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T h ese w ere two days I would have loved  to s lee p , to a luxurious nine 

or ten o 'c lo c k . Instead, I woke again, ea r ly , along about seven , and 

pondered the joys of going to the beach for a sw im , but actu a lly  too 

tired  to do it , and so d rifted  back to s leep .

It w as n ea r ly  nine when I woke up,-'^^^ good, and had b reak fast in  

bed. And then d ressed , with L iz  com ing in  ev ery  m om ent or two for  

another two or three,^^^ four p ictu res of m e to sign  for the staff, which  

I w as v ery  glad to do. I hope I n ever forgetr^% it a fter  a ll th ese yea rs  

Lyndon knew and Worked with FDR, we only have about two or three  

autographed p ictu res of h im , and how much we trea su re  them .

I wanted to be ready to lea v e  on tim e for m y own sake, and b eca u se ,

I think it 's  the m anner of th is e ffic ien tly  run household , to do things on 

t im e ^

So ju st a few  m inutes b efore e lev en , I w ent out on the ter ra c e , and 

a ll  the sta ff w ere a ssem b led  over by the fountain. She took m e over and 

introduced m e to them , m any of them had been  w ith h er for y e a r s , and 

there are  ex ten sive  h ou ses bn the grounds. T here w ere  cam eram en  and 

p ictu res w ere  m ade of m e a.nd the staff, and m e and M rs. P o st, by the 

fountain, feed ing the goldfish , out on the lawn with that great p leasu re-d om e  

of a h o u s e , a  background. Just at the la s t , as I w as about to go, she  

introduced another em p loyee, the secu r ity  m an, a b ig , burly , com m anding  

looking fe llo w .

MEMORANDUM

L ater , L iz sa id  som ething lik e , **¥ aeu have as m uch secu r ity  a s you  

have at the White H ouse, an d , of co u rse , it  shouldn't have com e a s a
> .<V,
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su r p r ise  to m e .

We sa id  goodby to M rs. P o st on the step s, and A ngie, and Robin, and 

the Han^ogs, M r. Dudley and M r, M cM anus, and I returned to W ashington  

on the M erriw eath er, having lunch on the way, e legan tly  serv ed  as a lw ays.

One o f the p leasu resof this trip has been the chance of a long c o n v e rsa -

tion w ith Robin, one of.m y alw ays favorite  people. I asked  h er if  she had 

seen  M rs. Keiyiedy, ctnd how w as she, becau se m any of their c ir c le s  touch.

In that in im itab le m anner of h ers , she said , "I don't know. You know, she  

d o esn 't-ta lk  to w om en m uch, *' And there w as nothing cen su rin g  in her  

m anner, or sn id e, I shouldn't m ind being in  R obin's hands for d iscu ssio n , 

and y e t i t  w as an e x p re ss iv e  statem ent.

I w as back a t the White House at 3, and the h ead lines of the W ashington  

p ap ers w ere  so hopeful -  Hanoi o ffers Talks on Bom bing H alt - U. S. A ccepts,

W ill E sta b lish  C ontact - Johnson Off Today for H awaii P a r le y  On V iet-N am
j r

P o lic y , It would be good rea lly , from  m y standpoint, he would be

gone on th is tr ip ,< ^ h ile  I would be gone to T exas. I wouldn't f e e l  so r e m iss  

leav in g .h im  in  W ashington.

And another headline — RFK-HHH see  LBJ. But the Am aging new s w as  

that Lyndon had flow n up, just a few  hours ago, to New Y ork for the 

in sta lla tio n  of A rchbishop T eren ce Cook, taking w ith him , not only L uci, 

w hich i s  natural, for her strOng C atholicism  and the com fort she b rin gs him , 

but a lso  Lyn, T his w as the endi T here w as even  talk  around the house
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I im m ed ia te ly  began

to plant seed s  aroundy^^at I thought it  would be fine for L u ci and P at to go 

i f  he wanted them to, not Lyn, and began arrangem ents fo r  litt le  P atr ick  

to be taken care  of h ere in the White H ouse.

^faid^en  I w orked at m y desk , and w ith Ashton;^Bess on the A ustrian  

dinner l is t ,  m arking the house gu ests that I w ould lik e  to have; putting a 

m em o in Ashton*s hands to get approved by Lyndon, and then c a lle d  the 

p rosp ective  g u e s ts , b eca u se , of co u rse , we*ll retujm T uesday night and 

then the dinner w ill be W ednesday night.

Aflff^^en w orked with L iz on the T exas trip . Seldom h as there been  

a trip  I looked  forw ard m ore to,  ̂ Spring is  beautiful. I have a p a ssio n  for  

show ing fo re ig n ers  our country, not its  m ajor m etropolitan  a rea s  lik e  

Ne w Y ork  and W ashington, w hich is  m o stly  what they s e e , but its  country

th is w as ju st what Isid e  and litt le  tow ns^ and  out of the way gems^x^!nd 

w as going to do. And showing them our hom e.

The sp eech es  w ere in good ord er, I went over them , I w as ev en  

sa tis f ie d  with m y clo thes . N

One of the few  flaw s in the day, w as that i t  seem ed  Lyndon w as going  

at even  a fa ste r  pace*>^hian b efore he made h is  decis ioc^'sunday night, 

M arie sa id  he had gotten hardly any r e st, and w as v ery  tired , and h ere  

he -Was leaving for Hawaii tonight.

:<A«id^ere w as a D em ocratic  Fund R aising dinner th is evening, and I 

got the w ord that we w ere going to it, not for the dinner,x^ut ju st for a
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nine o*clock appearance,j,.^^d he would m ake a s p e e c h ^  N

N e v e r th e le ss , it  m eant evening d ress  and up hairdo and I ca lled  M r. P er .

Som etim e in the hour or two b efore , I had seen  L u ci and had told h er  

how I fe lt  about litt le  P a tr ick 's  m aking the trip to H aw aii. That ch ild  w ill  

give and g iv e  for her fa th er’s com fort. "Naturally I think too, a l it t le  b it .” 

She wanted the excitem en t of a trip  like that for h e r se lf  and P a tr ick . • She 

has r e a lly  not been on the tr ip s, any of them, excep t the one or two day 

trip  to M exico C ity. And Lynda has been  around the w orld , to Europe two 

or three t im e s . But no, it  would be a ll  three of them , L uci, P a tr ick  and  

baby or none.

Then, ju st about that tim e, Lyndon sent u s w ord that h e'd  b een  thinking 

it  o v er , and he thought it  would be too hard on the baby. So that one w as  

se ttled , and I told L uci that if  we liv ed  and had any m eans le ft, I w as going  

to se e  that she and Patricky<^^d som e wonderful trips in  a qu ieter tim e.

It w as so m etim e w hile Mr. P er  w as fix ing m y h a ir , and Lynda B ird  

had been  listen in g  to the TV, that she cam e flying into m y room ,. "M ama, 

M am a, D r. King’s b een  shot!"

AndrHiwiy (Quieting down a l it t le , she told us that D r, King, about to lead  

a m arch  in  M em phis tom orrow , had been shot on a baleonyf-^^mi^was on h is  

w ay to the h o sp ita l.

iA<ard*^om  that m om ent on, the evening assu m ed  a nightm are quality .
' ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ y .

It w as only a few  m om ents la ter  that she cam e in and sa id , V'Mama, he*s

■•'■V*!.... .
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dead. " E verybody's m ind began racing off in its  own d irec tio n ^ ^ s to

what th is would m ean ^ /to  r a c ia l v io len ce  in our country, to the work of so  

m any to try to b ring us together - how far would it  throw us backf

T h ere I w as w ith an elaborate hairdo, in  M r, Stavropolous' e leg a n t, 

fe s t iv e , f la m e -c o lo r e d  ch iffon , ready for the D em ocratic dinner, which  

w as a lread y  in p r o g r e ss . But the hands of the c lock  had stopped and we

w ere in a strange so r t of suspended state , for the next hour or two/^ Lynda 

and L uci and I.

Lyndon w as in  h is o ffice  - I knew a statem ent w as being prepared . He 

gave it  on TV from  the White House -"A m erica  i s  shocked and saddened  

by the brutal slay in g  tonight of Dr. M artin Luther King. I a sk  every  c it iz en  

to re jec t the blind v io len ce  that has struck  Dr. King, who liv e d  by n o n -v io len ce , 

i  pray that h is  fam ily  can find com fort in the m em ory of a ll he tried  to do 

for the land he loved  so  w e ll. I just conveyed the sym pathy of M rs, Johnson  

and m y s e lf  h is  widow, M rs. K ing."

The lin e  I p articu lar ly  lik ed , "I hope a ll A m ericans tonight, w ill sea rch  

their h ea rts , a s  they ponder this m ost tragic incident. " And then the line  

that se ttled  our p erson a l, im m ediate questions -  "I have ca n ce lled  m y plans 

for the evening. I am postponing m y trip  to Hawaii until tom orrow . "

So, I took off m y flam e co lored  chiffon dress^^^Lnd put on a com fortab le  

h o s te s s  gown, and som etim e after 10 Lyndon came in, with Clark and M arnie 

C lifford , and M arie; A rtW r and M athilde Krim; and John C r isw e ll. The 

la s t  three had just com e from  the D em ocratic D inner, I b e liev e ; and M ary
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R ather, how fitting  that she should be with us.;— On co mueh of the ending.

she w as with u s c lo s e  to the beginning, and so m any of the m om ents of 

high c r is is ;  and L uci and Pat. I

It w as a strjange, m o stly  quiet m ea l, I thoughtk/^and m aybe they did  

too,/^that we had been  pum m eled by such an avalanche of em otions the la s t  

four d ays, that we couldn’t fe e l  anym ore, and h ere we w ere , suddenly  

p o ised  on the edge of another a b y ss , the bottom of w hich we could  in no 

w ay s e e .

If w ere  s ilen t , the TV w as not, it  b lared  constantly  - sta tem en ts  

from  everybody, specu lation s on what would happen in  various c i t ie s —-—-̂

- |'e a r f \ i l , /g a t in g  up, and ten sio n s, I do not rem em ber when the f ir s t  word  

c a m e r ^ f  crow ds gathering h ere in W ash in gton /^ n  certa in  s tr e e ts . I do 

rem em b er I talked to C lark C lifford  on w hether I should continue m y own 

trip  tom orrow  m orning. C lark, the alw ays cautious, sa id  "Liat’s w ait  

u n til the m orning, and see  what the situation  is,-^ ^ d  decide then."

L iz  w as calling  to a sk  m e, she w as being queried.

The g u ests  le ft  about 11:30; som etim e, I do not quite rem em ber, when  

I a sk ed  Lyndon about h is  m eeting  with Kennedy this m orning. He saidj£^_^* 

^Sorenson had accom panied  him,-^and that they wanted Lyndon to support 

th e m .^ H e  sa id  >CT^that he fe lt  v ery  fond of the V ice P resid en t, he wanted  

to m aintain  h is  position  of unifying the country, but he fe lt  p er fec tly  free  

to e x p r ess  h is  fee lin g s  in any way he saw  f it .^



MEMORANDUM

r

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N a T O M

T hursday, A p ril 4, 1968 Page 7

1i I III' U o  iMiiofe oeBy"HBafe-Oui"CTi;eii»a vmts"'dwuia>>. They 

wanted him  to get busy w ith a C om m ittee for lib er a ls  and start drafting  

p e o p le ,■■■.■

I talked to Lyndon about what I should do m y se lf  tom orrow . He sa id  

he thought I ought to go on, by a ll m ean s.

And so , a lm o st sure that I would, I went to bed.

# # # # # #  #

r )


