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TUESDAY. A P R IL  9

I aw oke to  a  g ra y  and foggy w o rld  and m y  h e a r t  sank . O ur w ild  

f lo w er dayl'i^W ell, no need  to  w o r ry  abou t so m eth in g  I couldn*t change 

so  I w o rk ed  on th e  sp e e c h e s  a  l i t t le  m o re  w ith  L iz , . T he  la s t  one w ill be 

im p o r ta n t- - to  m e  a t  any  r a te ,  ? ^ rh e n  I got a  co m b -o u t, one of th e  

S tep h en so n s  of Jo h n so n  C ity , s ig n ed  p ic tu re s  and a u to g ra p h s^ I^ H is  is  - 

a lw ay s a  p a r t  of e v e ry  v is i t ,  ^ d  ta lk e d  to  Lyndon who is  a t C am p D avid

and  abou t to  go in to  m e e tin g s . H is vo ice  w as q u ite  c a lm , th e  le a s t  f lu r r ie d  of 

any  w ith  w hom  I had  ta lk e d  in  W ashington.^^^^hen, abou t nine o ’c lo c ^ I  

b o a rd e d  th e  bus headed  f o r  G oliad . I t  w as a lm o s t a  two hour r id e ,  w ith .th e  

r a in  m is tin g  th e  w in d sh ie ld  and  a  p a r t  of ev e ry b o d y ’s m in d  I a m  s u re - ^ a t  

le a s t  m in e , w as  in  A tla n ta , I had  h e a rd  ju s t  b its  and  p ie c e s  of w hat w as

going on. I t  sounded  lik e  a  q u o ru m  of th e  S en a te^ th ere  fo r  th e  fu n e ra l  of 

D r . K ing , E v e ry  P r e s id e n t ia l  can d id a te  excep t W a llac e ,^ e v e i^ I  had  h e a rd  

N ixon/^and  H u b e rt to  r e p re s e n t  th e  A d m in is tra tio n , a v a s t th ro n g . L a te r

I le a rn e d  i t  w as 50, 000 p eo p le . ■1 wao not flui'j^ragtl aiit^

Pi nhh y ’IiIenmLg dy w a r  a i w tM> ■

T he co u n try  w as. low  and f la t  and  d o tted  w ith  liv eo ak s  and  g re a t  

s p la s h e s  of w ild  f lo w e rs  b eg an  to  a p p e a r  along th e  ro ad  in  th e  p a s t u r e s ,^  

p a le  p in k  b u tte rc u p s  and w ild  verbena, c o ra l  p>aint b ru sh  and Ind ian  b l a n k ^

s k ie s  b eg an  to  l i f t , Jo e  F ra n tz  to d k  th e  m ic ro p h o n e  and  to ld  u s  ab o u t 

th e  h is to ry  of th is  p a r t  of T e x a s , d iv id ing  t im e  w ith  a  n ice  looking  young m an .



r

one of the W e ld e rs  of V ic to r ia . H e to ld  us abou t the c a t t le - r a i s in g  in d u s try  in  

th is  s e c tio n .

T he bus s topped  and we p ick ed  up Zac L en tz , who h a d  a r ra n g e d  to have 

a  h e rd  of c a tt le  d r iv e n  c lo se  to the  fen ce . T h e re  they  w e r e - - a  huge h e rd , som e 

fiv e  h u n d re d  i t  looked  lik e , p a r t  B ra h m a , p a r t  H e re fo rd , a  m o tle y  lo t - - g r a y ,  

w h ite , sp o tted , re d . Som e had  in h e r ite d  the hum ps of the  B ra h m a s  and^ as  A. W. 

s a id - -m ig h ty  th r if ty . They can  g e t fa t off of nothing. In fa c t, th ey  a r e  one of „, 

the s u c c e s s  s to r ie s  of the  b re e d in g  b u s in e s s . T h e re  w e re  a dozen  o r  so cow boys 

h e rd in g  th em . I  n o ticed  th a t s e v e ra l  of them  w o re  chaps th a t looked  lik e  they  had  

'■ se e n  r e a l  u se .

' The fo re ig n  c o r re s p o n d e n ts  p ile d  out of the c a r  and w en t up to the  f e n c ^ -

e a g e r ly  tak ing  p ic tu re s .  I t  looked lik e  th is  w as one of th e ir  f a v o r ite  s c e n e s  of 

the  t r ip .  S e v e ra l a sk ed  m e  to s tan d  by the  fen ce . Z ac ro d e  on w ith  u s . H e w as 

a sk e d  abou t h is  tw enty  y e a r s  o r  m o re  being one of L yndon 's '^ lieu tenan ts^  how , 

s o r r y  h e  w as p o lit ic a lly , how g lad  p e rso n a lly . H e sa id  |iibw you a l l  w ill  have to 

co m e down and sh o o t b ird s  w ith  us and se e  ou r ra n c h . M eanw hile , the  clouds 

lif te d  and e v e ry  m ile  the roadw ay  w as m o re  b eau tifu l. I  though t th e r e  w as ^ 

no t a n o th e r  e x c lam a tio n  le f t  in  m e  and then  w e w ould com e to an o th e r  p a s tu r c r ^  

a  f ie ld , a  s e a  th a t  w as even  v a s te r  than  the one b e f o r e ^  ^ ^ e r y  sh ad e  of p ink  

and r e d  and  yellow . I had  r e a d  about L a  B ah ia , a l l  the  b ro c h u re s ,  th e  fou r 

^ j  y e a r s  of r e s to r a t io n ,  bu t I w as no t r e a l ly  p r e p a re d  fo r the s ig h t. Suddenly
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( in  th is  f la t  ex p an se  of lan d  w e cam e  up o v er a s lig h t r i s e  and th e r e  a c r o s s



. 1968  -

a so lid  b lan k e t of ^ i n t  P ru sh  a n d (^ a lla rd ia  and p i lo x  th e re  a ro s e  th4t o ld  

m  w a lls  of the p re s id io  and the ch u rch . I t w as b rea th ta k in g  in

i ts  p e r fe c tio n . N ot the le a s t  of i ts  c h a rm , the  fa c t  th a t you h ad  a  se n se  of 

d iscovery^  so f a r  w as i t  off the b ea ten  path .

. . - A s  w e ap p ro ac h e d  the w a lls , the  ch u rch  b e lls  b e g a n ‘to p ea l, ^ p e r f e c t  . 

th e a te r l  You cou ld  se e  the l i t t le  s e n try  p o s t a t the  c o rn e r  of the p re s id io  f ro m  

w h ich  the  S pan ish  s o ld ie r s  m u s t hav e  looked out fo r  h o s ti le  In d ia n s . I t  h ad  been  

b u ilt  in  1749 b u t h ad  fa lle n  in to  a  m a s s  of ru in s  and then  o v er fo u r  y e a r s  h ad  

b e^ en r-^ ith fu lly  and p a in stak in g ly r:r^ s t^ ^ ^  lay M rs . C a th e r in e  S to n er O 'C onnor, 

a t a  c o s t  of a m ill io n  d o l la r s .  T h e re , as  w e s tep p ed  off the bus to g r e e t  u s , w as 

th e  B ish o p  of C o rp u s  C h r is t i ,  The R e v e re n d  T hom as D ru ry , s e v e ra l  o th e r  

C a th o lic  P r i e s t s ,  and M rs , C a th e r in e  S toner O 'C onnor, in  h e r  8 0 's , d ea f  as 

a p o s t, lo v e r  of T ex as  h is to ry  who h ad  p a id  fo r th is  co m p le te  r e s to r a t io n  and 

p a r t ic ip a te d  in  i t - - e v e r y  loving d e ta il  th ro u g h  the w hole fou r y e a r s .  You cou ld  

se e  why the  e a r ly  S p an ia rd s  h ad  ch o sen  th is  sp o t fo r  a  fo r t  b e c a u se  you cou ld  

look ou t in  a ll  d ire c t io n s .

T he c e re m o n y  took p la c e  in  f ro n t of the p re s id io , the s ix  fla g s  of T e x as  " 

fly ing  beh ind  u s , the  isun a t  l a s t  b re ak in g  th ro u g h  the  c lo u d s. We looked  out 

o v e r  th e  ro llin g  p a s tu re  land  sp o tted  w ith  the  u n b e liev ab le  g re e n  of e a r ly  

m e s q u ite s  and g re a t  s p la sh e s  of w ild  f lo w e rs . .A nd o v er on ou r le ft, the

V ^V' p laq u e  th a t  m a rk e d  the  b ir th p la c e  of M ex ican  G e n e ra l Z a ra g o z a , the h e ro  who 

d e fea te d  the  fo rc e s  of M aixim ilian on 6 inco  de M ayo in  1862. T h e re  w as a  lo t
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of h is to ry  w rap p ed  up r ig h t  h e re .  And to our r ig h t, s e a ts  fo r  so m e  of the 

V IP 's ,  c i t iz e n s  of G oliad  and  V ic to r ia . I g lim p sed  the B ill  Bowerrs and the 

Zaic L e n tz e s  and a l l  th ro u g h  the  c ro w d  fo rty  o r so young high sch o o l g ir l^ w h o  

w e re  th e  g u id es  fo r  L a  B a h ia ^ d re s se d  in  the  co s tu m e s  of the 1830’s. T ha t, of 

co u r se , IB S ^ is  the  d a te  b ran d ed  bn  the m e m o ry 'o f  T exans in  the m o re  than  

th e  two h u n d red  y e a r  l ife  of L a  B ah ia , the da te  th a t C o lonel F a n n in  and h is  

th re e  h u n d re d  o r  so  m e n  w e re  m a s s a c r e d  d u rin g  our w a r a g a in s t M exico . I t 

w as a  b r ie f  c e re m o n y . B ishop  D ru ry  g av e  the p r a y e r .^  I doubt if  th e se  fo re ig n  

n ew sm en  had^^been p ra y e d -o v e r  as  m u ch  as  in -th e se  fiv e  d ay sO  A nd then  the-' ' ■

M a s te r  of C e re m o n ie s , I th ink  i t  w as F a th e r  K irc h e r , in tro d u ce d  C o n g re s sm a n  

K azen  and  e v e ry w h e re  th a t C hic spoke i t  w as tb«r ro u s in g  w a rm th  of L yndon and 

m e . And th en  S te w a rt U dall w as in tro d u c e d . H e alw ays sp eak s  e lo q u en tly  and 

e a rn e s t ly  of the  th ings h e  lo v e s - - r e c r e a t io n ,  w ild e rn e s s , r e s to r a t io n .  H e 

re c o g n iz e d  M rs . O 'C o n n o r v e ry  g a llan tly . I m ad e  m y  s h o r t  sp eec l:^ rea lly  

re l is h in g  i t .  T he th em e  com bined  so m any  of the  th ings I lo v e d - -h is to ry ,  

r e s to r a t io n ,  h o m efo lk s  and  the  m o s t  b e a u tifu l S pring  I have e v e r  see n  in  

T e x a s . And th en  w e tu rn e d  to unveil the  p laque  a t the e n tra n c e  of L a  B ah ia  

beh ind  us w hich  sa id , “ The D ep a r tm e n t of In te r io r  d e s ig n a te s  P re s id io  L a  B ah ia  

a s  a  r e g i s te r e d  n a tio n a l h is to r ic  lan d m a rk . *' And ju s t  a t  th a t m o m en t, a  cannon  

f ro m  th e  b a s tio n  o v er in  f ro n t of the  ch ap e l boom ed outj 

\  T he a r c h i te c t  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  the re s to ra t io n ,  and p a r t  a rc h e o lo g is t

he  is  too, took  u s  th rough , show ed us the  a r t i f a c ts  th a t h ad  been  dug up d u rin g
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the fo u r y e a r s ,  cannon  b a lls ,  shoe b u ck le s , spoons, a  p a r t  of a p is to l ,  and 

an ex h ib it of sev en  le v e ls  of h a b ita tio n  f ro m  e a r ly  Ind ian  t r ib e s  on down to 

the  p r e s e n t .  H e show ed us th e  ro o m  w h e re  F an n in  and h is  th re e  h u n d red  

T ex an s  w e re  im p riso n e d , p ack ed  so tig h t th e re  w as no ro o m  to s i t  down o r 

lie  down, b e fo re  they  w e re  tak en  out and sho t, the  o f f ic e rs  q u a r t e r s - - a  big . 

long ro o m  w ith  an open h e a r th  k itch en  on one end and a h eavy  oaken dining 

ta b le  s tre tc h in g  down the  m id d le  w h e re  they  had  a l l  e a te n - -a n d  the old 

c a rv e d  d o o rs  of th e  o r ig in a l  p re s id io .

T he r e s to r a t io n  is  b eau tifu lly  f a i th f u l^ 'jp ie  h a rd w a re  e s p e c ia lly  

h an d so m e . And i t  h a s  th a t m ello w ed  look of a ll  of i ts  two h u n d red  y e a r s .

T h is  a r c h i te c t- a r c h e o lo g is t ,  I w ish  I cou ld  re m e m b e r  h is  nam e, took f ro m  v  

h is  p o ck e t a  r a th e r  w o rn  p ic tu re  of h im se lf  and M rs . R o o se v e lt w hen they 

h ad  w o rk ed  to g e th e r  on a  p ro je c t  m o re  than  th i r ty  y e a r s  ago involv ing  an o th e r  

r e s to r a t io n j  And th en  h e  and I p o sed  so h e  could  h av e  an o th e r p ic tu re  to jo in  

it . I lik ed  th is  m o m en t. T hen out in  the c o u r ty a rd  th e re  w e re  ta b le s  lo ad ed  

w ith  h o t.ta m a le s  and  s te a m in g  coffee  and sw ee t l i t t le  M exican  p a s t r ie s  and 

h e r e  b eg an  the  a lw ays r e c u r r in g  b a ttle  on th e se  t r ip s ,  w h e th e r to ea t, o r  

ta lk  and shak e  h a n d s . On e v e ry  s id e  Ja n e  Young o r  C h ic  Kazen,*^ Z ac L en tz  

w e re  in tro d u c in g  m e  to th e ir  f r ie n d s  and I w a s  try in g  to be g ra c io u s , speak , 

p o se  fo r  p ic tu re s ,  shake  h ands and gulp ho t coffee a ll  a t the sa m e  tim e . I 

( V lik ed  ev e ry th in g  I w as doing. To do i t  a l l  a t once w as im p o ss ib le .

We w alked  o v er to  the  C hape l of O ur L ady  of L o re tto  w h e re  M ass  h a s



b een  h e ld  e v e ry  y e a r  s in c e  b e fo re  the D e c la ra tio n  of Independence  of the 

T h ir te e n  C o lo n ie s . M rs . O 'C onnor w as m y guide and a lso  F a th e r  K irc h e r ,  - i 

the  P a r i s h  P r ie s t ,  who h ad  f i r s t  in te re s te d  h e r  in  th is  r e s to r a t io n  and who 

h ad  ju s t  g iven  u s , o u ts id e  in  the  c o u r ty a rd , a  w o n d erfu l l i t t le  c a p su le  of 

h is to r y  th a t  I h ad  e a rn e s t ly  t r ie d  to take  in  w hile  sign ing  an au to g rap h  o r 

re sp o n d in g  to a g re e tin g . On the a l ta r  th e re  w as a do ll s iz e d  s ta tu e  of the  . 

V irg in  M a ry - - th e  o ld e s t im ag e  of the V irg in  in  any C h u rch  in  T ex as  I w as to ld - - 

d r e s s e d  in co n g ru o u sly  in  s o r t  of a p each  co lo re d  ta ffe ta  of the day . And th en  

he  to ld  m e  the  s to ry . O ld as  she  w as^she got a new  d r e s s  m any  t im e s  a  y e a r .

( E v e ry  b r id e  who w as m a r r ie d  in  th is  ch ap e l by tra d it io n  w as e n tit le d  to h av e

a s m a ll  r e p l ic a  of h e r  w edding d r e s s  m ad e  and d r e s s  o u r L ady  of L o r e tto  in  

i t  and  so  sh e  w ould  s tan d  u n til  the  n ex t b r id e  cam e  along]

W e  w a lk ed  ou t of the  ch ap e l and then  up the s te p s  to w h e re  on th e  w a ll 

of the  p re s id io  th e  cannon w as m o u n te d --M rs . O 'C onnor and I. B y th is  tim er 

w e w e re  in  a  h u r r y - - by b u s lo a d - -n u m e ro u s  p ic tu re s  and then  down w e cam e , 

shook  h ands a ll  a ro u n d  and so fu ll of h is to ry  but not, alas,- of ta m a le s  o r 

co ffee . We lo ad ed  onto the bus and d ro v e  on th rough  Y oakum  and C u e ro  to 

G o n za le s . I t  w as  n e a r ly  a two hour r id e  and I have n e v e r  se e n  a  m o re  

b e au tifu l one. A t one p o in t as w e w en t under an u n d e rp a ss , th e re  w e re  

huge  y u c ca s  lin ing  bo th  s id e s  of the ro ad , c re a m y  w hite  b lo sso m s  co v e rin g  

a  fo u r fo o t s ta lk . A s you w ould look down the  h ighw ay, a l l  along the r ig h t-  

 ̂ . of-way. an  u n b e liev ab le  ex p an se  of p ink  ^h lox , fading in to  deep  re d  ^h lo x  o r

( T uesday , A p r i l  9 (Continued)
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^ a in t  plrush th a t  f in a lly  b ec am e  m ix ed  w ith  filuebonnets o r  Ind ian  b la n k e ts  

o r  C o reo p sis  o r  ^ 'in e  £ups m uch  ta l le r  than  they grow  in  the H ill  C o u n try .

O u r b u se s  had  b een  d e c o ra te d  w ith  p a p e r  f lo w e rs  a l l  a c r o s s  the 

f ro n t  w hich  hung down so m e  foo t o r  so on the w in d sh ie ld , I c o u ld n 't  b e a r  

to m is s  a g lim p se  o r scen e  so I f in a lly  s tood  up and b eg an  to  tak e  them  

down w ith  so m e  g en tlem en  soon com ing to m y  aid . We h ad  b een  jo in ed  by 

M L e s te r  P r u i t t ,  one of the  la n d sc a p e  m en  w ith  the H ighw ay D e p a rtm e n t 

and  h e  took the loud  sp e a k e r  and to ld  the  n ew sm en  on m y  bus abou t the  w ild  

f lo w e rs  of th e  a r e a .  K now ledgeable  as  he w as, no t a s  e n th u s ia s tic  a  • ••

C ■ ^ '

/ ' s a le s m a n  a s  I im a g in e d  m y se lf  to be. A t one po in t I took th e  loud sp e a k e r

and to ld  th em  I w an ted  to add th re e  v ig n e tte s  of the  day. Oneyjthey had  

p ro b a b ly  n o tic e d  w hen w e stopped  b ack  th e re  to se e  the  h e rd  of c a t t le  th a t 

I h ad  gone on ah ead  and e n te re d  an o th e r bus th a t h ad  d raw n  up b e s id e  u s , . 

s ta y e d  a  few  m in u te s  and re tu rn e d . W hat I h ad  b een  doing w as to m e e t  a  

g ro u p  of m ig ra n t  sch o o l c h ild re n  th a t w e re  en ro u te  to the c e re m o n y  a t 

G oliad . They w e re  being  tak en  as  a  s o r t  of f ie ld  t r ip  to s e e  so m e  h is to ry  

th a t  w as p a s t  and  a  tin y  l i t t le  b it  of i t  a s  i t  happened . '1 9 a sa ,'^ e  m ig ra n t  

sch o o l c h ild re n , w e re  one of the  p ro b le m s  of o u r day. T h e ir  p a r e n ts  t r a v e l e ^  

and th ey  w ith  them ^to the  c i t ru s  o rc h a rd s  of the V alley , the ^iL aia^fields of

' ' V
M ich igan , w h e re v e r  th e re  w e re  c ro p s  to be h a rv e s te d , bu t fo r  s ix  m o n ths
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they  w en t to  schoo l, a  s p e c ia l schoo l, in  R obs town, T e x as . How d id  they  

c ro w d  a  w hole y e a r 's  ed u ca tio n  in to  s ix  m o n th s. T hey w en t f ro m  8:30 in
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the  m o rn in g  to 4:30 in  the  a fte rn o o n . T hey had b een  n e a r ly  a l l  L a tin  

A m e r ic a n s , n e a r ly  a l l  b r ig h t eyed and sm ilin g . T h is  w as no p e r fe c t  

an sw e r to th e ir  ed u catio n , but i t  w as a re c o g n iz e d  p ro b le m  and a  good ; 

t ry .  A n o th e r v ig n e tte , a  c o u r tly  old g en tlem an  th a t I h ad  m e t, and I th ink  

s e v e ra l  of th em  a lso , in  th e  c o u r ty a rd  back  a t  L a  B ah ia , o b v iously  a  L a tin o ,
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w as in tro d u c e d  by C h ic  K azen  w ith  the  î eiiMve t i t le  of Don (I do no t r e m e m b e r

h is  najme). T he s to ry  w as th a t h e  had  f if te e n  c h ild re n  and th a t he h ad  se n t

] , 2̂ ■ 
th em  a l l  th ro u g h  co lle g e . I h ad  a sk e d  h im  who do you w o rk  fo r .  It w as  only

la te r  th a t I though t w ith  c h a g r in  I m ig h t hav e  sounded co n d escen d in g . H e

sa id  w ith  d ig n ity  and g ra c e  “ fo r  m y se lf . " I sa id  I th ink  i t  is  ju s t  w o n d erfu l

th a t  you hav e  g iven  th em  a ll-e f 'th is  education . And h e  sa id , "I do m y  b e s t” .

And I p o in ted  out to  th e se  c o r re sp o n d e n ts  th a t th a t w as a g r e a t  c it iz e n . . And

th en  I m o tio n ed  to the s id e  w h e re  th e re  w as one of th e  T ex as  H ighw ay P a r k s

and to ld  th em  th a t th e re  w e re  a  l i t t le  o v er a  thousand  of th e se  do tting  th e

ro a d s  f ro m  one end of T ex as  to  the o th e r , th a t Lyndon h ad  b u ilt  so m e  of th e

f i r s t  ones b ack  in  the d ays of the  NYA. On a l i t t le  tra v e le d  s t r e tc h  of ro a d

w e m a d e  a  s to p . E very b o d y  go t out and th e re  on ou r le f t w as the m o s t  so lid

b la n k e t of b lu ebonnet, p a in t b r u s h - - a l l  the  w hole w ide p a le tte  of c o lo r s .

Som ebody in  o u r p a r ty  had  a sk ed  p e rm is s io n  the  day  b e fo re  of a  N eg ro

w om an who ow ned the p ro p e r ty , if  we cou ld  s top  and tak e  p ic tu re s  b u t h ad

no t to ld  h e r  who i t  w as. She cam e  out of h e r  l i t t le  h o u se , a  v e ry  m o d e s t  one,

apo log iz ing  fo r h e r  d r e s s .  W e shook h ands a l l  a round  and then  w ith  a b ack g ro u n d

■ i ..,1 It Hi IK



of liv eo ak s  w e took p ic tu re s  of m e  and a ll the G e rm a n s , m e  and a l l  the  

I ta lia n s , g roup  a f te r  g ro u p , s ittin g  in  the bluebonnets^ J^lvery now and 

th en  so m e b o d y ^ a y in g  w atch  ou t fo r  r a t t l e  sn ak es . It w as a g lo r io u s  scene . 

I, m y se lf , cou ld  no t h av e  c o n ju red  up m o re  in  m y  im ag in a tio n . And then

C - ' '  ■ ' 1968
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w e d ro v e  on to G onzales^ ' ^Y  t im e  a lm o s t unab le  to ex c la im  any m o re . , ,

I t  w as two o 'c lo c k  w hen w e re a c h e d  the L ex ing ton  of T e x a s , Joe  

F ra n tz  h av in g  b r ie fe d  u s w e ll b e fo reh an d  on the com e and take  i t  s to ry  of 

G o n z a le s , on T ra v is ' le t te r  f ro m  the  A lam o, and th e  only m en  who r e s p o n d e d - -  

th e  l i t t le  band  f ro m  G o n za les  who h ad  a c tu a lly  fought th e ir  w av in to  the ja w s , 

of d ea th  a t  th e  A lam o . And h e r e  on the  co u rth o u se  sq u a re  a t G o n za les  w as 

th e  w ra p -u p  s c e n e - - s p r t  of an  o ffic ia l goodbye fo r  ou r five  day t r ip ,  I h av e  

h ad  a  long love a f fa ir  w ith  the co u rth o u se  s q u a re s . To a  T ex as  p o litic  an of 

o u r tim e  they  a r e  w hat T h o o g o ra  m u s t  have been  to the  G re e k s , I t  is  w h e re  

you s tan d  b efo r e th e  p u b lic  and s ta te  y ou r v iew s and look th em  in  th e  eye and 

th ey  look you o v e r  arid they  d ec id e  w h e th e r you a r e  the  m an  th a t they  w an t to 

r e p r e s e n t  th em  o r  not.

We s tep p e d  off th e  b u se s  to a  fa m il ia r  scen e , the o rn a te  old c o u r th o u s e - -  

p a r t  G oth ic , p a r t  V ic to r ia n , Six l i t t le  B ro w n ies  lin ed  up to p r e s e n t  m e  w ith  a 

w ild  f lo w er bouquet, boy sc o u ts , g i r l  sco u ts , FHA g ir ls ,  the G o n zales  H igh 

School B and, Liz* b ro th e r - in - la w . C ounty Judge John R o m b erg , th e  M ayor 

and a ll  th e  o ff ic ia ls . W e m o u n ted  the  p la tfo rm . T h e re  w as an in v o ca tio n  

and th e  band  p lay ed  A m e r ic a  the  B eau tifu l, w h at e lse , and w e a l l  jo in ed  in
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sing ing , w e lco m es  and in tro d u c tio n s . C hic K azen  say ing  good th ings about 

L yndon and m o re  th ings about m e  than  I d e se rv e d . And th en  Stu U dall who 

a d d re s s e d  h im s e lf  to ju s t  w h at I w as going to say  and in  a s im i la r  tone. A nd , 

th en  i t  w as  m y  tu rn . S eldom  can  I h o n es tly  say  th a t I have  enjoyed a  sp e e c h — 

th is  one I did! I a im ed  i t  a t  ou r th ir ty -e ig h t  fo re ig n  e d ito rs  and o u r  own too,^ 

e s p e c ia lly  f ro m  W ash ing ton  and the E a s t .  ' ' T h e re  a re  a c r o s s  th is  land  

s e v e n te e n  th o u san d  tow ns abou t the s iz e  of th is  one. To d isc o v e r  A m e r ic a  

you h av e  to know  th em , as  w e ll as  th e  c i t ie s  lik e  New Y ork , San F ra n c is c o ,  

and W ash ing ton , And th en  a  b r ie f  r e s u m e  of ou r t r ip  and of the  m e ltin g  p o t 

w e h ad  found T ex as  to be. T hen to m e  the po in t. O ur v is i to r s  h av e  com e a t  

a  tim e  of an g u ish  and  tu rm o il  in  our co u n try . They saw  o u r xie%i©ais la id  b a r e ,  

b u t I b e lie v e  th ey  hav e  a lso  se en  th a t the  c ra sh in g  h e ad lin e s  th a t shook us a s  . 

m u ch  as  they  d id  th e  w o rld  a r e  not a l l  the s to ry  of th is  co u n try . T hey do no t 

b lo t ou t th e  p r o g re s s  th a t h as  been  m ad e  a c ro s s  th is  g r e a t  D e m o c ra c y . B eh ind  

th e  sm o k e  of o u r tro u b le d  c i t ie s  therie is  a  g r e a t  w ide land  of s tre n g th  ajid 

co n fid en ce  and w a rm th  and the  m any  c it ie s  w h e re  w o rk  co n tin u es  and th e re  

is  fe llo w sh ip  and u n d e rs ta n d in g . O ur te a r s  fo r  ou r c o u n try 's  tro u b le s  a r e  deep , 

b u t d e e p e r  s t i l l  is  o u r co n fid en ce  in  the  fu tu re , and o u r a b ility  to m e e t  and 

m a s te r  m a n 's  b a s ic  p ro b le m s , to liv e  in  p e ac e . F o r  once, I w as a lm o s t  p ro u d  

of m y s e lf  and v e ry , v e ry  g lad  th a t a l l  of the h a rd  p a r t  of the t r ip  w as o v e r .

B u t I w as  topped! The s ta r  of th a t day  w as not m e  a t a l l  bu t I le c to r  Legg?" of 

D ublin, I re la n d , s o r t  of D ean of the tra v e lin g  jo u rn a l is ts ,  a to w erin g  f ig u re
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abou t s ix  f e e t  fiv e  w ith  a  L in co ln esq u e  fac e  ro s e  to d e liv e r  a s o r t  of f a re w e ll  

on b eh a lf  of a l l  of h is  c o lle a g u es  and ended by m aking  a  b e t te r  fo re ig n  p o licy  

sp e e c h  th an  I have  h e a rd  any A m e ric a n  m ak e  in  a  long tim e , ' ’I th ink  a ll  

c o u n tr ie s  owe a  g r e a t  the  A m e ric a n  n a tio n  and th e  A m e ric a n  peo p le .

They ta x  th e m se lv e s , th ey  en d u re , they  su ffe r  in  the  c a u se  of f re e d o m —in  

V ie tn am  o r w h e re v e r  e ls e  i t  m ay  be. T hey m ad e  a  s tan d  to s to p  the o n s lau g h t 

of C o m m u n ism , th a t e v il  th ing th a t is  try in g  to d e s tro y  tiie so u ls  of m en  a ll 

o v e r the  w o rld . " And he  w en t on to say  th a t in  h is  v iew  m any  in  th is  co u n try  

and  in  E u ro p e  a r e  fo rg e ttin g  ev en ts  th a t happened  no t so v e ry  long a g o , " b u t  

I su p p o se  eatiagt b re a d  is  soon fo rg o tte n . E x c e lle n t lin e . H e no ted  th a t 

A u s tr a l ia  and New Z e a la n d  a r e  su p p o rtin g  th e  U, S, e ffo r t in  V ie tn am . "B e ca u se  

th ey  a r e  c lo se  to  th is  p e r i l ,  th ey  know th a t th is  p e r i l  is  th e re  and i t  w ould 

an n ih ila te  th em  and th e ir  p eo p le  bu t fo r  the pow er of the. U nited  S ta te s  of 

A m e r ic a , " And th en  w e w en t on to say  som e v e ry  g ra c io u s  and  o v e r -g e n e ro u s  ; 

th in g s  abou t m e . H e h ad  sa id  a l l  of th is  to m e  e a r l i e r  and p r iv a te ly , I had  by 

< no m e a n s  though t h e  w ould say  i t  p u b lic ly  and I w as ab so lu te ly  glowing..

On th e  C o u rth o u se  S q u are  the th re e  g a rd e n  c lu b s  of G onzales  h ad  

done so m e  lan d sc ap in g . A t the foo t of the  p la tfo rm  I m e t  them  and thanked  

th em  and th en  to g e th e r  w e p lan ted  a  S pan ish  oak. We sa id  goodbye a l l  around^ 

c lim b e d  in to  o u r b u se s  and w e re  off fo r  the  la s t  s top  of the day  and fin a lly  

( ) :■ ■'.' lunch ,

C hoosing  a d r e s s  fo r  ,a day such  as  th is  is  an im p o rta n t p a r t  of the
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p lann ing . I had  w o rn  m y  yellow  o tto m an  w ith  an  e a sy  s k i r t  and a  c o a t and 

i t  p ro v e d  ju s t  r ig h t - - c o a t  off w hen i t  w as ho t and a  w h ite  m a n ti l la  fo r  m y 

h ead  w hen w e w en t in to  the  ch ap e l a t  L a  B ah ia . G re a t  c o lo r  in  th e  re d s  

and b lu es  of the f lo w e rs  and  I had s tu ck  f la t  h e e l  sh o es  in  m y  s tr a w  bag 

fo r  e x c u rs io n s  in to  the  f ie ld s  of f lo w ers  and in to  ^  p a lm e tto  S ta te  ^ a rk ^ ^ ^ T ”

- |e r e  w as a  change in  the  t e r r a in  so s ta r t l in g  and in te re s t in g  th a t i f  I had 

b een  a b o ta n is t  I  w ould h av e  been  fu ll of ex c ited  q u e r ie s .  I t  w as  a lm o s t  a ; . . 

sw am p, a w ild e rn e s s  of t r e e s  and v in es  and u n d erg ro w th , a  ju n g le  too th ick  

to w alk  in . H e re  and th e re  a  ta l l  c lum p  of yellow  w ild  i r i s  and they  to ld  m e  

f  th ey  w e re  o rc h id s  of m an y  c o lo rs . M oss hung f ro m  the  t r e e s  and th e re  w e re

f e rn s  and you  ex p ec ted  a t a lm o s t any m o m en t to se e  an  a l l ig a to r  s t ic k  h is  

sn o u t up ou t of the sw am py w a te r . We w en t to the r u s t ic  co m m u n ity  build ing  

and th e r e  w as a  s ig h t to b e h o ld - -a  long ta b le  loaded  w ith  a  huge tub  of f r ie d  

ch ick en  and  then  p o ta to  s a la d  of a dozen  d iffe re n t k in d s  and  f ru i t  s a la d s , 

p ic k le s  of e v e ry  d e sc r ip tio n , hom em iade b re a d s . I to ld  th e  fo re ig n  c o rre sp o n d e n ts  

, i t  w as like^^all day s ing ing  and d in n e r on the g roundf^w hich , of c o u rs e ,  m e a n t 

no th ing  to th em  u n til I ex p la in ed  th a t i t  w as nsnmotwhat a  c h u rc h  m e e tin g  of m y  ; 

you th  in  r u r a l  A m e ric a , T h e  H om e D e m o n s tra tio n  C lub of Q ttee»v popu la tion  

100, h ad  fu rn ish e d  th is  w o n d erfu l m e a l, to g e th e r  w ith  th e  o ff ic ia ls  of Gonzalei^* 

and the  W olf H u n te rs  C lu b -~ y es , they a r e  s t i l l  in  b u s in e s s  and m u ch  needed  they  

f  ̂ te l l  m e - - f u rn is h e d  the ta b le s  and b en ch es . E very b o d y  lo ad ed  th e i r  p la te s  and

T uesday , A p r i l  9 (Continued)

w e s a t  down w ithou t any fo rm a lity  and a te  lik e  the s ta rv in g  t r a v e le r s  th a t w e



c

•were. I t w as th re e  o 'c lo c k  and a  long tim e  s in ce  b re a k fa s t  in  C o rp u s  C h r is t i .

I  ex p la in ed  to  th o se  n e a r e s t  to m e  th a t b lack  eyed p e a s  w e re 'W e  s ta ff  of life

-■ ■ ■ ■ n  V '■ . ■ ' '  ^
in  T ex as  and w hen w e s ta r te d  b ack  fo r  d e s s e r t s ,  w h ich  w e re  a r ra n g e d  on 

a n o th e r  long ta b le  and  in  g r e a t  V arie ty , I re c o m m e n d e d  the G erm an  

ch o c o la te  cak e  and a  T ex as  sp e c ia lty  of p ecan  p ie , bu t fo r  m y se lf  I h ad  to

■ ' >  -  ■ ■■■ ' . 
ch o o se  the  b la c k b e r ry  c o b le r . Nobody p a id  any a tten tio n  to c a lo r ie s .  The 

la d ie s  who w e re  o u r h o s te s s e s  h o v e rin g  e v e ry w h e re  to b rin g  us m o re  co ffee  

o r  icef^tea. T hey  w e re  a l l  so w a rm  and h o sp ita b le . L iz ' s is te r , .  M rs , R o m b erg  

w a s , of c o u rs e , one of the ch ie f h o s te s s e s .  And w hen a t la s t  w e had  h ad  our 

f i l l ,  th e r e  w as a  b r ie f  c e rem o n y . T h is  tim e  i t  w as the  fo re ig n  jo u rn a l is ts  

who took the lead . T hey c am e  to the m ik e  and thanked  the la d ie s , thanked  

ev ery b o d y . A nd then , one d e leg a tio n  a f te r  an o th e r gave to m e  a  p r e s e n t  as  

a  m e m o ry  of th e  t r ip .  By th is  tim e  even the m o s t  so p h is tic a te d  F re n c h  and 

so m ew h at f ro z e n  Sw edes w e re  w a rm e d  up I th ink . T he I ta lia n s  h a d  long  ago 

b e co m e  co m p le te ly  co n v iv ia l. And I th ink  one of the  n ic e s t  of a l l  w as a  s in g le  

m e m b e r  f ro m  P o r tu g a l,  D r. M anuel R o d rig u ez . By now the  c louds w e re  

lo w erin g  and th e re  h a d  b een  so m u ch  r a in  in  the  p a rk  the  day b e fo re  th a t  we 

a ll  abandoned  th e  id e a  of a  t r a i l  w alk  th rough  the p a rk  though the  p a rk  

n a tu r a l is t  w as s tan d in g  ho p efu lly  by and I f e l t  so bad, bu t I th ink  ev e ry b o d y  

h ad  a b so rb e d  e v e ry  em otion , s ig h t and scen e  th a t they could . T he fo re ig n  

jo u rn a l is ts  p ile d  on to  th e ir  b us. They w e re  h ead ed  fo r  a d if fe re n t p la n e  in  

San A n to n io --a n  e a r l i e r  o n e - - s a id  goodbye a l l  a round  w ith  h o p es  to s e e  each
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o th e r  ag a in  and then  they  s tru c k  up, of a l l  th in g s, "Auld. L ang S yne“ and 

th a t w as the  l a s t  I h e a rd  of them  as. they  d ro v e  aw ay. I t w ill a lw ays be 

one of rriy fa v o r i te  t r ip s  d u rin g  m y  y e a r s  in  the W hite H ouse . '

T h e re  w e re  p ic tu re s  of m e and the la d ie s  of the O tt^ ^ ^ H o m e  

D e m o n s tra tio n  C lub and the  G onzales  o ffic ia ls  and the  W olf H u n te rs  

A sso c ia tio n . And then , w e a r ily , w ith  the  W ashing ton  P r e s s  and Jo e  

F ra n tz -a n d  M ark  G osden  of the  T ex as  P a r k  S e rv ic e  w e c ra w le d  on our. 

bus and h ead ed  fo r  San A ntonio . S om ew here  along the w ay I h ad  m a d e  one 

s to p  to se e  b r ie f ly  the y o u n g s te rs  who had  com e w ith  th e ir  n u r s e s  f ro m  the  

(  G o n za les  W arm  S p rin g s  F oundation . Nobody ta lk e d  m u ch  on the  w ay  to

San A ntonio . W e w e re  a l l  s im p ly  too t i r e d - - I ,  a l i t t le ,  to Jo e  F ra n tz .

W e go t to San A ntonio . T h e re  w as about a  th i r ty  m in u te s ' la p se  b e fo re  

w e b o a rd e d  the c o m m e rc ia l  f lig h t to W ashington , d r in k s  and d in n e r
^  ■

e n ro u te  fo r  th o se  th a t could  e a t any m o re . And h e r e  I h ad  m y  only  r e a l  

ta lk  of the  t r ip  w ith  Stu. H e h ad  sp en t a  good d e a l of the  tim e  w ith  h is  

so n  and h ad  a  f a r - a w a y  look. Now he s a t  down b es id e  m e  and I f e l t  th a t 

h e  w an ted  to ta lk . H e a sk e d  m e  if  the  re c e p tio n  fo r  M cN am ara  and  G a rd n e r  

and  T ro w b rid g e  w as s t i l l  on. I s a id  s u re . I w as u n c e r ta in  w h at d ay  i t  w a s . 

H e seem ed^oddly^a l i t t le  s u rp r is e d .  H is  c o n v e rsa tio n  w en t so m eth in g  lik e  

th is  and I can n o t r e c a l l  ex ac tly  th e  o p en e r. Som e m on ths ago h e  and P o s t -

m a s te r  O ’B r ie n  h ad  ta lk ed  abou t the  e le c tio n  and h e  h ad  sa id  he  hoped  h e  

co u ld  s ta y  ou t of i t  and  co n tin u e  to  w o rk  fo r  the  th ings in  c o n se rv a tio n  in  

w h ich  the  P r e s id e n t  b e lie v e d  and w hich he had  sp e n t h is  tim e  try in g  to p u sh
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fo rw a rd . A nd then  h e  s a id  so m eth ing  about B ill W irtz  who had , he  knew , 

r e s e r v a t io n s  abou t S en a to r K ennedy w hich  he d id  no t s h a re .  H e is  a  v e ry  

a r t ic u la te  m an . B u t I s e n se d  th a t he  could  no t qu ite  g e t out a l l  th a t h e  

w an ted  to  say . I f e e l  th e re  is  a  w ith d ra w a l f ro m  h im  in  h is  e n th u s ia sm  

fo r  the  Jo h n so n s . I w ould  no t be s u rp r i s e d  if  he go t out of the C ab in e t o r 

if  he  s tay e d  in  b e c a u se  th e re  is  a v e ry  r e a l  d ed ica tio n  in  h im  fo r a l l  the  

w o rk  of c o n s e rv a tio n  and  I th ink  he  g iv es  c r e d i t  how u se fu l and e ffec tiv e■ ■ : A-

Lyndon h a s  been  in  th a t f ie ld . He ta lk e d  about the  th ings th a t m ig h t be done 

in  the  n ex t m o n th s  to fu r th e r  n a il  down the  c o n se rv a tio n  p ro g ra m , I w as 

v e ry , v e ry  t i r e d  and  i t  w as som ehow  a  r a th e r  sad  c o n v e rsa tio n  th a t le f t 

m u ch  u n sa id . B u t w hen w e re a c h e d  W ashington , c lo se  to e leven , I cou ld  

only  say  th a t th is  w as one of the b e s t  t r ip s  I ' l l  ev e r  hav e  and I w ould in  no 

s e n se  m ak e  i t  the  l a s t  h u r ra h .  It w ill be h a rd  to top. M y h o m eland , m y  

h o m e p eo p le  h ad  liv e d  up to e v e ry  hope.

I d ro v e  f ro m  D u lles  to the W hite H ouse  w ith  th a t se n se  of ex p ec tan cy  

th a t  you  m ig h t h av e  on a  b a ttle f ie ld  looking fo r  tre n c h e s  and g u tted  b u ild ings 

and, of c o u rs e , saw  nothing ex cep t v e ry  s ile n t  and d e s e r te d  s t r e e t s .  The 

cu rfew  w as s t i l l  on.


