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Wli3-t we u sed  to c a ll  A pril F o o l’s Day, when I w as a ch ild , but there 

w as no fo o le ry  about today. We had slep t w ell, but Lyndon w as up early  

and le ft  fo r  C hicago,^^^address the National A sso cia tio n  of B ro a d ca sters, 

a lm o st a s  though he had se t a cou rse  to break a track  record .

It w as dram atic and even  wonderful; he didn't even take a r e s t  after  

la s t  n ig h t. But thereby knocked apart,>/^a^eeting I had planned for 

the L ib rary  that m orning.

Dr,' Stanton, and I b e liev e  Leonard M arks, w ere going to join me,^^nd  

D r. G rover* ,i^ d . the staff here^ photographers^ m oviq|gj^rstiUs,___.

A tk ins, and Okom oto, and Knudsen - and discussa§^ the kind of p ictu res  

we should aim  at X r  the L ibrary .

We w ere  going to,-^^^rticularly,ytelk about film ing a  State D inner, w hich  

D r. Stanton m ight do, fo r  the L ibrary only, not for CBS u s e .

But today ,/th e  p ictu res took a singu larly  new tumy^isft. im p era tiv e  

im portance to f i l l  in  the g a p s /  and a definite tim e lim it.

A fter Lyndon le ft, I read  just the head lines - LBJ T e lls  Nation He Won't 

Run -  R e s tr ic ts  R aids on North V iet-N am  - Cathedral Jam m ed to H ear Dr, 

King. - T here w ere  lot.s of reaction s lis ted ; the only ones I looked for w ere  

the ones from  the G I's, It sa id 'G P s E xp ress A nger, Relief*' - R esp on se

V aried  From  W elcom e R elie f to Confused A n ger^

L isten ed  to^ c lo se ly  by the so ld iers  from  the $n îet Cong D elta to the 

m ountain highlands. The resp on se  frequently, in itia l d isbelief,^ -^ou*ve  

got to be kidding.
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^If h.e m eans what I think he m ean s, I'm v io len tly  il l .

Seven m a rin es questioned, w ere strongly  opposed to the bombing h a lts ,

^If they send a few  of those p o litic ian s over here to be shot at, they’d want 

to u se  the Arbomb tomorrow.^/

Ltynda and Luci cam e into m y room . Theyrweare a litt le  m ore - what 

i s  the w ord - not reco n ciled  - m aybe it 's  a litt le  m ore w illing  to trust to 

th eir  daddy's w isdom , and to what would \stanx happen to their husbands 

w ith him  no longer Com m ander in  C hief.

We lis ten e d  to Lyndon on TV in C hicago. He sounded great; the w ords  

w ere fine auid the v o ice  strong and f ir m . He ca lled  on the new s m edia for  

(  "■■ resp o n sib ility , Ihe production, how ever, w as not good. Poor lighting, not

enough c lo se -u p s;  other luncheon gu ests v is ib le  behind him , d istractin g , 

not quite id en tifia b le  eind th is at the National A sso cia tio n  of B ro a d ca sters , 

T h e n ,^  ca lled  together a so rt of rump m eetin g , on photography for  

the L ibrary. We m et in  the fam iliar  T reaty Room - Tom A tkins, and 

. Bob Knudsen, Liiz and Sim one, eind Dr. G rover, and C olonel A lbright,

and C olonel Adam s Bob F lem ing. We talked for n early  two hours about

the b e s t  u se  we could m ake the next nine m onths, p ic tu re -w ise  - s t i l ls  

and film sf-'f^ reco rd  this ad m in istration . We tr ied  to pin it  down to p  get 

record in gs h ere in  the C om m unications Room - the new jshow s and sp e ech es , 

both by the prin cip a ls in this A d m in is tr a tio n ,/^ d  by others affsGtirig u s.
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The F ro jec t that I've long had in mind,s>-a«*d is  now a cce lera ted  iB^a 

n ecessity * —; A litt le  hom e done m o v ie^ b y  Tom A tkins, o£ the fa m ily  quarters  

of the White H ouse, the dear fam iliar  room s w here we have spent our four ' 

and a half y e a r s .  E sp ec ia lly  the W est H all and the Dining Room w here  

Lyndon has held  a ll  h is  T uesday Ixmches, and so  many L ead ersh ip  B rea k fa sts , 

and so  m any twelve>6clock'-atHiight suppers

And Luci*s so lariu m , w here for so m any m onths^/^ signature p icture, 

done in  soap, I think, looked out on the funny an tics of a ll her friends.^

P erhaps m y bedroom ,^*^at is  so  lo v e ly  now, and I've done so  much 

w ork h er e . I do not think Lyndon’s bedroom .

C ■ And v ery  e sp e c ia lly  the T reaty Room , w here so  m any p ro jects  have

been  born and nurtured.

We had sandw iches and tea sent in, talked about what we had and didn’t 

/  ; have on b eautification  picturesf^'^^d tr ip s . Dr. G rover gave u s advice about 

, n eed s for the future, and we hoped it  would be p o ssib le  to f il l  in sta ff, w h ere - 

ev er  the gaps m ade fo lks lik e Bob Knudsen. work a ll day and a ll night.

And then, c lo se  to 2:30, I w ent in  and w orked with B e s s , Word from  

the o ffice  sa id  there w as a backlog of 2500 te leg ra m s. T here i s  such a 

fu ll A pril and May in front of u s , -tbst-I want a ll of it  ca rr ied  off with the 

g re a te st  s ty le , pardon the word. B e ss  and I w orked on l i s t s  and

' : d ates. ^

/  i ■Amd'Jhen I put on m y green  turquoise crepe^.'^md m y m o st seren e
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which, w as not in  the le a s t  hard, and went over to the State Departm ent for

the sw earing in cerem o n ies  of A ngier Biddle Duke. It w as in the John

Q uincy A dam s room , that lovely,^^^gnified room  - a lot of p r e s s , but

oddly, they did not surround m e, there w as a so rt of b r ie f  - could  I u se
't  ^ ___

the w ord re spectful(^truce a s  I w alked through.

T h ere w ere  three C hiefs of P ro toco l there -J im m ie  Sym ington, out-

going; he m ade the m ain speech . P retty  litt le  Sylvia nearby, I thaxiked 

her once m ore for her le tter  about the B la ir  House garden, and told her  

I would be in  touch.

the crowd^^^-^f^limpsed Lloyd Hand, th e^ em b ra ced  Ann; and 

then the incom ing C hief of P rotoco l, Angie Biddle Duke - and Robin, lo v e ly  

as e v er , but what a strange beginning] I expect they fe lt  a s  though the 

rug had suddenly been jerked  out from  tinder them, but they share that

■; -y; with m any.;V '.'

T here w ere b r ie f, hum orous sp eech es, and the sw earing in cerem on y, 

e m b r a c e s  a ll  around, e sp e c ia lly  with R oliin , and then I le ft , fee lin g  that 

; it  w as a good thingr''''to^ave m ade an appearance today, and nothing could

have been  m ore natural,-^*k^d dear to m y heart/^fean watching A ngie sw orn  

in.

B ack at the White House,/^! worked with B e s s . Som etim e I ca lled  

R am sey  C lark, I don't rem em b er quite when, to talk to him  about w r itin g  

i a ^ i l l  to make it  p o ss ib le  for P r esid en tia l L ,ib raries,/to  have co p ies  o f

USIA f ilm ,> ^ te r  the term  of o ffice  of the P resid en t had exp ired . He w as
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v er y  w illin g  and sa id  he would do it right away.

. And I ca lled  B ill  White about the ora l tapes. Short of a ssa ss in a tio n , 

th is is  the b est atm osphere for ora l tapes, but it is  a w asting coirf^dity 

and 1 hoped that B ill could g et to w ork on those he*d been trying to d o /^ f  

som e Vof the older Senators*^Senator Rus seU , Senator D irksen  - or m aybe  

som e o f llie re tir in g  m em b ers - C harlie H alleck, G eorge Sm athers,

He sa id  he would get busy.

Then, I w ent up to the so lariu m , for w h a t^ o  m e / ^ ^ s  rea lly  the m o st  

n e c e s sa r y  m eetin g  of the day. One I didn’t want to put off, although there  

w as a poignauice in  it . I had asked  B e ss  to get it  together. So in  the 

so lariu m  m et - B e s s , and L iz, and Sim one, B arbara, and Sharon,

and A shton, axid M arilyn. And I told them,J^£hat quite sim p ly  what I would  

m is s  when I le ft  th is p lace,.-^ ^ s not the big b lack  ca r , and the lo ts  of 

serv a n ts , or even  the flo w ers ev ery  day, and certa in ly  no t it le s  - but working  

w ith people a s  sm art, and devoted, and fu ll of id eas a s  they a re . It w ill
■ J

lik e  being naked on a d e ser t  islandje-^  be without them . And I wanted to f i l l  

the next nine m onths as fu ll a s  we p o ss ib ly  could, w ith a ll our w ork on 

B eautification  and Head Startj eind sharing this house w ith lo v e ly , im agin ative , 

p a r tie s . And 1 wanted everyone of them to stay  right h ere until January 20th, 

i f  they coxxld - but 1 would understand if  som e good offer cam e up,^^and they  

had to lea v e  m e a t any tim e.

E veryone had tea rs in their ey es  - and B e s s  - the m ost unflajfkble p erson  

I know, w as, I think, the m o st em otional. Somehow^ I w as not and I n ever
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fe lt  anything in ore  deep ly. T h ese are such wonderful people.

Then I w ent dow nstairs with L iz . We w orked on the T exas trip . It . 

m ak es m e fran tic  to think that it 's  only four days away, and how m uch we  

h aven ’t done!

Ijast night, L iz w as fLat,"j^Ms afternoon»-^he is  a lread y recovering^—. 

fu ll of p lan s, d irec tio n s , d ec is io n s . She took the whole schedule, from  

F rid ay  m orning to T uesday night, and went through it, hour by hour, 

planning sp eech es  and c lo th e s /^ ^ d  lo g is t ic s .

F in a lly , i t  n early  eight o'clock/J and I had thought of going to a dinner/^  

L iz le ft  and I suddenly d isco v ered  how lim p I w as. T h ere w as no com p ellin g  

rea so n  fo r  m e to go to the dinner, so  gratefu lly , I took off m y clo th es and  

clim b ed  into bed. -

Diana Mac Arthur had ca lled  e a r lie r  and sa id  she'd  lik e  to com e over  

and give m e a fa c ia l, som ething she hasn 't done in  about four y ea rs  now,

I think. I fe lt  stran gely  relaxed  and content, a s  Diana w orked d eftly  on my ’ 

face  and back. She w as shaken, sad I think, a s  a lo t of people w ere , but 

a lread y  adjusting to it  - and ev ery  hour I know it  w as b etter .

We had a long v is it .  It w as n early  ten when Lyndon cam e in  and the 

three of u s had d inner. He had had an overw helm ingly b u sy  day and looked  

v ery  tired . We talked of the m a il, and he handed m e, s ilen tly , a telegram  

from^Bunker - one of the m o st beautiful I 'll ev er  read. ‘

Then, Diana le ft and I decided  I m ight a s  w e ll liv e  it  up. I ca lled  in  

C hief King,-^and got a m a ssa g e , and when he had fin ished , tip toed to Lyndon's
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door. It w as dark in sid e . Lyndon m ust be a lread y  a s lee p , and I did not 

know w hether to be glad or so rry . I wanted to talk to him  and I wouldn't 

have w aked him  for the w orld .

Som etim e during the la s t  m om entus 24 hours, I rem em b er one thing 

he had said , about how the se r v ic e  m en Would fe e l about him not running. 

When I w as questioning it  and fearing that they would be le t  down, quite 

qxiietly he had sa id  som ething lik e , "I have giyen them a ll  I had, m y  

p o litica l l i fe .  " ^

And so , on th is f ir s t  day out of the eye of the hurricane, I went 

p eacefu lly  and ea r ly  to s leep .

T here w as one funny addenda to the day, when I had rxin^to P at in the 

h a ll, w ith som e rather sloppy g r ey -g reen  c lo th es, I think he ca lled  them  

fa tig u es . I sa id , "Where are you off to, Pat? " And he sa y s , "I've got 

K. P . today."

# # # # # #


