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| Began grey and threatenrng raln, 11ke. the day before,' and my heart
sank' . | | | | ‘ : |
Luc1,}/nd Jane/aaél Charhe Engelhard went to nine. o‘clock mass at
L Father Schnelder s church. What a vanety of v1srtors heﬂs seemg these
| Buteverybody else stayed 1n thelr ro‘om, for a lelsnrely breakfast

| and read.mg the paper) Whﬂe Bess and I got weather reports and worned

| '-'mdecnswely over a £1sh fry at the Lake, or lunch here at home. S i b o

1 walked up to the Cedar House, to see John and Peter Loeb C R.
e an early r1ser, had already rnade h1s way down to the b1g house', and
( o 5 together we walked back»dovm pa.st the row of live‘ oaks,‘. with me oolntlng‘ '
j:o.ut: Where _We always had the‘barheones for » the-Kr"isﬁiné (.Zhief‘.sof .S.tate.'. o
.I‘have hévéri’séen Ter:as so .green;and I"could sing! about1t every hles.svedﬁ
moment and the lsk1es avere 11ghten1ng. " By'the tirhe Qe‘retur’ned 'Ait:v:;as, n :
~as ak is often the case, bLyndon tvho made the deC1s1on -“Shre ’let's go Jon ol
| out to. the lake. If 1t ralns, ‘vee'n Juvst eat ‘1n‘the_._hon'se.i'.‘« o e
| And s;Be%g a,ndI ’reversed .gea‘r’s,v got' the kxtchenstar ed.on‘_’thefflvs‘h' fry e
' rounne, and I‘ ,slent’.o-u‘tfa call‘to.everibodyv :that‘v.vantedto,}é _]omme on a :
: helioooterrlde ito 'see ~rnore country | | 8 |
~ Lyndon stay'ed to work at h1s desk and later to go to St. Barnabas w1thb

Lynda., Just the two of them, whmh in 1tse1£jx/s. a spec1al satlsfacuon to me.'”

And about eleven, I boarded the hehcopter w:th C R and Mary,' and Andre. :
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: and John and Peter Loeb and Charles and Ja.ne &qgelhard and Bess.
e ; W1th the skles 11ghtenmg every mmute, &giwe arrlved at. the West ranch,
_ la.nded on the1r str1p, a.nd cars were already there, and the next hour and
a half was sheer*encha.ntment.

: " The hills were a sea, a carpet of blue bonnets, and sometimes there '

w0u1dbe a rn_eadow that_wee e..meofleur design of bluebonnets and white'b
M exican popplés,. and Wine c.ups,‘ e.nd yellow ﬂowers’, ahd‘ plnk .phlox..- .
Peter Loeb had a car_r)er_a. a..nd the I‘L;néelhards,bandof. course we.hed br:ought.‘ _‘
elohg .the.'White ‘Hou‘se carnere.rheh behmd _{;"s All the etrebav.rhsbwere.f‘ull,' .
'.the'or(ettie"st s1ght any ra.nche rever sees.
We stopped at orxe - cleer, fresh wa.ter, 'runmng over the grvey,.prnk
Bmm gran1te boulders, and everybody explored We found a b1g green
._,11za.rd about a foot long, lookmg)\he was left over from preh1stor1c tn’nes. _" 2y
- There were 11tera11y herds of deer and every now and then they w"ou.ld vault -
over the ‘stone fbenc'e;e in _s‘uccesmor;, like a ballet.v  And I told them the story 5
‘. of the v‘stone‘ ‘f‘e‘r.‘icee - ahd .theln'we etoPped :.a"t oneof my,’very.bfav‘onte ple.ces ’
‘,O-b_th‘e' stonecorra.l bythe et.rve:arr: the._t ie’bordered Withv"_.cyoreeS't.'r'ee"s._;. Ahdhor‘le
'bp.a.»r‘;t:: of the corral encloses oo outcroppmgof sheer gra"nbitev."k Its alwa.ys "
- Ptmzled me l‘eanhot uhdere-tend why :‘a“,‘r.xyif.a.rmer orrancher.?{;vould want
. ttx 'a,_'peh whose tloor'we.e hard ‘ro-clt. ".The.‘ arr'u‘odntgo.f:rne'rrhodr‘s, 'éweat e.rl.d"
N torl, 18# her'e 1nthls old homesead: is a roma.‘n‘ce and e sadne.‘ss to me. .‘

' We took reams of pictures, and at every exclama tion; I'smiled, they
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l_o\:‘r.ed’ rny country. L |
: Jane vsa1d ‘ ﬁds is gom‘g to g1ve Mary L‘a‘sker 1deas Sheneverthmks |
’ plantings-vare big .enough, and here; the L'ord had planted a \‘avhvole Qorid as .
By k‘r'ar'a‘s‘_ 'y‘our e'yes e"onld."see. W1thbr1ght Stretohes 'of fi‘ov‘ve.rs- And som ebody o >
B la.\rghuxgly sa.1d "Yes, next year 1nstead of one m11110n daffod11 bulbs, they'd
'_ ha.ve to get f1ve m 111'10'5."7' L . L | | .‘
’There was‘one incr'edrhty oerfect soot.a pink gra_nite houlder Aand'behind
‘it a rnOund that was soiidl.y coveredeith blue kannets and so sungly, an.d in "
groups, we ali stood and were photographed and 1 vsas thmtung ”What ' ‘
' i albums’ "1 ha.ye to send, as a rnernory of thrs weekend..",i
But I_ltnew Lyndon would Jom u‘s hefore long,. so w.e'went.. o.n‘to‘ the
Ha')'r-'wood and "the,.lan'ddng qu‘i there ‘itself . ‘wavs a banner of Blue:; and gold;' |
and pmk . , S . : . : SR R
Out on the terralc'e‘, the: F111p1nos already had the table set ‘nvrlth red

: checke-d clothis, and Bess had straw baskets and was collectmg wxld

ﬂowers, and Jane 1mmed1ate1y set to w0rk helpmg her. ’ Mary and 1 tOOk Lol

o a walk d0wn through the subd1v1s1on. A good many of the lots ha.ve now -

- bee‘n sbo-ld.ﬂ not a thmg has been»buﬂ‘.t. “A. W. ‘ deftly put frrmly puts me off " o
B in’my. h.‘ope‘ that a part ‘o.fl'it can be :retamed as a sort of a commOn pa.rk .for =
Call of the homes there, and since 1 don't 1nvest one hour of rny t1me, trymg
to helpv sell the lotsand paythe 1ndebtedness,‘ I do not feel I can enforce rny

w13h on'the management of 1t._' ‘,
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Lyndon and Lynda JOlned us about one and the Krlms came in w1th

) the Mashmans in the1r t1ny httle bubble of a hehcopter, and 1 asked the o
| Mashmans fo stay for lunch. And then LyndOn abducted some o.f.the men ,,__-'-

- 1 think he w,antedto have a talk with John Loeb, and they went for a ride

in the speed boat, and the rest of us settled on the terrace.

| I told them about my plans someday, to hght these lovely, crooked R S

| old 11ve oak trees,' 1mag1nat1vely. Even so, and as casually as we 11ve L

R here, »writh'plape‘r _plates,'and ye_ry sketch-y_honsekeening, it has a great

charm.,

Lo It'vznns_t have been 2 o'cl_ot;k ‘when we finally had lunch._ ,James,had fried -

- -the fish" out on the terrace, and we had a 'huge not of b‘la.ck‘ eyed neas, and :
: ’slayy; and'fresh‘:tomatoes’,y 'a.n,dMary's delicious hot corn bread. A‘very
~plebian meal for these New Yorkers, I'm sure, but then all of day was out . -

~ of character for them, -

- After lunch, _Lyndon‘took some of the ladies in the speed boat. ' Peter

L’oeb was partic,ula“rl‘.'y anxious to g‘o. :

And then, we d1 v1ded up between the Kr1ms 11tt1e bubble of a hehcopter,._-———>

‘ V‘ ‘JOhn kept on saymg 1t would be Just the thmg for h1m to commumcate between S

: /

: hls h'omej' and ofﬁce um and the b1g chopper, and a car and as I'remember,‘ I ~_ 3

o~

- »a.s one of the least adventurous, cho,eﬁse to go in a car, and asked Andre, and

Lynda and Bess to go Wlth me, and we a.ll converged on the Knm ranch. e

J

W’hat a funny 51ght. Here on th1s 1one1y hill top, the house w1th 1ts .
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weathered boardand.battmg, and cedar shake shmgled roof has already

mellowed into the landscape as though its been there for a hundred years. -

‘and.the raijl fence and the wmdmlll/\ and three hehcopters - two of them

: bearmg the seal of the Pre31dent of the Umted States./ '_ ) :

Everybody fell in 10ve w1th the Kr1m house. I W1sh" sometime s.?ée V‘ |

B would get some more _ne1ghbors ‘from these:‘v1s;ts. I know where I shall o

. return with all m'y' heart, and I also know that I shall'miSs the‘go'od ‘con; '

B versatmn, the compet1t1on, the exc1tement, of peOple l1ke Mary, and

- Andre, and the Loebs, and the Engelhards, and C R..

The ladles, of course, had a conducted t0ur, and I was proud of Tony s‘ o

‘things that we saw, espec1ally the old wooden chests. 'And there was much L

B t'eas1ng about the Pre51dent1al su1te. Actually, it sounds like Math1lde 1s

‘ gomg to take the b1g garage, whlch they never use, bulld a huge prcture ‘V

- ,wmdow in one end add a bathroom, kan,d make'}t jto a roonsl\whlch w111 be

called Lyndon's very own.

J'ane and Charles had set 4:30 as depa.rture t1me for New York We o

: were a. httle behmd schedule - that most tyranmcal word m my 11fe -so °

o _we were actually back at the ranch by 4 30 and then the guests qu1ckly

o gathered their su1tcases and changed clothes, and Lyndon and 1 took them

, out to the runway,; a l1ttle past f1ve. And Jokmgly remarked to Cha.rles as

ha looked at the six flags pamted on his plane, ”After January, we re gomg

to have to put some more ﬂags on the plane. " There had been 30 pa1nted
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o on‘the 'p'la.ne_which'he had traded in, before he bought this one a few'months: :
ago.

‘We'd a'sked C. R to bstay with us, Everyone else left, and I beheve ,

| w1th a11 my heart that they had had a good t1me. I know. rnyself',‘ 1 had.‘
‘ never enJoyed more, showmg our country to fr1ends, nor ever was 1t

'prettier, nor the guests more interesting and responsive. There's a

’speciai luxury in the tim.e right aiter'a 'part)t ends/\ or”a’ny .period of

respons1b1hty/]no rnatter how much you may have enJoyed 1t, and SO Lyndon

and I - C R. had gone down to the Cedar House - feehng qu1te relaxed a.nd

for myself almless, 'rode around. o
I had talked to Betty Wemhe1mer th1s mormng‘(\ about the poss1b111ty'
&:’.

of taklng her ch11dren and returnmg w1th us tomorrow, for spec1a1 ch11dren _—

onented 31ght seemg tour. : And th1s evemng, I talked to Jewel expectmg

to take her at a later tlme, because I knew the D1plomat1c Receptlon and

a State »Dmner commg up,’ the house‘ would-be'crammed to thegills._ o

As it turned out, once more, it was Lyndon who settled things and said,

- on Monday.frnornivng':,‘ ,-"'_No,‘; you just take Jewel now too.u' "I_‘.'he,re"ll b_ne\'rer' be

' another time. We'll just find room ‘sometvhere in that house." .

A little befofe seven, we choppered over to the‘"Mou‘rsund‘ranc‘:h,‘, and the h |-

' K'rims were there too',, for dinner. Bess, bIess' hei', 'haﬁng finished all he r

dutles and wonderfully, because she was- the autho:c of all the grace and -

prec151on, the ﬂowers and meal plannmg, and the seatmg, and all the real
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o hostess dut1es, whlle 1t was Mary who d1d the bulk of the work And I who

._sunply enJoyed 1t. Bess had left t_o go to San-Antomo, as a guest of \the_\' |

* of me, these pas"t'"v;ns_/e'eks or days, and how can 1 speak of work, ‘x._r{rhen‘i,t is

Lyndcn who haa worked _so'ha.rd?

: But'it Wasb_ew'ho thought to call C. R. and have him join 'ns‘at the

Moursunds for dinner,

B We‘dfcve around while the last rays of light.la.ste‘d.‘ I »shalllvspend the ’

And then we came in to a b1g, hearty dmner, and then/men naturally

grav1tated to the dornmo table. Nita and Melvm were there, and there‘
- began one of those lengthy/{attlejof sk111 and words, and about ten o'clock

o . I sa1d to C R. N .”You and I m1ght Just dnve home "

o Steves,‘ to see ”Hemisfair". nevertheless som ething mnSfi'have take_n atoll .

ISsup

We d1d and lucluly, because 1 thmk it was very, very late 1ndeed well : e |

' _" after one o; clock when Lyndoa came in, Barely half awake, I heard hn'n.

R T YTy Ty




