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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17

W ednesday, A p ril 17, w as one of the b iggest days I have ever  

spent in m y four y ea rs  and n early  fiv e  m onths in the White H ouse. But 

i t  s e e m 3 tJiis A p ril that I face  every  day as a so rt of m ountain to be 

clim bed , of p o ss ib le  ach ievem ents if  I can do it, of certa in  em otions, 

thpttgh-1 wa£»-iip Cbt̂ 7 130. The h ead lines w ere re la tiv e ly  good r-"L ast  

GiS pull out of C ity, " ‘'Command in P a c ific  b r ie fs  LBJ, " and one funny 

one in the light of the w hole thing, "LBJ's popularity r is e s  13 poin ts. "

I spent the next three hours working hard on m y tour guide talk, 

m y speech  at luncheon, going over the gu est l i s t  and trying to p lace  each  

one in  m y m ind. This la s t  of the three beautification  luncheons m eans  

m o re  to m e  than n early  any so c ia l event. Mr, P er  cam e for a com b-out,

I m e t w ith N ash, L iz , Sharon, Cynthia and Jane F reem an  in  the W est H all 

on our tour guide scr ip t and m ade su ggestion s, went over the so c ia l form at  

with B arbara Keehn, Som etim e during the m orning I talked to Lyndon in  

Honolulu. He sounded very  tired . It w as som e atrocious hour out th e r e --  

I think n early  s ix  o ’c lock  and he sa id  he had been awake s in ce  2:30. H is  

ey es  had been  giving h im  a lo t of trouble and he has not s lep t w ell. He 

sounded fru stra ted  over the lack of p ro g ress  and u sed  the w o r d s ^ ta l ly  

u n rea listic . H e sa id  he would probably return to T exas Thursday night 

for our w eekend. I jum ped at the chance to m eet him  there then.

A litt le  b efore eleven , I put on m y p re ttie s t  spring outfit, w hite  

A dele S im pson with a deep p ink-red  coat, and went down into the R ose
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Garden for co ffee . It w as a g lor iou s, golden day and w e ll w e d e se rv e

it  after having done th is tw ice in the rain. The garden w as beautifu l and

tike a lm o st two hundred g u ests , donors, m em b ers of m y com m ittee  or of

file S ociety  for a ijpiore B eautifu l Capital, or of the litt le  group that.go

around and m ake sp eech es  about beautification , or p r e ss  la d ie s . I

U CUw ent from  group to group, m aking, of cou rse , a beeUne for L a^ r^ nce  

and M ary R ock efe ller  and Brooke A st^r and Irwin M iller . And a litt le  

p ast e lev en  we got in b u ses. T here w ere  fiv e  b u ses th is year , Jane 

F reem a n  and K atie and Nash and Sharon and m e as tour gu ides. This  

y ea r , m y la st , nothing could have stopped m e from  being one of the tour 

gu id es. I wanted to jump in  and participate in every  fa ce t w ith everybody.^  

We w ent out the Southw est gate and I showed them  Sherm an P la za  and 

P ersh in g  Square. We a re  starting the ch a irs there now, Just a s  w e have  

in  F arragut Square, a v ic to ry  of so r ts . We have lo s t  only one chair in  

two y ea rs  in F arragut P ark  and they do g ive a certa in  sty le .

- A long P ennsylvan ia  Avenue, M ary L a sk er 's  30, 000 a z a lea s , now 

m uch la rg er  and w e ll m aintained, w ere  a bright flag. And then at : 

Tw elfth and P enn sylvan ia  w e showed them  the f ir s t  building that had been  

drawn back fifty  fe e t  from  the sidew alk and I d escr ib ed  the tr ip le  row o f  

tr e e s  that would som e day line th is great cerem on ia l A venue. And then

W ednesday, A p r il 17 (Continued)

■f S ■ w e sen tim en ta lly  at Independence Avenue^^ And fhird/J the f ir s t

tr ian g le  that I had planted in F ebruary of 1965. I d escr ib ed  the g rea t



reflectin g  pool that w ill be the accent at the other end of the m a ll from  the 

pool lik e the L incoln  Monument. It w ill be fin ished  in 1970. And then one 

of m y pride and jo y s - -th e  447 M agnolia s-a lcngianas and the g rea t m a ss e s  

of a za lea s  that w e planted in  the F a ll of 1965 along Pennsylvania A venue, 

a m ajor entrance to the city , a big shot in the arm  to a decaying b u sin ess  

, area  and a m arvelou s v ista  of the cap ito l dom e through b lo sso m s ju st a .. .

(f"'"'''. 1968
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few  w eek s ago. " And then b ecau se w e w ere  c lo se  to Buchanan/^ and it  is  

certa in ly  our m ajor ach ievem ent and the m o st p eop le-or ien ted  and I knew  

I would lo se  m y audience when they stepped out of the bus, I began to 

d escr ib e  it. Rows of broken windows when w e begun, the grim  dull 

expanse of cem ent, but i t  had been turned into a p lace  for a ll s e a so n s— 

a playground for the ch ildren  on school days and after sch oo l hours and 

on w eekends open to the w hole com m unity as a so r t of a com m unity cen ter . 

They would find a sunken basketball court that could a lso  ser v e  as an 

am phitheater and dance area  and for r o ller  skating. And in the w inter  

with a portable freez in g  sy stem  that would m ake p o ss ib le  ic e  skating and 

in  the sumLmer n o zz les  that would m ake a spray for cooling w ater for the  

lit t le  k id s. We also^find a refresh m en t stand and r e s t  room s n early  

fin ish ed  and about that tim e w e drew  up at it  and everybody p iled  out of the 

b u ses . Sure enough, it  is  c lo se  to being fin ished . The tr ees  are  in  and 

they a re  ta ll. I hope I had prepared  them  for the fact that s in ce  it  w on’t 

be fin ish ed  for a few  w eeks y e t it  is  raw and b ecau se i t  is  E aster  vacation
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the ch ildren  are not h ere . A stage is  so m uch m ore a live  w ith the 

a cto rs . H ow ever, at the foot of the bus step s M rs. White, the P r in cip a l 

w as there to g ree t us and a s izea b le  number of neighborhood fo lk s, ch ild ren  

and adults. And h ere  the photographers took over. Brooke A st^r had 

been on m y bus and together and equally excited  we walked around w hile  

they snapped and snapped--w ould  we stand over by the mound, a sort of 

ig lo o -- th e  you n gsters clim b over and clim b through^ One of Sim on Brynus* 

fa v o r ite  d ev ic e s . How about standing w here they could get an o v era ll 

p ictu re?  And now down in the b asketball court. H ere I could get the fee lin g  

that our g u ests  on the bus w ere  rea lly  im p ressed . This is  a substantia l 

im agin ative innovative addition to the city .

The ch ildren  crow ded around us and w e w ere  a sort of p ied p ip er  

or m o re  r e a lis t ic a lly  those TV cam eras w ere . Then we p iled  back in  the 

b u ses  and drove p ast C apital P la za  and I tr ied  to crea te  som e sen se  of 

the potentia l t h e r e - d r e a m  com e true, &^^j^^a^the raw  

m a ter ia l and i<«8''models of both when we returned to the W hite H ouse,

And as w e drove up the ram p to the 'Southw est F reew ay I pointed out 

som e of the M exican playground equipment. I told  them  how it  had a ll 

com e about b ecau se I had taken a trip  to a park in M exico C ity and had 

been so  com plim entary to M rs, D iaz Ordaz of the gay am using playground  

fig u res  th ere. And when she said  she wanted to send us som e I had 

en v ision ed  two or three or half a dozen p ie ce s  and it  arrived  in  fo r ty -s ix

. 1968 ■ :
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fla tcar  loads — two hundred and f if ty -s ix  p ie c e s ^ h ic h  we had d istributed  

a c r o ss  the sch oo l playgrounds in W ashington. Along the F reew ay w e . 

showed them  som e of the big plantings the D. C. D epartm ent of T raffic  

and H ighw ays have done. And then we cam e to the other of the two je w e ls -> 

a cannon, one and C olum bia Island the other. H ere M ary L ask er had

W ednesday, A p r il 17 (Continued)

/

planted out 800, 000 daffodil bulbs of many v a r it ie s , expected to la st  over  

a span of s ix  w eek s. Nature had been capricious.^ They had started  

bloom ing early  and a ll at once. T here w ere probably not m o re  than.

20 p ercen t of them  le ft. Even so  ̂ th ere  w as a drift of gold under the 

tr e e s  over toward the m arina and gold and w hite down toward the P otom ac.

A total of th irty beds covering ten a c re s  and I described.^tf^how this is  the 

f ir s t  g lim p se  of our N ation’s C apitl that many people see . It i s  the entrance  

from  the a irp ort and a lso  from  the w est, and 166, 000 people c r o s s  C olum bia  

Island each day. My ey es  search ed  for M ary L asker or her s is te r  as I 

d escrib ed  the delight and hum or of that Saturday when I had taken som e  

photographers and new spaper g ir ls . It w as the absolute height of the 

bloom ing sea so n  a ll over Colum bia Island and w e had ended by having our ' > 

own p icn ic in  the g r a ss  with a great m a ss  o f daffodils in front of us and 

behind us the g loriou s backdrop of the L incoln  M em orial and the arch es  

of the bridge. I m entioned that it  w as Saturday, M arch 30th and hoped

they got the idea  that it w as a rather sp e c ia l day for m e. Adam  R oshansky, 

when I d escr ib ed  how the petroleum  industry m ade a g ift of m any bulbs.

(end o f tape but A p ril 17th not com plete).
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A s we p a ssed  the c ir c le  at M em orial B ridge, part of the 265 tr e e s , m ost  

of. them dogwood, w ere a lread y in , and w ork being done on the r e s t , and 

I pointed out that this project w as a gift of the 1965 inaugural com m ittee  - 

an appropriate stam p to leavS on this town. It spoke of this A dm inistration  

and I think m y v ery  p erson a l gratitude and empathy,^^caLne through in  tone 

although I didn’t sa y  it  in  w ords.

A n d h ere, I looked for the Dale M iller s , but did not find them on m y  

b u s. And then, ju st as we w ere approaching the White H ouse, we cam e to 

the la s t  b ig challenge on this bus trip , the p erfect Before and(^fter - R ollins  

P ark  with its  lu sh  m agnolia Soulangeanas, m ellow ed  i n ^ S  som e 30 or so  

years.._^jPools and b en ch es, and statues^ then the raw , b arren , scra g g ly  

W alt Whitm an Park. At le a s t , on m y bus, they got the id ea  of what it could  

b ecom e.

I w aved at L iz 's  s tr ip  as we drove into the White H ouse gate, and I, 

at le a s t , had enjoyed m y se lf  thoroughly and I think our p a ssen g ers  did.

I went u p sta ir s  quickly, for just a few  m inutes, and then w as back in  

the State Dining R oom , going, from  group to group, trying to draw attention  

to the w onderful blow n-up p ictu res that Cynthia ;and N ash had put together  

a s  d isp la y s , of the parks in u se , m any of them from  m y Saturday the 30th 

tr ip . .

I search ed  for  the David Lloyd K re^gers, to d escr ib e  to them the 

delightfu l litt le  vignette of how I stopped to see  the s ite  of their fountain.
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and found the s ix  b ic y c le r s  from  foreign  countries there.

Sherry, and Dubonnet, and Orange juice w ere p a ssed , and then at 

one, w e went into the E ast Room for the luncheon.

T here w as n ever any rece iv in g  lin e , We*d been together a ll m orning  

so  m any o f them I know w e ll. And I, r ig id  holder out-4a»t for rece iv in g  

lin e s , for  once fe lt  it  w as gayer and m ore natural this way. . ,

The tab les w ere a trium ph. B ess  is  an a r tis t  and today is  p erfection .

We had, once m o re , the m enus that had Uncle Sam*^Jiat^full of jonquils 

this tim e. The lunch w as light and d e lic io u s - ^ n ^ o r r ^ e  A p ril, c rep es  

C heseapeake, and ended with the repeat favorite , the flow er pot^- and in  

i t  a daffodil - what e ls e .

I  had re a lly  w orked on the seating  - a ll o f us had - I had the A m bassador  

of the N etherlands, who has contributed bulbs to at le a s t  one sch ool, m ore  

I think, J y n m y  right. W alter W ashington, on m y le ft. And Mary*s s is t e r ,  

M r s . F ordyce. And then one of m y fa v o r ites , M r. Joseph Vandansky of 

Giant Food Store, and w as th rilled  to hear from  h im ^ ^ is  own sto ry  o f  how, 

with a ll  the burning and looting^-^^d window breakingyj the turbulence on 

14th Street/yon both s id e s  of h im , h is  sto re , the f ir s t  landscaped one, 

rem ained  unharm ed. It w as not only that su re ly . He*s m ade ev ery  effort  

to m ake good com m u n ity  re la tio n s. The a rea 's  a lm o st tota lly  n eg ro s and 

he has had a negro m anager, and right after the r io ts , w ith m o st of the

MEMORANDUM . ■
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s to r e s  c lo sed , W alter had appointed h im ,/a s  one of the d isp en sers  of 

food for em erg en cy i^ ^ r  people who had been  burned out. He*s fu ll of 

z e s t  and faith  and a delightful m an to be around.

And then there w as M rs. Louis E ile r s , w hose husband is  P r esid en t of 

E astm an Kodak, and I talked to her about the young folks program  this  

sum m er, Diana*s, and what a wonderful tool those Kodaks they had  

gen erou sly  g iv en /A ^ d  been in the haiids of the young folks, who wanted to 

see  their environm ent, and each other, and wanted to se e  the re su lts  of 

their handiworkr^in those lit t le  neighborhood parks, I think the ca m era s  

played a v ery  u se fu l part.

And then M r. J. Erw in M iller , one of the m o st in terestin g  and v ita l 

m en that I have m et in m y four and a half y ea rs  h ere . Intense, p ra ctica l, 

I'm m ad about h im .

And M rs. Duncan P h illip s of the G allery; and then M r. L. P . G ilvin  

of the A sso c ia ted  G eneral C ontractors of A m erica , I hope h is organization

w ill landscape Walt W hitman's Park - their building is  right a c r o s s  from

■  ̂ n
it^ a»4^I had prepared  som e w onderful p efore andy^ter p ictu res of beautifu l 

R ollin s Park, and naked Walt Whitman right next to it^JHfor h is  u se , and I 

wanted to get to know him b etter . We have a m utual in te r e st  in  the Pal^

Canyon

. And then* M rs, deW itt W allace of R eaders D igest - th is has been a 

^  v ery  helpful channel in te llin g  the country about b ea u tifica tio n .^ F o r  once,

I w as sa tis fie d  with m y sp eech . It w as a lm ost like that old T exas G overnor's
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story , get fu ll of your subject and le t  her fly . And I have three y ea rs  of

this subject^ /in  m y heart and head, and a life  tiine of in te r e s t  behind that, 

and I w as keen ly  aw are that this w as the la s t  tim e that I would s e e  m any

of th ese  p eop le, and I w anted the m to know v e r y  m uchr-^ow gratefu l I w as.
■ :iA■ "

Over the past three y e a r s , the people in  this room  have produced n early

two and a half m illio n  d o llars to take steps toward m aking this nation*s

cap ito l m ore liv ea b le , and m ore beautiful. Not only is  your handiwork

enjoyed by the three m illio n  people who liv e  and w ork in  th is c ity , it  can

be seen  a lso  by seven teen  m illio n  v is ito r s , who com e h ere each  y ea r . And

our w ork h e r e ^ ^ a s  in sp ired  other c it ie s  a c r o ss  the country, ; / .

T his has b een  one of the m o st lo v e ly  springs I can rem em b er in W ashing--

ton's h isto ry l It has a lso  been one of the m ost poignant and grave. That

fact u n d ersco res  the urgency  of im proving our environm ent for  a ll  people.

And then I launched into Buchanan Playground; a resu m e of the sch o o ls ,

Anthony B ow ens, Syphax, Bryan, K ingsm an, But what I enjoyed m o st w as

trying to recrea te  for p icture of that^^y on H ains P oin t, Saturday

M arch 30th. A ll o f^ £ l^ ^ 846 ch erry  tre e s  w ere  in bloom  and what looked

lik e  a ll the people in W ashington w ere out enjoying frhem. j^icnicing on the

g ra ss  , b icy c lin g , fishing, jogging, courting, playing on the excellen t;

playground equipm ent I ran into fo lks from  three d ifferen t co u n tr ies , w ithin

hardly m ore m in u tes, and when I stopped to speak to one fa m ily , sitting

around their blanket loaded with snacks arid sandw iches, they looked  up and
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sa id , "M rs. Johnson, we w ere just talking about you, “ And I thought to 

m y se lf , ”It i s  not I but you that they should be ab le to m eet and thank for  

the sh eer  joy of that b lossom in g  Saturday afternoon. ” The p lace that 

drew  them , w as a place of beauty.

And then, as a lw ays, I tr ied  to get in m y philosophy. My c r ite r ia  

of a p r o je c t ,/a r e  thfi.t it r e ce iv e  the fu lle s t  use, that it  can be e a s ily  

m aintained, and that the d es ire  for it em inate from  the neighborhood and 

its  peop le. And then I d escr ib ed  the p o ssib le  new developm ents'that could  

m ean a lo t for the recrea tio n a l opportunities to the a m en ities  of th is cap ito l 

c ity . The developm ent of an A nacostia  Park; e leven  hundred a cres; and 

of Kingman Lake, a huge, fresh  w ater, sw im m ing lake, the equivalent of 

a hundred sw im m ing pools in s iz e .  T hese w ill take y ea rs  and rnoney to

ach ieve .

But this in  a sm a ll w ay, could be the kicking off point. And then the 

lin e  that m eant the m ost - ^ e  of the happiest ex p er ien ces  of th ese past

y  . 7/if/hathree and a half y e a r s j /h a s  been w orking with you.

And then an introduction of W alter W ashington, the m ain  speaker. 

T ogether, he and I have been  friequent v is ito r s  at sch o o ls , housing p ro jec ts , 

and in  the neighborhodds of W ashington,

In the m o st recen t anxious hours for this c ity , he proved to a ll  what 

m any of u s a lread y  knew - that he is  a w ise , com p assionate, understanding  

lea d er . He ep itom izes what I think m akes a great public servan t, fo r  him  

no task  i s  too b ig , or too sm a ll. Threaded through^e v ery  thing he undertakes
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are z e s t  and enthusiasm , and a b e lie f  that you can ^ersirfrom tro u b les .— 

i n s t r u c t iv e ,  forw ard action. I take great pride in  introducing M ayor 

W alter W ashington.

The M ayor looked  so tired  when he began, that m y h ea rt ached  for  

him . He spoke w e ll, a lm o st in a poetic stra in . He spoke with the attitude,

 ̂ a lm o st joking attitude, that our w ork h ere in the-city  w as of a co sm etic  - v f L 

nature. His answ er w as that'We, on our com m ittee , m ake open sp a ces

and recrea tio n  fa c ilit ie s  a part of the daily  liv in g  and the daily  environm ent
. . . .  i  ;

of p eop le, " And'then he sa id  so m any kind, w arm , generous things about 

m e that-I began to sh r iv e l and look at m y p late, but it  w as a great c lim a x  -

and everybody liked  it .

The luncheon w as over c lo se  to three. I went to the door and sa id  

goodby a s  everybody filed  out. And I had that m ixed  fee lin g  of relaxation  

and job w e ll done, with an undertone of sa d n ess, b ecau se this, w a s, in  a 

w ay, an end.

It w as an in terestin g  m ontage of the people I've w orked w ith, from  

governm ent, M arvella  Bayh, FlavfJ Boyd, F red  F arr , C arol F o rta s , and 

Trudye.Fowler, the John H echingers; and both §|Lle and L orraine McGhee^

. gen tlem en  from  m y splurge at Palm  B each, H enry Dudley and 

F red  Korth.

Jf$D,e two other A m b assad ors, the Mar gains of M exico, and the Sham otas  

of Japan, both b en efactors of beautification . And two v ery  in terestin g
f .: .
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gentlem en  in  their own fie ld s , JLarry Halp^rin and Philip  Johnson.

Donors^big and litt le  - Gwen C afritz, Enid Haupt, the D ale M illers

for the Inaugural C om m ittee; and a sp ec ia l w arm th for the handclasp  of

the R obert Inches of E, S. KLine and Company, who alw ays com e to our

aid  when we are stuck  on a sch oo l.

T here w ere lo ts  of p r e s s , including Wolf Von Eckard and Betty. B ea le;

and n early  a ll of m y com m ittee .

And so  I w ent u p sta irs  about three, exhausted, but the day s t i l l  s tretch ed

\ . b efore m e . In ju st m om en ts, I w as back down in the L ibrary, for the

YWCA film  p resen tation , and tea. __ ' . . .

/ < 'fh ere w as M ary R o ck efe ller , w ith o fficers  and com m ittee m em b ers of

the YWCA, and two a ttra ctiv e  young w om en who had been parti cipants in  the

YWCA work cam p.

They gave m e a film  ca lled  -  A im , A ction, A chievem ent - m ade during

their sum m er at the cam p. Its subject - conservation; its  a c to r s , the

young fo lk s at ciamp; and its  ach ievem ent - a tra il in  the Teton N ational

F o r e st . They had w orked with the U. S. F o rest Serv ice and they hoped .
other YWCA V ;

the film  would in sp ire  other groups of/young fo lk s, to do con servation

in  their own hom e area .

The good Awork's-of the R o ck efe llers  is  in this and so is  m y adm iration  

for them . It grew  just even  one m ore notch when W alter W ashington told
(  . /  ■ .(yf ’

' m e at lunch that Laurence had invited  and h is w ife sometime/"^to com e out
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to C aneel Bayv^and get a r e s tr --^

It's fa st  becom ing an R and R cen ter , for the exhausted of this 

ad m in istration .

We had tea and talk and I w as back u p sta irs  in half an hour,, but soon  

down again , to w atch the Head Start f ilm s . They w ere r ea lly  quite good.

The ch ild ren  delightful, com p letely  spontaneous. The blond volunteer  

a star h e r se lf , and I com ing in at the end of the lin e .

And then back u p sta irs , at five o ’clock , M ary ajid Nash cam e in .

W e co lla p sed  on the green  sofa , and talked about the future of our com m ittee  

for n ea r ly  an hour - the fountains, getting them firm ed  up. Probable r e su lt  

of the days lunch - how we could ca rry  on our work.

I w orked a little, w ith A shton, and then about 7:20 went over to the 

bow ling a lle y , stretch ed  m y m u sc les  in two fa st gam es, b ecau se today had  

been  a ll thinking and giving out of em otions, which heeds for m e b e  

balanced with e x e r c is e .

B ack u p sta irs  I record ed . I le t  the servants go and then I did som eth ing  

I co n sid ered  a r e a l luxury. I went to the icebox and got a good, co ld  dinner 

that had been  le f t  wrapped up on a plate by Zephyr. -5^^k it  to bed and ate  

w h ile  I w atched te lev is io n , ^

C hief King gave me a rub and I was ready for s leep  by 11:30.

One of the p r e ttie s t  sights of the day had been Lynda B ird , who had 

com e in, h er  hair p iled  high, w earing a d r e ss , a ll la ce  and tucks, and tiny
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pink ribbon, on h er way to the W omen’s National P r e s s  Club D inner, a s  
W auhillau La Haye 

the gu est of fiSwiacjiaadaagt I w as p leased  that she w as going, and p lea sed

that she recogn ized  the fact that Wauhillau had been  a good fr ien d  to u s .

And i t  is  too e a sy  to act h o stile  toward the whole p r e s s . I count, in  fa ct,

so  m any of them m y fr ien d s.

’ ' # # # # # #
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