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SATURDAY. A P R IL  13

S a tu rd ay , A p r il  13 w as a s  n e a r  id^aJric a s  a  day  can  b e . Som e of 

th e  h ea d lin e s  w e re  ea s in g  up, D. C. cu rfew  off, g ra d u a l p u ll-o u t of GIs

s t a r t s .  - I '  T lUTlI II . I i "IF  till

A fte r  th e  s tre n u o u s  dem anding  la s t  th ir te e n  daysyi o r  w as i t  tw o l i f e t im e s ^  

th is  w as s o r t  of an  is la n d  of p e a c e  and r e s t  th is  w eekend . '

In  th e  m o rn in g  I d ro v e  in to  Jo h n so n  C ity  w ith  M r. M y ers  and  

M r. G riff ith  f ro m  th e  P o s t  O ffice D ep a rtm en t and d is c u s s e d  w ith  th e m  th e  

p o s s ib le  new p o s t  o ffice  in  Jo h n so n  C ity , T hey  show ed m e  th e  s_igfefrs7 th e  

p r ic e ,  w hat i t  w ould  do to  re v iv e  th e  l i t t le  tow n, a l l  d ic ta te d  th e  s i te  of th e  ^

/ ' p r e s e n t  p o s t  o ffice  p lu s  an  ad jo in ing  bu ild ing . It w ould m ak e  a  good l i t t le

p a c k a g e  th e r e  r ig h t  next d o o r to  th e  bank  w hich  looks so g ra n d  and  a c r o s s  f ro m  

th e  c o u r t h o u se  w h ic l^ V ic to ria n  m o n s tro s i ty  though  i t  isy ^ is^ ra th e r  w e ll kep t 

and  has d is tin c tio n . We d ro v e  p a s t  th e  LCRA  bu ild ing  and a  co m p lex  of 

hom es fo r  e ld e r ly  c i t iz e n s  w hich  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  bank  s e ts  a  c e r ta in  to n e  

of e x c e lle n c e  fo r  th e  l i t t l e  tow n. A t le a s t  i t  is  a  m a rk  to  a im  to w a rd . I lo v e  • 
^  j — 

th e  n a tiv e  s to n ^  of jar c e d a r  sha&ed  sh in g le , ^  th e  w e a th e r  looking  board--and — 

b a tte n  and  hope th a t  so m e  of th o se  can  be  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  p o s t  o ffice . 

T h e ir  p la n s  w ill c a l l  fo r  a  p o rc h  and  I lik e  th a t b e c a u se  a  l i t t le  tow n p o s t 

o ffice  i l ia  w ay a  s o r t  of s o c ia l c e n te r ,  a  m ee tin g  p la c e . We talkeid of g e ttin g  

OHr-Bva F o rd  to  g ive  so m e  d es ig n  d ire c tio n  though th e i r  own a rc h i te c t  

N w ould do m o s t of th e  w o rk - -  c o u ld n 't re a c h  h im . He w as so m e w h e re  in



c
N orth. C a ro lin a ,

We w en t to  A. W, *s o ffice  and  th e y  d is c u s s e d  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of 

g e ttin g  op tions on th e  v a r io u s  p o s s ib le  s i te s  and I w as ch ag rin e d  abou t w hat 

so m e  o f 'th e s e  p eo p le  th in k  th ey  a r e  going to  get so m e  day fo r th is  lan d . T hen 

w e w e re  b a ck  a t  th e  ra n c h  by 11:30 and a f te r  lunch  we b eg an  one of th o se  long, 

itteaji^-xxpen-end t r i p s .  We w ent f i r s t  f ro m  th e  ch o p p er to  th e  G reen  

M ountain  R a n c h i  Lyndon, A . W. and th e  K r im s . It w as a b lue  and  gold day, 

c r i s p  and  b r ig h t  and w e ro d e  a ro u n d  th e  G reen  M ountain  ra n c h  in-^MtmrSs 

and  e v e ry  s t r e a m  had ru n n in g  w a te r  and  e v e ry  h ills id e  had b lu eb o n n e ts . We 

s to p p ed  b e s id e  a n  o ld  s to n e  fen ce . T h e  o ld  s to n e  fe n ces  fa s c in a te  m e . T he 

^ s to ry  is  th e y  w e re  built;? a f te r  th e  C iv il W ar in  th e  f i r s t  decad e  o r  tw o by

M ex ican  la b o r  fo r  te n  cen ts  a day^and I go t som e good m o v ies  I th in k . T h is  

i s  th e  m o s t b e a u tifu l sp rin g  I can  re m e m b e r .  T h e re  w e re  lo ts  of t a l l  yellow  

f lo w e rs  and  so m e  w h ite  M ex ican  p o p p ie s , th e  c a ttle  looked fa t and  th e  d e e r  

w e re  p le n tifu l and  w e w e re  happy and  in  p e r fe c t  p e a c e . T hen  w e h e lic o p te re d  

o v e r  to  th e  D av is p la c e  and  th e r e  w as a  s ig h t I sh a ll  a lw ay s r e m e m b e r - -  a  

long  ro llin g  ex p an se  of g re e n  p a s tu r e  do tted  w ith  so m e of th e  b ig g e s t liv eo ak s  

on any  ra n c h  th a t  w e have , a  sea  of w h ite  M exican  po p p ies  and  s c a t te re d  ' 

th ro u g h  th e m  je t  b la ck  angus c a t t le .  I t i s  v e ry  p leasan t4 :o  be w ith  so m eone 

who a p p re c ia te s  th e  s a m e  th in g s  you do,

M atlM a K r im  is  a s  c u rio u s  about a ll  th e  w ild  life  and  ex c ited  abou t 

f  of th e  v a r ie t ie s  of f lo w e rs  and a s  a liv e  to  i t  a l l  a s  I  am . E ven  b e t te r ,

sh e  i s  g r e a t  jo y  to  Lyndon, a s  i s  A r th u r ,  She and  I got out a lo n e  and  took
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a l i t t le  so jo u rn  w alk ing  down to w a rd  Long B ra n c h , so nam ed  by  A. W. 

in  honor of m y  fa v o r ite  TV  p ro g ra m -  Gun S m o k e --  and  o u r  m o v ie  c a m e r a -

m an  w ith  u s . Long B ra n c h  is  f u lle r  th an  I  have e v e r  se e n  i t .  T h e re  a r e  c le a r  s t i l l  

p o o ls  and  sw ift l i t t le  ra p id s  and  h e re  and  th e r e  a  w a te r fa l l .  We c lim b ed  o v er 

th e  b ig  g ra n ite  b o u ld e rs  and  lounged on th e  sa n d b a rs  and  w alk ed  th ro u g h  

th e  f ie ld s  of b lu eb o n n ets  w hich  com e r ig h t down to  th e  w a te r 's  edge w h ile  

th e  c a m e ra m a n  g round  aw ay. Som e day p e rh a p s  th is  w ill be u se fu l in  th e  

V is ito rs*  c e n te r  a t  th e  Jo h n so n  p a rk . . T hey  have som e good f ilm  of th e  w ild -  . . 

l ife  and  th e  w ild  f lo w e rs  of th e  E d w ard s  P la te a iy a i» d |h e n  w e flew  o v e r  to  

th e  H ayw ood R anch  and  got in  Lyndoh*s sp eed  b o a t. He lo v e s  to  te a s e  and  

he know s how m u ch  I d is l ik e  sp eed . M ost of th e  t im e  he w en t a t a  slow  and 

p la c id  r a te  and  w e found o u rs e lv e s  a  l i t t le  a rm a d a  of b o a ts  of e v e ry  s iz e  and  

ty p e  on each  s id e . T hen  a s  th e  L lano  e n te re d  th e  C o lo rad o , he le t  h e r  out 

and  sh e  ga in ed  sp eed  and  w e o u td is tan ced  n e a r ly  everybody . I  hung on th e  

edges and  g r i t te d  m y  te e th  w h ile  Lyndon w ith  obvious p le a s u re  sa id  "now I 'm  

not going to o  f a s t  fo r  you. I s n ’t  th is  f in e ? ” and  a c te d  a s  though  he s im p ly  

could  not h e a r  miy o b je c tio n s . We stopped  a t th e  b each  h o u se  and  he and  

K tatildtl got in  th e  r id ic u lo u s  l i t t le  b lue  c a r ,  A r th u r  and I w e re  in  a  l a r g e r  - :

c a r ,  and  fo llow ed  th e m  to  th e  K r im  ra n c h . T h e re  w e s a t  on th e  f ro n t p o rc h  

in  th e  ro c k in g  c h a ir s ,  co n g ra tu la tin g  ^ ^ 2 ^ S fe ^ ^ n th e  c h a rm  of th e  hom e sh e  

has c re a te d .  A s f a r  a s  you can  se e  now in  e v e ry  d ire c tio n  th e y  own th e  lan d , 

and  th e n  Lyndon, A. W . and I got in  th e  ch o p p er, th e  K r im s  w e re  going to
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jo in  us a t th e  W ests  fo r  d in n e r  and th en  we w ent b ack  to  th e  ra n c h  and

Lyndon to  h is  d e sk  and  s ta c k s  of m a il  and  phone c a l ls .  I t w as n e a r ly  tw o

h o u rs  b e fo re  I  cou ld  d is lo d g e  h im . A l i t t le  p a s t  e ig h t w e landed  a t  th e  W est R anch

to  s e e  a  s tra n g e  bloody r e d  m oon r is in g ,  om in o u s, fo reb o d in g  and  a c r o s s

th e  sky  a  long  w h ite  t r a i l  of a je t .  It w as d a rk  and a  s tra n g e  s ig h t, a d ra m a tic

co m b in a tio n . '  ̂ ‘ ^

T he m e n  s e tt le d  a t  once in  one of th e i r  dom ino g am es  w h e re  Lyndon 

and  A. W. p la y  to g e th e r  and  th e r e  i s  g re a t  u se  of s ig n a ls  in  te a s in g  and a s  

m u ch  ta lk  a s  s k il l  and  th e n  w e had one of N e v a 's  d e lic io u s  d in n e rs .  F o r  

lo n g e r  th a n  tw en ty  y e a r s  I  have en joyed  th e  h o sp ita lity  of th is  h o use  and  in  ‘  ̂

co u n try  fa sh io n  le f t  v e ry  soon a f te r  d in n e r  and we w e re  back  a t  th e  hom e 

ra n c h  b e fo re  e lev en . W hat a  good w ay to  spend  a day, th a t  i s ,  in  c o n tra s t  

to  th o s e  th a t  have gone b e fo re . A nd  h e re  I a m  back  counting  a g a in . I t  is  

tw o down and  f if ty - fo u r  to  go, th a t is - -c o u h tin g  th e  w eeks fo r  C huck. I  had 

begun  counting  abou t Lyndon*s t e r m  of o ffice , ju s t  w hen I d o n 't know, bu t 

I know i t  w as  b e fo re  he w as ha lf w ay th ro u g h  b e c a u se  I w as counting  fo r  th e  

h a lf-w a y  p o in t and  th e r e a f te r  counting  th e  t im e  he could  m ak e  th e  

an n o u n cem en t th a t  he w asn*t going to  ru n  ag a in . B ut ex cep t fo r  th e  b o y s , h is  

w as  th e  s o r t  of day  th a t  t im e  stood  s t i l l  and you w e re  s a tis f ie d  w ith  th e  

p r e s e n t  and  d id n ’t  r e a c h  fo r  any th ing  e ls e .

Oddly w hen I  had to ld  Lyndon th a t Lynda B ird  w as not going to  co m e 

w ith  us to  T e x a s  th is  t im e , he had been  a  l i t t le  i r r i t a t e d  and  s a id  w hy, and  

I ex p la in ed  th a t  sh e  w as r e a l ly  ju s t  bone t i r e d  and  had to  g e t so m e  r e s t .
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p h y s ic a lly  and  em o tio n a lly  t i r e d  and  he had sa id  " sh e  is  not p re g n a n t, 

s h e ? ” and  I s a id  Ves. Don*t you re m e m b e r?  She had to ld  m e on 

F e b ru a ry  2 9 - - s h e  and  C h u c k --s itt in g  b e s id e  th e  bed  in  m y ro o rry q u ite  s im p ly . 

Not a s  a  f o r - s u r e - f a c t ,  bu t a s  a lm o s t s u re  and s in c e  th en  she  has h a rd ly  

m en tio n ed  i t  a t  a l l .  I f  i t  w e re  L u c i, sh e  w ould be d e lig h ted  to  g ive you a  

p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  e v e ry  day . Y es, h e r  D addy sa id , she  had to ld  h im  th a t  • ' 

th ey  had  hoped, bu t nobody had com e back  to  t e l l  h im  th a t  i t  w as a b so lu te ly  

s u re .  He s e e m e d  a  l i t t l e  h u r t  and  w hen I to ld  h im  she  w asn*t fe e lin g  v e ry  ^ 

w e ll, he s a id  "you*ve got to  get th e  b e s t  d o c to r , I w ant to  b e  s u re  th e y  

know w hat th e y  a r e  doing . You c a ll J im  C ain  and you ta lk  to  th a t  D o cto r - 

- y o u rse lf  and  you m ak e  s u re  th a t  sh e  is  doing e v e r 5rthing r ig h t.  " W hat a

fa m ily  m a n  he is la n d  so  th an k  God fo r  a  good day .
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