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I  w as up  earlyyl p ro b ab ly  no t to anybody in  the city^-^was i t  a  r e s t fu l  

n ig h t. I w en t in to  L yndon ' s room  fo r  co ffee. I w as s t i l l  f irm  in  h is
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fee lin g  th a t I sh o u ld  go, and  m y  one thought fo r  s ta y in g ^ ^ a s  any  c o m fo rt 

th a t  I  co u ld  g ive h im . He h ad  L y n d a ,J^^d  Luciy^*^d Patrick,^-^^!^ Lyn.

L iz  c a l le d  and X to ld  h e r  i t  w as on. We b o th  re c o g n iz e d  we w ould 

h av e  to  m ak e  som e ch an g es  ii^tjhe s p e e c h e s . T he w o rld  h ad  changed  o v e r  

n ig h t.

M r r  P e r  cam e  in  fo r  a  co m b -o u t. I  to ld  L uc i goodby. L iz  and  I 

b o th  thought I  sh o u ld  h it  i t  a s  soon a s  I got on the p lan e  - m ak e  a  s ta te m e n t 

ab o u t the k illin g  of D r. K ing, and  then  go bn w ith  the w e lco m in g  sp ee ch  

I h a d  p lan n ed . She h a d  typed  an  opening  sen te n ce  and  I  w ro te  out in  long  

h a n d ,^ ^ y  fe e lin g s  on w hat I  shou ld  say .

A ^ ^ :h e n  i t  w as tim  e to g e t in  the c a r  w ith  Stewafjfev?and h e a d  fo r  

^ ]^ lle s . W e s to p p ed  u n d e r  the n ose  of the p lane - how m an y  tim e s  we*ve 

done i t i  Above w as the m ap  of o u r  t r ip ,  and i t s  t i t le  * 'C ro ssin g  the T r a i l s  

o f T e x a s " ,  T h e re  w e re  p ic tu re s ,  and  then  we w en t up, and a s  I w en t down 

the a i s le ,  I  p u t out m y  h an d  to r ig h t an d  le f t, an d  m e t a l l  the fo re ig n  - 

c o r re s p o n d e n ts  - 38 f ro m  13 E u ro p ean  c o u n tr ie s ,^ a  s iz e a b le  co n tin g e n t 

of W ashington  p r e s s .

I  s e n se d  a  fee lin g  of u n c e r ta in ty , ten sio n  in  the a i r .  A s soonjas we w ere  

a lo f t, I  w en t to the PA s y s te m , and  in  a  q u ie t s e r io u s  v o ice  s a id  ” We t r a v e l
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w ith  a  h eavy  h e a r t  today , b e c a u se  of the tra g e d y  of D r, King*s d ea th .

E v e ry  m an  m u s t  lo o k  in to  h is  own h e a r t ,  and  a s k  h im se lf ,  i f  h is  e v e ry  

w o rd , e v e ry  a c t ,  le a n s  to w ard  p eace  and  h ea lin g  in  o u r c o u n try . T h is  

la y s  a  d em an d  on a l l  A m e r ic a n s , fo r  u n d e rs tan d in g , s e lf - c o n tro l ,  and  

s te a d y , d e te rm in e d  w o rk  to a t ta c k  the  p ro b le m ^ m a d e  p o s s ib le  su ch  

v io le n c e . T he  g r e a te s t  t r ib u te  we cou ld  pay  to D r, King is  to  b r in g  fo r th  

f ro m  th is  c r u e l  tragedy*x^om  e good a c tio n  on o u r p ro b lem sj'^^

A n d ^ h e n  I  pu t i t  b eh in d  m e , w ith  a  change of tone, an d  w e lco m ed  

them  on a  jo u rn e y  to the p a r t  of o u r c o u n try  th a t I  know b e s t .

T he jo lly  a i r  of nrbftiiin th a t is  u su a lly  th e re  w hen th e se  t r ip s  begin,_^^2^ 

w as  a b se n t, b u t I  thought the ten s io n  le s s e n e d . An e n o rm o u s  ca ttlem an * s  

b ru n c h  w as  s e rv e d , Steak|^/^tnd eggs#>a^d sw ee t r o l l s ,  an d  o ra n g e  ju ic e , 

and  lo ts  of co ffee , p re c e e d e d  b y  B loody M ary*^, w hich n e v e r  f a i ls  to  sh o ck  

m e , a t  10 o c lo ck  in  the m o rn in g .

As soon a s  I  w as th ro u g h , I had  an  in te rv ie w  tvith the  G e rm a n  p r e s s  

b e c a u se  F r e d e r ic k s b u rg  w as o u r f i r s t  d eb tin a tio n  on the t r ip .  T h e re  w e re  

ab o u t e ig h t of them  , I  th in k . One ^sat b e s id e  m e , an d  one w as p e rc h e d  on 

an  a r m , and  the r e s t  sq u a tted  o r  le a n e d  a ro u n d . And I  to ld  them  ab o u t 

F re d e r ic k s b u rg .  In  a  w ay , we w e re ^ a p s u la te d ,  s e a le d  off f ro m  the w o rld  

in  the p lan e .

We a r r iv e d  in  San A ntonio  - th e re  m u s t have b een  head w in d s - ab o u t 

12:30.. T h e re  w e r e  John  and  N ellie  a t  the foo t of the ra m p , and  the long  

lin e  of the r e d  co a ted  w elcom ing  c o m m itte e , h ead ed  by M ayor M c A llis te r .
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A nd th e re  w as the R e v e re n d  M c A llis te r  and  h is  w ife . J^riefly  I  g lim p se d

N ancy  N egley  and  J e s s ic a  C ato .

T h e re  w as  a  s h o r t  c e re m o n y , a  w elcom e fro m  the G o v e r n o r ,^ n d  fafniiin. 

M c A llis te r^  b r ie f  re s p o n s e  fro m  m e , and  then  we b o a rd e d  b u s e s  fo r 

F re d e r ic k s b u rg ,A m d e r  a  b r i l l ia n t  A p r il  sun, and  I  p o in ted  out b r ig h t  f la g s  

of b lu e  b o n n e ts ,^ n d  c o ra l  Ind ian  p a in tb ru sh  along  the ro a d  w ay . A « d ^ v e r  

the PA  S y s te m f/to ld  them  abou t the w ild  life  of the h il l  country t^^?^ki oaks 

and  c a lic h e  lan d , G e rm an  stone h o u s e s ,fa n d  o c c a s io n a l log c a b in s .

A fidH ust a  l i t t le  b e fo re  two o 'c lo c k , on tim e , we d ro v e  in to  F r e d e r i c k s -

b u rg . We got out of the b u se s  in  f ro n t of the N im itz  H otel, to  a  s iz e a b le  

c ro w d , lo ts  of f a m il ia r  fa c e s , and  p ile d  in to  o rc h a rd  w agons, d e c o ra te d , 

a la s ,  w ith  p ink  and  b lue c re p e  p a p e r  f lo w e rs , each^«el^^puned by  a  t r a c to r ,  

ab o u t 12 o f u s  in  e a c h  and  a  guide in  the le a d  s e a t.

M r. Petritecky on h is  w a g o n r 'te ll in g  the h is to ry  and  the s i te s  of F r e d e r ic k s -  . 

burg;r'^in G e rm an . Augnofe C o w art w as ou r guide, and  a  d e lig h tfu l one, e x c e p t 

th a t the  t r a c t o r  a lm o s t  d row ned  out the in te re s tin g  s to ry  of the old N im itz  

H o te l, b u ilt  in  1852, in  the shape of a  ship^ yCnc^a young son a t  th a t h o m e, 

so m e  80 o r  90 y e a r s  la te r , .  C h e s te r  N im itz , who b e c a m e  C o m m an d er in  

C h ief of the I ^ c i f i c  F le e t  in  W orld  W ar II. T hey  to ld  m e th in g s  I*d n e v e r  

know n b e f o r e ^ ,  ^ ^ a t  a  s i lv e r  sm ith  ̂ t o ^ e s i g n e d  the bow and  a r ro w  tra n so m  

on the K u rt K eide l h o m e/y w ere  the n ic e s t  d e ta ils  in  tow iy th a t the

b u ild in g  w ith  the w h ite  e lep h an t above the d o o r, h ad  b een , n a tu ra l ly ,  th e
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W h ite  E lep h a n t Saloon. She p o in ted  ou t the b ir th p la c e  of F ra n tz  Von D en 

S teucken , who ac h ie v e d  w o rld  w ide fam e a s  a  c o m p o se r  and  a  c o n d u c to r , 

hav ing  h is  ed u ca tio n  in  E u ro p e  u n d e r  E d w ard  G rieg , and  re tu rn in g  to A m e r ic a  

to be the c o n d u c to r of the New Y o rk  P h ila rm o n ic , an d  the C h icago  Sym phony, ; 

and  the C in e in n a tti  S y m p h o n ^ ^  j j r ie n d  of L isz ty^^nd  G r ie g ,^ n d  V erd ii 

A i^ S h e  p o in ted  ou t the s ta tu e  of John  M eusebach , who h ad  le d  the  s e t t l e r s  

h e re  and  g iven  up h is  t i t le  of B a ro n . He had  n eg o tia ted  a  t r e a ty  w ith  the 

In d ia n s  in  1847, h ad  s ta r te d  tra d e  b e tw een  them  and  the p io n e e rs . A nd the 

d e lig h tfu l o ld  C o u rt H ouge^.that the Eugene M cD erm o tts  had  done o v er and  

tu rn e d  in to  a  P io n e e r  M e m o ria l L ib ra ry  an d  C om m unity  m ee tin g  h a ll .

And §,he to ld  ab o u t the cu sto m  of the e a r ly  p io n ee r , hav ing  h is  b u s in e s s  

p la c e  f ro n tin g  the s t r e e t ,  h is  sad d le  shop, o r  g e n e ra l  s to re ,  o r  b a r b e r  shop; 

and  then  b u ild in g  h is  h o m e b eh in d  i t .  < < »

D id s t ,  M a ry ’s C a th o lic  C huych b u ilt in  1861 w ith  i t s  s tone  s te e p le  add ing  

a  touch  of o ld  w o r ld  c h a rm  to the la n d sc a p e .

^^gi^^hen, a s  we p a s s e d  one of the Sunday H o u ses, th e re  w as a  c o u p le» _ -i^  

d r e s s e d  in  the  c o s tu m e s  of the day, ro ck in g  on the f ro n t p o rch , and  som e 

c h ild re n  p lay ing  out f ro n t, ju s t  a s  M rs , K ow ert w as d e s c r ib in g  the u se  of 

the h o u s e d —= |^w  the p io n e e rs , w hen th ey  w ould com e in  o v e r  the w eek en d  

to do th e ir  tra d in g , o r  a tte n d  th e ir  p a r t ie s ,  o r  c iv ic  m e e tin g s , o r  go to 

.c h u rc h , .

V y We s to p p ed  a t  St. B a rn a b a s ' an d  got o u t b r ie f ly .  I  to ld  how the P e te r

W a lte r  fa m ily  h ad  b u ilt  the h o u se  in  1846and the ggsaa^-vine in  the b a ck  on
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the a r b o r  h a d  b e e n  b ro u g h t by  h im  fro m  G erm an y , ^ s s d '^ e r e  the fa m ily  

h a d  l iv e d u n t i l  the 1950*s an d  i t  h ad  b een  bought by  the E p isc o p a l C h u rch . 

She show ed u s  G ro ss  M ountain  w h e re  the e a r ly  p io n e e rs  h a d  found the 

re m n a n ts  of a  c r o s s  b u il t  by the S pan ish  M is s io n a r ie s  so m e tim e  in  the 

1700*s , an d  d e s c r ib e d  the E a s te r  f i r e s .

We m ad e  a  lo n g e r  s to p  a t  the John  P e te r  T a& h  H ouse, w alk ed  th rough  

and  saw  ex a m p le s  of the w o rk  of the c a b in e t m a k e r s , _
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E s th e r  M u lle r  w as  th e re  to  m e e t us and M r. W a lte r  Taifch, I
n  . . .

p o in ted  out to  D r , S te w a rt th e  c ita tio n  th e  D e p a rtm e n t of I n te r io r  had g iven  

th e  T a tc h  hom e in  1934 w ith  I c k e s ' s ig n a tu re . I t w as s t i l l  hanging  p ro u d ly  

on th e  w a ll. One of the* G erm an  p r e s s  m en  found so m e th in g  th a t  d e lig h ted  

. h im  even  m o r e - - a n  en g rav in g  of a  c ity  in  G e rm an y  f ro m  w hich  he had co m e . 

E v e ry b o d y  w as e a g e r  to  t e l l  us ev e ry th in g . T h e re  w as lo ts  of G e rm an  

sp o k en  and a l l  a long  th e  s t r e e t  la d ie s  in  th e  c o s tu m e  of th e  1840*s and 1850 's, 

T hey  a r e  q u ite  e leg an t and  you fe lt  s u re  th a t th ey  had g o tte n  th e m  out of th e  

t ru n k s  a t  h om e. A nd th en  w e stopped  a t th e  o ld  C a m e la  h o u se , now th e  

^  P io n e e r  M u seu m  an d  th e r e  w e re  m y  tw o f r ie n d s ,  th e  v e ry  e ld e r ly  la d ie s

I who had  know n Lyndon a s  a boy ,

I s ig n ed  th e  r e g i s t e r .  T hey  m u s t  have a  dozen  o r  m o re  of m y 

s ig n a tu re s  now and  »©*doDa*^many of th e  p r e s s .  And th e n , b e c a u s e  th is  p a r t  

of th e  b u ild in g  w as th e  C a m e la s  o ld  g e n e ra l s to r e ,  I  p o in ted  out to  th e m  so m e  

of th e  a r t ic le s  th a t  th e  p io n e e rs  had  bought and s o ld - - c o r n  m e a l ,  g round  a t  

a  lo c a l g r i s t  m i l l ,  a  d e e r  h e a d j ^ e  t r a d e m a rk  on th e  s a c k , and  th e y  s t i l l  

had th e  o ld  p r e s s  and  d y e  w hich  had im p rin te d  on th e  c lo th  th e  h ead  of th e  

d e e r ,  su lp h u r m a tc h e s  so ld  in  bu lk  f ro m  a  b ig  t in  c o n ta in e r ,  a n  a n c ien t 

b o tt le  of lin im e n t and  o th e r  r e m e d ie s  fo r  th e  i l l s  of m a n  and  b e a s t .  E v e ry b o d y  

looked  a t  w h a t in te r e s te d  h im  m o s t, a han d so m e d e e r s k in  ja c k e t  e la b o ra te ly  

b ead ed  and f r in g e d  th a t  had  b een  w o rn  to  B a ro n  Von M o « e^ acfe* s  p e a c e
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p a r le y ,  In d ian  C h ief Santanna^by so m e  p io n e e r , a t in y -w a is te d  w h ite  s a tin  

w edding  d r e s s ,  and  an en g rav in g  m ad e  in  so m e  tow n of B a v a r ia  of the  

w eep ing  lo c a l c i t iz e n  say in g  goodbye to  th e  a d v en tu ro u s  p io n e e rs  who w e re  

se ttin g  off fo r  f a r - a w a y  T e x a s ,

I  to o k  m y  v an ity  out to  p o w d er m y  n o se . I t c r a s h e d  to  th e  f lo o r , I 

p ic k e d  i t  vip an d  I r u-ohcd fo r  m o-1 h o p ^ t  d idn ’t  b re a k , I opened  i t  and  th e  

g la s s  w as in  a  h u n d red  tin y  f ra g m e n ts ,  I hoped no one had h e a rd  m e , bu t 

i t  w as  p a r t  of th e  u n d e rc u r re n t  of th e  day . U n d ern ea th  th e  su n sh in e  and  

b r ig h t  e x c ite m e n t and  genuine in te r e s t  th e r e  w as a  s e n se  of ex p ec tan cy  of we 

knew  not w h a t, a lm o s t fo reb o d in g . We w ent in to  th e  k itch en  and  h e re  i t  w as 

m o re  ev id en t th a n  an y w h ere  th a t th e  la d ie s  had w o rk ed  h a rd  fo r  o u r co m ing . 

U su a lly  th e  k itch en  is  so fu ll of a r t i f a c t s - -  th e r e  a r e  w affle  i ro n s  p ile d  on 

to p  of co ffee  g r in d e rs  p ile d  on top  of cookie  c u t te r s .  Now i t  w as ju s t  a s  

though  th e  k itch en  w e re  in  o p e ra tio n . T h e re  w as wood in  th e  f i r e p la c e .

T h e re  w as a  b ig  old s tra w  b a s k e t lo ad ed  w ith  v eg e tab le s  th a t m ig h t have  ju s t  

b een  b ro u g h t in  f ro m  th e  g a rd e n — sq u ash  and  cabbage and a  s tr in g  of on ions 

hanging , ■ ■ :

W e w en t out in to  th e  l i t t l e  p av ed  p a tio  and  e v e ry w h e re  th e  fo re ig n  

e d ito rs  w e re  b u sy  c lic k e ty  c lic k  tak in g  p ic tu re s  of a  p r e t ty  g i r l  a g a in s t  th e  

w e ll  -4  one of th e  h o s te s se s -—-of o th e r  h o s te s s e s  in  th e i r  d r e s s e s  of th e  1840’s 

and  5 0 's  w h ile  th e  h o s te s s e s  ex p la in ed  th a t  th e  house  had grow n w ith  th e  

g e n e ra tio n s  of C am 'elas and  a c tu a lly  th e r e  w e re  th r e e  k itc h e n s . We w en t on 

out in to  th e  b a c k  y a rd  and  th e r e  w as a  fe n c e . T hey  r e a l ly  had  gone to  a  lo t

F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  5 (C o n tin u ed )
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of t ro u b le  fo r  u s - -  and  G e rm an  pa s to r ie s  and  anx ious h o s te s s e s  and  hot 

s te a m in g  co ffee . I t  had b een  a  long t im e  s in c e  th a t b ru n ch  on th e  p lan e  and 

I  w as ra v e n o u s  a s  I  a lw ay s a m  on th e s e  t r i p s ,  bu t th e r e  w e re  hands to  shake  

and  th an k s  to  b es to w  and w a v e s '^  f a m il ia r  fa c e s  a c r o s s  th e  crow d  and I 

knew  th a t  I  w as  abou t to  cut off to  go hom e by c a r  fo r  a  f if te e n  m in u te  

ad v an ce  b e fo re  th e  p r e s s  a r r iv e d  on th e  b u s , A la s , so m eth in g  e ls e  had 

. b een  la id  o n - - a  b it  of th e  p a g e an t f ro m  th e  E a s te r  f i r e s .  M r. P e tm e c k y  

took  th e  f lo o r — o r  r a th e r  th e  s tu m p --  and  to ld  abou t th e  E a s te r  f ir e s :a n d  

c h ild re n  in  p ink  and b lue  E a s te r  bunny c o s tu m e s  cam e  out h ippety  hop w hile  

I w ig g led  a s  m u ch  a s  th e y  did in  m y  an x ie ty  to  g e t gone. I s ig n a led  one of th e  

^ s ta ff  who c a m e  o v e r  and  spoke to  m e  and th en  I w aved m y  th an k s  and

gopdbye anc^I hoped^^slipped aw ay . L a te r ,  I r e a d  w h e re  so m e  p r e s s  p e r s o n  

d e s c r ib e d  i t  a s ^ re c e iv e d  new s o f th e  r io tin g  in  W ashing ton  and  le f t  q u ick ly  

w ith  t e a r s  i n e y e s .  T h a t h as  b eco m e a s to ck  e x p r e s s io n - ^ m e .  T h is  

has n e v e r  y e t b een  m y  r e a c t io n - -  a t  le a s t  in  r e g a rd  to  Lyndon*s d e c is io n ,

I hopped in  th e  c a r .  I  a sk e d  J e r r y  a t  m y  f i r s t  c h an ce , **|[fow is  

ev e ry th in g  in  W ash ing ton? " H is v o ice  cam e  b ack , h eav ily  fo r  h im , ' ‘̂ t  good. 

F i r e s  and  r io tin g , tro u b le  on F o u r te e n th  S tre e t,  supposed  to  be  th r e e  p e r s o n s  

k ille d . ” We h u r r ie d  hom e and I changed  in to  m y  b lue d e n im  s k ir t  an d  re d  

p la id  b lo u se  an d  w as out by  th e  s id e  g a te , a f te r  having had a  b r ie f  f i l l - in  

f ro m  C a r o i^ n d  W eez ie , and  th e . f i r s t  of th e  p r e s s  b u se s  ro lle d  up. F o r  th e  

n ex t th r e e  h o u rs  I  w as  th e i r  n u m b er one to u r  guide a ro u n d  th e  L B J R anch
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an d  th is  m ay  have b een  th e  m o s t m e m o ra b le  p a r t  of th e  t r i p  fo r  th em , 

fo r  th e  w ro n g  re a so n . L a te r  I h e a rd  th a t th ey  kep t on e x c la im in g , *l|l̂ ow 

s u rp r is in g .  She d id  i t  h e r s e lf .  C an you e v e r  im ag in e  Q ueen E lizab e th  

doing i t  o r  M rs ,  D eG aulle?  *' I t a p p e a re d  th a t  th e  L ondon E d ito r  had  even 

b e t one of th e  young la d ie s  th a t  he had sen t th a t  sh e  w ould n e v e r  m e e t m e .

I  in v ite d  th e m  in , and  w ith  th e  help  of W eezie  and  Je w e l, I  a tte m p te d  to  te l l  

th e  la d ie s  w h e re  th ey  could  p o w d er th e i r  n o ses  and  th e  g en tlem en  w h e re
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th e y  cou ld  w a sh  th e i r  h a n d s - - in  th e  language  fo r  su ch  an  o cc a s io n . I th en  

t r i e d  to  conduct a to u r  of th e  liv ing  ro o m , den , and  d in ing  ro o m . Such 

a f f a i r s  a r e  a lw ay s d iso rg a n iz e d  and  h a p h a z a rd - - s h o r t  of having a  w h ip - 

c ra c k in g  d r i l l  s e rg e a n t .  E ven  so , i t  w as r e la t iv e ly  good. I don*t th in k  I 

e v e r  had a  m o re  in te re s te d  au d ien c e . In  th e  den  I s tood  on th e  s te p s  and  

to ld  th e m  ab o u t th e  p ie c e  of n eed lew o rk  th a t  w as m ad e  by th e  d au g h te r of 

not one T ex as  G o v e rn o r, bu t tw o - -  th e  old leg en d  of M a and  P a  F e rg u so n , 

M any of th e m  s u rp r is in g ly ,  and  w ith  keen  in te r e s t ,  knew ab o u t it,^ . O ur 

b e a u tifu l o ld  oak  ta b le  f ro m  Sherw ood F o r e s t ,  co p p e r p ie c e s  p ick ed  up in  

th e  F le a  M a rk e t in  P a r i s ,  and  so m eth in g  of th e  h is to ry  of th e  h o use . How 

i t  had  b een  a  f a m il ia r  hom e to  Lyndon s in ce  he w as fo u r  y e a r s  o ld  and u sed  

to  co m e to  v is i t  h is  A unt and  U ncle who had a c tu a lly  liv ed  h e re  fo r  f o r ty - s ix  

y e a r s .  I t w as a  sc en e  of fa m ily  reu n io n s  and  C h r is tm a s  d in n e rs  and  b ig  

T ha nk s g i v i n g . p a  r  t  i  e s ,

In  th e  liv in g  ro o m  I s to o d  on th e  r a is e d  f ir e p la c e  and  to ld  th e m  

so m e th in g  of th e  v is it in g  C h iefs  of S ta te , po in ting  out th e  l e t t e r  f ro m  Sam
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H ou sto n , a  f a c s im ile ,  a  b e a u tifu l old co lo n ia l c h e s t f ro m  D iaz O rd az  

and  a  c h a rm in g  c o u n try  p ie c e - -  th e  c o rn e r  c u p b o a rd --  f ro m  th e  P re s id e n t  

of F in la n d , bu t m o s tly  o u r p e r s o n a l  fee lin g  about th e  h o use  and  th e  

c o u n try ./  .W hat i t  m e a n t to  u s ,. .How i t  had grow n, and  w e had ad d ed  to  i t  

in  th e  s ix te e n  y e a rs  th a t  w e had had i t .  And I to ld  th e m  a l l  to. lo o k  a t th e  

th ic k n e ss  o f th e  w a lls  w h ich  w e re  b u ilt  by  th e  f i r s t  o ld  G e rm an , M r. M e y e r, 

who had b u ilt  i t  of n a tiv e  s to n e  in  1892 w ith  one g r e a t  b ig  r o o m - -  p ro b a b ly  

w ith  s ta i r s te p s  up th e  o u ts id e  and  s o r t  of a low  lo ft ro o m  u p s ta i r s .  I a m  

s u re  th a t  no m o re  th an  h a lf of th e m  h e a rd  bu t h a lf  of w hat I had to  say , bu t 

n e v e r th e le s s  I f e l t  th a t  i t  w as a  p lu s . And th e n  w e got on th e  b u s e s ,  I in  

th e  f i r s t  and  B e tty  W ein h e im er in  th e  seco n d , and to o k  th e m  dow n to  th e  

h o use  w h e re  Lyndon w as b o rn , show ing th e m  Lyndon*s g r a n d fa th e r 's  

h o u se  a lo n g  th e  w ay . T hen  th e  fa m ily  c e m e te ry . I  ex p la in ed  th a t  th is  w as  a  

fa m ily  c u s to m  in  th e  S o u th --  r u r a l  s e c tio n s .

A t th e  b ir th p la c e  house  I s tood  on th e  f ro n t p o rc h  and  gave th e m  a 

b r ie f  p ic tu re  of M r. and  M rs .  Johnsbn*s m a r r ia g e ,  m oving h e re  and  Lyndon*s 

b i r th  and  w hat th e  c o u n try  w as lik e  th en . And th en , I took up m y  p la c e  a s  

guide in  th e  W e s t R oom  and  B e tty  W ein h e im er in  th e  E a s t  R oom  and th ey  

a l l  w a n d e re d  th ro u g h  and  I kep t up m y  s t r e a m  of d e s c r ip tio n  and  th ey  a sk e d  

q u e s tio n s . S u rp r is in g ly  , A nrt^C ham berla in , r e p re s e n tin g  th e  S a tu rd a y  

E vening  P o s t ,  w hom  I w ould have though t of a s  one c£ th e  m o re  r a th e r  sn id e  

and  u n im p re s s io n a b le  o n e s - -  I r e m e m b e r  h e r  w ith  o u r  to u r  w ith  th e  K ennedy
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g i r l s  in  th e  f a l l  of i 960  and I though t sh e  w as p ro b a b ly  ex p ec tin g  m e  to  

p u ll out m y  snuff b o ttle  any  m in u te , bu t she  se em ed  one of th e  m o s t 

in te r e s te d  and  e a g e r  and  a c tu a lly  s im p a tic o  of th e  lo t. I t re m a in s  to  be  

se e n  w hat sh e  w ill w r i te .  H e re  we changed  to  th e  sch o o l b u s e s  f ro m  

Jo h n so n  C ity  and th e r e  w e re  th r e e ,  I w a s  th e  guide in  th e  f i r s t  one and  th en  

D ale  M alech ek  an d  T om  W ein h e im er w hom  I a tte m p te d , p e rh a p s  no t w ith  

c o m p le te  s u c c e s s ,  to  in tro d u c e  to  th e  crow d . You r e a l ly  n eed  a  b u ll h o rn  

and  a  co m m an d in g  p re s e n c e  and  n e ith e r  one su its  m e .

On th e  w ay  b a c k  I p o in ted  out th e  g ro v e  w h e re  w e had  b a rb e c u e  fo r  

everybody^ f ro m  C h iefs  of S ta te  lik e  L opez M ateos and  A d e n au e r a n d ^ ^ 2 £ ^ ^  

K ahn to  F o u r-H  y o u n g s te rs  and  la s t  y e a r ,  ju s t  th is  .tim e , so m e  tw e n ty -s ix  

of th e  A m b a s sa d o rs  f ro m  L a tin  A m e ric a n  c o u n tr ie s .  And th e n  w e to u re d  

th e  ra n c h . I had had  to  m ak e  th e  d e c is io n  w h e th e r to  t r y  to  show  th e m  th e  

w ild  life  m o s tly  o r  th e  f a rm  o p e ra tio n  m o s tly . I had ch o sen  th e  f i r s t ,  I

now w ish  I had  done th e  la s t .  A t any  r a te  w e w en t th ro u g h  th e  Danjiz and
V ' ' ' ■ -r ' ' ’ /'• -V:- '

l a t e r  th e  M a rtin ^  and  th e r e  w as a  b le s s in g  of w ild f lo w e rs  b u t no t th e  miella^s
■. . . .... . ■ , . , /'■ " 

f le u r  c a rp e t  th a t  aw a ite d  us by E a s te r ,  And w hen w e c a m e  to  a  s tru tt in g  

w ild  tu rk e y  g o b b le r  w e n e a r ly  lo s t  one of th e  p h o to g ra p h e rs  who got out and  

fo llow ed  h im  dow n th e  fen ce  tak in g  p ic tu re s  w h ile  th e  b u s e s  w en t on. W e 

had  to  stop  and  c a l l  h im  b a c k . We saw  p len ty  of d e e r  and th e y  w e re  in te r e s te d ,  

b u t not a s  e c s ta t ic  a s  I w ould have lik ed . A c tu a lly  such  a  t r i p  i s  a  g re a t  

b ig  unending le s s o n  to  m e  and  I w as g lad  of e v e ry  e x p re s s io n  of e n th u s ia s m  

th a t  I  had  not b een  a b le  to  s u p p re s s  a t  M ar - 4 ^  and  a l l  th e  p la c e s  I hav e
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b e e n  b e c a u s e  w hen one loves a p la c e  and  has w o rk ed  on i t ,  i t  is  

in o rd in a te ly  p le a s a n t  to  h e a r  som ebody  e ls e  re c e iv e  i t  w ith  e n th u s ia sm .

T he t r ip  w as  long  and  I th in k  to  b o rro w  a  s to ry  f ro m  Lyndon I^gave 

th e m  a  l i t t le  b it m o re  abou t F in lan d  th an  th ey  w an ted  to  know f I t  w as s ix  

o 'c lo c k  and  g e ttin g  re m a rk a b ly  c h illy  w hen we got b ack  to  th e  h o u se  w ith  a  

r e d  ch eck ed  ta b le c lo th  s p re a d , a  g re a t  long ta b le  lad en  w ith  r ib s  and  ch ick en  

le g s  and  c h ili  con  q u eso  w ith  f r i to s .  And b e e r  and  so ft d r in k s  w e re  b e in g  

p a s s e d  an d  ho t co ffee j/\th e  m p s t w e lco m e of a ll/^ a n d  w e w e re  ra v e n o u s .

T h e se  w e re  a c tu a lly  only  h o rs  d*oeuvres bu t h e a r ty  ones b e c a u s e  th ey  

r e a l ly  hadn*t had a  m e a l s in c e  9:30 W ash ing ton  t im e  and h e re  i t  w as p a s t  

s ix  so  ev e ry b o d y  fe l l  to , I d iv ided  m y se lf  b e tw een  gulp ing  food and t ry in g  to  

a n s w e r  q u e s tio n s  e n th u s ia s tic a lly . I saw  w ith  ap p ro v a l th e  s ig n  th a t  hung 

a c r o s s  th e  f ro n t p o r c h - -  W elcom e T r a v e le r .  I noted  th a t p r a c t ic a l ly  ev e ry b o d y  

had p u t on th e  r e d  ban d an a  w h ich  l i t t le  C a ro l had stood  and d isp e n se d  a t  th e  ga te  

a s  th e y  cam e  in ,

I d e c id e d  th a t  th e  ta m a le s  w e re  th e  h it of th e  day . S h iv e rin g , I  go t 

so m e  m o re  co ffee  ju s t  a s  C ac tu s  ro s e  to  in tro d u c e  B ro w n ie  M cN eil a s  one
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C o lleg e  P r e s id e n t  who cou ld  s in g  p r o te s t  so n g s^  back  to  h is  s tu d e n ts .

And B ro w n ie , b e c a u se  i t  w as n e a r ly  sev en , gave th e m  a  s h o r te n e d  v e r s io n  

of how th e  fo lk so n g s of th e  so u th w est w e re  th e  e x p re s s io n  of th e  p io n e e rs  

a s  th e y  ca m e  f ro m  T e n n e s s e e  o r  K entucky  and A lab am a and  of th e  S p an ish  

and  M ex ican  s t r a in  and th e  confluence  of c iv iliz a tio n  h e re  in  th is  p a r t  o f th e  

w o r ld , ■'

I a m  a lw ay s  so  p ro u d  of th is  a c t  and  how m u ch  w e have  c a l le d  on th e m



f o r .  By se v e n  o 'c lo c k  th e y  w e re  say ing  goodbye and I s tood  a t  th e  g a te  and  

shook  hands a s  th e y  f ile d  in to  th e  b a s e s  and le f t fo r  San A nton io . And th en  

th e r e  w a s  nobody le f t  in  th e  b a t m e  and B ro w n ie  and  h is  son* and  the

W e in h e im e rs  and  th e  M alach ek s and  th e  D eath es and  C a ro l C a r ly le  and  

C yn th ia  W ilson , who had  ad v an ced  th is  p a r t  of th e  t r i p ,  and  M a rily n , so 

w e w en t in  th e  liv in g  ro o m . I in v ite d  th e m  to  have a n o th e r  d r in k  and  e a t th e  

le f to v e rs  w ith  m e ^ n d  M ary  h ea ted  up so m e  b ean s and  got out so m e  hom em ade 

b re a d  and  s p re a d  out w hat w as le f t  of th e  r ib s  and ch ick en  leg s  and  p len ty  

of p r e s e r v e s  on th e  s id e b o a rd . B ut f i r s t  w e pu t up o u r fe e t and  had an  

in te re s t in g  ta lk  ab o u t o u r  im p re s s io n s  of jo u rn a l is ts  and  th e i r s  p ro b ab ly  

^  of u s , abou t th e  d re a d fu l new s f ro m  W ashing ton  and  sp re a d in g  th ro u g h o u t th e

' . c o u n try  an d  o th e r  c i t ie s  and  th e  re sp o n s ib il i ty  of a  new s m e d ia  in  re p o r tin g

on th e s e  n a tio n a l c r i s e s .

I a s k e d  B ro w n ie  and  he s a id  on h is  s m a ll  cam p u s , now J u s t p u sh ing
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tw o th o u sa n d , therie  i s  no to u ch  of th e  v iru s .  You have to  w o rk  fo r  a
A .

liv in g  out th e r e .  I t  i s  ru g g ed  co u n try . He got out h is  g u ita r  and  sang  so m e  

m o re  so n g s ju s t  fo r  us and  I  w as en ch an ted . T hen  w e had p o tlu ck  su p p e r  

and  I  s a id  goodbye an d  ex cu sed  m y se lf  b e c a u se  I had m any  phone c a lls  to  m a k e  an d  

sp e e c h e s  to  r e w r i te  to  m e s h  in to  th e  changed  w o rld  a s  w e found i t  to d ay , 

ta lk e d  to  W ash ing ton  to  L ynda. She s a id  th e  W hite H ouse w as l ik e  a  

f o r t r e s s .  INobody g e ts  ou t and  nobody g e ts  in . T h e re  w as r io tin g  and  loo ting  

and  f i r e s  on F o u r te e n th  S tre e t  and  w ay  out down to w a rd  th e  C ap ito l. F i r e  

h o s e s  w e re  b e in g  cu t. T h e re  w as a  r e p o r t  th a t sev en  p e o p le  had  b e en  k ille d



(;

and  th r e e  h u n d red  p eo p le  in  th e  D is tr ic t  of C olum bia h o s p ita ls ,  I 

r e m e m b e r  I  a sk e d  h e r  so m e  q u es tio n  and  sh e  sa id  to  m e  r a th e r  w e a r ily , 

"M o th e r , I don*t know. I t w ould ta k e  th e  d ro p p in g  of th e  hy d ro g en  bom b 

to  g e t m y  a tte n tio n . “ Of c o u rs e , I w o n d ered  how th is  w ould a l l  a ffec t 

■ ■■■ '• . ■ ■' ■ •
to m o rro w . Should I even  go to  H e m is fa ir .  I  c a lle d  L iz and  w e h a m m e re d  

and  changed  and  w o rk ed  on m y  sp ee ch es  u n til I w as r e la t iv e ly  s a tis f ie d  w ith  

th e m , I ta lk e d  to  Jo h n  and  th en  I had a  c o n fe re n c e  c a ll  w i th  John  and  L iz ,

Jo h n  fe lt  th a t  th e r e  w ould be som e d is tu rb a n c e s  a t  H e m is fa ir ,  p ro b a b ly  

th r e e  d e m o n s tra tio n s . O ne, p e a c e - lo v in g  and  tw o, m i l i t a n t - - a  M ex ican - 

A m e ric a n  g roup  and  abou t f if te e n  hu n d red  SETS. He and  N e llie  w e re  

f  " e m p h a tic a lly  going r ig h t on and he hoped th a t  I  w ould c o m e - -  v e ry  m uch

hoped so . S o m etim e  I had  ta lk e d  to  m y  a g e n ts . T hey  had su g g es te d  tw o 

c h a n g es . O ne, th a t  I b e  a l i t t le  la te .  In s te a d  of a r r iv in g  th e r e  so m eth in g  

a ro u n d  n ine th i r ty ,  I  shou ld  get th e r e  a ro u n d  te n  o r  te n  th i r ty .  Second, th a t  

I  go f ro m  b u ild ing  to  b u ild in g  in  one of th e  l i t t le  m in ib u se s  r a th e r  th a n  w a lk .

: N a tu ra lly  I a g re e d , S o m ^ im e  I ta lk e d  to  Lyndon, T he w hole seq u en ce  of 

ev en ts  i s  r a th e r  hazy . He sounded v e ry  t i r e d  and  a  l i t t le  re m o te . I t  m u s t 

have b een  a  s h a tte r in g , b ea tin g  day . He sa id  he thought I should  go on. T h e re  

w as no f l ic k e r  of u n c e r ta in ty  in  h is voice^ancd^o i t  w as about one o'clock,-^^^^^^^^^ 

B e tty  C hapow icki had co m e in  and  g iven  m e a l i t t le  ru b  and  I f in a lly  go t to  

b ed  a f te r  a  day  th a t  r a n  th e  gam ut of em o tio n s  a g a in s t  th e  b ack g ro u n d  of 

, . m ou n tin g  tu rb u le n c e  w ith  our w hole nation  s tra in in g  a t i t s  s e a m s . And ye t,

w ith  a  q u e e r  s e n s e  of a m b iv a le n c e , b e c a u se  though  I w as r ig h t  in  th e  m id d le
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of i t ,  b e c a u s e  of m y  husband^s job  and  th e  p re s e n c e  in  W ash ing ton  of 

a l l  m y  fa m ily . I , m y se lf , w as n e v e r th e le s s  rem o v ed  and en c a p su la te d  in  

a  d if fe re n t w o rld  w h e re  w e w e re  ju s t  h ea rin g  abou t th e m  and  re a d in g  abou t 

th e m  a s  though  th e y  liv ed  on th e  m oon.
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