s  o f Paraguay offer  

w onderful sport, he told m e. Of grandchildren, h is  enthusiasm  equals  

ours;and that ubiquitous subject, the p o ss ib ility  of a v is it  to h is  country.

I sh a ll lea v e  this p lace*-^ issatisfied ..^ ''^ ith  m y ab ility  to draw  forth  

from  m any C hiefs of S ta te ,/^ e  in terestin g  s to r ie s  they m ust have to te ll.  - — 

I have m y litt le  s e r ie s  of g a m b its . "Mr. P resid en t, have you alw ays been

A
in  p o litica l l i fe .  ” , is  often good for an in terestin g  response^ but I don’t 

tap the gold that m u st be th ere.

L yndon's toast p layed again with the greeting  of the m orn ing. "I am  

happy to w elcom e two v is ito r s  to W ashington, P resid en t S tro essn er  and the 

f ir s t  day of spring. " And he added a warning about W ashington c lim a te .

"The p o litica l w inds have b een  blowing pretty  strong h ere , I‘ve ob served  

in the la s t  few  days. It can turn v e r y  ch illy , suddenly. "

And then w hen the to a st w as over, to m y su r p r ise , and not to m y  

p lea su re , he ro se  again and introduced two of our g u ests , 'M r. and M rs. 

W alter  Hibbs , parents of a Lieutenant who had won the M edal of Honor 

posthum ously/^he w as k illed  in  V iet-N am . \  on e of the g r ea te s t  honors is  

to w ear one of the un iform s of th is country, and the g rea test  honor of a ll  

i s  to w ear on that uniform,-^th^ M edal of Honor, g iven  only to the m o st  

gallant,>^nd the m o st dedicated. "

And then he pointed above him , to the great brooding p ortra it of Abraham
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L incoln , ^ ŝaid "Lieutenant Hibbs gave h is life  that we m ight liv e , ju st as  

th is m an gave h is  l ife  in order to p reserv e  the U n ion .” And he asked. 

M r, and M rs. Hibbs to stand.

I.knew I3s»t w ith what sim p le  kindness Lyndon m eant it , and I knew  

that there would, be those who took it  in  a d ifferent w ay. >

r

. L ater , I found that L uci had sat by him y\she knew a ll  about h im , Jipn 

C ro ss  had been  tellin g  about h im , and she had, I think, m ade him  have 

a com  fortab le , happy tim e at the dinner.

Our table had turned into a m erry -g o -ro u n d  of p a ssin g  m enu card s  

for autographs, to w hich the P resid en t gra c io u sly  ob liged , and I m u st  

say  h is  i s  the m o st unusual I have, a s e r ie s  of v e r t ic a l lin e s  and one long  

h orizon ta l lin e , that b ea rs  to m y eye^ltio relation  to the w ords S tro essn er , 

and yet he did it  the sam e way over and over.

He seem ed  p,Leased that we had nam ed the d e s se r t  a fter  the cap ito l 

of h is  country, Savarin A suncion, a s  we often do, a p leasan t com plim ent  

to the guest of honor. In fact, T never rem em ber a C hief of State who 

-seem ed  m ore genuinely to enjoy being here.:

A fter h is  to a st, we went into the Red Room , for  liq u ers  and co ffee , 

and. into the E a st Room w here the U n iversity  of M aryland M adrigal S in gers  

sang fo lk  songs of our country, and of Paraguay. The fa m ilia r  ones of 

h is  land, brought a sm ile  to the P r es id en t's  fa ce , and M ichael, Row the 

B oat A sh ore, i s  s t i l l  going round and roimd in m y head.



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

W ednesday, M arch 20, 1968 Page 10

A fterw ards, I com plim ented  R osem arie  Gr& itzer^^n being able to 

lea rn  two of their songs so w e ll and quickly. And she sa id , rea l te s t  

w as one tim  e when we sang ( and I b e liev e  shesaid it  w as fo r  a United N ations 

Group) w here we lea rn ed  to sing in seven teen  d ifferent languages for one 

program l " .

We took the P r es id en t out to the North PorticO|-^E^ goodbys, and JLyndon 

went up a few  m inutes la te r , w hile I c ir c le d  through the p arlors and down 

the h a ll, speaking to g u ests . ^  '
■ i-- ■ Q / ———— iV'""
And then,-'in a short while^^went to the second  floor m y se lf , for what ; 

has com e to be one of the m o st  p leasant tim es h ere in the White H ouse, a 

v is i t  w ith our house g u ests .

Tonight, it  w as the SasdoiAx Zac L entzs of V ictoria , and the Sam D. W. 

Low s of Houston, who had been our fr ien d s s in ce our v e r y  f ir s t  p o litica l  

days, and that's a s  far back as'’48 and I believe^41. How m any D is tr ic t  

m eetin g s h e 's  sat in on in  the fron t yard  at the ranch, and b efore that, on 

D illm an Street! It w as a particu lar p leasu re to have him  h ere , and I think

he and M y rtle  enjoyed i t  as  m uch as any gu ests w e've had^^Vlftien he sa id , 

"You know. B ird , I'm 71^ " I w as aw are that w as one of the things that 

w as the m atter  with the Johnsons -  w e've kept a ll  of our old  fr ien d s, n ea r ly  

aU of them , thank heaven, but w e h a v e n /t  sought but the y oung lea d ers  in  

their 3 0 's and 40’s .

G
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Aedstlnsti, Ihere w ere Ed and May Dv Ray of M em phis, T en n essee , the 

new spaper m an, b eag le  lo v er , a lso  veteran s of many Johnson cam paigns.

We had a drink and rem in isced , and enjoyed i t  thoroughly. And then 

a b u tler  leaned  over m e and sa id , "The P resid en t wants you to bring your 

g u ests  in the bedroom . " So probably to everybody's am azem ent, I in v ited  

them a ll in to Lyndon's bedroom , w here he w as propped up, in the m iddle - 

of about a b u sh el baskel’to f  spread -ou t night reading, and th ere , sitting  by • 

him , w ith a big grin  on h is face , chewing on a paper m arked 'Top Secret"  

w as P a tr ick  Lyndon. We w ere  enthanted( sat down and talked to 

Lyndon just a short w hile.

Then everybody sa id  goodnight, and I picked up P atrick  Lyndon, s t i l l  

in  high good hum or, and w alked back into h is m oth er's bedroom , w hich w as  

dark, and they ro se  up in bed, startled , and sa id  "What are  you doing?"

I found, to m y am  azem ent, they didn't know their litt le  boy w as gone from  r 

bed . Grandpa|r had sim ply  gone into the adjoining room,-'^lid p icked  him  

up. He c la im ed  that when he went in  to k is s  him  goodnight, he found him  

stanfliiig up, hanging onto the edge of h is crib , grinning.

I think the m ost in terestin g  encounter of the eveningy^^r m e P ^ d  

been  a .co n v ersa tio n  w ith a  negro guest/^I don't even know h is  nam e^ w h o  

had som ething lik e , "It's alw ays a p leasu re to see  a fellow  T exan. " And 

I  sa id , "Sure''^^,^ w here a re  you fron:^ " He sa id , " C lark sv ille . " And 

1 sa id , "I'm from  H arrison  County. " And he said , "Oh, y e s , m y grandfather
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and h is  father w ere s la v es  in  H arrison  County. " I looked at him  and h is  

w ife , a s  we stood  in  the sum ptuous Red Room of the White H ouse and sa id , 

"And h ere we a l l  are! " And we a ll three laugh^ed at once.

A rather pleasarij[^ddenda to the day's troubled scen e .

■- . ....  ̂ # # # # # ^  -


