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 THURSDAY, APRIL 11 (WO

I went into Lyndon's room early to have breakfast with him -

" "and there in earnest conversation was Ambassador Bunker. He

interests me very mu'oh-v-gentle, ‘patrician. I think -he'nmst comrnand

the'respect'of-people ofvrno‘st diverse beliefs. He was speakmg of

' countrles or people that have a. vested 1nterest in our fa11ure. They

- . were ta}.king' about the peace negotiations and Lyndon said ”d/h;s is- the

' r'nostfirnportant thing in the world-to me." Icaught phrases. "I arn not .

gomg into any Commumst cap1ta1 Iam not going to run or bend or

, stretch“ Thls ‘was Lyndon. “And when YOuasoertained herz‘action to' '

our four suggestmns, rlght now try to get the 1nert1a out of them 1

.thmk he was speakmg of our State Department ”They have got to learn

that they are negot1at1ng w1th the u.s., Fulbrlght notw1thstand1ng, but I

- do not apprec1ate the1r conductmg negot1at1ons by Umted Press” = Lyndon.

'v‘wasspeakl.ng of~the sort of countr:tes that could be s1tes. . "They should be

: neutral telephones untapped good commumcatlons. I am'not'gmng to let" ’

them use me" .‘» And then someth1ng about Fulbrlght thmks he and Cooper - o

ought to head the negotlatmns delegatlon. ‘ At one pomt the Ambassador

'ﬂdrew from his pocket a 'letter‘ from his_wife written right'after Lyndon ’

" had a‘nnounoed"that he svould not run again‘. It w‘as so' sweet She quoted‘.

a verse from the ‘Bible. I th1nk 1t was Luke 5 - 14, So many of these

: letters quote from the B1b1e. Well, 1f'we can earn the respect of people

11ke'Ellsworth Bunker and his v}ife,. Iam proud. At one‘poi‘nthe '_s’aid RIS




be nearly gone by next Wednesday
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rather”Wr}-rly in his understated‘way that the TET offensive had rno're
effect he.re than it did inWVietnami. ‘The Vietnamese stood up to it.*' ': . v' ; {

- At eleven that mornlng I met w1th L1z and Bess and Nash and R.ex e

: Scouten and Sharon in what I affect1onately thmk of as my Board of

. Dxrectors room~-the Treaty Room--and'we talked about “the_beaut1f1cation PR

luncheon,Which iscorning up next Wednesday. It has,”been planned and

' »unplanned' ‘so many times"" We now have def1n1te1y g1ven up the boat tr1p.

I st111 want the bus trlp, but because the helght of the bloomlng season is. »l

over,'..we will _omlt_Halnes Pomt We dec1ded the sunplest th1ng to do

,would be:to pile‘”in' cars and just take the route.. On the way I saw really
' 'very httle ev1dence of the burnmg and 1oot1ng we had read so much about
. _' although we wereg01ng through a part of the _dlst_urbed area. I d1d see N |

. 'paintedon one ”or' twostore windows the words ”Soul'Brothers” ' And

on one 1t sald | "Blease don't take our JObS away”. I guess it meant if

a2 vme““3&¢~eﬂ—é*;;;?i:d;?{

. they burnt the place down. Then we went by Cappa Then along Colurnb1a

Island where the daffodlls are beaut1fu1 but 8o full that you know they w1ll

Back at the Whlte House I had lunch on a tray in my room and

_ then at two o clock w_ent downl to the_lerary where the Institute for .

Interior Design’ers—?-Or rather some oi their top offidials'and B’oard of

.*Dlrectors--were gathered to g1ve me a Cltatmn of Mer1t)w1th M1ss L

Genev1eve Hendrlcks as the ch1e£ 3pokesman and.}1t was because of her,)

tha.t I partmularly wanted to see them. Th_ere were about _t_wenty officers




' and members of the‘loeal Boarbd_of Governors a’small contingent of
Press There were p1ctures and then M1ss Hendncks presented me the "
V'scroll and made a lengthy, ‘fulisome, ’warm, dear sneech ‘about the i .
' twenty fo‘ur years we had w‘o’rked together....l_n her w.ords,A to xl'nake‘
. beauty ln your ‘several hornes And 1ndeed we do go back to the early
) days at 30th Place .when the chlldren were stlll 1n‘play pens. It is one
~ of Luc1 s pr1vate Jokes about me that I 1dent1fy 1947 % not:/t‘l'{e year that

she was born, but the year 1 bought the. b1g couchl

»c1rcle w1th me 1ntroduc1ntr the members and naturally there were several

’ here last m thls room whlch they had s0 generously furmshed for the Whlte
_House--the Akm-l-eportrmt the g1ft of Mr. leshhorn, a new Duncan
: chalr. We had refreshments and I was back upstalrs in about th1rty-f1ve

peace and the "second'one was at three o'clock for a class of Foxcroft girls,‘

* Iwould say”—-'—with their Dean and Headeaster.A I had known Soph1a.
- ‘Lug-MVvas among them and was look1ng for her w1th that spemal
L _ warmth of recogn1t10n that I as a guest used to always value when I

went to the Wh1te House, or anywhere for that matter, and want s0 much
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o ‘

The Nat1onal Pre81dent Mr. .J’ames M. Smlth‘ went around the

from Texas. "One of whom'was a good friend of Neva West We had a

pleasant little visit I pomted out some of the add1t1ons since they were

:\. V. i . : —ééFe_

'rnin'utes but not for_ long oday was one of those days I could be afloat in M—w\.,

"Isorneﬁ thirty-fiv'e 'extraordinarily good looking you‘ng‘ Vgirls'--about Sixteen 7 :

e renrns e e L s . i b e o e
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] Thursda}f, April llv‘(CoryxtiAnued) o

to have for those _I“'shou‘Id know, ‘especialiy" the children of friends. I

" had not d‘onevmy.' hom.ework well.. ."L‘ater I noticed’that Miss: Alita Morgan,

Governo_r Harriman's g'randdaughter, -had:been among the gueSts; I'gbi‘ve'j

k yséIf‘C—'mihus.’, My wonderful staff a].ways br1ngs me the guest hst

and I usually study 1t d111gent1y, espec1a11y Just before I go down but the o .

. day had been too busy. ' I hope the time never comes and now that the

time is short:it never will p’robably, when' I am too hardened or indifferent‘ o

or satiated but try to know them. Very likely there were others too. “ They
L were a bright‘e}‘red,i ;attractive__b_unc_h of _youhg Women. We had tea--th1s R
| ftirne ih the Blue Room-eahd I("s’tood around tal.king to them, much longer. -

B I beheve than they had expected about the Pres1dent1a1 portra1ts the -

AP

other art my favorlte thmgs in the Wh1te House. Sorhetlme in the course _' |

of the meetmg I got word that there was gomg to be the 51gnmg of the C1v11 |

" i R1ghts B111 passed just yesterday by the House, in. the East Room at f1ve ‘
o clock and that these young.ladl.eshad been asked to stay on and so I ,' |

: underlihed the .ihirita'tioh and left them to't_hejir'tour‘“of the house and was 'V

back upstair s‘ "for Iriearly an :h'our and a haif's work .b'e'fo‘re it wa'sf time .to‘ A

‘go down 1n the East Room w1th Lyndon for the s1gn1ng of the C1v11 nghts L

'B111

' We entered the East Roo-rn_to.prolongedk clapping, an enormous_ B

nuirxber_from the Press, an unusually Iarge group from Congress, the -

Cabinet and C1v11 Rights 1eaders, ‘_ and over in oneﬂcorr}ier all of the
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R j'I“hursda‘y,' April 11 (Co'htinu_ed) e

. ,Foxcroft girls which was-to me somehow a humorous touch in the sign‘

of changlng t1mes It was a dramat1c settlng, th1s s1gnmg of the thlrd

- - maJor Clv1l R1ghts Act of Lyndon s Pres1dency, and hlS Speech I thought
, ‘was good "All Amerlca was outraged by the as sassrnatron of the Reverend '
Martin Luther King. ’ It was also outraged by' the looting and bur'ning that

~ defiles our democracy. We just must put our shoulders together and put
: our @ ye J : P nouldat g ( put

a stop to both. The time is here. . Action must be now. Violence cannot E
‘redress a sohtary wrong or remedy a snngle unfalrness” And then he

passed 1t back to Congress w1th an appeal to them to enact some twenty

‘ ‘programs that he had recommended already. th1s year that deal with social o

 justice, We went into the Blue Room for the receiving 1ine. and for the

second time'I met'all theFoxcroft girls and was backl upstairs with' just .

‘_ m1nutes to change, before six, mto my brown lace dress for the mass
' »departure of Cab1net Offlcers, the farewell party that had been. planned
| for the McNamaras and the Gardners ‘and the Trowbr1dges Only'

~yesterday Larry O'Brlen had resrgned and Bess had come" to me rather

gnml'y and sa1d "would you llke to 1nclude Larry O'Br1en in the party
tomorrow as one of the honorees" " I do ‘not remember for sure, but I .

th1nk she sa1d she had already asked the Pres:dent and he sald yes so

1 sa1d sure, We wrll Just g1ve h1m a blank tray and engrave 1t later and
I adjusted the inscrlption which was to.be,'put on it.‘_, These parties;have ’k |

" always held a sweet nostalgic,‘sort'of‘qu’allty saying goodbye to someone - .
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: you have worked with closely and Well'and hard .'and formed sort of a_ o

bond of frlendsh1p—-th1s forged 1n no other way except pos s1b1y 1n battle.‘

' _ Thls one was already a sort of an emotlonal tour de force w1th the three ‘
o of‘them_and _adding Larry O'Brien gave it stitl another dimension. _ But
".'u:nderl:yin'g- all of the ‘events, all of the ‘emotions of the day, was the one -

Ikept on coming back to--Patrick was leaving sometime this evening.

The Alden Smiths had come up to be with them. That is one of Luci's

many resources, a half a dozen or more young couples that are close

| f_rieha;fx}hp' share‘-efe_hything with themn vbdth:. Just as I 'staffted into the

' Pahtf; Luc1 c'alled‘me ian"d sa.ivd“, i"'_Mothex;,; \;vitl yvo‘u c.orh:e 1n ‘ourvv:r'oom' a

' m1nute'? " I vte’nt in, Hei- face 'wa_s‘so .s'mal'l and whi‘te'and the bab'}; §vho !
) .”i’s alvv;ajvrs" so hapbf was te‘stless ‘and fussy. | I th1nk he knew all day that |

RRE s,o'r‘nethihg wasgbihg on.'-, She said, “Mother, Pa.t is lea.vmg in about

s

thifty-mihutes. L ¢ said, 'I'will be baek invjust a-min_ute. So Iwent to'.‘ o

" the door of the Yellow ,Room and the fir st.:be:rson in was Larry O'Brien |

I

‘W'hvo —said:nb‘”»Mrsﬁ.‘,r .Iohnson; I want you to 'know‘tha't nobody has everf~b'een -
‘ mcerto rr-.xetha.h‘your _husband, n He looked so strained I&e oo

felt s’orry for him. i,

turnedhris

' 'qui'ckly'to' the next guest. There was no need of a receiirihg line--so
o informal it was-_—w'e had 'all known- ea.ch' other a lohg tii'ne. ,,{The honor o

h guests and members of the:.r famzhes and closest fr1ends I hugged

'Marnxe and Bob and they both looked brown and rested and so d1d the o
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 Thursday, April 11 (Continued)

| will. " _L‘arry"Temp'le, I belie‘vv'e, had prepared it‘and was waiting for o

theni 'up'-in the Solariurn where rriost of 'their Vcourtshi’p had t'a.k'en Pplace.’

| And so they went down the hall—-Patrlck and Luc1 and baby and w1th them )

the Alden Smlths Later Luc1 told me. that when they got to the a1rport

and Patrrck sa1d goodbye that the baby crled and. cr1ed and beat on the

o w;ndo_w of the car with the palms of his. 11tt1e hands. At ten_n"lonths‘he

.knewnsior'nething“was happening;' i

7 I went.'back in the Yeilow'”Room. - Lyndon was late, of cou.rse,,‘-b'ut S
not very, 'andafter circiling'the room greet_ing all the guests,“ he got down ‘
to the business of his speech with a certain dispatch. I stood by him to

give the tray:s'.. I remember his words as more of a eulogy to the'_wholeﬁ '

bb vouality of ,themen who leave figr a more comfortable and niore-‘rernnnerative ‘
__poStto vwork for th‘ei'r Goi?ernrnent' in the office 'of Cabinet.' But I ',remember
: w1th the rising of the heart one part1cu1ar pomtmg out of a Cabmet Member o "

‘ who was not there. He spoke of R.usk as the noblest Roman of them a11

/w

v i ‘ and then he began by hand1ng me the trays,q the McNaznara s and I gave

- .'1t to Margy. And Bob caxne forward begmmng hls httle talk laughhngly.

: "Once before I tr1ed to express myself about this Admm1strat10n w:.th " _v ; Z

d1$astrous( results”~ And I could see, and I 11ked 1t that the t1de of

emotmn of warmth st111 ran very strongly in hun It was a dear speech

and I loved it and I th1nk his feelmg for Lyndon came through i}hen

we gave the tray for Secretary Gardner to A1da and in hlS cool elegant
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| way he spoke of his grat1tude for workmg in th1s Adznnustratmn. ;Anddf |

- I felt good about the thlngs he said about Lyndon

plet''| And ended ‘With,, "and as for"Lady Bird,"'wyords failv'nie“,

which; of course, left me in amelt’ing confu'siont'of' smiles, And_, then,

Sandy Trowbrid,ge spoke/and in a \l':va'y"very‘much the'ju'nior here. His -

was. the most forthright, fresh, and good and it 'endeared thern to me as

" Ihave inereasingiy feltvthro'ugh these brief ‘months And then Larry O'Bnen

spoke and it ‘was a hard spot. He tr1ed to be humorous It was not I can

 only describe it in one word--lame. )

‘The party went on for‘ tluite a little while and I rnade a point of o

- : s1tt1ng down on the sofa w1th Bob McNamara and telhng h1m a b1t about

the School of Pubhc Serv1ce and the L1brary and that when it opened I : o
hoped that we would have a b1g sort of conclave on great m1nds 1n varlous
flelds w1th speeches on the twenty flrst century and that I hereby asked : _‘ |

h1m to be one: of the speakers And he- sald "you ve got me 51gned up.,

I will, " Then I tr1ed to spend spec1a1 attentmn on the relatwes hke

7

John Gardner's s_ister, Mrs. Doulder, Sandy ,Trowbridge's mother;"‘_:v_.-‘_‘,
- Mrs. Hertiog ‘andvvthe other close friends of the honor 'g_u_ests and as

" 'alWays"on the Arthur Goyldbergs whom I like trernendously," although I -

see the gap %avidenivng.' "
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. What a day it had been.l '

folks hke h1m and Chuck
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:'.I‘hur:sday,v ‘Aprill 11 (Continued) L

| Most of'the guestsleft ahout ei'ght Lyndon had long ago gone o

back to the offlce. ‘ The Valent1s and the Doug Caters and Florence ‘\ -
'Mahoney, who had.been w1th the Valentls, llngered And a httle past 3
" nine Lyndon returned and we went 1rlto dmner.. Lucx, lookmg stlll small

‘,and wh1te and s11ent, for her, and protectlvely flanked by the Alden Smlthsv, \

~had come back from the a1rport and Lynda and we all sat down for dlnner. _

._The pietu_re_‘of Patriol;_ was what I would remember, . It vwasv‘ so o

ordinary--repeated 'all across this land and over a span'of twoo'enturies . o

‘And I was ‘so proud of h1m and so proud of the country that produced young

The guests left a.bout ten and I had a rub and the p1ctures of the

_day drlfted through my mmd I was glad that I had 11ve 1t--every moment
.of 1t—-but I felt pummeled exhausted at the end of 1t and what then must

S Lyndon feel'? E K

A
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