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I w a s up e a r ly , d id  w ork  at m y  d esk , and got a h a ir  com b ., ,H ad a  

s e r ie s  of p ic tu r e s  m ade by F red  M aroon who i s  doing an a r t ic le  fo r  two . 

m a g a z in e s .

And then, a  l i t t le  p a st tw e lv e , le f t  fo r  m y  o ld  b ea t, the C ap ito l. I 

w a s g o in g  to lu n ch  w ith  the 75th Club! Senator M a rg a ret C h ase  Sm ith  w a s

our h o s t e s s .  I  w ent in  the fa m ilia r  en tran ce  on the Senate s id e , w h ere  for-

■' c /  '

12 y e a r s ,J a h a d  so  o ften  taken co n stitu en ts  for  lunch or « |t e s e e in g , fe e lin g

m o r e  co n sp icu o u s than I e v e r  had.

FranCiM P o a g e , the P r e s id e n ^ a n d  M rs. L y le  B o ren , the S e c r e ta r y ,

w e r e  th e^ ^ to  m e e t  m e , and w e w a lk ed  into the Senate D ining R oom , not the
'y '  B ru m id i

o ld  fa m ilia r  one that I  lo v e d i^ ii^  w ith  the Bacaiajgysdie c e i l in g s ,  and P au l or

John bow ing h o sp ita b ly , knowing ev ery o n e  of u s by n am e. But a s tra n g e ,

w h ite  c a ta c ly sm s p la ce  th a t, in  M rs. S m ith 's w o rd s, lo o k  lik e  a C h ild 's

R esta u ra n t, pu t th ere  a t  a  lon g  tab le w as Senator S m ith , so  w arm  and h o sp ita b le ,

that I w a s  e v en  g la d ^  that I had c o m e . And M rs. M urdock, w ho had b een

our f ir s t  P r e s id e n ty -^ h e n  I had e n te r ed  the club in  A p r il of 37y  / n d  w e ,

in  all', n u m b ered  about 125. And M rs . Sheppard o f C a lifo rn ia , h e r  husband

i s  now  v e r y  o ld  and  i l l ;  and Iv o  Sparkm an. ;She and F r a n c e s  P o a g e  a r e  the 
' fro m  .'V

on ly  two w iv e s  o f  s itt in g  m e m b e r s . Senator Sm ith having p r o g r essed H a  the

s ta tu s  o f a  w ifer^jto^ m em b er  h e r se lf ;  and M attie L ee  G rant, h e r  A labam a

a c c e n t  c o m p le te ly  undaunted by 30 y e a r s  o f liv in g  in  W ashington; and May

S im p son , T h ere  w e re  n ine a l l  to ld , and w e had a  d e ligh tfu l t im e , r e m in isc in g
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b a ck  o v e r  30 y e a r s . F r a n c e s  brought up the su b ject o f  H en r ie tta  H ill and  

s u g g e s te d  that it  w ould  be a n ic e  tribute^-^^ w e a ll  w ent to g e th er  and put 

h e r  nam e on the b ron ze plaque in  the C o n g r e ss io n a l C lub.

M rs . M urdock, a fter  so  m any y e a r s  o f bein g  a g u i d e * / h e r  h u sb an d 's  

d efe a t, i s  now  s ittin g  at the d e sk  w h ere  the books on the h is to r y  o f the 

c a p ito l a r e  so ld , and she rep o rted  so m e  en orm ou s s a le s ^ a b o u t  two m ill io n ,

I b e l ie v e .

We ta lk ed  about the g rea t o ld  days,--^ ^ en  M rs. R o o se v e lt  w ould  be our  

g u e s t  o f h on or. I s t i l l  have a  m o v ie  r e e l  of a b it  o f it , and w e w ould  in v ite

' ■ ■„ ■ ■ ' 
our fa v o r ite  c o n s titu e n ts , and we*d r a is e  a lo t o f m oney#^to sen d  a  cr ip p led

■ ■ ■■
b oy  through co llege,^  to buy a w h e e l ch a ir  for  an oth er.

■ <p/ . ■ .
With them<^I did n o t f e e l  in  the le a s t  s e lf - c o n s c io u s ,  but the S en a te , a la s ,

h a s  changed . B e s t  o f a l l  I en joyed  v is it in g  w ith  Senator Sm ith . She sa id ,

•'You know, I have stood  by the P r e s id e n t. " I  g a th ered  sh e  m ean t in  m o s t

of h is  m ilita r y  d e c is io n s . She e x p r e s s  a w ry  d is ta s te  fo r  the sh ock in g

d is s e n te r s  on c o lle g e  c a m p u se s . She sa id , "I t e l l  them  th ey  have the r ig h t

to d is s e n t , but a fter  they have done that, the m a jo r ity  r u le s .  " And o f  the

b i l l  they h ave up today, r eg u la tin g  the e th ic s  o f S en a to rs , sh e  d e s c r ib e d

it  a s  a n 'e x e r c is e  in fu tility* .

T he f ir s t  Senator to co m e gupsx and sa y  h e l l o t h e  M ajor ity  L e a d e r ,

q u iet, above it  a ll^ ^ h at the sam e in stitu tio n  should  have had two le a d e r s ,  so

C c_ I
d iffe re n t a s  Lyndon Johnson,>^nd M ike M a n sfie ld . He n e v e r  aeam s to
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p u zz le  m e .  Of h im , Senator Sm ith sa id , "You know, I think M ik e 's  g r e a te s t

trou b le  i s  that h e  tr ie d  to o b lig e  everyb od y . " T hat r e s u lt s ,  I g a th er , in
V ; '  ' V  .

havin g  a  p re tty  sh o r t w o r k w e e k , w hat w ith  th is  on e, and that on e , wantVys^V '

to m ak e sp e e c h e s  o v er  a  p ro tra c ted  w eek en d , n o t to m en tion  the lon g  h o lid a y s .

A lb e r t  G ore c a m e  ov erj. com p lietely  w hite  h a ired  now . He didn't r e a c h

o v e r  a.nd shake h an d s, he ju st s o r t  o f  stood  on the o th er  s id e  o f the ta b le ,

and su r v ey e d  us a l l ,  and lo ok ed  a s  though he cou ldn 't b e lie v e  h is  e y e s ,

seeingjm ^e^^'' ■ ‘ ■

And Senator J a v its  c a m e 'o v e r , and w a s ex cep tio n a lly  c o rd ia l;  and .I

w a s  d e lig h ted  to s e e  Senator M cG hee, and Senator M ondale. Senator  
' . qui t e  

M cG o v ern  cam e o v e r , I  don't k n o w /w h y . And Senator M o rse , and no

m a tter  h ow  m ad  you g e t  a t h im , he i s  fu n n y ^ O n e  o f the la s t  a u th en tica lly

c o lo r fu l f ig u r e s  about whom  you  cam w ea v e  so  m any good s t o r ie s ,  in  the

Senate that u se d  to abound w ith  characters.^^

W hen Senator Sm ith sa id  so m eth in g  lau gh in g ly  about, "I don 't s e e

you around  m u ch . You m u st  be r\inn ing. ” He sa id , "R u n nin g ., .I'm

;; g a U o p in g )^  .•

c

nator T ow er w a s in  the ro o m , w ith  an e x tr a o rd in a r ily  b ea u tifu l 

E u ra sia n  g ir l;  and Senator John Sherm an C ooper; and H a rry  B y rd , J r . 

^^^enator S m ith  had o rd ered  a  r e a lly  d e lic io u s  lunch  for  u s , a  cra b  c a s s e r o le  

fo r  w h ich  the Senate i s  fa m o u s, and i t  w as an hour lif te d  out o f  m y  l i f e ,  

of 12 y e a r s , and e v e r y  m om en t en joyed . .

I l e f t  a l i t t le  b e fo r e  tw o, and w ent b ack  to the W hite H ou se , ju st  in  

tim e  to m e e t  W alter W ashington, and go fo r  one of our r id e s  arou nd  th is
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tow n, fo llo w e d  by F r e d  M aroon , fo r  h is  s e r ie s  o f  p ic tu r e s . We drove  

around H ain s P o in t, and w ent p a s t Buchanan S ch ool, w h ere  w e got out.

H e r e , I think F r e d  sh ou ld  have gotten  so m e  e x c e lle n t  o n e s .

W alter^^at o n c e , /m e t  an o ld  fr ien d /y  shook  hands w ith  h im . He w as  

a p p a ren tly  the b o a s on the job , and sh ow ed  u s around the c o n stru c tio n .

T he sim ken b a sk e tb a ll CQurt i s  f in ish ed , and the ig lo o  fo r  c lim b in g  - the 

t r e e s  w il l  go in  soon . I t's  r e a lly  taking shape and  I am  so  proud of i t .  T h is  

i s  go ing  to be the b e s t  thing that our C om m ittee  has a c co m p lish e d , in  the 

a r e a  of com  m u n ity  l i f e .

We w ent by  Ca.pper H ousing P r o je c t , and h e r e , once m o r e , w e got 

out and w h ile  W alter w a s  exp la in in g  the p o s s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  m e ,> ^ s m a l l  cro w d  

had  ga th ered  , ev ery o n e  of whom  se e m e d  to know W alter . A nd one o f  them

sa id , "You a ll  ta lk ing about our com m u n ity  p r o je c t. M rs . Johnson  don 't
; . . .  • 7 -

you w ant to co m e s e e  the p lan s w e 'v e  got. ". H is in tim a te  r e la t io n  w ith

th is  townj---^^ r e a lly  a  v ita l fa c to r  in  h is  u s e fu ln e s s  tojas.

T hen w e d rove by Syphax S ch oo l, to w hich  Kay had m ad e a  h an d som e

don ation  for lan d sca p in g  and p laygroun d  equ ip m ent, and found it  in  fa ir ,

n o t fin e  con d ition , a  l i t t le  d isapp oin tin g  r e a lly .

M y h a ir  b egan  to b low  w ild ly , e s p e c ia l ly  w hen w e got out a t another

o f W a lter 's  p r o je c ts . E v ery w h ere  F r e d  w as snapping p ic tu r e s , and I w a s

try in g  to l is te n  and le a r n , keep m y h a ir  sm ooth ed  down, and p r o je c t  an

a n im a ted , in te r e s te d  ap p earan ce a l l  a t the sam e t im e .

I t's  a lw a y s r e fr e sh in g  to take su ch  a tr ip , and I retu rn ed ^ /fee lin g  the
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b e tte r  fo r  i t .  A ll the w ay, w e had ta lk ed  about the lu n ch eon  on the 17th.

W alter w il l  r id e  on the b u se s  w ith  u s . We tred  p retty  m u ch  to c o v e r  our 

rou te  and to d ec id e  w hat w e wsinted m o s t  to s e e  that w ould n 't take m o re  

than am h o u r. We p re tty  w e ll  have gotten  it  h ew ed  down, the Buchanaja 

w a s  a js to p , w ith  a b r ie f  run by C apper; aroim d H ains P o in t, i f  the C h erry  

- t r e e s  a re  in  b lo o m . It lo o k s  so  m uch b e tter  today, n o w  that the s ta k es  a r e  "  

goner'^o^the P o tom ac sid e; and C olum bia  Islan d  for su r e , le is u r e ly ,  m ayb e  

w ith  p ic tu r e s , and h op efu lly  the peak  d isp la y  o f M ary's g lo r io u s  d a ffo d ils .

I  w a s  b ack  a t the W hite H ouse b y  fou r, fe e lin g  the b e tte r  for  it ,  and'

sp en t the aftern oon ;/'w ork in g  at the d e isk » ^ ^ til our dinner g u e s ts  a r r iv e d . ....  • ~

It w a s one o f  th o se  quiet,'^^*^sy ev en in g s that a r e  b a lm  to" L yndon's

'  IIs p ir it .  No n eed  to s e l l  anybody, no n eed  to put on a  fro n t, or  to be guarded ,

:iv es  Xr X X

c

l e s t  so m eo n e  i s  try in g  to u se  you, or to  fig u re  out your m o t i v e s / o r  n ex t  

a c t io n s . '■

T h ere  w e r e  the G eorge C h r is tia n s; A rthur K r im , down fo r  the w eek en d  . 

w ith  M athilde co m in g  in  la te r  tonight; the L a rr y  T em p les  and Sim on M cH ughs; 

M a rie  eind M arvin /^ M arifyn  i s  in  Texasj^ ^ n d  Jim  Jones^ A nd L u c i and P a t.

E ven  w ith  the im m in e n c e  of Pat*s d ep artu re , L u c i g iv e s  so  m uch o f  

h e r s e lf ,  h e r  a tten tion , h er  la u g h ter , h e r  com p an ion sh ip , u n d erstan d in g , to  

h e r  daddy. My a d m ira tio n , m y  gratitu de for h er  grow s w ith  the y e a r s .

Of c o v ir s e ,^ n e  o f  the m a in  su b jec ts  o f c o n v e r sa tio n ,^ ^ a s  the b ig  e v en t  

o f  y e s te r d a y . G overn or R o c k e fe l le r 's  d e c is io n  -  h e 'd  gone on T V  about
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fiv e  o ’c lo c k  in  the a ftern oon , w ith  the sta tem en t that he w as not running  

for P r e s id e n t . A v e r y  te r s e ,  fo r th r ig h t, m an ly , d ram a tic  s ta tem en t -  

he s im p ly  ex a m in ed  it  c a r e fu lly , and it  w as ev id en t that he d id  not have  

the su p p ort o f the R ep u b lican  m a c h in er y . He le f t  open  the s lim  p o s s ib il i ty  

of a la s t  m inute draft, but m ade it  c le a r  he did  not ex p e c t i t .

I.-was so rr y ; som eh ow  I fe lt  a l i t t le  lo n l ie r . I t  had on ly  b een  a l it t le

MEMORANDUM .

e a r l ie r  that a f t e r n o o n /th a t  I had b een  ta lk ing to L a u ren ce , to thank him

fo r  the w o n d erfu lly  g en ero u s  thing h e  i s  doing, m aking it  p o s s ib le  for  an  
. ' . • . ■' ", . . '

o v e r - a l l  p lan  fo r  the State P a r k  a c r o s s  from  the ran ch . He skfkd h is
w e re  o ffer in g

m a r v e lo u s  u n d e r -p la y e d  w ay, m ade it  see m  a s  though he/vuxx±Azo££^z you  

no m o r e  than a  c ig a r e tte , and that i t  w a s the g r e a te s t  p le a su r e .- )

G etting to know the R o c k e fe l le r s  h a s  b een  one of the n ic e s t  th in gs about 

th is  job.

L a ter  that n igh t, a fter  d in n er, Lyndon sa id , "I b e lie v e  I 'l l  c a ll  N e lso n ,  

w hat do you think, " I sa id , "I w ish  you w ould . " And so , w h ile  he w a s  

g ettin g  a  rub, he did . He sa id , "I'm s o r r y , I so r t  of hoped the R ep u b lican s  

w ould  f ie ld  th eir  b e s t  m an . "


