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f  1968 ■

( THURSDAY, APRIL 11

I w ent into Lyndon's room  early  to have breakfast with him  

and there in ea rn est con versation  w as A m bassador Bunker. He 

in te r e s ts  m e very  m u ch --g en tle , patrician . I think he m u st com m and  

the r e sp e c t  of people of m o st d iv erse  b e lie fs . He was speaking of 

cou n tries or people that have a vested  in ter est in our fa ilu re . They 

w ere  talking about the p eace negotiations and Lyndon said, " ^ is  is  the 

m o st im portant thing in the w orld to m e. " I caught p h ra ses. "I am not 

going into any C om m unist capital. I am not going to run or bend or 

stretch'*. This w as Lyndon, **And when you ascerta in ed  her action  to 

( our four su ggestion s, right now try to get the in ertia  out of them". I

think he w as speaking of our State D epartm ent. “They have got to learn  

that they are  negotiating with the U. S. , Fulbright notwithstanding, but I 

do not appreciate their conducting negotiations by United P r e ss" . Lyndon : 

w as speaking of the so rt of countries that could be s ite s , "They should be 

neutral, telephones untapped, good com m unications. I am not going to le t  

them  u se  m e". And then som ething about Fulbright thinks he and Cooper  

ought to head the negotiations delegation. At one point the A m bassador  

drew from  h is  pocket a le tter  from  h is w ife w ritten  right after Lyndon 

had announced that he would not run again. It w as so sw eet. She quoted 

a v e r s e  from  the B ib le . I think it  w as Luke 5 - 14, So m any of th ese  

Q le tte r s  quote from  the B ib le . W ell, if  we can earn the r e sp e c t  of people  

 ̂ lik e E llsw orth  Bunker and h is w ife , I am proud. At one point he sa id



rather w ryly  in h is  understated way that the TET offen sive  had m ore  

effect h e re  than it did in V ietnam . The V ietn am ese stood up to it ,  . v

A t e leven  that m orning I m et with L iz and B e s s  and N ash and R ex  

Scouten and Sharon in what I affectionately  think of as m y Board of 

D irec to rs  r o o m --th e  T reaty  R oom --an d  w e talked about the b eautification  

luncheon w hich is  com ing up next W ednesday. It h as been planned and 

unplanned so many tim e si We now have d efin itely  given  up the boat trip .

I s t i l l  want the bus trip , but b ecau se the height of the bloom ing sea so n  is  

over, w e w ill om it H aines Point, We decided the s im p le st  thing to do 

X  would be to p ile  in ca rs  and ju st take the route. On the w ay I saw  rea lly

v ery  lit t le  evidence of the burning and looting w e had read so m uch about, 

although w e w ere  going through a p art of the d isturbed area , I did se e  

painted on one or two s to re  windows the w ords ‘'S ou rB roth ers” . And 

on one it  sa id , "p lease don’t take our jobs away". I g u ess it  m ean t if  o >. 

they burnt the p lace  down. Then we went by Capp^. Then along C olum bia  

Island w here the daffodils are  beautiful but so fu ll that you know they w ill  

be n early  gone by next W ednesday,

B ack at the W hite H ouse I had lunch on a tray in m y room  and 

then at two o ’clock  w ent down to the L ibrary w here the Institute for  

Interior D e s ig n e r s - -o r  rather som e of their top officials*and B oard  of

i Thursday, A p ril 11 (Continued)

D ir e c to r s - -w e r e  gathered  to g ive m e a C itation of Merit^with M iss

G enevieve H endricks as the ch ief spokesm an andy^it w as b ecau se of her  

that I p articu la r ly  wanted to se e  them . T here w ere  about tw enty o fficers



c
and m em b ers of the lo ca l Board of G overnors, a sm all contingent of 

P r e s s .  T here w ere  p ictu res and then M iss H endricks p resen ted  m e the. /  

s c r o ll  and m ade a lengthy, ful](some, w arm , dear speech  about the 

tw enty-four y ea rs  w e had w orked togeth er— Jji h er w ords, to m ake 

beauty in your se v e r a l homesf^ And indeed w e do go back to the early  

days at 30th P la ce  when the ch ildren  w ere  s t i l l  in  play p en s. It is  one 

of L u c i’s p rivate jok es about m e that I identify 1947 ^  not the year that 

she w as born, but the year I bought the big couch.

The N ational P resid en t, Mr. Jam es M. Smith, w ent around the . 

c ir c le  w ith m e introducing the m em b ers and naturally there w ere  s e v e r a l  

from  T exas. One of whom w as a good friend o f Neva W est. We had a  

pleasan t litt le  v is it . I pointed out som e of the.additions s in ce  they w ere  

h e r e  la s t  in th is room  which they had so gen erou sly  furnished  for the W hite

Thursday, A pril 11 (Continued)

H o u se --th e  Afci»4«" portrait, the gift o f Mr. H irshhorn, a new Dune an . f e  

ch a ir . We had refresh m en ts and I w as back u p sta irs in about th ir ty -fiv e

m inutes but not for long, vToday was one of those days I could be afloat^in  

p eace  and the second  one w as at three o 'c lock  for a c la ss  of F oxcro ft girls^  

som e th ir ty -fiv e  extraord in arily  good looking young g ir ls --a b o u t s ix teen  

I would sa y --w ith  their Dean and Head M aster. I had known Sophia 

Jjxgm hardt-w as among them  and w as looking for h er with that sp e c ia l 

w arm th of recogn ition  that I, as a guest, used to always value.w hen I 

w ent to the White H ouse, or anyw here for that m atter, and want so  m uch
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to have for those I should know, e sp ec ia lly  the ch ildren  of fr ien d s. I 

had not done m y hom ew ork w ell. L ater I noticed that M iss A lita  M organ, 

G overnor H arrim an's granddaughter, had been among the g u ests . I g ive  

m y se lf  C-minus.^ My wonderful staff alw ays brings m e the gu est l is t  

and I usu ally  study it  d iligen tly , e sp ec ia lly  ju st before I go down but the 

day had been too busy. I hope the tim e never com es, and now that the 

. tim e i s  short it  never w ill probably, when I am too hardened or ind ifferent 

or s a t i a t e d t r y  to know them . V ery lik ely  there w ere others too. They  

w ere  a bright eyed, a ttractive  bunch of young w om en. We had te a -- th is  

C tim e in  the B lue R oom --an d  I stood around talking to them, m uch longer/

I b e liev e  than they had expected, about the P resid en tia l p ortra its , the
■ '-I- " ’■ : lp  : ' '

other art, m y favorite  things in  the White H ouse. Som etim e in  the co u rse  

of the m eetin g  I got w ord that there w as going to be the signing of the C iv il 

R ights B il l  p a ssed  ju st yesterd ay  by the H ouse, in the E ast R oom  at f iv e  

o 'c lock  and that th ese  young lad ies  had been asked to stay on and so I 

underlined the invitation  and le ft  them  to their tour of the h ou se and w as  

back u p sta irs  for n early  an hour and a h a lf's  work before it  w as tim e to • 

go down in  the E ast R oom  with Lyndon for the signing of the C iv il R ights  

. ' B i l l . ' ' V . .

We entered  the E ast Room  to prolonged clapping, an enorm ous 

I' num ber from  the P r e s s ,  an unusually large group from  C o n g ress, the

C abinet and C iv il R ights lea d ers , and over in  one corner a ll of the
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F oxcro ft g ir ls  which w as to m e som ehow  a hum orous touch in the sign  

of changing tim e s . It w as a dram atic setting , this signing of the third  

m ajor C iv il R ights A ct of Lyndon’s P resid en cy , and h is  speech  I thought 

w as good. "All A m erica  w as outraged by the a ssa ss in a tio n  of the R everend  

M artin Luther King, It w as a lso  outraged by the looting and burning that 

d efile s  our d em ocracy . We ju st  m u st put our shoulders together arid put 

a stop to both. The tim e is  h ere . A ction m ust be now. V io len ce cannot
\ . ; ■ V . . ‘ . : ' : -

r e d r e ss  a so lita ry  w rong or rem edy a sin g le  unfairness" . And then he 

p a ssed  it  back to C on gress w ith an appeal to them  to enact som e twenty 

p rogram s that he had recom m ended already this year that deal with so c ia l  

ju stice . We went into the B lue Room  for the rece iv in g  lin e  and for the 

second tim e I m et a ll the F oxcroft g ir ls  and was back u p sta irs with ju st  ̂

m in u tes to change, b efore six , into m y brown la ce  d re ss  for the m a ss  

departure of C abinet O fficers, the fa rew ell party that had been  planned  

for the M cN am aras and the G ardners and the T row bridges, Only 

y esterd a y  L arry  O 'B rien  had resign ed  and B e ss  had com e to m e rather  

grim ly  and said , "would you like to include L arry O 'B rien  in the party  

tom orrow  as one of the h o n o rees? "  I do not rem em b er for sure, but I 

think she sa id  she had already asked the P resid en t and he sa id  y e s , so  

I sa id  sure. We w ill  ju st g ive h im  a blank tray and engrave it la ter and

1968
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(  I adjusted the in scr ip tion  which w as to be put on it. T hese p a rtie s  have

' alw ays held  a sw eet n osta lg ic  so rt of quality^saying goodbye to som eone



you have w orked w ith c lo se ly  and w e ll and hard and form ed so r t of a 

bond of fr ie n d sh ip --th is  forged  in no other way except p o ssib ly  in  battle. 

T his one w as a lready a sort of an em otional tour de fo rce  with the three  

of them  and adding L arry  .O'Brien gave it  s t i l l  another d im ension . But 

underlying a ll of the events, a ll of the em otions of the day, w as the one 

I kept on com ing back to --P a tr ic k  w as leaving som etim e th is evening. 

The A lden Sm iths had com e up to be with them . That is  one o f L u ci's  

m any r e so u r c e s , a h a lf a dozen or m ore  young couples that are c lo se  

fr ien d s who sha,re everything with them  both. Ju st as I started  into the 

( party  L uci ca lled  m e and said , "Mother, w ill you com e in  our room  a

m inute?"  I went in . H er face  w as so sm a ll and w hite and the baby who 

. is  alw ays so happy w as r e s t le s s  and fu ssy . I think he knew a ll day that 

som ething w as going on. She said , "Mother, P at is  leaving in about 

th ir ty  m in n tes ,  " I said , I w ill be back in ju st a m inute. So I w ent toV 

the door of the Y ellow  Room  and the f ir s t  p erson  in  w as L arry  O’B rien  

who said , " M r s . Johnson, I want you to know that nobody has ever been  

n icer  to m e than your husband. " He looked so stra ined  I 

fe lt  so rry  for h im . turned

quickly to the next gu est. T here was no need of a rece iv in g  lin e — so  

in form al it  w a s --w e  had a ll known each other a long tim e. ,^The honor 

/  ^  g u ests  and m em b ers of their faxnilies and c lo se s t  fr ien d s. I hugged .

M am ie  and Bob and they both looked brown and r e s te d  and so did the

• 1968 '
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Trowbridges. They are both so young and handsome. It is cruel that he 

is snatched but of the front line like this by a heart attack at 37. John and 

--- . . 
Aida Gardner, handsome, patrician, and

1 

as they always have beenl\a little 

removed from it all,-from the world of politics I mean. Most of the 

Cabinet was there, Alan and Flavil ~oyd, the Wilbur Cohens, the Clark 

Cliffords, Georgia Clark without Ramsey, and Virginia Rusk without Dean, 

who she said, was sick, and C, R. Smith, Stu and Lee--she said she was 

feeling fine--and Bill and Jane Wirtz. Only the Fowlers and Freeman~ 

were absent,ttnd :there were close staff members--the _Joe Califanos, '1\~e 

George Christians and Walt Rostows, and the .Marvin Watsons and relative.a 

of most of the honor guests. The 0 1Briens had not put on any guests at 

all. It surprised me pleasantly that the McNamaras had requested the 

Valentis. ~!/.t is always pleasant to have Florence Mahoney to a party. 

She was a request of the Gardners. Lynda Bird came. She feels close 

to nearly everyone in the Cabinet:://>As soon as I greeted everybody and the 

t 

i 
' 

I 
I . 
l 
i 

' 
drinks were being passe_d, I slipped out and went back into Luci's room and f· 

there was a tableau that I shall always remember--Patrick in uniform, 

·----· with a huge round can under one arm. I asked what it was-cookies.1fl 

He put down one armful and scooped up his son in the other. 

11 
I hugged them all together and said rather foolishly, !tre you going right 

11 

now? And Luci said, 11No, Mother, Patrick is going upstairs to sign his 

i 
i 
1 

l ., 
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w ill. L arry  T em ple, I b e liev e , had prepared it  and w as w aiting for  

them  up in  the Solarium  w here m o st of their courtsh ip  had taken p la ce .

And so they w ent down the h a ll- -P a tr ic k  and L uci and baby and with them  

the A lden Sm iths, L ater L uci told  m e that when they got to the a irport  

and P a tr ick  sa id  goodbye that the baby cr ied  and cr ied  and beat on the 

window of the car with the palm s of his. litt le  hands. At ten m onths he  

knew som ething w as happening.

. -1 w ent back in  the Y ellow  Room . Lyndon w as late , of co u rse , but 

not very , and after c irc lin g  the room  greeting  a ll the g u ests , he got down 

C -V to the b u sin ess  of h is  speech  with a certa in  d ispatch, I stood by h im  to

g ive the tra y s, I rem em b er h is  w ords as m ore of a eulogy to the w hole  

quality of the m en who l e a v e a  m ore com fortab le and m o re  ren iu n erative  

p ost to w ork for their G overnm ent in the o ffice  of Cabinet, But I rem em b er  

w ith the r is in g  of the h eart one particu lar pointing out of a Cabinet M em ber 

who w as not th ere. He spoke of Rusk as the n ob lest Rom an of them  a ll  

and then he began by handing m e  the traysy| the M cN am ara's and I gave  

i t  to M argy. And Bob cam e forw ard beginning h is  litt le  talk laughlingly. 

"Once b efore  I tr ied  to ex p ress  m y se lf  about this A dm inistration  with  

d isa stro u s  resu lts" . And I could see , and I liked it, that the tide of .

em otion of w arm th s t i l l  ran very  strongly  in h im . It w as a dear speech  

 ̂ ; and I loved  it  and I think h is  fee lin g  for Lyndon cam e through^2^ ^ ~ ^ en

we gave the tray  for S ecretary  Gardner to Aida and in h is  coo l e legan t
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way he spoke of h is gratitude for working in this A dm inistration . And

■ ' ■ /  1968

I fe lt  good about the things he said  about Lyndon-

pu—j— ^- - i t i ni l ^l i i i i i l  ir iw i^ lr i in iT  .nil

^  And  ended with, "and as for Lady B ird , w ords fa il m e", 

which, of co u rse , le ft  m e in  a m elting  confusion of sm ile s . And then,

Sandy Trow bridge spoke and in a way very  m uch the junior h ere . H is 

w as the m p st forthright, fresh , and good and it endeared them  to m e as 

I have in crea sin g ly  fe lt  through th ese  b rief m onths. And then L arry O 'B rien  

r  / spoke and it  w as a hard spot. He tr ied  to be hum orous. It w as not. I can

only d escr ib e  it  in one w o rd --la m e .

• The party w ent on for quite a little  w hile and I m ade a point of 

sitting  down on the sofa  w ith Bob M cNam ara and te llin g  h im  a b it about 

the School of P ublic S erv ice  and the L ibrary and that when it  opened I 

hoped that w e would have a big so rt of conclave on great m inds in variou s  

fie ld s  w ith sp eech es on the tw en ty -first century and that I hereb y  asked  

him  to be one of the sp eak ers. And he said, "you've got m e signed  up.

I w ill. " Then I tr ied  to spend sp e c ia l attention on the r e la tiv e s  lik e  

John G ardner's s is te r , M rs, D oulder, Sandy T row bridge's m other,

M rs. H ertzog  and the other c lo se  frien ds of the honor gu ests and as 

alw ays on the Arthur G oldbergs whom I like trem endously , although I 

r se e  the gap widening.
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(

M ost of the gu ests  le ft  about eight. Lyndon had long ago gone 

back to the o ffice . The V alentis and the Doug C aters and F lo ren ce  

M ahoney, who had been with the V alentis, lingered . And a litt le  past  

nine Lyndon returned and w e w ent ii^o dinner. Luci, looking s t i l l  sm a ll 

iand w hite and silen t,, for h er , and p ro tectiv e ly  flanked by the A lden Sm iths, 

had com e back from  the a irport and Lynda and we a ll sat down for dinner. 

What a day it  had been!

The p ictu re of P atr ick  was what I would rem em b er. It w as so  

o rd in a ry --rep ea ted  a ll a c ro ss  this land and over a span of two c e n tu r ie s .  

And I w as so proud of h im  and so proud of the country that produced young 

fo lk s lik e h im  and Chuck. ; .

The gu ests  le ft  about ten and I had a rub and the p ictu res of the 

day drifted  through m y m ind. I w as glad that I had liv e  i t - - e v e r y  m om ent . 

of it- -b u t  I fe lt  pum m eled, exhausted at the end of it  and what then m ust  

Lyndon fee l?

r


