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L ‘,__.of the place. ; And she had in fact, SO generously 1nv1ted me to come up

o toﬂ her Adlrondacks summer_horne and to Palm Beach before. o
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‘Began in some dim, undertain hour of the morning. Lyndon, whose -

: great resource and refreshener//s the ablllty to go to sleep at w1ll
' .'.whenever hlS work w111 perm1t, and’stz.ll do that, but he wakes up in the

'm1ddle of the n1gh and" 1ie_s there and worries. -And wheyn he wakes,_,n/i

1 do too. - S

s ‘F'irst of all'is the endless, murky, uncertain war in Viet-Narn;'and' then © Tiof- «¢

Chuck's departure; and very soon Patrick; and next, our own personal

dilemma. What should we'do? ,Could we make the sort of statement

o Rockefeller dld‘? ‘Did the Pueblo mc1dent foreclose us from gettmg out ?

o And Bobby Kennedy s entenng ally slam shut any ex1t for us?

I spent the mormng workmg at my desk and talkmg w1th L1z about
in

R g01ng to Palm Beach. And/our long m1ddle-of the -n1ght conversatlon, I

6] s
.had told Lyndon,j:étt Mrs. Post/as thmkmg t.o_.é'me t}o the Federal

e

g0vernment,\ the Park Serv1ce/\her beautlful hex Palm Beach home)Mar a-

Largo, and had mv1ted me and Secretary Udall,/g/d the Dukes,/ato/come |

down as her guests and get some rest, and thmk about the pos 51ble uses A

s As much as I would loye toAad always said no, because in what may PR

o be a s1].ly way, I thmk 1 owe these days and hours to working at .this job,

mostly, and not Just enJoy1ng myself, But now, I wouldlove to go to Palm

Beach - what did he think?

To my delight, he said, "I'd go on,_ and I'd stay, |
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get some sun, have a good time, !  So Liz and I'w_orked out a pos sible

e

tr1p4\1t looks like we m1ght go, r1ght after the Women Do ers Lunch next

Tuesday.

'; And then it Was 'tim_e vfor-the arrival ceremony, for President Tubman R

| ~‘°'fv]."ib‘eria' oﬁeQOf:fhe most durable chiefs of State in this ‘whole tnrli_ulentcl'"‘ S

world, ‘next to Haile Salassie and Franco. He's been President for about = =

24 years, 1 believe..

- It was a beautiful spring day. 'Ly'ndon and I walked out on the grounds

to see one of the largest crowds that had been assembled for an arrival

" c:evremony‘. The Thomas Jefferson kno'lle_IWere full, the ripple of elapping -

followed us as we walked along the driveway. I looked up on the» balcony L

and there was Luci, with Lm in‘her arms; that poor little lamb has been ; o

running a high fever. He seems to be cdtting two teeth and his tonsils are

' bad but the doctors can't quite put 2 name to it, and so like everything

else, it falls under the umbre%lla of v1rus.  He is hollow-eyed and looks =

80 pathet1c, and we worry.» 3 R B e

Once m ore, the b1g black car drove up and Presrdent Tubman eme rged

—

w1th some d_1£f1cultyi\he is elderly. , For the last time, Jim and Sy'lvia

mtroduced the Ch1ef of State to the Rusks, and the Wa1t:mg General and we : '

mounted the platform, l1stened to the Anthem and count”’%/e cannon shots, and

'watched the blue smoke twn'l upward.

. f»And then the speeches, and we were back inside, for the brief réce_ption.

Today I am doing somthing very different - 'going‘ out to lunch with Lorraine 7
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Cooper, ‘Mrs. John Sherman Coopér. She was having just a few ladies for

Evanéeline Bruce, who was over from England for a few'days.f.- Somehow,

I'm looseniné, np, 'firSt Palm Beac‘h andlnow a self-indulgent lunch,- ju‘st h

" because I vg , .zust as I was about to go out the door, there came a

.telephone call, from B1ll MOyers.. Could I ta.lk? I dec1ded that even 1f I : "
was la.te, I would. I don! t, want to say no to Bill, first beeause I'rn fond

of h1m. S_ec‘ond,‘ bec.ause he :.wouldn‘t.think it was just hecause I would be
15 'rninntes late for a lun‘che‘on. | |

g ,‘,‘iviltimrn"edv:out to be a rethe rr-'s\'yeet ‘con{rersa‘tion.' I hed heard h‘; had ..
eollepsed mh1s off1ce,wassmk. I ha.d 5eé£ on‘the ‘point of Wr1t1ngh1m a
letterjv"and told h1m Aso. He _said.‘he \;vas feeling mueh better, “he v;;ats at

home but _On-a lim ited schedule., Then he said, "I read a:g_rea.t deal about

-~ the speech you ga.ve."" That was on Tuesday,’ before the Blnei B’rith .wovr'n‘en. .k '

', 'He said, "I thought i_t‘was' a good one, and I wish you'd do more. " And then
- he’sa.id, -"some'_thing like'you.'re the best inter"p‘r'eter‘ he's got'.i"'T'hen he~’- |

went on, Just as though he needed to talk somehow, analvzmg and descnbmg C

today s scene, the S1tuat1on We f1nd ourselves 1n, a.nd he sa.1d ”H1story w111

3 put 1t all rlght, mcludmg V1et Na.m. i R1ght now. w] everyth1ng is a.ll st:ered

UP. tempers are hot, but there W1ll come a day 1w
Ana then, as an example_'-"f just how mixed up and hot tempers were,

he said hehad gone to the Board. of the Gallery of Modern Arts, and they

- had had a ha_épening - an exhibition of artists which Was»PiCketed by artists = .
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:from Greenw1ch vxllage, because, apparently it wasn't\ way out enough for:

them.

) And then ‘came//hat I thmk was the purpose of hlS call "I‘he wonderﬁxl

- th1ng," he sa1d "was I thmk though there has been lots of:pq:am pressures,‘ S

all the people who know h1m best (I don! t know that he called Lyndon by name, L

"Vor as the Pre31dent, he Just spoke of h1m and both of u us knew what he meant)
have stuck With him, Like Ambassador Harriman - isn't he wonderfu’.l?’_’
- I could call him ‘and raise him on that!

: \{,A» . »
And he saldl\a rather dulcet expressmn, somethmg to.the effect that
. ""comve‘N,ov_ember, the best man w1ll win. " And I got in my word ‘about, e
hai)ehad a lot of achi‘evements, yes, itmay not be known. ' We may have to‘

wait for h1story, ‘but we dOn't say enough about them, "

52

o

' A-QSt ended On{ﬁx‘ pleasant note, and I was so glad 1 had talked,)/d then : ?'
, I hurr1ed on out to Lorrame Cooper Sy w1th Bess riding in the car w1th me, °
because she had lost her few mmutes chance to ask me about hsts,—/"‘&nd

o o : ' ' WSO P

, dec1s1ons;' and dates. ﬁ?g:;&)e went through some ma1l and . »some
B t:hlngs down on the calendar.‘;it_. | |
| A-nd—{hen I walked into an other world,/ié: an enchantrng hour.and a half‘
:‘I.'.orral._ne' Cooper ls. one of_th_e :m‘ost soph1st1cated wom en I know. I genuinely ¢
like herand I thmx ohe like‘s"me', although we couldnit possiblyl be more |
different. | | o

T

" Her home has great charm and as Ilooked at it, I wondered what the

e Y o e Y 12 o o £ SRR L 08 T ity ol v e e e s e
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s _ingredients were. Color, yes! ‘Hues with daring and dash, ‘and drama. ’
. And pamtmgs from.vzam;x var1ed per1ods ‘i;b.clwhzatmnsj:nd c'o'untries. ’
- And books, books, books - and ob_)ects of art that tell the story of the1r
.,'_hve s. :It.‘s Aa ver-y 11V1ng”r00m. - | N T
= = Theothe . : gues s wereEvangelme Bruc e one éf_ the" most beautiful,
serene, and gracefulwomen I know And 3 Mrs McBam,ruand,? Mrs Guest,
o whorn VI had not‘rnet before; | .lust the five' of us,
| We had one drmk and then qu1ckly lu.nch, at a table gayly s-et with a-

5’ R

and wh1te, ‘and green, e

,/"

l;‘»pr1nted cloth in ora.nge and yellow, Ca‘nd plnh,/and redy

} and the.flowers‘,;‘b‘.nght oranéey,_ tangerlne tnaeturtlums..' It wasn_srnashing’ 3 V A
| "'Arnd then- Lorrame began, almostasthOugh she wenr‘efrnaki.n.g“an'. |

: -announ‘cer.nen't:. - "We've Just all been say1an that you re the best First Lady

ever, , and we’ all wanted you to know it and then we'll say no more about 1t.»)

.,.-ﬁi_ el e . g IR . T R
A e L, SO L e s . L - .

And I, with astonlshed pleasure, uttered some thank you and the del1ght—f»

ful luncheon went on. r(Z[ have never had better food anyWhere.‘ It was a treat o

o to look at, to ant1c1pa.te, and to eat Begmnmg w1th one of rny favor1tes - an
: S -I.wonder : S
,egg Benedlctme, I thmk although/wha.t that sort of a lutchen, hostess, and EE

_"menu would do 1:E a husba.nd 11ke Lyndon came 1n, ten mmutes before dm.ner |

'and sa.1d "Set four extra places, welve got some: company "
The talk ra.nged over the f1eld of what has happened to youth We explored
.LSD and its relation w1th Ea.stern myst1c1sm, yoga, n1h111sm. There,was -

3 ' : .
Q»-.- " - some tall_c- of perso_nalities, ‘none of whom Iy.knew, except from the sleek
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pages of Vogue and such, but most_ly of ideas and events. I f.ound',it rich, -

varied, spicy. I shall miss this kind of talk when I'm home. In fact, I

: have 'to SOme”'extent, deprived myse'_lf ofit here in the White House.

''So much of myhfe is dinners for 140, or standing in endless reeeivirmg 7

1_iﬁe;s,», 'greetin.g‘people' w1th just_ a_;‘:hrase or tv'vo‘e’ach".

i Wehad our;eoffee in the garden, underneath what must be the _la.r.g'es_»t

~ apple tree in Georgetown, At another table with a bright flowered clothg.ﬁ.!i-:-“"

amd. it must be the\‘in‘thing.'.l :

. And then I sa1d goodby and was back at. the Wh1te House by 2: 30 workmg ’

‘ » ,_'rbr1efly at m y desk domg some p1ctures on the Truman Balcony w1th Bob

Knudsen. E I‘m determlned- to»get s'ome good ones and quit sending' out__that :
one that was done in 65.
And at 3 o! clock./?vent downsta1rs to greetzara Holt, at the door of

the D1plom atic Recepnon Room. The re was some press lmed up, part1cularly

of course, Austral1an press. Lady Waller brought her, two other laches o L

' aeeornpa.nied themv.-., She ) c0m1ng to us for two days, we'd hoped very much.: _x .

: »that she cou.ld come for a week in Apr1l but she let us know that she had B

L

returnﬁ to Austraha sooner tha.n she thought And so we had msisted‘ that gt

she com e for these two days, though they are far too rushed for a real v131t

Th1s had been Lyndon's 1daa, bless h1m.- He does not forget-;- it's more .

. the sort of thmg a wom an does, and Iam prouder of him,> I love him all the o

L e




. whlle 1 worked w1th Ashton,

Y'Talked to Lynda.

‘ _George 'tonight.." e
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-more, ‘that it was he that asked her over the phone to come, and I that just

underwrote it and \insisted.'b

. ;:_:We went up on the Truman Balcony and had iced tea, and she and her

friend, who has accompanied her on-her more than two months trip,t- Memorial

AT

2

'se‘rvi.'_ice-'at We‘stmins‘_ter 'Abbev:,“_andon 'thr‘oug»hEnrOp"e;;‘ “And then for a—ratber_

7

| special"and ver};vlhllar.ious4l-holida.)} in Gree‘c‘e.»'» TheY describejd. the'lr jVOﬁrne'Y!;‘j; SEEE
| to us and then the others sa1d goodby,v and 1 took her for an hour's r1de around
.V\.Tashmgton. I myself wanted to see hovv the daffodﬂs were commg‘ along_'on
A Columb1a Island | There are several glor1ous golden swatches alongr the
' .' 'rive'vr;v- “And vve went around Hams Pomt,r ‘the blossoms are _]ust at the pomt
of bursting ! I told her, "I~th1lnk you'll see them before we. Ieave, 1f this |

| _ hot weather keeps up. "t '

-And then we went down Southeast Pennsylvania Avenue, and he re the

magnolia Soulangeana were :’out .

We were back at the Whlte House by f1ve and I left her to get some rest ,‘,7'} ;

There is, thank God, a'strong 11lt in her v01ce. She‘ll be home at grey

. W
dawn Su.nda.y m ornlng. And they, of all th1ngs, gomg to have d1nner w1th

Mr. Per gave me an elegant comb -out, and I put ivory Stavropolous

and_d1d some more pictures. I w_ant _to have a sm all _tr-ea-s_u_ry.'_ perhaps half A‘

and then had a comb_out and d1d a b1t of callmg.__ : - :
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a dozen really good evening dress pictures of rne, for the museum's,’ the

cultural organizations‘with the printed program, and just friends who write
for one.' -

A 11tt1e past elght, Ly'ndon and I were éown on the North Port1co to

Vgreet Pr_e31dent and Mrs, Tubman. She too, had an up ha1r do, and a

crispy white lace evening dress. -

Upstairs in the Yellow Roorn, our party included their son,’ and»Luci

and Pat.’ - We exchanged gifts, and rny_ favorite'always,/is/the bamboo bowl =

in vermeil, 1ike We use here for all White House 'ﬂowers/zformal )

' occasions. _ ThlS was our gift to Mrs. Tubman, and ‘some sketches of

Jx’ A‘u.fhw !" |

.Fredenck Douglas by Ben‘shame, for the Presudent, together w1th the

’ largest and handsomestver_meﬂ desk box }I could rem_ember.

' Among-their gifts for us/t_{ere was . the most deli'ghtful,white pigmy

'rhinoceros for little Lyn

Then for a: change, we took them 1nto the L1ncoln Room and d1d the -

i off1c1a1 plcture there, with Ly'ndon pomt1ng out the Gettysburg Address

wr1tten in meoln‘s own handwntmg//to ‘151 Pre s1dent Tubman.

And then we ‘were down sta1rs to greet our 140 guests. Clark and

-Marn}é Ch.fford from the Cabmet, bes1de the Rusks. And the Hugo Blacks

- from the Court, he lookmg fraller every time I see him, but Just as full of sp1r1t

as ever. and still playlng tennis, Elizabeth said. She was at my_ table, and
good company.

- Only ‘one Senator, ‘the Walter Mondales, and nthey've’becorne arnong those
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yrhom I admire and enjoy most.

This is a strange time'. The number of regrets, especially in the

-value W’hlte HOuse entertamment. Or, th1rd, perhaps they th1nk we a.:pe‘the

"'Senate’, is so heavy. They are very busy at home, and on the H1ll we have, .

it is true, mv1ted the Senators so many tlmes,/télt perhaps they no longer :

pol1l:1cal sm all:fx;t POX. So I think 1 shall cut down on the number mv1ted.-w e

The Splro Agnews, amonti the governors, We got a regret fro'm .the :

Hoffs of Vermont, at about the same time that I saw in the: paper that he -

. had come out for Bobby Kennedy. “The f1rst Democratu; Governor to do so,

it

. The House was 'fully representated - Jim Fulton, bouncy and'friendly,

~as always. It was the Symmgton& last dlnner, and so, when they left, 1

Gene ral

And handsome, durable/ Maxwell Taylor and the Henry Cabot Lodges. -
I have a hard t1me remembenng that we ever ran agamst each other - so '

' deta.ched “so thoroughly adm1rab1e do I fmd them both

There were the Gﬂbert‘Adams, and the Jack Harrlses from Texaa.. The

B Ranet

Adams thr111 that they had come across a sculptefr'»‘o’f his great.great—great, o

iR IS P

A~

: S
who had fought W1th our Navy,/n:x the Revolutlonary War, 1 made sure we got

a p1cture of them later, the Adamses,/a/tandmg be31de the bust.,

- and, sadly, he had been one of my favorltes. Lyndon,‘. not I, had antic'_ipa_ted{f -

-or whatever it 1s, grand.father on the f1rst floor. Count deS g,aa Frenchman -
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L And Mrs Lansdale Christ19"whose husband had been the founder of

-the Liberian Mining Company, one of the greatest industries of that
: country. I placed her at my table.

@ I had put J‘ack Harris next to Pat, so they c0u1d talk TV and Texas. et e .

: -bf The names of one of the guests,)éis so familiar,» ‘Garland Farmer, that k

dater I asked h1m where he was from. - Yes, Henderson', ‘Texas. He worked -

in campaians for my husband decades ago, he knew Meﬁ/ere

representatives of at’ least two of the rubber compames, th-eyoperate in
Liberia,,\ the Raymond Firestone s - and the Warners of Goodrich. '

I'put, Mrs. Holt next. to the-Vice President I can't think of a happier .
seat, for one evening at least, she will be blithely enterta1ned

Liberia is such a Christian c'ountry, the church so rnuch a part of its

life, that. they were rather well represented at the dinner. B1shop John

. g . 'ﬂ
\la.’v\u./v‘ o

He&nes of the Episcopal Church, and Bishop Bayber of the Methodist.

From the press, the Roy Howards, the Ray Scheerers, and gnome 11ke

e . . httle Leonard Li/rbb, who has been to more part1es than anybody in the whole '
..mﬂdwoﬂd I'm sure, and Who never writes a venomous 11ne about anybody.

I had 1nv1ted Madam’) Shoumatoff because she had done the portralt of
Pre31dent Tubman, ‘and I hoped too, to have a feW minutes with her in the
morning, to discuss the portrait of Lyndon.,

Iwas genuinely glad to see,/“a/gain Mennen and Nancy William s. I got -

 the impression they had finished getting out of the decompression chamber

]1;.'.*- B ’ ’ -
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‘ _stand h1_s rbe1ngva rather quiet dinner com»panion. _
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domg whatever writing they were going to- do, ‘and that both of them are

' rather ready to go back to work.'

B But among the most thrilled guests,//ere the Scott Manns. v>I had

'told Luci tha.t'I wanted her to invite \ﬁ»}{s house gue sts/t< each State

Dm.ner whlle she was here/\for the Diplomatic Reception/\for anytime '

that Bhe wanted to, at least one couple of good friends. . This time she had o

4chosen the Scott Manns. It's a very strong satisfaction to,me./to have

_/

B I‘ve"looked at all of-them, and;marveled, ,wh‘e're are these other children_

- I read about - smoke marijuana and march, who seem to have a sortofa

deathvwi sh?

When the hne was through, I escorted the Preeudent to the State Dim.ng

Room. The filet of soleﬁ)vas elegant . It turned out it was two o clock in the

- stomach

‘-the children of our friendsi\a.nd/shared more troubles, more defeats, more " -
: triumphs w1th us)ﬁian Roy Hofhemé to have the children of those friends

'm our home here 1n the White House/ﬁéﬁi our children. -> Up unt11 now, .

mormng, accordmg to Pre31dent Tubman s xam:m:ex time, so I could under-‘,_-‘“" B

~~Lyndon's toast was part humorous, " A man who is asked to talk oa

inch, who speaks a yard, should be given a foot." He said he'appreciated =

the warning, but in the present circumstances, it would be rather extravagant;i.“

for me to encourage any man to give me the foot, '’

"And then he praised Tub‘man as one of the truly legendary leaders-of
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all time. ‘A symbol of free Africa,' Arch:_'ttect of Liberids modern growth, :

a far sighted statesman/'

N And President Tﬁbrhan was 'equallyi Qvarm in praisi.hg‘. e

Later I heard that Mrs. Holt had sa1d to some of her dinner compam.Ons,v ,

‘ speakmg of Lyndon,'_“I do adm1re that man. - W'hy _do you_ A'mericans cri_ticize b

B h1m s0? You k_now, we have the same qualities in Australia. We always

~2 : - .
want to pair the tall people.”

| "We listened to Dﬁke Ellihgton in the East Room. His personaiity giving

off sparks, -just as it did wha.n I first met him; his hair, perhaps'avlittle '
o longer, duck ta1ls on the back of the neck Some of h1s compos1t1ons,~\ written

in honor of the 100th annlversary of the foundlng of. the Repubhc of L1ber1a. ‘

. \ :
I beheve that was in 1947. : And then the old farmhar Mood I.ndlgo, ‘and

' Soph1st1cated Lady ~a program to be proud of but bhx more and more, dunng -

the after dinner entertainment, as I sit next to Ly-ndon, my heart cries for

him, . He looks tireder and tireder," and without the competition, the demand

~of a vface-to-face conversation with som eone,' his' face sinks 'into deep li.nes
~of fat1gue. Bu‘fevery now and then I lean over and wh1sper to h1m, or take .

, hold of h1s arm, to make sure that he Won't go to sleep.

We b1d the Presldent goodby at about 11 30 and Icircled the ﬂoor br1ef1y.

) Ly-ndon had already gone up, and before 12 o clock 71 was upsta1rs. '

8 Thls was the f1rst n1ght of a State Dinner in a long time that we hadn'

mv1ted house guests - onlyzara. Holt,/and the Scott Manns, who are LuC1 s.
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: I \>;vevn.t4 straigﬁf to Lyxlx'.s ;;)’bm_; Dr. Lukash \'y'als ‘-in‘ tﬁere ‘taking‘his
teAmpériat»uré... He sfill h;aLs. é hlgh ‘fe\.rer, he'is a sick lilttie boy. It"s.b.een.-
‘as hxgh as. 104 iﬁ fhe da.y_tli_mé,v'-ﬁut db\fm in the‘morni_ng; ’I“heidoc'tq‘r bt.:hinksw S
it will have a three to five day course. o
| One of t.h:?.;é.lbéas;ﬁt.iittléiaépé.éts.vof t:hls “d.f‘mner,.gw/aa to ip_clud.e, at fhé
last m1nute“. for »l.:hév;e‘ntertabiﬁfxvieht .;anc.l tﬁé champ‘a.g‘z;é,‘. goo‘d 'frié_n‘&; -like o
Cecil Blizrney:, he"‘s m t_ovs-r‘x;bv‘vorincir;g fér ﬂusb; a.'n.c-iACH}’aitileinicé, \;vith her dé.te.;‘
and Marié and John CrisWel_l; an& Juanita aﬁd iugr date; and Mary»Rather,
of course. | | |

.' . And sO.fmally to bed,v." onwhat had b.e.eﬁ é. full.and.; :{raxiea Whlte erblouse - |

day. .
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