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| These were two days I would have lovedv to sleep, to a luxunous nrne §
“or ten'o clock. Instead, | I‘w‘oke agam, early, aloné about seven, land' ‘
. oondered the Joy.'s of gomdg to the‘ beach for a swnn, but actually too
A‘ t1red to do 1t, and so dr1fted back to sleep. 8 ‘ |
| It was nearly m.ne when I Woke up,jf{r good and had breakfast in
bed And then dressed w1th L1z commg in every moment or two for
another two or: three‘)é four pictures of me to sign for the staff ‘which ,.
Iwas. very glad to do. 1 hope I never forget,/%/t after all these yearsi.'k
"'1 'Lyndon knew and worked w1th FDR, we only ha.ve about two or three : .‘j
| :-autog‘raphed p1ctures of h1m; and how much we treasure them.i‘ .
1 wanted to be"ready_to hleave on tirne for my own sake,' and because,
I think it‘s the mannerjo_f this efficiently; run household_, to do thi‘n‘gs on '.
. ‘:'time.)‘ i f ; . . ;

- So just a few minutes before eleven, I went out on the terrace, and

all the staff were assembled Iov‘er by the fountain, She took me over and
intr~oddCed _rne,‘,to them , ‘many'“of them had been with her for years,.' and j
o :there-are extens'ix}e»houses', On.the.‘g"ro'u'nds. There ‘were cameramen and' |

E “‘p1ctures were made of me" and I:he staff and me and Mrs. Post. by the ,.. -

g ‘founl:a1n, feed1ng the’ goldfrsh,“ out on the lawn w1th.that great plea.sure dome
7of a house,/{s a background Jnst- at the last,- as I was about to go, she
introduced anotheremployee,' the s’ecurit}‘r man; a big,’ burly,‘ .commanding
lookmg‘fellow. -

Later, le sa:.d SOmethmg 11ke, l’é‘f:z have as mnch securrty as you |
: e

have at the W'hlte House, and of course, ‘it shOuldn't have come as a
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,fleavmg hun m Washmgton. ;
And another‘headlme - RFK HHI-I see LBJ. But the é_r_n_a__z_}_r_l_g_

: that Lyndon ha.d ﬂown up, Just a few hours ago. -to New York for the :
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' surprise to me.

We said goodby to Mrs. Post on the steps, and Angle, and Rob1n, and

N the Haﬁogs, Mr. Dudley and Mr. McManus, and I returned to Washmgton

on l:he Merrlweather, hav1ng lunch on the way, elegantly served as. always. .

One of the pleasuresof t]:ns tr1p has been the chance of a 1ong conversa-

‘3".‘tlon.§s1vth Robm, 'one of my al\zvays favonte'people. I asked her 1£ she had
.seen Mrs. Kennedy, and hovr ’was she, becanse many of the1r c1rc1es touch.u
":In that 1nun1tab1e »manner of hers, she said, ”I clont know.‘ A‘.You knov;f, she

‘ ’doesn't;;talk'to_val_ornen much.! And there was .nothing.cen—suring in her .

S manner, orsmde.Ishouldn' tmmd bemg mRobm‘s h.any.ds-.‘for‘c‘li"scdssion,

. .and Yet it was an'e'xpressive‘ statement. .

I was back at the Wh1te House at 3, and the headhnes of the Washmg ton

| papers were so hopeful Han01 offers Talks on Bombmg Ha.lt --U. S.- Accepts,

i Will Estabhsh Contact - Johnson Off Today for Hawan Parley On V1et-Nam

I Pohcy. It Would be good really, from my standpomt, vmen he would be

'~[.g0ne e this tnp/hlle 1 would be gone to Texas. 1 wouldn't feel s0 remiss b

';_-,1nsta.11atlon of Archb1shop Terence Cook takmg with h1m, not only Lucz. [

) whmh is natural for her strong Cathohclsm and the comfort she br1ngs him,

: ,but'also Lyn.”"' Thi;s was the end.‘ There was even talk around the.house
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to pla.nt seeds around,)t/hat I thought 1t would be £1r
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I immediately began

e for Luci and P‘at to go

: 1f he;wanted them to, ‘not Lyn, .,and began arrangem,ents'for little Patrick -

‘ to be ta.ken care of here in the Wh1te House.

:h:crﬁaen I worked at my desk ‘and w1th Ashtor
dmner 11st, markmg the house guests that I would]
memo invAshton's hands to get approved by Lyndon

prospective guests, because, of cour'se,fwe'll retu

N then the d1nner w111 be Wedne sday n1ght. L

9

Aﬁa'-Then worked w1th L1z on the Texas trlp.

atripl loovked forward more to.-

‘showing foreigners our country, not its major.metr

" ‘Ne wYork and Wa.shmgton, wh1ch is mostly what th
. s1de and 11tt1e towns/ d out of the Way gems,/aa?xd
- was gomg to- do. And show:mg them our home. '

.',.;';Th‘e speeches 'w:er_‘e.,_'rn goodb orde_r, I~went ‘over

2 ."‘_-satisﬁed w1th rny ciothes \ T

One of the few ﬂaws in’ the daV’ _was that it seemed Lyndon was gomg

Sprmg is beaut1fu

. '~ i . "
Bess on the Austnan

l,,1
1k_e to. have H _putting a

> 'a'nd then called the

rn Tuesday night and

» _Seldorn ‘has: there been ‘

l.l Ihave "a"pas‘sion for
0polfrtan a.’reasi-llike. :
ey eee,‘ but its‘country
thi.s. w;; just'what I

them,. I was even

*j'at even a. faster pace,/gh/ before he made hlS dec1s1on Sunday mght

" Marie said he had,gotten ha.rdly any rest, and was very ti_red, ‘and here

he Was 1ea.vings for Hawaii tonight. ,

—And here was a Democra.tm Fund Rals1ng d1nnT' thlS evenmg, and 1

; got the._word that we Were gomg to_1t, 'not for the di

er,/{t Just for a
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,;nineo'clock ap_pe'ai-ance,\)éxd he wouid make a speecill.> N

- Nevertheles‘s,v"ﬁit meant eveoing dress and up hairdo and I called Mr. Per,

Somenme in the hour or two before, Ihad seen Luci and had told her

how I telt about ltttlev‘?atticit:'e ‘lhoak»invg the trip to HaWaii.. That child will
“gi{refan.cu:‘l g1ve£orher father'sf com fort. " ”Naturally I thmk too, a 11tt1e b1t.”. B
' She-wanted the e;tc1tement of amtnp hke kthat for herself and Pa.tnck ~She
 has really not been on the trtps, vany of them,v excebt the one or two day |
tr1p to Mex1co Cltyt. And Lynda has been around the world to Europe two

SR or thre_e nmes. - But no, 1t would be all three of them, Luc1, Pa.tnck and

baby or ‘none‘.' : ,.:

Then, Just about that t1me, Lyndon sent us word that he'd been thmkmg " S
' ,_1t over, a.nd he thought 1t would be too hard on the baby So that one was <
‘ settled and I told Luc1 that 1f we 11ved a.nd had any means left, I was gomg

to see tha.t she and Patnck had some wonderful tr1ps in a qu1eter t1me.:

It was sometlme wh11e Mr. Per was f1x1ng rny ha1r, and Lynda Blrd

’ ‘had been hstenmg to the TV, that she came ﬂymg mto my room, ,"Mama,

’Dr. KJ.ng a been shot"' o

a march in Memph1s tomorrow, had been shot ona balcony "vand was on h1s

way to the hospital

‘Aﬁd» om that moment on, the evening assumed a nightmare q'l.iaiity.’ "

It was only a few moments later that she came in and said, "Mama;,be's

%metmg down a. httle, she told us that Dr. ng, about to lead
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dead. " A-v'Evverybody's mind hegan rac:.ng off in its own ditectlon,}a:to
_\n'hat this,\.vvould rnean /to v‘raciali‘lvl'jiolence' in vourb cou‘nt:y,v‘ to the work .of so
' manyto tr;t to brmg nsvtogeth‘ei-. -how faf‘would it thr'ow us hacl_c? .
L : Therelwasw1th a.n.elahor‘ate hairdo, :._iner.. "Sta‘x'rropolous" e‘legantv,‘
fe Stwe,ﬂame-colored 'chlfton ’ ’read‘y' for: th‘ev. Dernocnatic' dinner, wh1ch
was 'alr.eadv}'r. m progl-ess. Bbut‘ theha.nds ot' the 'clock'had ‘stoppe:dxand' Ax‘;ve R
.wevr’e m a strange sort of suspended state, for the next hour or two_;\_;..ynda
e and Lucl and I | | | -
Lyndon tvas in h1s off1ce‘ -1 knevc a statement was’ bemg prepared He
"gave ‘1t von ’TV from the Wh1te House ;"Amer1ca is shocked and saddened |
E by the brutal slay:mg ton1ght of Dr. Mart1n Luther ng. I ask eve‘ry citizen
- to re Ject_ the blmd v1olence that lhas struck Dr. ng, who liw}ed by non";.violenc.e.
I p‘ray‘that hi‘s'fatnily can ﬁnd. cornfort in the m'emory of all he’ tried to do.
fon the‘ land he loved 'sonv;'ell 1 Just conveyed the sympathy of Mrs.b Johnson T
and myself.)( h1s wldow, Mrs. K1ng"' - - |
The lme I partmularly 11ked "I hope all Ame‘ncan‘s tomght, w11l search f |

_ their. hearts, as they ponder thls most trag1c 1nc1dent " And then the lme

'Tthat settled our personal, immediate' que_stions_ - ._'v’I have cancelled m'y plansf 4

. ifor the evemng.v‘ Ivam postpomng’ my tnp to Hawazn untﬂ. tomorrow‘ "F"'_‘
‘ So, 1 took off my flame colored chiffon dress./%/d put on a comfortable
o hostess Agown,‘ and sometn‘ne a.fter. 10 Lyndon came 1n,< w1th Clark and Marn:le_ .. .
| Chfford and Mane, Arthur and Mathllde Knm and John Crlswell The

' last three had Just come from the Democratlc Dlnner, I belleve, and Mary
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: Rather, how f1ttmg that she should be with us.- emaeh—of the endmg, |

o sm w:.th us close to the begmnmg, and so many of the moments of

' :“‘hlgh cr1s1s, and Luc1 and Pat.- o SO i J '

S em—

It was a strange, mostly qu1et meal I thought./land maybe they d1d

g too,qthat we had been pummeled by such an avalanche of emotxons the last
“,_four da}‘rs, that we couldn't feel anymore,‘ and here we‘ were, suddenly S
E po1sed on the edge‘of-another.abyss, the bottom o_f which we could in no
‘ﬁfway,.séé; K : . . ,
3 If we Were eilent, the TV vrasvnot, it blare'd constantiy - statements o _
from everybody,lpdspecnlatxons on What would happen rn -varmns ‘C1t1es‘...__‘ f..,

6‘earful ﬁ,eatmg up, and tensmns.». I do not remember when the ﬁrst word :

came%f crowds gathenng here in Washmgton//n certa1n streets. I do
remember 1 ta.lked to Cllark- (__'Ihtford on whether I'shoulld continue my own
trip .to'morrow mo_r_n‘rn"g.. - v(;la.rk;v 1 the always ,‘_‘c:autiou.s_; ’eaid 'Y'Leti‘e._\‘;v_a‘it:
u.nt11 the"‘morni'n;g.,.f and see .What the sit‘\iat.i’on.de,}a/ndﬁdeeide then” o

: :_'_.;Li'sza's"c‘auing‘ to 'ask ’me,' . she was bein'g qneried_.

b 'I asked Lyndon about hls me et:.ng ‘with Kennedy th1s mornmg. He sa1m,_ ,

e ; ,7Sorenson had accompamed h1m,7and that they wanted Lyndon to support

R :\'them.ﬁ»He sa1d mthat he felt very fond of the V1ce Pre 81dent, he wanted P

to ma.mtaln hls p081t1on of umfylng the country, but he felt perfectly free

toexpress ,hxs‘ feehngs in any 'way he saw f1t.,'e I-wdan_sa:.d.he—ha-é—me;. S

The guests left about 11 30, somet1me, I do not qulte remember When I
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ngmmmm They

_wanted h1m to. get busy w1th a Comm1ttee for l1berals and start draftmg
| people.
I talked to Lyndon about what I should do myself tomorrow. . He said

‘ "‘,-vghe thought I ought to go on, by a11 means,

And so, almost sure that I would I went to bed

Ty Yy




