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' It was one of the days when the Whlte House is 11ke a conventlon hotel

& and the manager is countmg rooms and sw1tch1ng guests into them, back and

‘forth, deftly, she hopes, hke flgures on a chess board

It is the day of the D1plomat1c Receptlon, and I had 1nv1ted Dr. Browme S e

. Bauers -

| “McNe11 and h1s w1fe, we put them in 326 And the B111 erwmsc 1n 303, and

' the RoAy Butlers rn th_ei_Queen' s,‘_ Room‘;r'an’d ,Dr._ and Mr_s.* Joe Frantz'm the :

Li'nc’oln'Room. Very‘few people have I put_there - for the historian ,S; 1

" think, it must have a special aura, but this week it was ‘really designed as

chi.ldre'n's Week.
Betty Wemhe1mer and her ch1ldren, Nan and Rex, and Jewel Malachek =
and her pretty 11tt1e daughter, and her two httle boys.

I had put Marilyn, as usual, in charge of house guests,' and asked her

© to use my oar when possible,' 'ano’ther 'Whe'n not, 'to see that the ohild'ren vdid o

. all the thmgs in the1r days here/dthat would mean somethmg to them. Of e

‘ course, the Whlte House very thoroughly, mcludmg the swnnmmg pool and

’ the well screened,‘ attractwe pens where the dogs 11ve. ' And at mght, when PR

. we were busy w1th the Dlplomatlc Receptmn, and the State Dmner, there '

’w'ere‘movies in the' theatre. But espec1a11y, Iwanted them to see the Cap1tol

And here, to my amazeme nt, though Jake Plckle was out of town, they met '

the speaker, and 1t was through sweet Hale Boggs, that they got spec1a1
treatment. "
e And of course, they went to the Smrthsoman, and I*espemally suggested L I

: that they go to Mt. Vernon, and to the Cust1s Lee Mansmn. e




" about 2i30.
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- Our loss was, that in the1r whole stay here frorn Monday méht t11
o . : - Jewel : : . B
. Friday afternoon, 1 scarcely saw them at all - - just Fuke and Betty for a . -
short dr1nk some evenrng.-v the ch11dren not any. It wasone of.those
terri:“.‘;rc-.crescendo weeks, and ;..found”my‘se'lf ‘test)'rv'andedgy:and hu;-ried; s
There &as one hillar‘i‘ous- rnornent thongh, sornetirne' -in the evenmg, :
o a ga& of. ia,"t‘hreé‘.bear seqn:ence..’ 1 was starting into"Luci's} r&_ofs; and1n R
the dark."ill dimly ‘discerhed two little girisfheads. 1 'had‘forg:otten’ that.= |
. . wehad rnoved C&ve‘h and Clara into that room forthe night,' to.clear ui) ;

'rmore room for the other'hou;seguests.' I Just hope they were sound a.sleep.

LI I had asked Manlyn to get w1th Helen, and choose about four of my ; -
s .even dr sses , and suggest that Jewel and
Bett,\try them on, and select somethmg to wear to the D1plomat1c Recept1o
on Tuesday mght' and then for the’ after dmner entertamm ent for ng Olaf :
on Thursday n1ght
And so, 1t was a full mornmg, Work at desk recordmg, lunch under |

g dryer _at Mr." Pers- for a shampoo and set, and back at the W’hite' House

o ')t‘f) dress in my new black Molhe Parnes.e, Hfax the wh1te ruchlng around

the neck and sleeves, to go to the women's Natwnal Democrat1c Club for a |
_ tea. in my honor, by the mdependent agency wwes. There were abou.t '1'60
guests._ I stood in the lme w1th the Pre s1dent, Mrs. Frank McCulloch, and

'Dorothy\kedenburg Bush,' the cha.;rm_an and. old‘friend, for m_ore than half
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an hour and greeted everybody, th1nk1ng actually, how few of them{\ and
- they are all supposed to be Pres1dent1a1 appomtees - I really knew.
’ ‘Mrs. Johnn1e dLooker, Mrs Roswell Hyde, Mrs. John Horn, V1ck1e McHugh.
_-Y_Mrs. W1lham McChesney Martln, Mrs. Glenn Seaborg, Mrs. Blll Sherr111
1 _Mrs. J1m Wadsworth - and pretty 11ttle Mary Pearl W1111ams. , »:‘

There were a.lso other guests - Mrs. Mary V Busby, Allce HOpkms, R

Mrs. Frank \ﬁ(oz.encraft. I thmk the fact s1mp1y is that Lyndon, for all that's ‘

vvsa1d about h1m, has not been terrlflcally partlsa.n in appo1nt1ng pe0p1e to the
.independent agencies.‘ Seldomv,has he chosen ju'st a stout .]'ohnsonma.n‘., :

. F1rst, he s looked for the thoroughly qua11f1ed man. -

" A 11tt1e later, I went upsta1rs w1th Dorothy Bush a.nd the President of
.bthe Women's Natwnal Democrat1c Club and we went quletly through the

o Sa.m Rayburn Lounge. S

They do have some good old ;‘nctures.,‘ _and a wonderful a.rray of orlgmal
. carto.ons.- ) | T ' :

For the P.resstl the most 1nterest1ng 1nC1dent was when 1 left I had
" got’ten Word 1ns1de.)té there mvwould be a ‘smali group of'ﬂemonstratonrs"
from I/YI?S 319%1Pé}%'it1§8vf§%v meat the .st‘eps, to ask fér mor.e funds »fort o
-‘ ‘theiir, projeet.h'fa.ehf@,,‘ng;_‘L'» S B N
: A tmali °”°Wd had é_“‘.th»eir;d °.“£$id_e§ _aﬁ_'d‘ftjhe ,duPchtCircle' bestnické o

had drifted over and’,i of course, the inevitable television,.creyv rnen. "But

the sight that met»‘my eye'ls were six little eolored ehildre’n, ’pigftailed_and J B
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sm 111ncr _each one w1th a Jonqu11 t'ather w11ted, .m hle or her hand and
e avchape].:.on or ttvo. .'I sa-1d "AYou«don't ha.ve to tellAme who yod atre, Heed'
,' Sta.rt( I Just f1n1shed donté a f1lm ‘wh1ch‘>I hope‘wﬂl brmg youe. lot more‘
_voldnteers._” The lady who Qas in charge sa.1d | "Mrs. ‘Johhson, | vtre"il

4 need your help. L ¢ told her, "You've had it a.ll the tlme and you w111 "

C

and then I got in the car and drove off and t_ha.t was al_l there»wa,s to it.

1 got a little bit of‘res.tvand Mr. Per came for a comb-out, and I put

“‘on my'newest end prettiest Stavropolous, the ﬂowirtg pink chiffon with the -

drlft of whlte flowers that remmds me of Bott1c}ﬂe111. ’

Meanwhlle, I got word from Lyndon that Governor Rockefeller had

'called ‘hlm s lto_‘ tell. h1tn .}that he was in tovs./n.i Lyndon ha.d a.elted h1m whehetrer '.
~he y;va.s,/\ to‘grive h1m :a. .ring. k 't.r.How about-irvxv‘.iti.r_xg» him to the Dipiomette
- Receptioh th1s .evertinngz ':'_ He H_ad.dibee'n "o.n the South.-A'r‘xvmerice‘n ‘desvlt‘y‘eare-
‘ befo‘re, under Eisex.:hoxine;:; Ztthin.k I thought 1t would ta.ke the attennon; the o
'. accla.n'n, the spothght, | off the D1plomat5 and thls was the1r n1ght, the1r : d o
last n1ght w1th the Johnson adm1n1etrat1on. So I sa1d 1 thought not Perhape ‘ | S

' afterward, xn%gaxwe'could ha.ye atgj‘;item the 'famlly ‘dlnmg room, be gmnmg' BES

R

And so, a little before seven, we went into the Yellow Oval Room' for_.;.. '

Y, pleasant quavr.tber hour {vith the 'vSevill'amSa.oa.sae, rand'th.e Ambassa'.dor‘of‘ |

" Belgium and the Baroness Soheyvert; the Humphreys, the Rusks, and the

Dukes., |




. from Venezuela, small white orchids k= in her elaborate head-dress matching | -
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' I'm 31Ways con_éciou_s now, at each of these great, yearly ev‘ents, that
this is the last one for us, so I wanted it to be especially good. Dreés,

'sense of gaiety, personal attention to everyone, and Bess and I had worked

. 'I'he Dean of the Corps is so likeable, - If he hadn't 'been a diplomat,

he 'shbiild ha‘\‘re'b.é,e‘n a.nz acto?. They have been very much a part of our

years here, ahd I've 'com»e to regard them as _frieﬁds_.
- The Colér VC}}'ua'rd came in and escorted us down tHé bg'r'and. svtaibrway for
a grbup photograph. énd then we went into the ﬁlue‘ Rovor’n for f:hé» féceiving '.
line. | | | |
The Dipll‘orriatic' Cofé cvarn.e Ithr'ough ‘first,_" accorc‘ii;‘x;g td‘ rank; with'Angie‘

calling out the names - only a few of them now, wear their native dress,

-~ and that is a loss.

. The wife of ,thé Charge d'affairs/a{the Latvian ’.‘Legatiokn was an _eicce‘ptioh, - .

.and ca..me. in a long embroidéred; robe-like costumé; and a headdress thai: N

‘ lookéd straight out of Brunhilde.
o , A few of the 'Aftriéaf;s ‘still wore wear their nativ_é dress; ‘wives of the :

S ,,:Aﬁxbiaésadcj»ré::_i')f‘Uppei"V_dlita'. and ';lfahbfni‘ - dresses ofi:eh"billbwy and svhbé'er;' i

topped .off ‘with' a huge _wrap-ai‘ound turban, .
Tall, patrici;n Mrs. _Klim'of Korea had on a lovely‘p'e.a.ch—colored native - |

dress with delicate embfoiﬂery.

And Mrs. Tejera—Paris,'oné of the prettiest, h‘er,husband isv'-t}‘xe Ambassador |

her white-lace gown.

R S N OY T R NN TR PY I R T S Vo
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There were 1,'24 Arnbassadorial couples this year, and when the line

. finished, all of the photographers withdrew, paused for a moment's rest =

and drink, and then took on the rest of the line.

;_.It was a-great time to say thank you to many of the people from the vlvorld

© of arts and _entertai.nment who have helped us out all through the year.

| This time there was a sort of a reunion for those who had helped on the

country fair<. Everything from antique cars to popcorn -- my very favorite

entertainment in all my time here I think.l 'Another of my favoi'ites, a Man of; S

' LaMancha, Mr-. "Canel who had narrated it,was a guest’.v And Anita Gillette -

the sxnger, pretty and bnlhant D'iek Collonian who had sung for the S.enate_ L
Lad1es I believe. Robert Rogers of the National Symphony. - The Fred -

Wemtrogs of the Serendlplty Smgers. ‘And the Paul Zisler's from the Tyrone

» Guthrle Theatre. And Abe Feeder who had done some of our best hght:.ng.

.But’ 1t is also a good t1me to say thank you to the many- wonderful people
who have made my tnpg so-great.
7
The Peter Ebers of Mount Mansfleld Company Stole were there.
: 7 CLW

And quite a few frorn Hem1s Falr, mcludmg Cy Con of the Bengal La-ts—rs—-—- s |
A

whom I had f1rst seen r1d1ng a horse at the Ranch He had been accompanylng

- Ay'ub Gonlthan,

- And Brown% McNe11 from almost the best tr1p of all to the Blg BenJ\a
country And of course, some of our friends, town's well known hostessas

who see a great deal more of the Ambassadors than we do. Perle Mesta and

the RX&&'XX)K Dale M1lle1"’s Gwen Cafntz the John Logang3 the Robert
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LeBaron®s and Mrs. Rietzke.

There'was a sizeable eontingent of Press invited as gueste . The Dick

wa—ult [~

Dxckerson S, m LeHgy, Bonnie Angel}o and her husband -- she is always

one of the most pleasant of them, Hopex Rydmg _M111er of Diplomat/ Norma

Milligan_/ Myra McPherson and her husband.

. And some very special old friends, The Tom Mann's, the Lloyd Hand's,
the Lester Lindow®s -- he wearing a high tee-neck shirt to hide a cast for a

broken vertebra.

It's a gala party, and our last of this k.md And so 1 had plenty of my own '

staff. There is nothJ.ng I can do that's enough to repay them for the).r part in

our lives . The Ernie Goldstein:‘;s, the John Roché‘&s, Bromley Smitlﬁs and

Haywood SmlthJs. Cynth:.a Wilson -- one of the 11tt1e gxrls frorn Soc1a1

Corre spondence .

A good many gue stshad ina varlety of ways made life here at the Wh1te House
Z:a.l\es :

more productlve , more ‘beautlful or gayer . R:sua&s had g:.ven the wonderful

fountains for the east Ellipse. Amy Lafg,lleirhad worked on the book of Wh1te
House Famlhes. Young Robert L1v1ngston, who 1s%’son of Molhe Parncsﬁ,

who g:.ves a lot of extra hour to make me ‘look better'dressed Also Lopez

Magu1re, my Spam.sh teacher, who had as good a t:.me as anybody there. o

Anthony Hobartaa Wood, such a r1ght name for anybody work.mg at Txfg@y s,

: who was 1abor1ng w1th us on the Whlte Haise Chma. Scott Klrkpatnck on whom

i
i

1 always rely to get those last- m1nute t1ckets to the Nat10na1 Theatre . The o

Henry Cabot Lodges were there. He will soon be-AmbasSador

% “fGerma@y, »Iﬁl‘ &% '
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Diana

‘ belleve . Andp Anna whom I always enJoy mcluchng

The Cablnet was well represented There were the Ala.n Boyds the

' Ramsey Cl’ark‘,!ﬂ’, Clark Clifford without Marn;'y,' the Wilbur cOhenes, Joe

'and'-‘IA‘rucllite FoWler,._ C. R'. Srnlth " ., Bill and lJ’.aney Wirti. "Lyn»doh anct the
vS‘ecretejtys»took up.their seat‘on the Red Room sofa for a’boutiii’v‘(} minutes of
c'.onv'e.rsation r-ight‘amAidst 511 of their constituency, as well a.e thepre‘ss." And
Hubert Humphrey was everywhere -~ the: most sparklmg guest in the House; '
I had added to thls last d1plomattc receptlon a sort of a _Texae House pe.rty. = f
Towel ) w0
Betty Wemhelmer a.nd Jitl Malechek were there look1ng 1ovelyi_1‘n my evemng
Bowers"’ and the Roy Butler:}s
There was a. small contlngent from the H111 from the Forelgh ﬁelatlons
" Comm1ttees . Senetof George Aiken ahd his hew w1fe who has, I'supApose -not
eeen ehtﬁﬁgh of these partles yet ’to qulte have the edge off. And Hale and Lmdy
Boggs. . And the .Tohn shermah‘ CooPer‘s . | B

then the line'was at last finished, I circled the rooms.‘ There' were

, buffets and qulte lovely looklng ones, I was sausfxed, in both the State Dzmng

g Room and the East Room. ‘

I remember a very mtense conversatlon with the Ambassador from Pakxstan
s henlTh, “

* who was talklng aboutxrxgc Ay'ub Sn-b-.' Yes, he was better. He'd been well

' enough to have a meetmg w1th K—e-yﬁfgm‘ If he can have Just frve years more of

/Iyub -- he was 8o hOpeful, 50 determmed for hxs country, so sold on the

Ieadership ofﬂyub Khan. I find it easyjto 'like Pakistaniés . ?[yub comes up memb

e g S
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for electton next year he said. He‘was very appreciative of Lyndo;ﬂs offer
_ to lsend oﬁt his. own dexnxx heart doctor when ffyub hadthe‘ heart attack. Ar‘id-
repeated 1t over and over._ _ | a | | |
- Bill Ben-;on, next to Hubert,‘ was certalnly the most Man there. "
'He wanted.me to conduct a tour. ot Ambassadors through rural T.e.xas_'lijke bIhad-
done .with the newspaper men. I wish it were possible to know hirh better.
| ‘I remember one h1gh1y amusmg moment wheh I was talk:.ng to the Dlrector
jof the Tyrone Guthne Theatre -- at tie least the show I had seen, I would call
h way out and I had gathered from papers and the story that most of the people
.connectedv“there ~were' quite‘avant—garde. | | '
IA got to talkmg to- ‘this couple about such x th1ngs in the theatre asTheit
»'home comlng and Albe&. To my amaaement they agreed w1th me -- that 15
;n my- neither uhderstanding nor liking much of wh'at I bsee. The lady sa:.d MTo
think that I would ever see the day that I would be called a square, But thlS ;
last Albe@ play, no." And on: that note I went upstalrs’havmg c1rc1ed through
‘most of the rooms and stopped to chat with at least a dozen or more of the
Atrtbas sadors | |
Part of my mind was thh our guests who w111 be arr1v1ng between 9 00 and
“'t)':30. Lyndon had already gone upstairs. It was about 9:15. As_'I had' emerged :
~from the_.elevator on the ,seeond floo.r, there"kwere .our guests whct ha:d been
ensconeed,in' the Li‘hcoln’Room, Drb. iand Mrs. Franta. I knew itb,wvovuld‘b_e a
rnatter' of_’eeeonds \;;vhethe.r theytve ’walked_ i'nto“Governor ahd'Mre. 4Roc’k‘efe'11er“

on their way down. The Rockefellerfs arrived in just a moment and there
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: followed’two .of my rnoet interesting hours in this house. I lvi.lbcedi them very

‘ much Lyndon was easy and relaxed and fr:.endly with both of them. He seemed

..to e3pec1a11y 11ke Happy and always asked for her at h1s table. He was q\.ute :

. ’dxrect . He _sa:.d, 'I want to _rnake--lt clear that I am for Huberzt 1f he run's, and I
thlnk he wili run .f'" : He went "on to say,‘ ;'fI'here comes a time in the life of

'~ every leader to put in his etack.“ And'Governor Rockefeller appeared not -

quite committed. He seemed earnestiy .asking» Lyndon?s opinion as toa profes-

sional ‘who was watching from the sidelines. I remember Lyndon used an
, 5 :

e T _ . o
expression somethmg 11ke thisi' "Goimgsie every state w1th money,marbles,

and chalk I would not have gotten out if I could have felt that I could umfy the ‘
‘ country But you have enough 1mage of sohd rehable strength w?r;pas sion
‘and a sense of s'ocxal.conscmusness maybe you could do it. I do not believe
the South will ever éo for Kennedy or McCarthy.“ He repeated at least tw:.ce
that hlS own alleg1ance, his preference, ,vwas. for Hubert. I thlnk it expressed
- it pretty well his original call when Rockef_eller had gotten out of -it,"‘I 5ust vvish '
-. the Republicane would ﬁ.elld'-their best rnan Sy : -
We had a de11c1.ous d).nner , but I think we could have .gotten hy on hay ——'
so entranced w’1th everybody w1th the conversatl.on.‘
| ‘Happv isa v'ery femlnine woman,,but not the sort*that raise'sli the
. .hachles o'f all the women_.. at least ,not of thi;s woman. She looks at a man )
asvthough she ie all absorbed‘in what his resnonse to her questron ‘or her interest
is. It's v}ery-fla‘ttering. Once vshe‘s_aid rnost directlv, "'Doyou th;'.nh the
»count‘ry will everlj vote for a divorced rrlan-?." 1 don‘.t loiow whether Lyndon:




* ‘spent in this House..
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was “ca.ught olff—base" or rixot‘ W:.th the sllghtest pause, he said somethmg hke,

.; HA lot of thmgs are changmg "

I talked of all the Rockefeller homes [ had been to and 10ved From the

© Virgin Islands to Williamsbo.rg to the Grand Tetans. And Nelson's son I met

out there..

"Nelson was enormously complimentary of all my work in conservation.

"They are such easy people to like.

. For a moment I slipped off and went up‘to the‘solarium WKere I had invited

all my House guests to have a mght cap and found to my horror tha.t no m.s
‘ had been brought up. 1 remedxed -the situation -- got one of the butlers -- and

, ‘orders for everybody. We had about a 5-minutes chat and returned downstairs‘.

This' ha_s indeed beeﬁ a sort of week in the "White House when I could have used

.three bodies. and lots more mind.s .

Th,e. Rockefeller;:;é left about 11:15 I had hea.rd, not very long before, the - -

last beat of the r_nusio and the last cara of our guests of the Diplomatic -

'~ Reception pull out,

We went down to the Diplomatic Reception Room to see them off, 1 went ‘

| ,. baok'upstairs, reed myself to sleep at the end of one of the bﬁsiest days Ive _' |




