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What we us ed to call Apnl Fool's Day, When 1 was a ch1ld but the re

Was no foolery about today. - We had slept well but Ly’ndon was up early :

E "vand left for Ch1cago,9to/address the Nat1onal Assomatmn of Broadcasters, B

almost as though he had set a course to break a track record

It was dramatlc and even: Wonderful he d.1dn t even take a rest after ’

’last mght. But thereby,/{ knocked apart/meetmg I had planned for '

the L1brary that mornmg.

Dr., Stanton, and 1 beheve Leonard Marks, were gomg to Jom meﬁd"

it

_ Dr. Grover,}{nd the staff here) /ﬁe photographers/\ mow{é/ms.
'Atlcms, and Okom oto, and Knudsen - and dlscuss:gg the k1nd of p1ctures ’

'We should aim at/}/or the L1brary.

We were gomg to,}/arucularly,}ta/lk about f11m1.ng a State Dmner, which -

Dr. Stanton m1ght do, for the L1brary only, not for CBS use.’

. But today,/‘t{e p1ctures took a s1ngular1y new furng 1mperat1ve ,

- importance to fill in the gaps, and a def1mte tirneé 11m1t. -

After Lyndon left I read _]ust the headlmes - LBJ Tells Natmn He Won‘t i

Run - Restncts Ralds on North V1et Nam ' Cathedral Jammed to Hear Dr.

" King. " R rThere were lots of react1ons 11sted the only ones I looked for Werev

’ ;_the _one,s from the -GI'S. It saxd'GI‘s Express Anger, Re11ef“ Response ',-‘ !

" 'Var1ed From Welcome Rehef to Confused An er.
E,)

I__,istened toqs c103ely by_ the soldiers» frOm the Miet Cong Delta to the -
mou.ntain -highlands.. \_The response frequently, initial disbelief.~You've

Yoy

- got to be lqddmg... :
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 MIf he means what I think he means, I'm violently 111

_ Seven ‘marines questioned, were strongly opposed to the bombing’halts., ’

*If they send a'_»few'of those p_olitic'iansover here to be shot at, th’ey'.d ~yvant

" to use the A-bomb tomorrow.

Lynda and Luci Camé iato my room. Theyiwere a little more - what =~

_is the word - not reconciled -_rnaybeit's a little more willing to trust.to

their’-daddy's wisdom, and to what would wrux hapoen to their husbands

 with him no 1onger Com mander in Chief.
o _: " We listened to 'Lyndon' on TV in Chicago. . He sounded great; the words

were fine and the voice strong and firm. He called on the news media for

responsibility, The’ production, however,' ‘was not good; Poor lighting,‘.not "

enough close-ups; ' oth‘er lunoheon guests visibie ‘behinld him‘, distracting,

not qu1tev1dent1f1ab1e, and th1sat the National Assomatlon of Broadcasters.
ThenA called together a sort of rumo meet1ng,. on photography for

the L1bra.ry. We met in the faml.har Treaty Room - Tom Atluns, and

Bob Knudsen, Liz and Slmone, and Dr. Grover, and Colonel Albnght,

| and Colonel Adams/nd Bob Flemmg.‘ We talhed for nearly two hours about
: the best use we oould mahe f.ef the.next n1ne months, p1cture W1se - st1lls :
and f11msi)€o/record this administration. | : We tried to pin it down to.? get
: recordmgs here in the Comrnunrcanons Room - the nequhows a.nd speeches, .‘: -

- both by the pr1nc1pals in th1s Admmlstratmn/‘éxd by others af;ectmg us.
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The Fro_]ect that I've long had in m1nd,g—md is now accelerated ma
&

- neces S1ty... ﬁ( 11ttle home done mowe/y Tom Atklns, of the famﬂy quarters
- of the Wh1te House, the dear faml.har rooms Where we have spent our four s

and arhalf year's.'i gEspemally the West Hall and the D1n1ng Room Where

Lyndon has held all h1s Tuesday lunches,' and so ma.ny Leadersh1p Breakfasts,:"_:‘»:””; v '

: .and 80 many twelve~6clock-at~n1ght suppers .

AAnd Lucils_ _solarium, where for so m_any months,fa/signamre picture,

done in soap, I think, looked out on the funny antics of adll her l-i-sﬁ:e friends;)‘

s )
Perhaps my bedroom,féat 1s so 10ve1}r now, and I've done so much

work here. 1 do not thlnk Lyndon‘s bedroom.\)‘ } ,' e

BUBB

A very eapecialy e Treaty Room, where s0 masy projects have
o vbegh horn and'nurtu?ed-_ -
‘We‘,ha_d ‘sandwich‘es and tea .sent in, '4 taiked 'ahout W.hat.we_hada‘nd didﬁ‘t
© have on beausification pictures,/snd trips. Dr. Grover gave us advice about

needs for thefuture. aiﬁd ;”e h;p;.d it weuid be pos s'ibi'e’»":O' i in »Staf'f. | Where‘
- .5_"‘"ever the gaps made folks 11ke Bob Knudsen work all daY and all nlght.

And then, close to 2 30 I went in and worked w1th Bess. Word from

‘_the Ofﬁce sa1d there was a backlog °f 2500 telegram s._‘ There is 'such a

: L .
full Aprll and May m front of us, -tha-ftfl want all of 1t carrled off w1th the

greatest style, pardon the word Aazd Bess and I worked on 11sts and

: dates. -

: ﬁnd/ﬁlen I'putv'on my green turquoise crepe_-,f:—gd my most serene peKa_ 2
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which wae not in the least hard, and went over to the State Department for

' the swearing in ceremonies of Angier Biddle Duke. It was in the John
‘ .'_Quincy Adams ‘room, that lovely,/di/gni_ﬁed room -.a l.ot of ‘press, ,but '

. oddly, they d1d not surround me, there was a sort of br1ef - could Iuse

4/

' he Word respectful,\trnce as I walked through.

There were three Chiefs of Protocol there —Jimmieb‘Symington_,‘ out-

going; he made the main speech. Pretty little Sylvia nearby, I thanked

her once more for her letter about the Blair House garden,' and told her
I would be in touch.
Jﬂdr- the Crowc ghmpsed Lloyd Hand they«embraced Ann; and

then the mcommg Chlef of Protocol Ang1e B1dd1e Duke - and Rob1n, lovely

‘as ever, 'but.what a strange b_egmrung.‘ I expect they felt as though the .V

rug had suddenly been jerked out from under them, but they share that o

. with many,

- There were brief, humorous speeches, and the swearing in ceremony,

‘_ em braces all around, ‘especially with Rollin, ._and th_envi left, feeling that
it was a good :thing_ to have made an appearanee-today. and nothing could
have been more_”na.tu'ral $ a.nd 'de‘ar to my heart /than Watohing ’Angie' sworn

~ Back at the White House,/I worked with Bess. Sometime I called

Ramsey Clark, I don't remember quite when, to talk to him aboutrwriting
‘a ?ill to_r‘nake it- possibie 'fOr Presidential Librariesjt/o have, t:opies of

| USI.A film, fter the term of ofﬁce of the Pres1dent had exp1red He was
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: very Wﬂlmg and sa1d he wou.ld do it r1ght away.

- And I called Bill Whlte about the oral tapes. Short of assassmauon, ,

’ Ath13 1s the best atmosphere for oral tapes, but it is a wastmg com“ﬁdlty

: and I hoped that B1ll could get to work on those he'd been trymg to do/f

,some of the older Senators.—-Senator Rus sell Senator Dlrksen - or maybe

some vof th_e retiring members- - Charlie Halleck, 'George Smathers. ’

" He said he would get busy.

‘Then, I went up to the solarium', for:What' to me/v/vas really the most - -

neee_ssary meeting_of the day. : One I d1dn't want to- put off, although there

was a' poignance" in it. I had asked Bess to get it together. v So in the

solarium we met - Bess, and L1z, and S1mone. Barbara, and Sharon,

and Ashton, and Marily‘n. And I told them, Jfhat quite simply what I would -

miss'wh'en I left this place,)w/as not the big black ear, and the lots of

Servants,_- or even th_e flow.ers every day, and certainly no titles - but wor king
»with'- p‘éople '59._ smart’,. and deyoted, and‘fuvll of ideas as'they are;;' It will

- like'bei‘ng'naked on a des.ertwisland o be-yvithout them. And I wanted to f1ll

the next nine mOnths as vfull as we poss1bly could w1th all our Work on ‘ _‘

Beautz.ﬁcatlon and Head Start, a.nd sharmg thlB house W1th lovely, 1magmat1ve“

had to leave me at any t1me.

VEveryone had tears in their eyes - and Bess - the most unﬂa;}hble person o |

I know, was, I think, the most emotional. Somehow; I was not and I never
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felt'anything more deeply. These are suchﬁwonderful people.

Then I went downstairs with Liz. We worked on the Texas trip. It .

, rnakes me .frantic to think that it's only four days away, and how much we

I

'ast mght, L1z was ﬂat, '(his afternoon/he is already recovermg,__. o

_full of plans, directions, decislons. She took the whole schedule, from

Frlday morning to Tuesday nlght, and went through 1t hour by hour,

'-planm_ng speeches and clothes//nd 1og1st1cs.

E . ST

Finally, at nearly e1ght o clock,/l and I had thought of gomg to a dinner/\

Liz left and I Suddenly dlscovered how hmP I was. - There was no compellmg

reason for me to go to the dinner, so gratefully, I took off my clothes and

~ climbed into bed.

o Diana MacArthur had called earlier and said she'd like to come O\ter

L and give ‘me-a famal, something she hasn't done in about four years now,

N face and bac‘k She was shaken, sad I think as a lot of peOple were, but

B e already adJusting to it - and every hour 1 know it was better.

We had a long v131t It was nearly ten when Lyndon came in and the

o three of us had din.ner. He had had an overwhelmingly busy day and l_ooked‘ |

o very'_tired.~ We» talked of the mail, and he handed me,  silently, a telegrarn

frorn/\Bunker - one of the most beautiful I'll ever read.

Then, Diana left and I decided I might as well live it up. I called in

1 think I felt strangely relaxed and content - as Diana worked deftly on my"

Chief King,/aand got a massage, and when he had finished, tip toed to Lyndon's
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~door. "It was dark inside. “.Lyndon must be alreadf asleep,' and I did not
" know whether to be glad or s_orry; I wanted to talk to him and I wouldn't

’ ‘ha%,é_ ‘rva.ked him for the world,

~ Sometime &hripg’the last momentus 24 hours, I remember one thing

: - he had said, about how the ,Vser\}ice men would feel about him not running. |

When 1 \%ras questioning it and fearing that they would"be let down, Quite

quietly he had said something like, "'I have giveh them all I had, my

And so, on thlS f1rst day out of the eye of the hurrlcane, I went :

i peacefully and early to sleep.

There was one funny addenda to the day, when 1 ha.d run to Pat in the

o ha.ll w1th some rather sloppy grey green clothes, I thlnk he called them

2

' fat1gues. I said, ”Where are you off to, Pat H And he: says, “I've got '

K.P. today."
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