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Lyndon w a s up v e r y  e a r ly  for the C o n g r e ss io n a l L ea d ersh ip  B re a k fa st .

It*s a lm o s t  a s  though h is  d e c is io n  had not lig h ten ed  h is  day^^^ut a c c e le r a te d  

th em . He w en t in to  the fa m ily  din ing room  about 8:30 -  the V ice  P resid en tp ^

•ie ld j^ n d  R ob ert B y rd f^ ^and Senator Longr and M ike M ansfield^  and R ob ert B yrdr a-nd Speaker  

M c C o r m a c k ; the P o s tm a ste r  G en era l and B arefoo t; and M ike; and H ale B oggs;  

and C a r l A lb er t.

I w ork ed  at m y  d e sk  w ith M arilyn  W alz.

And then , about 9:30 , w ent down into the E a st H all^ ^ o m e e t  the L a d ies  

C o m m ittee  o f the B o sto n  M useum  of F ine A r ts . I had had  a  le t te r  from  

M r s . S m ith , th e ir  P r e s id e n t , T h ey  had a lrea d y  arra n g ed  fo r  an e a r ly  

m orn in g  tour o f the W hite H o u se , and sh e told  m e how m u ch  th ey  had en joyed  

se e in g  m e , s e v e r a l  of th em , on the T oday Show, and th ey  hoped  that "If y o u ^  

in  r e s id e n c e  at that t im e , you m ay  be w illin g  to sa y  ju st a b r ie f  h e llo , •'

It w a s  an ex a m p le  of a p e r su a s iv e  le t te r , and th e r e ’s nothing I en joy  doing  

m o r e  than show ing p eop le  the A rt in the White H o u se . And so , I had a sk ed  

them  fo r  co ffe e  and sw e e t  r o l ls  a t 9:30 . It w as a v e r y  p lea sa n t h ou r, I 

sh ow ed  them  the L in co ln  R oom , and the Q ueen*s R oom , and the T re a ty  R oom , 

q u ite  taking i t  aw ay from  the g u id es .

And yl̂ e ta lk ed  about the a c q u is it io n s  in  the la s t  four y e a r s , and th o se  that 
■ hoped

I v e r y  m u ch /m ig h t com  e in  the rem ain in g  nine m on th s. ,

T h ey  w e re  an e leg a n t, r e fin ed  group of la d ie s , and I en joyed  them , and 

I th ink th ey  en jo y ed  the in tim a cy  of our v is i t .  One of th em , w hen I m en tion ed  

w anting a C op ley , or w as it  a W est, sa id  she had one a t  hom e -  but i t
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w a s a  p o r tr a it  a n c e s to r s !

T hen  I w ent b ack  to m y d esk  and had a goodby v i s i t  w ith  Jean n ette  

S im m o n s, It i s  m u ch  w is e r  fo r  h er  to retu rn  to h er  hom e in  L on gv iew  

. s in c e  w e lv e  m ad e th is  d ec is io n £ ^

AndHt^^SLl had a twci^hour s e s s io n  on our W oman D o -e r s  L uncheon, going  

o v er  m y  sp e e c h , u n d erlin in g , m ak ing  a f iew  ch a n g es , read in g  i t  a t le a s t  

th ree  t im e s , and a lw a y s , a lw a y s , that fra n tic  fe e lin g  that I 'v e ' t i t t e n  off 

m o r e  than I can  ch ew  -  a s  Aunt E ffie  w ould  say^'^jteat I haven*t g iv en  

m y s e lf  tim e  enough to p r a c t ic e , study, s teep  m y s e lf , do m y  v e r y  b e s t  in  

w h a tev er  i t ‘ i s .  - :xv :;

C o v er  the s e a t in g ^ ^ e a d  so m e w ord  to B e s s ,

12:30, put on m y  M ollie  Parnes^^ su it , the w h ite  w oo l w ith  

brow n tr im , and w ent down to the R ed  R oom , fo r  a photo w ith  m e m b e r s  of 

the N ation a l A sso c ia t io n  fo r  R etard ed  C h ild ren . The p o s te r  c h ild  w as  

Joey  B e lg ie , a  v e r y  l iv e ly ,  bouncy boy, and h is  p a r e n ts ,—^X îe u su a l  

m e m b e r s  of the re ta rd ed  ch ild ren *s a s so c ia tio n ;  the C o n g r e ssm a n  from  

’ w h o se  D is tr ic t  he c o m e s , Jam es H anley, A few  p ic tu r e s  th ere  and out on

the b a lco n y . And then, f in a lly , one o f ju st m e and M u rie l, w h ich  w a s h a rd ly  

the p la c e  fo r  an y  r e a l  ta lk , ju st "I gue s s w e ' 11 m is  s th o se  good b ow lin g  gam  e s . 

and a  laugh  and a  sq u eeze ;

.^ l^ d ^ en  it  w a s tim e to go in  for  the W oman D o -e r s  L uncheon . T h is  

(  one w a s  d e s ig n e d  to a c ce n t w hat th is a d m in istra tio n  h a s  done fo r  ch ild  h ea lth .

:/i-v
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F rom  g o vern m en t, th ere  w as M rs. W ilbur C ohen, w h o se  husband w as  

S e c r e ta r y  o f HEW; and Jane W irtz , w ife  o f the S e c re ta r y  o f L ab or, who

h a s  h e r s e l f  done so  m u ch  w ork  for  the p h y s ic a lly  handicapped,/^in equipping .
M rs.-

them  for  jo b s. And the w iv e s  o f two C o n g r e ssm e n , /G eorge B u sh  “fee T e x a s ,  

and M rs , J e ffe r y  C ohelan  from  C a lifo rn ia , who w ere  both n u r s e s . A ctu a lly , 

th ere  a r e  20 w iv e s  o f C o n g ressm en  who a re  n u r se s!  ^

And M rs. W inthrop R o c k e fe lle r , w ife  o f the G overnor o f A r k a n sa s , w h o s f  

w ork ed  fo r  y e a r s  on m en ta l h ea lth , e f fe c t iv e ly  and e n e r g e t ic a lly .

A ad m o s t  o f the g u ests  w ere  d iv id ed  b etw een  h ead s o f o rg a n iza tio n s  

r e la te d  to  H ea lth r'^ iro fession a ls, and v o lu n te e r s ,— o rg a n iza tio n s  ranging  

from  M a rch  of D im e s , the A sso c ia t io n  on M ental H ealth , the A ss o c ia t io n  fo r

R eta rd ed  C h ild ren , and the N ation al C o n g ress  o f P a ren ts  and T e a c h e r s f^ o

..... ■■■ ■ V ' '
the U rban L ea g u e 's  D iv is io n  of H ealth  and W elfare,*^nd the A m er ica n  D ia te tic  

A ss o c ia t io n . P rob ab ly  the la r g e s t  group w ere  the p r o fe s s io n a l, su ch

s ta r s  a s  D r, H elen  T aui^g, p i b lue baby fa m e.

p r o fe s s io n a ls  fro m  the f ie ld  o f n u tr ition , n u rsin g , s c ie n c e ,  and . 

e v e r y  b ran ch  o f m e d ic in e . But m y  fa v o r ite  group of the g u e s ts  w e r e , I think, 

the v o lu n te e r s  b e c a u se  th ey  can rea ch  so  m any m o r e  o f  u s .  T h ey  a r e  

p o ten tia lly  a b ig g e r  la b or  fo r c e  and they a r e  the ones that, in  a w ay, th is  

lu n ch eon  w as d es ig n ed  to rea c h , to a ttra c t for  m o re  s e r v ic e .  T hat, p lu s  

sp rea d in g  the w ord  o f what th is a d m in istra tio n  h as done.

T h ere  w e re  lo ts  of v o lu n te er s  for w ork  oh reta rd ed  c h i l d r e n .^ ^ o s t ,_ ^
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p e r h a p s ,/m  H ead Start, eind so m e in  l e s s e r  known w ork  lik e  C y st ic  F ib r o s is ,

I had a sk e d  a few  s p e c ia l  fr ie n d s  to a c t a s  h o s t e s s e s  and m ix  and m in g le ,  

and g e t ev ery b o d y  to know each  o th er . One a t le a s t ,  fo r  ea ch  ta b le . My 

a lw a y s  r e lia b le  L ibby C ater; and M athilde K rim , who had h e lp ed  on e v e r y  

a s p e c t  o f th is , w ork ing w ith  u s on the g u e s t l i s t ,  p r im ed  to s ta r t  the q u estio n s  

a fte r w a r d s . She a lr ea d y  knew m an y o f  the p r o fe s s io n a ls  and w ou ld  s e e  that 

th ey  m e t the govern m en t p eo p le .

.^^d.'^ere w e r e  w r ite r s  on the su b ject of H ealth  -  D r, Phyl^s W right, o f  

the L a d ies  H om e Jou rn al.

It w a s v e r y  p le a sa n t to have o ld  fr ie n d s , lik e  D r. B e r n ic e  M oore from  

the H ogg F oundation  at the U n iv e r s ity  o f T ex a s , whom  I*ve known fo r  20  

y e a r s  or  m o r e . And G ertie  M o ss , whom  I*d m e t about th is t im e  la s t  y e a r ^  

on pur w on d erfu l tr ip  in to  the h il ls  of N orth C aro lin a . Who sh ou ld  know  

m o r e  than sh e  about the h ea lth  o f u n d erp riv iled g ed  c h ild re n . And nobody  

enjcjpd the lu n ch eon  m o r e , I b e lie v e .

Arid Jeaji R o b itsc h e r , -v̂ ô u s e d  to w r ite  a co lu m n  w ith  L iz , 25 y e a r s  

ago  h e r e  in  W ashington, now* b eca u se  o f  a  ch ild  who i s  n e a r ly  b lin d ,

^ is^ o in g  v o lu n teer  w ork  fo r  ch ild ren  w ith  poor v is io n .

T h ere  w e r e  m any w e ll  known n a m es  in  th is c ir c le  - D r. L eon a B a u m g a rtn er , 

H arvard , a s o r t  o f D ean in  h ea lth  fo r  ch ild ren . D r, M ary C a rter  R on ey , who  

w a s fo r i^ r l y  a d ir e c to r  of P lanned  P ^ e n th o o *^

A nd th is  w a s  ju st  the r ig h t tim e to a sk  M rs. M ilton  G ordon, on the  

C h ild ren s  Com  m itte e  o f N ew  Y ork  C ity , vi^ose o rg a n iza tio n  had g iv en  m e  a 

v e r y  g en ero u s  aw ard  fo r  m y  w ork  in  H ead Start.
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an oth er g u e s t w a s  D r, B elin d a  S tra it, p sy c h ia tr is t , w h o se  m o th er

ryyvv*'
i s  the v e r y  bu lw ark  o f the Senate L a d ies  R ed C r o s s , a w om an for whom  I 

hiave a v e r y  s p e c ia l  r eg a rd .

And a s  a lw a y s , the w ife  of the W hite H ouse F e llo w  a s s ig n e d  to th is  

D ep artm en t, M rs . T im oth y  W ^rth. I w ant th ese  young W hite H ouse F e llo w s  

and th e ir  w iv e s  to go hom e attuned to w hat th is  a d m in istra tio n  i s  try in g  to 

do, so  a t e v e r y  ev en t, p a r tic u la r ly  a so r t  of w orking even t lik e  th is on e, w e  

try  to in c lu d e  the ap p rop ria te  on e.

. So-The r e c e iv in g  lin e  f in ish e d  in  the R ed R o o m ^  M u riel had stood  w ith

m e.^ W p  w en t in to  the State D ining Room  for  sh e r r y  or oran ge ju ice , and  

then into the B lue R oom , w hich  is  ju st right fo r  50 at round ta b le s .

: S o m ew h ere  on the w ay , p erh ap s i t  w as to the r e c e iv in g  lin e , I ra n  in to  

B e s s ,  who had  on a pink eyep atch . I couldn*t stop  the in e v ita b le  q u estio n , ■ 

"What h ap pened?"  She laughed , how  lik e  h er , "I had fa th e r  figh t than  

sw itch . "

It w a s  a  p le a sa n t, in te r e s t in g  lu nch eon . I had M rs. W inthrop R o c k e fe lle r  

on m y  r ig h t, and D r. E sth er  C lark , the c h ie f  sp ea k er , about w h o se  w o n d erfu l 

a c h ie v e m e n t in  P a lo  A lto , C a lifo rn ia y /in  a c lin ic  fo r  ch ild ren ,^ ^ ^ ad  rea d  in  

the Saturday E ven in g  Post^^'^^ m y  le f t .  ’ And a ls o  at the ta b le , M rs. S p en cer  

T r^ cy , w ho h e r s e l f  had founded a c lin ic ;  and b eca u se  I r e a lly  w anted h er  to 

sh a re  the day, G ertie  M oss; and an oth er fr ien d  from  A u stin , M rs. B urt 

K reu g er  S m ith , w h o se  w ork  is  w ith re ta rd ed  ch ild ren . A ctu a lly , re ta rd ed
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c h ild r e n  ijSr H ead Start have jtB^nmuscle pow er behind th e m ^ o f anyth ing in  

the f ie ld  of ch ild  h ea lth  today, it  se e m e d .

A s soon  a s  w e had  our c o ffe e , I r o se  to m ake m y  lit t le  sp e e c h , and h it  

i t  h ea d  on w ith  - - -" S in c e  la s t  Sunday n igh t, so m e  of you m a y  h ave b een  

w on d erin g  w h eth er  w e w ould  be hold ing th is  lun ch eon . L et m e  sa y  i t  c le a r  

and stro n g  - w e a r e  going to be w orking u n til the day w e le a v e  th is  h o u se , 

on the p ro g ra m s w e b e lie v e  in . A ctu a lly , in  the w ord s o f the young. I'm  

hook ed  for  the r e s t  of m y  l i f e .  "

Som ew hat to m y  a m a zem en t, th ere  w as a resou n d in g  round of a p p la u se .

I se ld o m  g e t i t  w hen I ta lk . I don*t know ho*wj in  the lan gu age, to'^milk it .

I w ent on to d e sc r ib e  what th is a d m in is tra tio n  h a s done in  

the f ie ld  o f h ea lth . P ro b a b ly  the b r ig h te s t  m ark  - M ed ica re  for o ld er  

p eo p le  -  then M ed ica id  for poor c it iz e n s  - and p erh ap s c lo s e s t  to m y  h u sb an d 's  

h e a r t , the C hild  H ealth  A ct of ^67. H is p h ilosop h y h a s  a lw a y s b een  that m an  

can , m an can  ta4ie and m o ld , and change the i l l s  that b e s e t  h i s  so c ie ty . And

e s p e c ia l ly  the p ro b lem  of ch ild ren , w h ose  l iv e s  a re  m a l l e a b l e h a v e  so  

m u ch  p r o m ise  for  the fu tu re .

iS^fflSpeaking o f the va lu e  of r e s e a r c h , I u se d  a l i t t le  s to r y  about 

D r, C h r is tia n  B arnarc^ com ing to the ranch, and sa y in g  to Lyndon^^^at he 

had r e c e iv e d  h is  tra in in g  from  one of our govern m en t gran ts a t the U n iv e r s ity  

of M in n esota !

iBsftTjfhen I in trod u ced  D r. E sth er  C lark , who gave u s a  b r ie f  but d ra m a tic  

p ic tu re  o f the ch an g es in  ch ild hood  d is e a s e s  o v er  one g en era tio n . E ven  the
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n a m es  of th o se  that u se d  to k il l  so  m a n y / ^ ^ F ^ lm o st  dropped  from  our 

v o ca b u la ry , and now  w e don't dread  them  a n y m o re , b e c a u se  of v a c c in e s  

or  d ru g s , fiait jtoday, w e have it  in  our pow er to produ ce su p e r io r  hum an  

b e in g s , but th is  w il l  req u ire  a w e ll-e n d o w e d  en v iro n m en t -  and that le d  

on to the n eed  fo r  c le a n  a ir ,  c lea n  w a te r , and adequate n u tr itio n , and  

b ro a d er  m e d ic a l s e r v ic e s .

N ext, I in tro d u ced  M rs. C h a r le s  W elch , who nnwit nf h ea d s  up the 

v o lu n te e r s  fo r  the J a y c e e s  A u x ilia ry * _ K u n s h er  o rg a n iza tio n  from  h er  

k itch en  and h a s put thousands o f.w om en  into v o lu n teer  h ea lth  s e r v ic e s ,  

m an y o f  them co n n ected  w ith  m en ta l reta rd a tio n  and m en ta l h ea lth .

A ml tliii ii"7lii la s t  sp ea k er , r e a lly  the s ta r , and I w as s o  proud of h e r ,  

w a s M u rie l, and I hope i  in trod u ced  h er  w ith  a l l  the w arm th  and a d m ira tio n  

I f e e l .  F ro m  a q u iet, a lm o s t  pedantic b eg in n in g , the im p a c t of w hat sh e  

saidr^^nounted and you f e l t  a  g r ea t im p athy  and understanding^'^^th  h e r ,  

w ith  the w h ole  p rob lem  of how  you  handle sudden ly find ing in  your fa m ily , 

c lo s e  and cru sh in g , the p rob lem  of a reta rd ed  ch ild .

We fin ish ed , I thought, on a  h igh  n ote, and then w e had  q u e s tio n s , w hich  

I p a s s e d  on to our th ree  sp e a k e r s . It w as a g ra tify in g ly A ittle  s e s s i o n .  I 

n o tic e d  L uci*s hand up and a  coup le  t im e s , turned to so m eo n e  e l s e ,  and she  

w ould  g r a v e ly , h o p efu lly  ho ld  i t  up aga in . So th en ,/irp o in ted  at h e r , and sh e  

r o s e ,  and cam e to the r o stru m .

(̂  ) I shou ld  n e v e r  be s u r p r ise d  a t L u cij She lau n ch ed  in to  a s m a ll , m o d e s t

sp e e c h . She had had a som ew h at d isad van taged  ch ildhood , and i t  w a s
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in ir a c u lo u s  that he had e sc a p e d  the flo w er  c h ild re n  and h ip p ie  s ta g e , She*d 

had a v is u a l problem,^yWas n ot d e tec ted  u n til she w as in  h igh  sc h o o l, and it  

w a s r a th e r  fr u s tr a tin g . " P eop le  w ould te l l  m e I w as a b r ig h t c h ild , and I 

w ork ed  h a r d ,-b u t I n e v e r  knew w hat s u c c e s s  w a s . F o r  y e a r s  and y e a r s ,  I 

l iv e d  in ;a  fa m ily  ju st  f i l le d  w ith  s u c c e s s ,  and I n ev er  ta s te d  i t .  ’’ And then  

sh e w ent on - h e r  ey e  prob lem  had b een  found and c o r r e c te d , by  a w on d erfu l 

m an . D r, K ras^ in , and h er  g ra d es had jum ped in  one y e a r , fro m  a D to a  

B m in u s , then a s  a fr e sh m a n  at G eorgetow n School o f  N u rsin g , sh e  got a

B plus^"for the f ir s t  tim e in  m y  l i f e ,  I knew w hat i t  w a s  lik e  to a c h ie v e ."  

A ^ ^ S h e  w ent o n , "Who k n ow s, i f  th is  had not b een  c o r r e c te d , I  m ig h t h ave  

' b een  a p sy c h o lo g ic a l drop o u t ,^ s  well,*-^^?!^ a  lo t  of the p r o b le m s  that go

w ith  th a t ."

jSsnirheaved a  s ig h  o f r e l ie f  w hen she sa t down, but every b o d y  se e m e d  

to lo v e  i t ,  and the w o rd s of one n ew sp ap er  w om an -" L u c i, a g u e s t , took  

the b a ll  and ran  w ith  i t ."

And i t  w as c e r ta in ly  the l iv e l ie s t  W oman D o -e r s  L uncheon w e 'v e  had , 

e x c e p t fo r  E arth a  K itt.

D r , C la rk , h e r s e l f ,  turned to m e  and sa id , quite g e n e r o u s ly , "Your y:l

daughter w a s  the s t a r ," A ctu a lly , I fe lt  a l it t le  annoyed about h e r , a s  w e l l
z . •

a s  proud, b e c a u se  it  w a s for  the r e a l  a c h ie v e r s  - D r. C lark , M u r ie l, and  

our v o lu n te er , M rs . W elch . /

^  \  I Stood a t  the door and said goodby and then by 3:30 was b ack  up on

the seco n d  f lp o r ,/w ith  a  lig h ten ed  h e a r t , and som eth in g  of a  s e n s e  of ia ch ieve-
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m en t and r e le a s e ,  g a th ered  up m y b e lo n g in g s and w ent to the a irp o r t, 

b o a rd ed  the M erriw eather^  L iz  w as w ith  m e . /^ o u n d  the G eorge Haiqzogs 

a lr e a d y  th er e , and R obin -  A ngie  w as com in g  la te r  -  and M r. and M rs» 

D udley^ he*s M rs . Post^s su a v e ,^ ^ id  ap p aren tly  quite in flu en tia l w ith  

h e r ^ la w y e r , ‘

The tr ip  w a s  lig h ten ed  by an am u sin g  p a ss in g  out o f g if t s , in clu d in g  

an E a ste r  rab b it about th ree  fe e t  highy-^^hat I w as to  take hom e to P a tr ic k .  

The p lan esw as e le g a n tly  app oin ted , and e leg a n tly  served;- fu ll o f f lo w e r s  

and food  brough t from  H illw ood; and on the o u ts id e , the f la g s  o f a l l  the

MEMORANDUM

c o u n tr ie s  that it  had v i s i t e d / w e r e  painted/^ so m e 30 I b e lie v e . And the
:

^  m otors,^  R o lls  R o y ce , w h ich  s e t  the w hole ton e.

S om ew h ere  a lon g  the w ay, w e h ea rd  the rad io  rep o rt that the Senate  

had O .K . *d the 10% In com e T ax r i s e ,  and I fe lt  a co rresp o n d in g  l i f t  o f  

h e a r t . M aybe Lyndon*s announcem ent of Sunday n ig h t,> ^ ill jar  lo o s e  the 

C ongress,-.-4jid som  e p ea ce  ta lk s .

We a r r iv e d  a t P alm  B ea ch  a l i t t le  p a st se v e n , and a s  w e d escen d ed , . 

th ere  w as a c a m e r a  m an . I didn*t m ind. I got in to  M r s .

P o s t ‘s lo v e ly , b ig  c a r , and w e drove to M a r-A -L a g o , w h ich  m ea n s  b e tw een  

la k e  and s e a . A s w e ap p roach ed  the ga te , to m y a m a zem en t, th ere  w a s a

loud  honk^__Jgurprising in  th is  e leg a n t setting;^but ap p aren tly  it  e ith er  c a u se d

the gate  to o p e n /o r  M rs, P o s t  to e m e r g e .

T h ere  w a s in d ir e c t  lig h tin g , and I cou ld  s e e  the p a lm s so a r in g  sk yw ard  

and th ere  w a s M r s . P o s t  a t the d oor, ca lm  and r e g a l, the la s t  of the q u een s .
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in  a se ttin g  that probab ly  w il l  not co n tin u e ,-^ r  b e d u p lica ted  in  th is  country ,

in  the l i fe t im e  o f m y  ch ild ren .

She w as g r a c io u s  and ch arm in g , but had c o m p le te ly  the a ir  of one u se d  

to com m an d . She took m e d ir e c t ly  to m y  roo m . She to ld  m e I w a s to have  

h e r  daughter D inars -  D ina M e r r ill , now M rs. C liff  R o b ertso n  -  room , and  

that sh e  c o n s id e r e d  it  one o f the p r e tt ie s t  of the g u est s u ite s ,

Aa d  w hen I stood  a t the d oor , I  thought, I am  once m o re  in  the b ow er o f  

the fa ir y  p r in c e s s ,  but th is  one i s  a v e r y  young princess,^  The room  w as  

pink and  b lu e , deU cate  and fr a g ile ,  g r ea t sp r a y s  o f f lo w e r s  in  badj r e l ie f  . 

a c r o s s  the w a lls .' I thm k th ey  w e re  dogw ood. The bed  w a s can op ied  in  b lu e  

fi.:-: ta ffe ta , r is in g  to a  l i t t le  crow n at the top. And the lig h t f ix tu r e s  t h e m s e lv e s „ > ^

w e r e  tiny  cro w n s around the ed ge o f w hich  hung c o r k sc r e w  c u r ls .

The m o s t  d e lig h tfu l thing of a l l  w as that M rs . P o s t  said^^^he f ir s t  

: brough t h er  sm a ll  daughtery^ sh e  w as s ix  or s e v e n  I ga th ered  a t that tim e  

in to  the room  she had c r e a te d  for  h e r , that D ina lo ok ed  up a t h er  and sa id ,

'.'Oh, m o th er . I'm  such  a  lu ck y  l it t le  g i r l ," w hich  a fter  30 y e a r s  or m o re  

s t i l l  p le a se d  h e r , ju s t  a s  it  did m e .

S h e  took m e in  m y  bathroom  and th er e , aU  around the w a lls  w ere  

t ile  -  gay , a m u sin g  r ep re sen ta tio n s  o f Jack  be N im b le  - and Hurnpty D um pty, 

and a l l  the fa m ilia r  c h a r a c te r s  from  M other G o o se i And M rs . P o s t  s a i d -  

"In th o se  d ays you cou ld  buy th ese  in  New Y o rk ,"  I ga th ered  sh e  m ea n t th ey

MEMORANDUM'/ v
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w eren*t cu sto m  m a d e , ”but th ey  don*t do su ch  th in gs any m o r e . ”

She le f t  m e and a m aid  cam e in , I d r e s s e d  q u ick ly , b e c a u se  I'd gotten  

the im p r e s s io n  that one w as on tim e for  d inner in  th is  h o u se , I e m e r g e d

a lm o s t  on the dot o f e ig h t th irty , in  m y  flo w ered  A d ele  S im p son , w ith  the
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g r ee n  A la sk in e  c o a t ^ ^ in d in g  m y  w ay through te r r a c e s  and h a l l s t o  a 

g r e a t , b rea th -ta k in g  room  that I can  on ly  com pare* in  m y e x p e r ie n c e , to 

San S im eon .

T onigh t th ere  w a s  only  the h o u seh o ld  for  d in n er, th o se  of u s  on the 

p la n e , b e s id e s  M rs. P o s t , M rs . V oight, who I ga th ered , w a s h e r  s e c r e ta r y -  

fr ien d -h ou sek eep er* -^  v e r y  e leg a n t, e x o t ic , blond w om an, w ith  the 

u n lik e ly  nam e o f G ladys Johnston ,

We had one drink , and I f e e l  that that*s ra th er  w hat one d o es  h e r e  -  n o t  

a p ro lo n g ed  p eriod ; and lik e  a cra b , m y  e y e s  tr ie d  to lo o k  in  a l l  d ir e c t io n s ,  

a t o n c e ^ ^ |jo  the u n b e liev a b ly  m a g n ific en t c e il in g , that lo o k ed  lik e  gold  

sxm burSts, c o a ts  of a r m s  of the d oges of V en ice , around the w a ll, I w a s  

to ld  that the en o rm o u s rug w as Spanish  and had co m e from  an o ld  M o n a s te r y  

the hooded  f ir e p la c e  a t one end o f the room  w as b ig  enough to a cco m o d a te  

lo g s  te-th e len g th  o f  a r a ilr o a d  t ie .

T h ere  w e r e  f lo w e r s  ev ery w h ere  - orch id s,.x^ ^ lu xu riou s a r ra n g em en t, ' 

and on a la r g e  tab le  behind the sofa,^''an a r r a y  of^chiefs o f S tate , who had  

b e e n  h e r  fr ie n d s , and one ja rr in g  n o te , w as the fa m ily  of the Lyndon J o h n so n s, 

fr a m e d  in  a s im p le  brow n w ood , -asd I m ade a m en ta l note to g e t the h a n d so m est
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p ic tu re  in  ev en in g  d r e s s  that Lyndon and I had, fra m ed  in  go ld  and m atted  

in  v e lv e t ,  and sen d  i t  on m y  retu rn , hoping that sh e  w il l  sen d  th is  fa m ily  

p ic tu r e , i f  a n y w h ere , to h er  lod ge  in  the A dirondacks*

One e s p e c ia l ly  fit tin g  note I thought*--^as the pain tin g  on the w a ll of 

L o ren zo  the m a g n ificen t, no l e s s ,  in  fu ll  sp len d or on h is  h o r s e , and  v e r y  

m u ch  a t h om e h e r e . T h ere  w as a huge tig er  sk in  rug on the r a is e d  flo o r  

of a n ic h e , and M rs, P o s t  h e r s  e lf  , / ^ o t e d  a l im e r ic k , that w en t som eth in g  

lik e  "W ould  you lik e  to s in  on a t ig e r  sk in , or w ould  you ra th er  e r r  on

•2 . . .  . ■ 'V ■
an oth er  k ind of fu r , M

Q uite p r o m p t l y w e n t  out on the te r r a c e ^ ^ n d  w e re  se a te d  a t round  

ta b le s , in  a  se ttin g  w h o se  e leg a n ce  and g r a c e x l ^  op u len ce  I s h a ll  probab ly  

n e v e r  s e e  r ep ea ted . We look ed  out through a  s e r i e s  of a r c h e s r '^ ^ o  the 

g r ea t sm ooth  la w n s, that le d  to -  I'm not su re  i f  th is  w a s  the s id e  of the 

s e a , o f  o f the la k e . The stone lo o k ed  lik e  four c e n tu r ie s  in s te a d  of fo r ty  

y e a r s ,  s o  m e llo w e d  it  w a s , I w as told  that a V ien n ese  scu lp to r , F ran tz  

B a rw ick , h is  so n , sp en t two y e a r s  d esig n in g  and ca rv in g  the D o r ia  ston e  

from -G en oa , in to  the in fin ite  p a ttern s o f b ir d s , g r a p e s , and s c r o l l s ,  and  

f lo w e r s . T h ere  w a s  a  d ifferen t b ird  on e v e r y  colum n; a p e lic a n , a parrotj^. 

T h e w a lls  w e re  c o v e r e d  w ith  o ld  Spanish t i l e s ,  fro m  36, 000 that had  

b een  c o lle c te d  in  Spain 75 y e a r s  agOj but w e r e , in  fa c t , s e v e r a l  c e n tu r ie s  

old , and  a g a in st them th ere  w ere  pots o f f lo w e r s , huge fe r n s , tr o p ic a l^ !a n ts  

(  ̂ ) and c tm a z in g ly ,x ^ d  d e lig h tfu lly , a  com m on  o ld  fr ien d , the h o lly h o ck , about .

e ig h t fe e t  ta ll , f r i l ly  pink b io s  soma s by the d ozen s -  the m o s t  d r e s s e d  up 

h o lly h o ck s  I e v e r  saw .
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L a ter  I h ea rd  that th ere  w a s one gardner^-^^whose s o le  job i t  i s  to

take c a r e  of the h o u se  p l a n t s , f a c t ,  he m u st be a  v e r y  b u sy  m a n /

The m e a l w as d e lic io u s , and e x q u is ite ly  s e r v e d . T he on ly  thing I

m is s e d ,  w a s that I r e a lly  couldn*t ta lk  to our h o s t e s s .  She i s  so  v e r y

d ea f an d  you n ev er  know w h eth er  sh e  h e a r s  w hat you  sa y  or not. And

w hat in te r e s t in g  s to r ie s  she m u st have to te llj  I w ould h ave lo v e d  to

r e a lly  g e t  to know h er  b e tter ,

Lorth
w as a tten tiv e  and at handj-"^ e v e r y  s te p . It i s  e a s y  to

u n d e r s ta n d  the r o le  that he f i l l s  in  h er  l i f e ,  w h ich  r e v o lv e s  so  m uch around  

d in n ers  and h o u se  p a r t ie s .

I a sk e d  F r e d  K orth about h is  ch ild ren , p a r tic u la r ly  I*̂ itz A lle n . T hat 

w a s a  funny lit t le  m om en t in  the even in g . He sa id , "W ell ton igh t, he*s 

out in  W isco n sin , w h ere  he*s b een  w ork ing  on the p r im a r y ,” I f e l t  a  

w arm  thanks, and a pang fo r  a l l  th ose  troups that had so  su d d en ly  lo s t  th e ir  

xstknox ca u s e ^

F r e d  and I r e m in is c e d  about how long ago h e  had s ta r te d  ca m p aign in g  

fo r  L yndon, and about AaLmon C a r ter , in  F o r t W orth,

A fter  c o ffe e , w e .w a lk ed  out onto the te r r a c e , w h ich  w as p a ttern ed  in  

p e b b le s , ranging  from  e v e r y  shade df tawny b e ig e , through c r e a m y  w h ite , 

to b la c k y

M rs , P o s t  w as w ith  m e , and told  m e  that sh e  had p ick ed  up a  p o ck etfu l 

(  o f th e se  p e b b le s , on the b ea ch , I think she sa id , a t Long Is la n d , and that

sh e  and h e r  husband, Ed Hutton, had to ld  the a r c h ite c ts  how th ey  w anted



a

"n

THE WHITE HOUSE
■ ' ■ ' W A S H I N O T O N  ■

T u e sd a y , A p r il 2 , 1968 P age  14

them  la id  out, to m ake the co u rt or p a tio , and then th ey  had b een  brought 

down b y  c a r lo a d s . What a v a s t  co n stru c tio n  v en tu re  it  m u st h ave b een j  
• j'q

It took four y e a r s  and w a s  f in ish ed  in  January 27 , but th ere  w as w ork  s t i l l

fa  ■■■
goin g  on w hen the c r a sh  ca m e in '28 , and a d v iso r s  told M rs. P o s t  that she

ought to s to p . She sa id , no in d eed . P a lm  B each  n eed ed  i t  m o re  now; than

e v e r ,  so  sh e  w en t r igh t on, g iv in g  em p loym en t to m an y w ith  w ork^ on the

MEMORANDUM

surroundin g grounds and hous e s .

got the m e  s sa g e  som eh ow  -  i t  w as quite a l l  r ig h t to be an e a r ly  

ev en in g . So, i t  m u st  h ave b een  about 10:30, c e r ta in ly  not la te r  than 11, 

w hen I sa id  goodnight and w en t into  the b ow er of the fa ir y  p r in c e s s ,  I had  

a sk e d  if  th ey  had a  cop y  of N ich o la s  and A lexan dra   ̂ m y own I cou ld  not 

fin d  w hen I le f t .  T hey d id  and I rea d  m y s e lf  to s le e p , in  w hat I thought a

%  •
p e c u lia r ly  ir o n ic  and ap p rop ria te  aya for  th is  tr a g ic  and e x c e lle n t  book .
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