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vAip‘pa.r.ently,/I had reacned the end of my physical. tolerance" fer loss
' of sieep. ‘1 woke in Lyndon‘s room at 7 15, tumbled 1nto mme, and mto
_bed and d.1d not open my eyes agam unt11 10 20 Oh bhssful glfts from S
_the Gods' It only I could g1ve 1t to Lyndon. S

SQ I was. ready for a busy day, on th1s f1rst day of sprmg, fut on fny" :

B T Qea k

yellow -ie‘g;) Beane su1t that Lyndon had g1ven me for Chnstmas, and -
close to 'A11:30 went out on the grounds w1th Lyndon, to greet the President

~'of Paraguay, General Stroessner. I remembered that Lyndon had 11ked o

~ him partlcula.rly, vﬁmnx among all the Ch1efs of State he hadmet at Puento
el E, St :

A : d_-—
s d.-L:eete He eme rged from the b1g black car, tall,/\sohd 1ook1ng, assured

o '. a.ffable man, sandy'—halred and very freckled regrettably no Enghsh

There }wa.s one. eha.rmmg d1fference, in thlS now fam1l1ar, but always. dramatm
a.rnyah cer_‘ememes. When the band struck up the Natlonal Anthern of
Paragna?; there Was first, a_.‘ soaring call-to-arms so_rt of phase, and tl_len'.
'.itWent;into‘ a sad rne'od,‘v and anent that tim'e ‘I'r'e‘alize'_d th'at aii ‘Vareund fme,i’~ ‘

_particularly on my right, whe re the Nationals of Paraguay were lined up, -

" there was a humming that rose to a singing/\spontaneous, natural - I wish .

e o o gt o, S i g € R T SO RS9 8

S that in. all tljze'f_eun c'c;rn:ers‘ of the 'globezv{ef reaeted to_ the StarSpangled -

'Banner that way.~:

3 And' then, it went into 2 gay phase, with a louder, more buoyant "’singing'.-v
Back in the Diplomatic Reception Room,’ We had the‘little 'recei‘ving'line', |
. and the'n we looked upy and there was Luci,/and Patrick and baby,v wno came

over and were introduced to General Stroessner.’.
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- Lyndon took the Chief of State away to his office for talks, and I went

back upstairs to my desk, where the ugly headlines of the day still awaited

" me, unchanged by the pleasant beginning. -

. waa'ra Closes Down in Protest - Britains Face New ‘Tai-Bite ,Wage
Control. Conscience of a‘d‘eserter. W’ho;eirer thought I would live to see

the day when a'.deser‘ter became a sort of a folk hervo.g

,‘ One happjr note, a big picture of President Truman - Truman Supports

. Johnson. And his answers were straight forward, ._salty, sharp and very - -- o

positi've.f ¥

I recorded and worked on the mall w1th Manlyn, s1gn1ng an 1nnumerab1e
’ ' v

B stack of p1ctures wh1ch I call my 1d1ot work, and Manlyn lookad at me w1th

_Just a shade of dlsapproval "But it makes a lot of people happy". e

.- . MM T
/*\_.,-—-—s_..._.._.—-—-—"’

Talked to Jake about a problem letter from our dlstnct, a proposed dump |

bY St ,L‘v".keA S‘ Ou _the Lake. v ,)

: .;\ﬁﬁlohu Walke'r about the wouderful loan ‘of l)aniel Boone.‘esc‘ortin&' o

P10neers Into the Western Country', a B1ngha.m, but 1t's only a loan, and I. -

- shall wr1te the most grateful acceptance.
Luc1 brought Lm in and he made h1s contnbutmn of the humor of the i
: 4day by drOppmg a full roll of to11et paper 1nto the 'Jonme' Wthh he has

Just d1scovered as a very dehghtful place to play.

"Ihad lunch on a tray and som etime during the afternoon/ alled our :

. houseguests - the Zac Lentz{sr{d the Sam Lows'/a.Qn/d the Ed Rays to welcome

them and get them settled Actually, Marxlyn,always does it once, and very

-~ > P e Y . g g AT (g
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Spent the rest of the afternoon W'Orking at my desk. Met w1th J1m :

Ketchum and Carter Brown about a frame for "Artunto", now that m
Y

o dearly beloved Mary CassattA no longer above the mantel,;\ but was returned o

.——-v*'

" to the Sm1thson1an4 to the Fme Arts Wthh w111 open in May. ,

v

: The place 1s empty and "Artunto" should really be reframed even 1f

- he only lives mth me in this room for another eight months or so, because -

he now-helongs tous, .

Carter was very helpiul he decided on’ som ethmg that I th1nk w111 be

fme. When I thmk of the lovely Mar)r Cassatt, nothmg W111 ever: replace

I hope I'm not one of those people Who, because someone has g-i‘ven. :

me something for three ovr'fo.ur years, is hurt when they withdraw it. I

~ must always ren'i. ember the timeI had it and ‘what‘a' joy it was; SR

Jean LouJ.s arrived and I had my formal ha1r do...Tut on my' Yellow :

- ch1ffon, _that ﬂ.oats over an eastern fabrrc, and had spme p1ctures made.
3 L Smce ;trme 1sv fl.le‘et-mgand so 1s m;} res1dence here, ‘a.nd- these very talented
:: Photographers/al/ ant to.accurnulate‘ f1ve or V‘slxb gOéd élcmré; °f’m°; in 'v :
) ﬁ-;"evenmg dresses,. and s0 hefore each State Dmner.I shall try. | I'.\.re-vbeﬁ'en

”r'emiss;‘I"_m_' stillpgiving out pictures made*in_'o‘l'and 65.'. ’

Lyndon wore his Paraguayan shirt, we.were on the North.'Portico in A _
the brilliant 11ght of the came ras,}/httle past EIght to meet Pres1dent

Stroassner?/ho arr1ved w1th h1s two sons, Estavo and Alfredo, and we went

up the Yellow Room w1th their minister of Fore1gn Affa1rs, Mr. Pastor,

S, - 8 A Ay s e e, P, ST [ A Rtnatee e S RN
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~ and about three other members of his party.

) _Hubert and Muriel, ebullient as alWays; were there; and Virginia,

| :vs)ithoﬁt the S‘ecreta.ry. That dauntless soldier had gone hor_ne with a -
: headache,t and I was g'._lad for once tha he had succumbed to something '.

o physioal that hurt hirn, .'and didn't just tough it ont. -

'Stroessner's ‘two' sons,/% Luci and Pat made it a warmery 0ccasion,

and among our g1fts to hlm/l a cowboy sult, 1dent1ca1 to Lyn s, for hxs :

g’randson, almost the‘same age;' And a chess set like J'ohn Qumcy Adams' .

_ which is in the Smithsonia.n, “and the ‘Accutron desk clock that we,use so " '

much. And ‘f‘or'Mrs. Stroessner, who was not with him, West Virginia 3

crystal like we ‘use;iix the White House.

" He was very apprecistive throughout,‘ in fact, I don't remember a

_ ,‘ Chief of State who seemed more'pleased, rnore impreSsed to be here.
1was aware that we had invited him #mogetx against the whispering and
 snide remarks_l from the s'upe-rb-intellectu'als, Who call '.himv a dictator, 'and

o so I saw With s cheer)l{e Evenmg Sta.r ed1tor1a1 ,whlch refers to his -

% P4 a0 »

sta.unch fr1endsh1p w1th the Umted Sta.tes. a.nd’Cuba nd the Dominican S
‘ Repnbl;c -in fac_:t_,‘ vwherevervneeded. 'I‘h1s cons1derably ﬂavored the .

conversation thet pa'ssed between him a'.nd Lyndon. '

He had brought us some beaut1ful 11nens, for me and the gu-ls, hand

"~ work of his country, and some leather stools, elaborately tooled - I thmk
" one of them c_an serve as a stool, and as a library step, in our new sitting,'

_room at the ranch.

B
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" We lined up as a threesome, to go down behind the color"'g‘uards,‘ and

! think I felt the m'ilitaryrnan"s unmoving-endimpressed reaction; jto the

really st1rrmg ceremony, followmg those :Eme young sold1ers down the

:'_great c_orridor/aé the tune of Ha1l to the Ch1ef

" This was, o_f cour_se,.a on_e room du_mer, about 140." The Bre‘nnan‘s |

re_pre'se:nted the Supreme Court; and from the Cabinet, the Cliffords and

C. R. Smith. .

' ‘f'The Senators'were Burt Hickenlooper, and Bartlett of Alaska | and '

B Howard Cannon of Nevada, and we are gettmg so many regrets from '

A

‘ Governors these daysA and I thmk I shall d1scuss w1th Pr1ce,/not 1nv1t1ng

any more.

That, _w1th the revved up heat of the campa1gn year and the excruﬁratmg

. | ordeal of the war, the. number of declines_ on the list,_/ ave been 'getting v

more and m ore obvious.

The Covey Ohvers were a help throughout, excellent Spamsh long -

B knowledge of the whole contment, and gay, happy personahtres. ; '- -

There were two astronauts - Armstrong and Gordon. From the Ll \

Ientertamment world Howard M1tche11 and I made a pomt of tellmg h1m |

= .how proud I was that one of hrs protege 8 had composed a beaunful pzece. N

of music under-~ a grant .from the Natronal Counsel_ of _the'Arts.j)

o i A T

TR JQI Martha Raye, who has entertained the troo-ps so rnany tirne 8.

. And there were two other V'n'_iernbers frorn ‘our guest o_f hono‘r‘_s' farmly, theet. |
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. “who are citizens of our country; a cousin from Colorado, Mr. Robert.

~ Stroessner; and a nephew, which to me added to the grace of the'evening.

"','A'mong those from the govermnent were 'theHarold Linders from the

‘Export -Im port Bank and the young, attractive B1ll Shernlls, head of the

,lReserve System, whom 1 had singled out%COmers,in the town and people i

And, of course,/frorn the Peace Corp/cthe Jack Vaughns; Bob Dowhng .

was there, w1th his new .w1fe.‘ He 8 been so personally generous to us, as

‘well a.s ‘to all the other President1al fam111es; w1th the suite f1rst at the
Ca.rl le, 1t used to, be £or the Trumans, and the Kennedys - I do not know : S

' about the E1senhowers, and then us; and then at the. Pierre. -

Be51des our houseguests,- there ‘were a few other Texans.)
Because tomght is the night for Latmos, the Roberto Ornelas, -

he's the na-t1onal Pres1dent _for LULAC, beamed when I told him _how familiar . " |

that name was to me. And Dr. and Mrs. Candelario Saenz,

former President of the Mexioannchamber of‘Commerce; and the.Ed Singers L
E of Corpus Chr1st1, who’se Workmg on an art gallery for Corpus, to be bullt .

R bby Ph111p Johnson.

And from the press, the Pnce Days of the Baltmnore Sun, and the Hugh

-.--?>Pattersons of L1tt1e Rock and the B111 Sma.lls of CBS; and a gentleman I '

' 'was especxally glad to greet Dr. Roger Rusk Dean's brother.

When the 140 had f11ed by, we went 1nto the State Dmmg Room and I
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, because of h1s very act:.ve 1nterest in beaunflcatlon. He and I have talked

B beheve of Connectlcut; and next Tom Gettys of Georgla.‘1 It turned out, he
- had widden the whistle stop with me, from one end of‘Georgia to the other.‘v_

' Barefoot's suggestmns are always very well thought out and. documented

though not well for s0 many years. They brought us word of George and
: :‘Ahce.r ; Then there wa.s Mlke Douglas, who tr1ed 80 hard to get me to go on

his n’r‘ogram.‘ I sa1d no because I'm scared I thmk I should have sa1d yes.‘:

Betty Hughes has Just fm1shed bemg h1s co—host for a week We sang_a_duet
l b . . :

. THE WHITE HOUSE '
WASHINGTON - S '
Wednesday, March 20, 1968 S , . Page 7
: q\netly told the Pres1dent,/a b1t about the other guests at the table, whom e
actually he had _)ust me t, but how can a stranger remember?

Marnif! Chfford on his rlght, Mayor Cervantes ol .of St. Lo.uis next, .-

a handsorne, young1sh man w1th a very Latmo name, whom I had 1nv1ted

TS X Tl

on the phone about the. conference he had called for beaut1f1cat1on in St. Louis, "

..r(u c:f’"

And I was aghast when he told me/\the message 1 had so labonously done
tw1ce; on a tape, had not reached him, Inefflmency, loss of effort, makes

‘me mad, . I shall fmd out why)

:;,=}i""?'Aair'H1ere was: a very attractwe Congressional wxfe, Mrs. Monagan, 1 *V

Next I had Mrs. Herbert Frensley o of HoustOn, whom we have'known,:,.’ff

N

f/her pra1se. .
Next, I d.xd need some one whospoke good Spamsh, soy I asked l;/lrs; Herrera

of the 'Inter:-Amencan Development Bank, _who turned _out to_» be pretty, lively

and ‘charm ing, and who took care oflthePresidentts aide, Mr. Roquvel .;Avi‘.la e

whose importance, the State Department says, exceeds his title, who,. with.

____ . " s e i ——— [eon. _—— e e e e
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‘no Enghsh/c{had d1ff1culty talk1ng to,

The Pres1dent and I talked of flshmg, the r1vers of Pa.raguay offer

'wonderful sport. he told me. Of grandchﬂdren,- h1s enthusiasm equals o -

ours; and that ub1qu1tous subJect, the poss1b1l1ty of a v131t to his country.
; .

I sha.ll leave this placefxssatmfled}/l%th my ablllty to draw forth

" from many Chlefs -of State)éle mterestmg storles--they rnust have to~te11.' SIRE -

I have my little series of gam bits. '"Mr, President, have you always been

in politica.l.life?."" »is often good for an interesting.response, but I don't -

“tap the gold that must be there.

Lyndon's toast played agam w1th the greet1ng of the mornmg. "1 arn

happy to welcome two visitors to Wash1ngton, President Stroessner and the _

~ first day of spring. " And he added a warning,about Washington-climate. ‘

"The political winds have been blowing pretty strong here, Tive observed

‘in the last few days. It can turn‘very chiuy,_'_suddenly. "

vAn'd then. When the toast was over, to 'my surprise, and not to m'y*

: plea.sure, he rose agam and 1ntroduced two of our guests, 'Mr. and Mrs.

)

: ,W alter H1bbs '.'_ y parents of a L1eutenant who had won the Medal of Honor '

R

posthumously/\he was k111ed in V1et Nam., One of the grea.test honors 1s

to wear one. of the umforms of thlS c0untry, and the grea.test honor of all co

is to wear on that umform,}the Medal of Honor, g1ven only to the most

gallant,}/ nd the rnost dedlca.ted "

%

. And I:hen' he_ pointed a.b_ove hirn, to the great brooding portrha_it?of Ab'raham'r..-.ﬁ




Mr. and Mrs. Hlbbs to stand

: ) seemed more genumely to enjoy belng here. o RS
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Lincoln, ,\said ''Lieutenant Hibbs gave his‘ life that we might live, justas

" thls man gave his 11fe in order to preserve the Umon. " ‘And he asked

I knew M w1th what s1mp1e kmdness Lyndon meant it, a.nd I knew

that there would be those who took it in a different wWay. > b \ .,

iyt

T T T T
Later, 1 found that Luc1 had” sat by hlmf\she ‘knew all about h1m, J1rn A

Cross had been _tellmg about h1m, and she had, I think, made h1rn have S

a com fortable, happy time at the dinner.

Our table had turned into a merry-g‘o-iround of passing menu cards _

o for autographs, to which the President graciously’ oblhi‘g.ed, and I"rhulst‘ o

" say his is the most unusual I have, a ‘se.ri_es of vertical lines and one long |

hori_zonta.l line, that_ bears to my eye %o relation to the words Stroessner,
and yet he did it the sam'e‘ way over 'and over.
He seern ed p,leased that we 'had named the de'ssevrt' after the 'capitol '

of his country, Savann Asuncmn, as we often do, a pleasant comphment

, »I: to the guest of honor.. In fact, I never. remember a Ch1ef of State who

B Q_.

After h1$ toast, we went mto the Red Room, for 11quers and’coffee, |

o and mto the East Room where the Umversuy of Maryland Madr1ga1 Smgers o

| sang folk songs of. our'country, ‘and of Para_gua.y. - 'I’he -fam111ar ones of -

his land, brought a’ smile to the President's face, and Michael, Row the |

_* Boat'Ashore, is still going round and round in my head,
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Afterwards, I comphmented Rosemane Gr:ntzer%x being abie to"
learn two of the1r songs so well and qu1ck1y. And she sa1d ”fh’e real test.
was one t1m e ,when we sang (and I be11eve shesald 1t was for a United Natlons :
Gr_oup) vv.here we learned to smg i‘r,x.sev.egteen different’ languages_ for one

We took the Pres1dent out to the North ]E;ortlco,}fé: goodbys, and Ly’ndon_“. ‘
went up a fevv mmutes later, vvhlle .I~c1rcled through the parlors and down E ’.

the hall,nspeaking to gue_sts.) '

W P e ‘ ' L o
And then,—in a short whiley“went to the second floor myself, for what

" has come to be one of the most pleasant times here in the White House, a

vvisit with our house guests. o

Tomght, it was the :Ixxkx&x Zac Lentzs of V1ctor1a, and the Sam D. W. ‘

Lows of Houston, who had been our friends since our very f1rst pol1t1ca1

' .days, and that's as far back as’48 a.nd 1 beheve 41 How many District-

meetmgs he's sat in on in the front yard at the ranch and before that, 0n s

Dxllman Street It was a part1cu1ar pleasure to have h1m here, and I thmk

' he and Myrtle en_]oyed it as much as any guests we've had %en he said,
S nYou know, B1rd I'rn 71)” Iwas aware that was one of the thmgs that L

N was the matter w1th the Johnsons - welve kept all of our old fnends, nearly

all of them, thank heaven, but we! have n/t sought out the you E leaders in"

the1r 30's and 40's.
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Awémtiren, here were Ed and 03; Dy Ray of Memph1s, Tennessee, the

' newspaper man, beagle lover, also veterans of many Johnson campaigns.

'.We had:a drink and ‘reminisced, and enjoyed it thoroughly. And the_n o

- a butler_‘ leaned over me and said, "The Pr'esiden't wants you. to bring' your

- éuesé;e; in th'e"bedroom'. " So probably to- everYbodY s amazement, 1 1nv1ted' Pl

them all in to l;yndon s bedroom, where he was propped up, in the m1dd1e
- of about a bushel baske tof spread-out night reachng, and there,' sxttmg by
| l hlm, with a b1g gnn on h1s face, chew1ng on a paper marked "I‘op Secret' |
" L was Patnck Lyndon. . We were enchantedt % sat down and talked to .
‘ LYndon Just a short wh11e. . o |

Then everybody sa1d goodmght, and I p1cked up Patr1ck Lyndon, st111

. in hlgh good humor, and walked back into his mother 8 bedroom, which was

L dark and they rose up 1n bed, startled and said "What are you doing'?”

I found to my am azement, they dldn t know their httle boy was gone from : . .

 bed.. Grandpay had s:mply gone 1nto the adJommg room nd p1cked h1m -

up He claxmed that when he went in to k1ss h1m goodmght, he found h1m o

stanﬂ1ng up, hang1ng onto the edge of h1s cnb, grmmng.,

I thmk the most 1nterest1ng encounter of the evenmg for me" had
. been a. conversauon with a negro guest/\l d0n't even know h1s namel\«‘who

had some thmg 11ke, ."It's always a pleasure to see a fellow Texan, ' And

1 sa1d, "Sure dehere are you from?. ' He sa1d "Clarksv:.lle. " And

I sa1d ”I'm from Harr1son County. n And he said, '"Oh, yes, ‘my grandfathe_r“__._’
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" and his fathef Were slaves,in Harrison'County. " 'I 1ooked at him and his’

w1fe, as we stood in the sumptuous Red Room of the Whll:e Wouse and sa.1d‘
N And we a.ll three 1augh¥ed at once. S

A rather pleasantaddenda to the day s troubled scene.

B YTy i N D
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