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I awoke toa gray and foggy world and my heart sank Our w11d L

»ﬂower day‘ﬁell .no need to worry about somethmg 1 couldn‘t change

I :-“'. 80 I worked on the speeches a 11tt1e more w1th L1z.A The last one will be

"1mportant-—to me at any ratejq—Then I got a comb out one of the

B Stephensons of J’ohnson City, s1gned p1ctures and autographs.-—fhls 1s

‘ always a part of every v151t, @,nd talked to Lyndon who is at Camp Dav1d

-and about to go 1nto meetmgs. ‘His voice Was qu1te calm, the least flurrled of ., :

any w1th Whom I had ta.lked in Washmgton.%Then, about nine o clocl&I

- boarded the bus headed for Gohad It was almost a two hour r1de, w1th the U S

ram'm:lstmg thevwmdshleld and a part of everybody s mmd Iam sure'-‘,-at

" least rni'né, was“in.Atlanta; I had hear'd just bits and pieces of what was-

”.‘ff"f"':,' 'going on. : It sounded 11ke a. quorum of the oenate/\there for the funeral of

[N
-

'Dr. ng. Every Pres1dent1a1 cand1date except Wallace/\ even I had heard L -

h.——’

. ;leon/\and Hubert to represent the Adm1n1strat1on, a vast throng. Later T

: I learned 1t was 50 000 peOple. E .u

‘the hi'story“‘of this part of Texas, b-'dibviding' t1mew1th a 'niée' lo‘okiné young man, -

o The country Was..IOW’and flat and dotted with'lixr.eoaks;and gr‘eatt_’_'_

'3plas"hes of wild flowers be‘gan to appear 'a1¢ﬁg the road in the pastures;_
‘ gaie pink buttercups and wild verbfna, coral paint brush and Indian blanket,

. and the skiesbegan to lift:, Joe _Frantz took the microphone and.itold us about |




. seen real use.
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~one of the Welders of Victoria. He told us about the cattle—'raising industry in

‘ this' section :

The bus stopped and we plcked up Zac Lentz, who had arranged to have .

o 'a herd of cattle dr1ven close to the fence There they were--a huge herd some

- ‘ ‘kf1ve hundred 1t looked like, part Brahma, part Hereford a motley lot——gray, _: -

-l

_'Awhite, spotted red Some had 1nher1ted the humps of the Brahmas and as A W

1"

| 'said-—mighty thrifty. They can get fat‘off,of nothing. In fact, they ar'etone, _of_ ﬂ;i_,‘,
7 ~ the success stories of the breeding b‘u's.ines»s. ' There'were a_doz.en‘ or:'_ so cowboys

herding them. I noticed that 'several of,lthern'wore ch‘aps'_‘that looked lil_<e» they had

RS PRI R iy v e e e e o a s

- The foreign correSpondents 'piled out of the car and went up to the fence,

E eagerly taking pictures. It looked' like this was one of their favorite .scenes of
v-the tr1p Several asked me to stand by the fence. Zac' rode on with :us. He was‘ i
: asked about his twenty years or more bemg one of Lyndon s 11eutenants, how

' sorry he was pohtically, how glad personally. "He sa1d M)w you all w1ll have to o

i come. down and shoot birds w1th us and see our ranch Meanwh1le, the clouds

not another exclamation-'left in me'and the'n we would corne ,to another‘paStur‘e,_'—' S

.“llifted and every mile 'the roadway ,was more_beautiful." I th‘ought there Was '.‘f Pl

: ;-a f1eld a sgthat was even vaster than the one before__ I&yery shade of pmk

——

e a_nd red and yellow. ° I had read about La Bahia, all the - brochures, the four ,'
B i‘years of restoration, but I was.not really prepared for the 81ght Suddenly

~in this flat expanse of land we came up over a shght rise and there across

>

RS
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~ ‘a solid blanket of ?unt Brush and a'llard1a and Ehlox there arose th& old

b

) ,_’»mellow _old’stone walls of the pres1d1o and the church It was breathtaklng in

: its'perfection Not the least of its charm, the fact that you had a sense of

.discov'erv) so far'was it off the beaten path

As we approached the walls, the church bells began to peal a perfect e g

- 'theater,. » You could see the little sentry post at the corner of the pre51d1o from

" which the Spanish soldiers must have looked out for hostilelndians It had been

~ built 1n 1749 hut had fallen into a mass of rulns and then over - four years had

f be‘en falthfully and palnstaklngly//estored by Mrs. Catherme Stoner O’Connor
‘at-a: cost of a mllhon dollars. There, as we stepped off the bus to greet us, was

' the B1shop of Corpus Chrlstl, The Reverend Thomas Drury, several other -
Cathohc Prlests, and Mrs, Catherlne Stoner O'Connor, in her 80's, deaf as

a post, lover .of Texas history Who had -paid for »this complete restoration and‘

participated in Vit—-every-loving detail through the whole four'years. You could

- see why? the ‘earl'y Spaniarvds"had chosen this spot for a fort because you could .

l‘ook out in~-all directions. L

The ceremony took place in front of the pres1d1o, t the six flags of Texas IR B

-flymg behmd us, the sun at last breaklng through the clouds.\ We looked out
- over the rollmg pasture land spotted w1th the unbel1evable green of early -

- 'meSqultes and great splashes of w1ld flowers. ,And over on our left, the

plaque that marked the Birthplace of ‘Mexican General Zaragoza, the‘h'ero who'_‘. L

defeated the for‘ces‘ ovaa‘.xim.ilian onIEinco de Mavo i'n 1862 There wasn a lot

'f“‘*: — . "'- 'T,T,:,.,,A:_,;..v..,-7;-_'_;_:_1;('..1"‘_ .



o VIP' s, c1tlzens of Gohad and V1ctor1a I ghmpsed the B111 Bower‘s and the »

v ;. newsmen had,\been prayed over as rnuch as ~1n-these hve days’) And then them»-f" ' ,, P
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o .of hlstory wrapped up r1ght here "And to our..right,'_seats 'for “sor‘ne' of the

l";_‘Zac Lentzes and all through the crowd forty or so young h1gh school glrls/who:.'v o
e were the gurdes for La Bahla/dressed in the costumes of the 1830' That of : 1
'course, ..18;36)1s the date‘ branded on.the mvemory ‘of : ’i“exans ‘1n the more than

.the‘two hundred year life of La Bahia, ‘.t_he date‘that_C.olonel Fannin and his : |

" ,three hundred or so men .were' massacred during our war againSt,Mexico._' It

7 was a bnef ceremony. B1shop Drury gave the prayer (I doubt if these forelgn

Master of Ceremomes, I thmk it was Father K1rcher, 1ntroduced Congressman '
, o bﬁlf*‘ ' o ' :

B .'Kazen and everywhere that Ch1c spoke it was’ th-e rousmg warmth of Lyndon and '

And then Stewart Udall was 1ntroduced He always speaks eloquently and

: .‘earnestly of the th1ngs he 1oves--recreat1on, w11derness, restoratlon.: He v
‘k‘drecognized Mrs.,'O'Connor very gallantly. _ I made rny short speeclb really

relishin‘g"it The theme comblned so many of the thmgs I 1oved-—hlstory, "

E i'.'reStoration,, home_fo].ks and'the‘most beaut1fu1;Spr1ng 1 have everjﬂj»seen_in

f V»»,“’I'exas. ~ And then we tnrned'to‘”u»nv'eil the plaque at the entrance of La Bahia S

‘ behivnd_uswwhich 's‘ai‘d; ”’vb'The'Departme‘nt of.'Inter'ior"des‘ignat'es PreSidiovaa:Bahia.“
as a’regivstered national historie landmarh. .”..v.vAnd justat that moz.nent,‘n a eannon L
fromith,e bastioniover;"in .fr.ont of the chap.elb boomed out., f ! |

. The archltect respon31h1e for the restoratlon, and part archeologlst ;

he is too, vtookvus through showed us, the artlfacts that had been dug up dur1ng L




- the ‘prese‘nf;.‘ ‘He showed us the room where Fannin and his three hundred
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- .‘ " the four years, cannon'halls','bv shoe buckles, spbons, ‘a p‘arf of a pistoi, an'd'

Can ‘exhihilt_ of ee\fen 1evels:of habitation from 'early'Indian tribeé on down to

‘Texans were imprisoned, packed so tight there was no room to sit down or

long roorn with an open hearth kitchen on one end and a heavy.oaken dining

table si.:re,t'chingvdown the r-niddlevwhere they had all eaten--and the old

e ‘.;'.carved doors of the orlgmal pre51d1o. L

The restorahon 1s beautlfully falthful.—- fe hardware especlally

- handsome And 1t has that mellowed look of a11 of 1ts two hundred years.
- This arch1tect-archeolog1st, I wish I conld rememb‘ervh1sv name, took_from o

B hi.s pocket”a‘rather worn picture Of himself"and Mrs. ; RooSe\}elt when the'yv'

: b'._restor‘auo.n. VAnd then he and I nosed so he could have another p1ctnre to _]Oln

iiz; I 11ked thlS’ mornbent Then out in the courtyard there were tabdles loaded
. :".,“;.with'hot', i:afﬁaies “and stearning coffee 'and eweet little kMexvican pastrie‘s and
“’7'_':1.75:here began. the always recurrlng battle on thes‘e tr1oe, whether to. eat " or -}b |

. talk and shake hands? On every _side J ane Young or Chic Kazeﬁr Zac Lentz .

’ _“were 1ntroduc1ng me- to thelr fr1ends and I was trymg to be grac1ous, speak

' 'hked everyth).ng I was d01ng To do it all at once ‘was 1mp0531b1e. .

We walked over to the Chapel of Our Lady of Loretto where Mass has

" lie down, before they were taken out and shot,  the officers q_\iarters-_‘-a big.. . f o

: jhad worked together on a. pro_] ect more than thlrty years ago 1nvolv1ng another <

‘pose for plctures, shake hands and gulp hot coffee all at the same tlme. 1 o
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been held every year since before the Deelaration of Independence of the
Thirteen Colonies. Mrs. O'Connor was my guide and also Father Kircher, SER R
the Pa_r{shfPriest,'_, who had first interested her in this res_toration and- who -

_ha‘d,just given us,: outside in the courty}ard, a wonderfuL little 'capsule_ of "

history th_at'Iihad""earnestly‘tried to take in while signing an autographor-

responding to 'agreeting. On the altar there was‘ a doll sized statue o.f' the - .

_ Virgi,n Mary--the oldest image of the Virgin in any Church in Texas I was tol;d'—-:“:‘ .
L 'dressed incongruously in sort of a peach colored taffet,a of the day.' 4And‘then e "

N he told me the story. Old as she was she got a new dress many t1mes a year. "

et

- B e T T

' Every brlde who was marr1ed in thls chapel by trad1t1on was ent1t1ed to have

a small replica of h'er Wedding dress made and dress our Lady of,’Loretto in

it andisoﬂ"she would stand until the next bride came a].ong.I |

l We walked ’out of the ehapel and then up the steps to where on the wall o

' - of the pres1d1o the cannon was mounted—--Mrs O'Connor and I~ B& this tlme I & ;.3;,;

_'»we were ina hurry—-—by busload-—~numerous p1ctures and then down we came, h
’shook hands all around and so full of h1story but not alas, of tamales or
' coffee.:, We. loaded onto the bus and drove on through Yoakum a.nd Cuero to

. Gonzales. : It was nearly a two hour ride and I have riever seen‘a more -

O

' beautiful one. At‘ One point .as we went u'nder an underpas's, there were o -
’ 'huge yuccas hnlng both s1des of the road creamy white blossoms covenng

- a four foot sta.lk As you would look down the h1ghway, all along the r1ght-

of-way an. unbehevable expanse of p1nk Bhlox, fadlng 1nto deep red Phlox or.
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L Paint grush that finally'became mixed'with Bluebonnets or Indian Blankets

. or eoreops1s or \awne &ups much taller than they grow in the Hlll Country.

Our buses had been decorated w1th paper flowers all across the

e ifr'o‘nt wh).chfhung down some foot‘ or so on the;wlndshreld, I couldn tvbear’_
‘to miss a glimps‘:e"‘orf- sc'ene so I finally stood up and began to take them .
‘,‘down with some gentlemen soon coming to my a1d We had been Jomed by

v' »':,..‘;Mr. Lester Pru:ltt one of the landscape men with. the I-hghwayr Depa.rtment

RN AT

S ] flowers'of the area. Knowledgeable as he was -b-&t not as enthu51astlc a.

'1salesman as I 1mag1ned myself to be. At one po1nt 1 took the loud speaker N

_/

| and told them I wanted to add three v1gnettes of the day. One4they had

S probably not1ced when we stopped back there to see the herd of cattle that

stayed a few mlnutes and returned. ‘What I.had been}domg-was to meet a. :

o : g.roup"of migrant SChool children that were ,enroute tothe ceremony at R
'Gohad They were bemg taken as a sort of f1e1d trip to see some hlstory |
B jf'jthat was past and a t1ny l1tt1e b1t of 1t as 1t happened %.,The mlgrant i

‘ v ‘school ch1ldren, were one of the problems of our day. Thelr parents traveled

.Michigan, wherever there ’were',erop_s to be ha'rves'ted, but for'six.rno'nth_s:
" _they went to school, a special school, in Robstown,: Texas. How did they

"~ crowd a whole'yearb‘s education into six months?_, 'Th_ey w.en't from 8:30 in- |

: and he took the loud speaker and told the newsmen on my bus about the w11d il

e I had gone on ahead and entered another bus that had drawn up bes1de us, o T

to the citrus’or'chards of_ the Va.lley,' the Mﬁeldsof =
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‘the r‘norning to 4:30 in the a.fternoon,f ;,’I‘hey' had been nearly all Latin
- v_iiAmerican.s,ﬂ 'nearly all bright eyed’and 'srniling.'_‘ This was no perfect .

»A,a',rnsvver to ‘their education, but i't ‘Was.a recogniied problem and a good‘ 3

40

o ,try. , Another v1gnette, a courtly old gentleman that I had met and I th1nk »

MW’/

several of them'also, 1n the courtyard back at La Bahla, obv1ously a Latmo, : 'v

’ was 1ntroduced by Chic Kazen with the r,g;s:&v-e title of Don (I do not remember‘
} hls name) The story was that he had f1fteen chlldren and that he had sent |
: them all through college{ I had asked h1m who do you work: for.;. It‘ was only ' o '
) later that I thought w1th chagrln I mlght have sounded condescendrng. | I-Ie - |
sa1d w1th d1gn1ty and grace "for myself " I sa1d I thmk it is Just Wonderful
| , tha‘t you ha‘ve given them all efthis education.‘, And he_ said, .’ "I do my best‘..‘l.‘

' And I pointed out to these correspondents that that was a great citizen.” And" L

then I motioned 'toithe side vvhere“therewas one of the Texas Highway Parks '

o 'and told them that there were a httle over a thousand of these dottlng the :'. L
; ro’ads frorn one end of Texas to the other, that Lyndon had bu11t some of the

:f1r st ones back in the days of the NYA On a 11ttle- traveled stretch of road

‘we madde:a 'stop. Everybody got ou't and there- o"n our left was the most sohd S
v'.blanket of bluebonnet pamt brush--all the vvholew1de palette of colors.‘ ,‘
-'.Somebody in our party had a‘sked p‘erm1s 51on the day before of a Negro : .'

\ woman Who owned the property, 1f we could stop and take p1ctures but had -v :

not told her: who it was, She came out of her little house, a very modest one,. -

apologizing 4for her dress. We shook hands all around and then w1th a background

s et : S i e e e . et o et D e




. L 'they look you over and they dec1de whether you are the man that they want to

* of liveoaks _wei took pictures of me and all the Germans, me and all the
4 Italians,' g_roup"after group, »sitttng in the bluebonnets/' Every now and

- then someb‘ody,\saying watch out for rattle snakes. It was a gloriou’s scene. .
. we drove on to Gonzales} 'gy thls time almost unable to exc1a1m any more.. ...

" Frantz having briefed us well beforehand on:the“‘gome and take it story of v .

. .Gonzales; ‘on Tra{ris; -letter frorn the Alamo,' and the only rnen who r’esponded'--f

: of death at the Alamo. And here on the courthouse square at Gonzales was s
- the wrap—u’p scene--’s_ort of an official goodby‘e for our five day trip. I have
had a long love affalr w1th the courthouse squares To a Texas politican of Do :
our tune they are what 'I!hee-ger-a must have been to the Greeks. ; It is where PR

| you stand before the pubhc and state your views and look them in the eye a.nd SRR

.represent them or not oL

’ 1W11d ﬂower bouquet boy scouts, g1r1 scouts, FHA glrls, the Gonzales ngh
School Band L1z' brother 1n—1aw, County J'udge J'ohn Romberg, the Mayor
~and a11 the off1c1a1s We mounted the platform. There_vwas an_;nvocatton )

and the band played America the B eautiful, what else, and we all joined'yinv“

~fi968
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I myself could not ha.ve con_)ured up more in my 1mag1nat10n And then

It was two o'cloc’k when we reached the Lexingto'n of Texas, Joe

i

~

| _' Wef s-tepped off-thebuses"-to a farntliar 'scene,' the ornatevuold c"ourthouse.'.'_f g

part Gothic, part Vi'ctorian. Slx 11tt1e Browmes hned up to present me w1th a

the 11tt1e band from Gonzales who had actually fought the1r way 1nto the Ja.ws, Tra L ‘.; .
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singing; 'Welcomes and‘introduction"s Ch1c Kazen saymg good thlngs about o
RORE Lyndon and more th1ngs about me than I deserved And then Stu Udall who *

: addressed h1mself to Just what I was g01ng to say and in a s1m11ar tone. And

: espe_cially from Washington and the East. M There are across this 1and

seventeen thousand towns about the size of this one. To discover America

: you have to know them,} as well as the citiesr 1'ikAeNevv York, San Francisco,

/

“and Washington. And then a br1ef resurne of our tr1p and of the meltmg pot

B\

" we had found 'I'exas t_o be.- Then to me the po1nt Our v151tors have come at

.‘Ll;:vwo

a time of anguish--and turmoil in our country. "They saw our\t';:tions laid bare,

'v ' much as they d1d the world are not all the story of th1s country They do not

N

: .then 1t was my turn. Seldom can I honestly say that I have en_]oyed a speech-—~ -

: thls one I dld‘ 1 almed 1t at our thxrty e1ght fore1gn edztors ‘and our own too, B BN

| A‘but I believe they have also' seen' that the crashing headlin‘es' that shook us'as o

blot out the progress that has been ‘made across thls great Democracy. Behlnd g

the srnoke of our troubled c1t1es there 1s a great w1de land of strength and

but deeper st111 is. our. conf1dence in the future, and our ab111ty to meet a.nd

n 3

’ master man s basrc problems, to live in peace. For once, I was almost proud
~ of myself and very, very glad that all of the hard part of the tr1p was over.

' _But I was topped' The star of that day was not me at all but Hector Legg’o’ of

Dubhn, Ireland sort of Dean of the travehng Journahsts a towenng flgure

o confldence and warmth and‘ the ~many’c1t1es where work 'continues and there SR -

/is:felloyvsh‘ip and under'standing-."f Our tears for our"country's troubles.are deep, - |
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about six" feet five‘with adLincolnesque face vros'e to deliver a sort of farewell .

_.on behalf of all of his- colleagues and ended by maklng a better fore1gn pohcy
R _'speech than I have heard any Amerlcan make in a long t1me. . ?’I th1nk al_l ;
t "/?:,".__‘“countries owe a great Mo the Arnerican nation and the American people.',' '

They tax themselves, the}r endure, they suffer in the cause of freedom--ln

- V1etnam or wherever else it may be. They made a stand to stop the onslaught

-of Comr‘nunisin:, that'"ev'il thing that is trylng to destroy the souls of menall . -

g over the world. " And he went on to say that in his view nuany’in this country

B .3<and in' E'ur'ope a.re ‘forg‘etting events ‘that happened not so ireryi long a'g.o',]: l’b}u}t» .
I 'suppose eatf{n‘g bread is ’soon forgotten | Excellent lme. He not.ed that
- Austr‘al1a and New Zealand are“ supportlng the U S. effort in“V;.ietnatn.‘ g “‘Be.caus‘e
v:.‘they are close to thls perll they know that th1s per1l is there and it would . ‘
a vann1h11ate them and the1r people but for the power of the Un1ted States of .
i »Amer1ca..” And then. we went on-to say some ver.}t gracmus and over- generous

"’__l*‘f’_,t":_things about me, He had sa1d all of thls to me earher and pr1vately. I had byv B

.:no means thought he would say 1t pubhcly and I was absolutely glowmg. S o

On the Courthouse Square the three garden clubs of Gonzales had

T i'done some landscapmg At the foot of the platform I met them and thanked
" them and then together we planted a Spamsh oak We sald goodbye all around -
- clnnbed into our buses and were off for the last stop of the day and f1nally .

S ‘_lunch. '

' Choosing a dress for a day such as this is an important part of the




been a botanist I would have been full of excited queries. It was _almost'a,; ‘

TN
-
J o .

and there was a s1ght to behold--a long table loaded w1th a huge tub of fr1ed

f__100 had furmshed th1s wonderful meal together w1th the off1c1als of Gonzales' :

1968
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s ‘planning. I had worn my yellow ottoman with an easy'skirt and a coat and -
it proved just ‘right-—‘coat off when it was hot and‘a.white-mantilla for my_ B
~head when we went into the chapel at La Bahia. Great "color .in th'e 'reds |

o and blues of the ﬂowers and I had stuck flat heel shoes in my straw bag

for excursions 1nto the flelds of flowers and 1nto ,a Balmetto gtate ?arkaﬁ_'

-Here was a change in the terraln so starthng and 1nterest1ng that if I had

" swamp, a wilderness of trees and vines and undergrowth, a jungle too thick =~

. to-walk 1n -_ Here and therv.e a tall clurnvp‘ of yellow w1ld iris and they told me :',‘_A"." i

they were’ orchids of many‘colors. Moss hung from the trees a'nd there were

-~ ferns and you expected at almost any moment to see an alligator stick his

K snout up out of the swampy water. We went to the rust1c commumty bu11d1ng

4ch1cken and then potato salad of a dozen d1fferent kinds and fru1t salads, ’

o .pickles of every description, homemade breads . I told the foreign correspondent’svf 1

\ . S o , )
1t was hke\ all day smgmg and d1nner on the ground wh1ch of course, meant

\

nothmg to them unt1l I explamed that 1t was ..s.omewh.at a church meetmg of my

t

youth in rural Amenca.  The Home Demonstratlon Club of Otteea-,[ populatlon

4

“and the Wolf Hunters Club-—yes, they are stlll 1n bus1ness and much needed they
: tell me--furmshed the tables and benches. Everybody loaded the1r plates and o

‘we sat down w1thout any formahty and ate hke the starv1ng travelers tha.t we . g
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were. It Was;. three o'clock and a long time since breakfast in Corpus Christi.

B 1 explained to those nearest to me that black eyve'd peas were“the staff-of life'— o

Wi

| in Texas and when we started back for desserts wh1ch were arranged on
another'long'table and in great 'variety, I recommended the German e
, chocolate cake and a Texas spec1alty of pecan p1e, ‘but for myself I had I:o |

choose the blackberry cohﬁer. Nobody pald any attentlon to calor1es vThe'

ladies who were our hos'tesses hovering”every’\kiher"e 'to"'bring us ‘mor’e coffee’ !

. ‘or ice&tea; They_y}ere.ali so vyar_rn and hospitable. Liz' 'si'Ster,.b Mrs. 'R.omberg S

© . iwas, of,‘cours_e, one of the chief hostesses., _And when at last we had had our" e

ﬁll 'there was a brief ceremony. ThlS t1me it was the fore1gn Journahsts '

who took the lead They came to the m1ke and thanked the ladres, thanked

' v: everybody. And then, one delegatmn after another gave to me a present as . .

a memory of the trip.i By this tir-nereventhe most‘sophistica.ted.Fr_ench‘a,nd_-_ :
Sornewhat frozen Swedes were Awarrn'edup"l think. The Italians had Iong ‘ago.‘ S

become completely convivial. . And I think one of the nicest of all was a single

member .frorn Portugal br..Manuet Rﬂo'dr‘iguez.‘":_"By noyy thevclouds} were : :
lorverlng and there had been vso" rnuch ram in the park the day before that we R
3 ‘all abandoned the 1dea of a traﬂ. walk through the park though the park ” " |
B naturahst was standmg hopefully by and I felt so bad but I thmk everybody
,,had absorbed every emotmn, .srght and scene'that they could "~ The forelgn
»journaiis‘ts piled onnto‘their bus_ | They yvere headed for a drfferent plane in -

- San Anto'nio?—an’ earlier on_e-v-t-'sald goodbye all around w1th hopes tov see each .
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'other aga1n and then they struck up, of all thlngs, ”Auld Lang Syne” and o
. that was the last I heard of them as, they drove away. It w1ll always be L

. .one of my favorlte tr1ps durlng my years in the Wh1te House

There were plctures of me and the ladles of the Ottée—n Home . i

: Denionstrahon Club and the Gonzales offlcrals_ and the Wolf H\lnters R

Association;. And then, we’arily,i with the Washington Press and ‘Joe:;

- »-Frantz éand Mark ;Gosddn of the Texas Park Seryice weuerawledon our.b R
' b'us..'and,h:eaded .for"San Antonio. .vsomewhe-re- along' the way I had xﬁadé"shé" | -
B stop to see br1et'ly the youngsters who had come w1th the1r nursvesv from the o
: Gonzales Warm S-pri.ng.sv ]?"oundation Nobody talked much on the way to i'

San Antonio. We were all simply too t1red--I,. a _11ttle, to Joe,Frantz.

We got to San Antonio; There was about a thirty minutes' lapisebefore '

we boarded the commercial flight to Washisgton, drinks and dinner’ o

o enro‘ute fo'r..'those that‘ could eat any more. And here 1 had my only real
talk of the_ trip'w‘ith"Stu He had spent a good deal of the t1me w1th h1s i

» I.::' ‘son_and had a fareaway look. »Now he Vsat _down bes1de me and.AI_feltv_that '

o and'Trowbridge was still on. I'said sure:.' I was uneertain what day it was‘.

' AHe seemed)oddly)a'little surprieed. ~His conversation:went 'somethuing“like

this and I cannot r"ec"’alli‘exactly'the opener. Some months ago he and Post—‘

' master O‘Bnen had talked about the electlon and he had said he hoped he v

’l wh1ch the Pres1dent beheved and wh1ch he had spent hlS t1me try1ng to push o

" he wante'd to talk;. 'He: asked me"i_f,the"reception for McNamara and Gardner _;- SRS A

_could stay out of 1t and conhnue to work for the thlngs in. conservatlon in’ v_‘ "v L

v i
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forwar’_d. "And then he said sofnething about Bill Wirt.z' who had, hellclnew-,‘

b

reservations about Senator Kennedy which he did not share.' He is a very

o .ar,(ticulate"'men'. But Ivss’ensed‘thlat he could not 'quite ge‘t‘out all thathe =~
" wanted to say. Ifeel there is a withdrawal from him in his enthusiasm -
 for the Johnsons. I would not be ’surorised' ifihle got outk'of'the Cabinet or »

‘Tif he stayed in becau'se there is a very real .‘dedieation in him_ for all the

/\-

work of conservatlon a.nd I th1nk he g1ves cred1t how . useful. a.nd effective

‘1;1 the next months to further nall down the cons-e‘rvatlon ptogratn._ I yva.s
o - v_very, very tlredlland_ 1t was sotuehow a rather sad couversetton tha.t.left-‘
much‘ unsa.ld But vvheu we reac‘h'ed’Washing‘toll,. ‘close to eleven, I.coulvdv
only saytha.t thl'S was one of the‘best tr1os I‘llk ever haveend I would 1n no
o ) senSe’malse it th‘e last hur.rahu It w1ll be hard to top My homeland my
'A‘Ahome peoole had hved up to every hope.‘ | -
| I drove from Dulles to the Whlte House w1tlt tha.t sense of expeetancy b

e that you mlght have on a battleﬁeld lookmg for trenches and gutted bu11dmgs‘>.

. curfgw. W.a‘S'Stlll on. /_;2 R

| » Lyndon has been in that f1eld He talked a.bout the thmgs tha.t m1ght be done o |

Tulaegs

‘ © and, of course, saw nothmg except very 31lent and deserted streets Theﬁ» Ll




