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status of a w1fe|}to/a member herself and Mattle Lee Grant, her Alabama. SR
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Iwas ‘up early, did work at m& desk, and got a hair ¢omb.,,Had a

series of pictur‘e's ma de by Fred Maroon who is dding an article for two

magazines. f} ;

And then, a httle past twelve, left for my old beat, the Cap1tol I

| ’was gomg to lunch w1th the 75th Club1 Senator Margaret Chase Srmth was |

-our. hostess. I went in the fam111ar entrance on the Senate s1de, where for SEPECORI

12 yearsrﬁ had so ‘often taken const1tuents for lunch or eéeesemng, feehng

more conspicuous than I ever had.

Frances Poage, the Pres1dent/and Mrs. Lyle Boren, the Secretary,

were theﬁé’lto meet me, and we walked 1nto the Senate D1n1ng Roorn, not the

Brumidi
old fam111ar one that I loved,/%ux w1th the Bxamde ce111ngs R and Paul or

John bowmg hospltably, knowmg everyone of us by name. Buta strange, o
| a7 Eh |
wh1te cataclyst's place that, in Mrs. Srmth's words, look 11ke a Ch11d‘

Restaurant, But there at a long table was Senator Srmth, so warm and hosplta.ble, 1

tha.t I was even gladg'.‘: that I had come. And Mrs. Murdock who had been L
Crt

R our ﬁrst Pres:tdentr/q/hen 1 ha.d entered the club in Apr11 of 37) And we, s

in a].l numbered about 125 : And Mrs. Sheppard of Cahforma, her husband

‘.( .

is now very o].d and 111, and Ivo Sparkman. § She and Frances Poage are the
: e : - from

only two wives of s1ttmg members, Senator Smlth hav1ng progressed:ta the ;

accent‘,completely undaunted by 30 years of living in Wa_shington; ,and May

. Simpson. There were nine all told, and we had a delightful time, reminiscing

sy » — v s R o . it s b s s s e
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"her name on the _bronz_:e"plaquei in the Congressional_Club.
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back over 30 years‘. Frances brought up the subJect of Hennetta H111 a.nd
suggested that it would be a nice 'tribute/oi/f we all went together and put
S R T . 1000

. Mrs, Murdock after- so many years ,of being a guide.f‘ her husband'

defeat, is now s1ttmgz at the de sk where the books on the h1story of the
: —

- capitol are sold,_ and she reported some enormous sa.les’:\about two million, - .. o}«

_,I beheve.

We talked about the great old days,/%v'hen Mrs. Roosevelt would be our

guest of honor. 1 st111 [have a movie reel of a b1t of it, and we would 1nv1te

.our favonte constltuents, and we‘d raise a lot of money/to send a cr1pp1ed '

boy through college,(\ to buy a wheel chair for another.

With them% did not feel in the least self—c0nscious, bu.t the Senat’e, alas,

o “has changed Best of all I enjoyed visiting w1th Senator Sm1th She said,

"You know, B have stood by the Pre51dent " I gathered she meant in. most

of his imilitary, decisions. } She express a‘wry distaste for the shocking*

diséenters on eollege cafvnpuse‘s.m She said "I tell them they have the rlght

i‘_ to d.tssent, but after they have done that. the ma;onty rules. " And of the

i~

o e, 1 e 4oy 5

b1ll they have up today, regulalnng the ethlcs of Sena.tors,. she descnbed

it as an,'exerc1se in fut111tyf,. -

The first Senator to come over and say hello,y/as the Majoi'itj Leader,. )

%W

Aqulet, above 1t all,.i\that the same institution should have had two leaders, so

different as Lyndon.Johnson and Mike Mansfield. He never -zeeias- to

\
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> gallopmg\ "

’—\a?Senator Srm.th had ordered a really dehcmus lunch for us, a crab casserole
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' puzzle me, Of h1m, Senator Srmth sa1d, "You know, I thmk M1ke s greatest '

trouble is that he tried to obhge everybody. "o ‘I‘hat results, I gather,‘ in

having a pretty short work week, what with this one, and that one, wantiw;. =

'm@;iéke speeches over a protracted weekend, not to'rnention the long holidays;_ o

-: A.lbert.Gore "é'ai‘m'e.,bvef,-. corhpl'e tely \i&hite ‘haired'now.. He d1dn't reach

L _over and shake ha.nds, he Just sort of stood on the other slde of the table, -

and surveyed us _all,‘ and looked as ‘thoughihe couldn't believe his ey.e‘s,'
see‘i‘ug'me._’” L i

And Senator .l'avits carhe;-over, | and ‘Was e}ecce"ptionallyncordlal; a.ndl
' rvas‘del‘rghted«to-see Senator ‘McGhee; and “Senator Mondale. 'Senato___r’j :

' qulte : . . T
McGovern came over, I don't know/why._ And Senator‘Morse, and no

matter how mad you get at hrm, he 1s funny._ One of the last authenucally,._,@-w/’
- colorful ﬁgures about whom you can weave 80 many good stones, m the

_Senate that used to abound w1th characters.j- :
. m ; ; s s e

When Senator Sm1th sa1d somethmg laughmgly about, g dOn't see .

you a.r.ound much.__ You rpust‘be runnmg.’": He sa1d,’ "Ruuning.‘. .I'm _—

: nator Tower Was lm the room, w1th an extraordmanly beaut1£u1

Ehrrasmn g1r1 and Senator John Sherman Cooper, and Harry Byrd Jr.

for wh1ch the'Senate_ is famous, and it was an hour lifted out of- my" life,
of 12 years, and every moment enjoyed’

I left a l1ttle before two, and went back to the Wh1te House, Just in .

time to meet Walter Washlngton, and go for one of our r1des arou.nd thxs

2 R
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, town, followed by Fred Ma.roon, for his senes of plctures. W‘el drove

around Hains Point, and went past Buchanan School, where we got out. h

‘Here, I think Fred should hav'e"gotten“ some excellent ones.

Walter%t once et an old fr1end/\ shook hands w1th hlm. -He was

apparently the boss on the _]Ob and showed us around the constructmn. ‘, K

'I‘he sunken basketball court 1s £1n1shed and the 1gloo for cl1mbmg - the ‘ R

: trees wﬂl go in soon. It's really takmg shape and I am so proud of it. This »

 is going to be the best thing that our C_omtnittee has accomplished, in the

) ~.area of com munity life.

, " We;v S;vent by C‘apper__Houei_n‘g Project, and here,f;onc‘e»-mo'r_e,' 'weug’ot.: i

out and'_'w,hile‘ Walter was e‘xplaining the possibilities for me, 3 small croWd

had gathered ., everyone of whom seemed to know Walter. And one of them

~ said, "You all talking about our community project. _Mrs. Johnson don't

you want to come see the plans we've got?'_'; His intimate relation with

-this town is really a vital factor in his u'se‘fulness to(xs.'

" Then we . drove by Syphax School to which Kay had made a handsome

- : , dOna.tmn £or landscapmg and playground equ1pment, and found 1t in fa1r, _'

8 not £1ne c0nd1t1on,: a httle d1sappo1nt1ng really.

My ha.1r be gan to blow w1ldly, espec1ally when we got: out at another

‘of Walter s pro_]ects. Eve:ywhere Fred was ‘snapping p1otures, and Iwas'-
trymg to 11sten and learn, 'keep rny hair smoothed. down, and project an-

- animated, interested appearance all at the same time.

It's alWaye refreshing to take such a trip; and 1 returned,}?t"eeling the
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better for it. All the way, we had talked about the luncheon on the. 17th.

’ - ‘Walter:will r1de on the buses with us, -4 We 'tred pretty much to 00ver our
" route and to dec1de what we wanted most to see that wouldn't take more
 than an.hour. -We pretty well have gotten 1t hewed down, ‘the Buchanan &’M
NN was‘ asstop, w1th a brlef run by Capper, around Hams Pomt, 1f the Cherry
Ltrees are in bloom. Itrlooks s0 much»better'today, ‘now- that.the" .stakes are: -
gone on the Potomac side; and Columb1a Island for sure, 1e1sure1y, rnaybe ~

- with p1ctures, and hopefully the peak d1sp1ay of Mary s glormus daffod1ls.

I was back at the Wh1te House by forur, feehng the better for 1t, and
i

o . g : v , , ;
e spent the afternoonyoworklng at the deskjunul our d1nner guests arnved

_.Itwas one_of those qu1et/°/asy evenmgs that are balm to’ Lyndon'

- spirit.i_ No need to sell anybody, no need to put on a front, or to be guarded

lest someone is trying to.use’_you', or to figure out your _motivesf/or next —

~ actions, -

There were the George Chr1st1ans, Arthur Knm down for the weekend

e

o Mar1e a.nd Marwn/\Man@n 1s 1n Texas’ 7%.nd Jim Jones/, And Luc1 and Pa.t. :‘ .

Even w1th the 1mmrnence of Pat's departure, Luc1 g1ves 80 much of

herself her attentzon, her laughter. her compan1onsh1p, understandmg. to »

her daddy. My adm1rat1on, my grat:tude for her grows with the- years.

- Of _cou_rse,)gne of the main subjects of conversation,}l/as the b1g event . '

of yesterday. Governor Rockefeller s dec:.smn - he'd ‘gone on TV about

SR o TRy ey e e e e i S s g

| w1th Mathzlde commg in later tomght, the Larry Temples and Sxmon McHughs,‘;._"




Y o

R TNRAIPI S

' MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE -

WASHINGTON

Friday, March 22, 1968 . Pageb

five o'clock in the afternoon, with the statement that he was not running

for President. A very terse, forthright, manly, dramatic statement -

' he sn'nply exammed it carefully, and it was- ev1dent that he d1d not ha.ve
.the support of the Repubhcan mach:.nery. He left open the slim posmb:.hty o

- of a la.st mmute draft, but made 1t clea.r he d1d not expect 1t. B

' ' o R
I was sorrv, somehow I felt a 11tt1e 1on11er. It had only' been a 11tt1e

- earl1er that afternoon,s/ that I had been talkmg to Laurence, to tha.nk h1m
‘ for the Wonderfully generous th1ng he is domg, makmg it p0551b1e for an
: _ : (

over- all pla.n for the State Park across from the ranch He a.n-d h1s

were.offering .

-i..marvelous under-PlaYed way, rna.de it seem as thougb he/smuﬂﬂmﬂnz You e e

no more tha.n a c1garette, and that it was the greatest plea.sure = '

M»M...-,....‘ b e o

Gettmg to know the chkefellers -has been one of the nicest things about

© ' this job'.'

: La.ter that n1ght, after d1nner, Lyndon sa1d ”I believe I'll call iNelsvon, " .

L - what do you thJ.n n I sa.1d R ! W’J-Sh you would t And so, While he wa.s Co
gettmg a rub he d1d He said, ”I'm~sorry,_'1 so:_-t of hoped 'tbe Repnblieans ‘

would f1e1d the1r best ma.n. 'l_
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