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A p r i l  i s  a lw a y s  the  b u s i e s t  m o n th  of the  y e a r .  A nd th is  y e a r  

the  m o s t  d r a m a t i c ,  the  f u l l e s t ,  I  h a v e  e v e r  know n. I  f in d  m y s e l f  t i r e d .

B  18 h a r d  to g e t  u p  in  the  m o r n in g .  It  w a s  a r o u d a  8;30 w h e n  I  w e n t  in to  

L y n d o n 's  r o o m .  E r i c h  H off« r  w a s  s e a t e d  w i th  h im ,  h i s  b u lk  f i l l in g  th e  

o ld  w in g e d  c h a i r ,  w e a r in g  a s  a lw a y s  w hen  I h a v e  s e e n  h im  a  s o r t  of 

w o r k m a n ’s j a c k e t  - -  a  m a n  out of a n o th e r  a g e ,  c u t  to no p a t t e r n  - -  

in te l l ig e n t ,  f r e s h ,  u n iq u e .  He a n d  L y n d o n  e n jo y  Meach o th e r  h u g e ly  an d  

u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o th e r .

I  r e a d  th e  n e w s p a p e r  h e a ^ i n e s  - -  " P o o r  P e o p l e ’s C a m p a ig n  

B eg in n in g  P e a c e f u l ly "  - -  " G r o u p s  C a l l in g  on C a b in e t  O f f i c e r s "  - -  " S t i l l  

No A g r e e m e n t  on  Site  f o r  P e a c e  T a lk s "  - -  " C o lu m b ia  U n iv e r s i t y  B e in g

T o r n  A p a r t  b y  the  S tu d en t  R e v o l t" .  B u t  m o s t ly  I  d r a n k  m y  c o ffe e  a n d

ou- , . *2
l i s t e n e d .  H o ff^ s^ sa id ,  "W hy  d o e s n ' t  the  m id d le  s ta n d  up . We a r e  so

s c a r e d  of the young . " A bou t the  N ejgroes - -  'i . . f i n d  y o u r  f a c e s .b l a c k ,

c o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  lu ck y . M o re  d o o r s  a r e  open  to you th a n  e v e r  w e r e

b e f o r e .  T h e r e  a r e  m o r e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  fo r  y o u . "

L y n d o n  a s k e d  h im  a b o u t  h i s  job - -  j u s t  w h a t  d id  h e  t e a c h ,  h ow

m a n y  h o u r s ,  e tc .  He s a id ,  " I  c a l l  m y s e l f  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t  in  r e s i d e n c e .

E v e r y  T h u r s d a y  a f te r n o o n "  - -  I  b e l ie v e  th a t  w a s  the  t im e  - -  " I  t a lk  an d

p e o p le  c o m e  in  - -  th e y  m a y  be  f r e s h m e n  o r  P h .  D. ' s  o r  a  c a b  d r i v e r  o r

a  w a i t r e s s  in  a  b e e r  jo in t .  "
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S o m e  t im e  in  the  m o r n in g  I  h a d  a  t a lk  w i th  Jo h n  M acy . I  f in d  

h im  o n e  o f the  m o s t  a b le  m e m b e r s  of th i s  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  - -  one of th o se  

I  w i l l  r e g r e t  m  o s t  s a y in g  goodbye to . B u t fo r  m e ,  the  b ig  e v e n t  of the  

d a y  w a s  a  S e n a te  L a d ie s  L u n c h e o n  h o n o r in g  m e  a t  the  C a p i to l  a t  1:00.

It w a s  h e ld  in  th e  f a m i l i a r  o ld  S en a te  C a u c u s  R oom  h ig h  ceil^ j^^aJ^ 

h a n d s o m e  - -  the  s c e n e  of e x p lo s iv e  g a th e r in g s ,  in c lu d in g  the  M c C a r th y  

y e a r s .  B u t  th is  one  w a s  a  v e r y  h ap p y  g a th e r in g ,  n e a r l y  100 of the  S en a te  

w iv e s  in c lu d in g  m  a n y  w iv e s  of the  f o r m e r  m e m b e r s .  M a r y  E l i z a b e th  K im , 

K a t ie^  M alo n e , E l i z a b e th  H e n n in g s ,  M r s .  M i l l a r d  T y d in g s  - - w ho  now h a s  

a  new  n a m e  - -  a n d  the  m o s t  fa i th fu l  m e m b e r ,  M r s .  H e n r y  W a l la c e ,  who 

h a s n ' t  m i s s e d  a  t im e  th a t  I c an  r e m e m b e r  a n d  i s  a s  g e n t le  a n d  a s  q u ie t  

a s  h e r  h u s b a n d  w a s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .

I t  w a s  a  h u g g in g  a n d  k i s s in g  r e c e iv in g  l in e .  E v e ry b o d y  I  th in k  - -  

m e  m o s t  of a l l  - -  w a s  c o n s c io u s  th a t  th is  w o u ld  be  m y  l a s t  t im e  t h e r e  a s  

F i r s t  L a d y  - -  m y  f if th .  I  took  m y  s e a t  by  M u r ie l  who lo o k e d  t e r r i b l y  

w e a r y .  A nd on the o th e r  s id e  B e t ty  T a lm a d g e  w ho they  s a id  h a d  d ra w n  

a  lu c k y  n u m b e r  p la c in g  h e r  t h e r e .  ' A nd  the two lu n c h eo n  c h a i r m e n ,

M r s .  W il l ia m  Spong of V i r g in ia  a n d  M r s .  A iken , the  new  w ife  of the

v e n e r a b l e  S e n a to r  A ik en  of V e rm o n t .  And V ick y  H r u s k a  a n d  M a g g ie  In o u y e .

H a w a iia n .
T h e  w h o le  th e m e  w a s  SSbhow bm r  T h e  ta b le s  w e r e  c e n t e r e d  w ith  

o r c h i d s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  f low n  o v e r .  T h e  m e n u  w h ich  w as  w r i t t e n  in  H a w a i ia n  

o f f e r e d  u s  p in e a p p le  s h e l l s  fu l l  of c h ic k e n  a n d  s e a  food  a n d  w a t e r  c h e s tn u t s .

MEMORANDUM



THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

X T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  30, 1968 P a g e  3

s' . ■ •
A nd  th e n  f o r  d e s e r t  t h e r e  c a m e  in  l i t t l e  v o lc a n o s  of c o co n u t  i c e  c r e a m

e r u p t in g  c lo u d s  of sm o k e  f r o m  the d r y  ic e  on w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  p la c e d .

I  know  th a t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  t e n s e  m o m e n t  f o r  the two c o m m i t t e e

c h a i r m e n  u n t i l  the  d e s e r t  p e r f o r m e d  a c c o r d in g  to p lan .

In e v i ta b ly  I  go t a  l e i  - -  f o r tu n a te ly  i t  w e n t  w e l l  w i th  the  tu r q u o i s e

s i l k  I  h a d  c h o s e n  to w e a r .

A nd  the  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w a s  H a w a i ia n  s t r i n g  m u s ic  - -  s o m e  of the

p e o p le  in  S e n a to r  F o n g 's  o ff ice  - -  w ith  a  lo v e ly  " a lo a h "  fo r  m e .

B u t  the  w h o le  s u b s ta n c e  of th e  m e a l  f o r  m e  w a s  the  p e o p le ,  p e o p le ,

people* I  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  a n d  saw  H e n r i e t t a  H il l  who h a d  b e e n  d e s p e r a t e l y  

d id
i l l .  I  d a :n o t  e x p e c t  h e r  to  be  t h e r e .  In  fa c t ,  I^w o n d ered  if  I w o u ld  e v e r  s e e

JLy- ) '^ ^ a g a i n .  A nd s h e  lo o k e d  q u i te  w e l l i  L a t e r  I  h e a r d  the  m a r v e l o u s 'o f  why.

M a r y  L a s k e r  h a d  h e a r d  of a  new  d r u g  th a t  h e lp e d  p e o p le  w i th  P a r k i n s o n ' s  

d i s e a s e .  She h a d  k e p t  b e a t in g  onthe d o c t o r ' s  d o o r s  - -  H e n r i e t t a ' s  d o c to r s  - -  

u n t i l  th e y  h a d  u s e d  i t .  And f o r  today , f o r  so m e  u n f o r e s e e a b le  t im e ,  she  

w a s  h e r s e l f  a g a in .  A nd n o t  e v en  n o t ic e a b ly  t r e m b l i n g ^

MEMORANDUM

M r s .  .Tob^key w ho is  o u r  l e a d e r ,  no m a t t e r  w h a t  A d m in i s t r a t io n  i s  in  

p o w e r ,  a n d  h a s  the  m a n n e r  of a  D uj/chess w ith  a  s e n s e  of h u m o r . I  r e s p e c t  a n d  

l ik e  h e r

O l d - t i m e r s  s u c h  a s  E v ie  S y m in g to n  a n d  M a r y  E l le n  M o n ro n e y .  A nd 

a  s p r in k l in g  of the  young o n e s .  N e i th e r  o f  the  M r s .  K en n ed y s  - -  a n d  no 

s u r p r i s e  t h e r e  - -  th e y  w e r e  b o th  ou t c am p a ig n in g .  And w h en  i t  w a s  t im e
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f o r  the  l i t t l e  sp e e c h ,  M u r ie l  r e a d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r s .  F r a n c i s  P a r k i n s o n  K y es  

r e g r e t t i n g  th a t  s h e  c o u ld n 't  be  w ith  u s  gave  m e  a  d i a g r a m  a n d  a  n o te  

th a t  s a id  th e  l a d i e s  of the  S en a te  h a d  p la n te d  a  C h in e s e  w h ite  dogw ood in  

m y  h o n o r  on the  S e n a te  s id e  of the C a p i to l  g ro u n d s  w ith  a  l i t t l e  p la q u e .  I 

s h a l l  lo v e  th a t .  I t  w a s  d i s t r e s s i n g  to w a tc h  M u r ie l  sp e a k .  She w a s  so 

w e a r y  /  I  a l m o s t  f e a r e d  she  w a s  go ing  to  fa in t .  She s tu m b le d  o v e r  w o rd s  

a n d  c o u ld  h a r d l y  ge t th ro u g h  a s e n te n c e .  B u t sh e  h a d  to ld  m e  d u r in g  the  

m e a l  th a t  sh e  h a d  m a d e  a  f l ig h t  - -  I  th in k  i t  w a s  out to  C h ic ag o  - - t o  one  

o f  th o s e  ^ n u m e r a b l e  c h a r i t y  e v e n ts  th a t  she  so  v a l / i a n t ly  a t t e n d s  f o r  the  

r e t a r d e d  c h i l d r e n  - -  th is  one a t  the u rg in g  of th e  K en n ed y s .  A nd  th a t  sh e  

h a d  n o t g o t te n  h o m e  u n t i l  4 :30  th is  m o rn in g .  A nd she  w a s  go ing  in to  the  

h o s p i t a l  f o r  the  o p e r a t i o n  r ig h t  s t r a i g h t  a f t e r  th e  lu n ch eo n .  I  h e ld  m y  b r e a t h  

f o r  h e r .  I  c o u ld  s e e  i t  w a s  a n  e n d u ra n c e  c o n t e s t . ( h e n  i t  w a s  m y  t im e  

to  s p e a k ,  a n d  f o r  once  i t  w a s  e a s y .  D u rin g  the  lu n c h eo n  th e y  h a d  p a s s e d  

ou t  f o r tu n e  c o o k ie s ,  a n d  in  m in e  th e re  h a d  b e e n  a  s l ip  th a t  s a id ,  ' 'B e  m o s t  

a f f e c t io n a te  to d ay . " T h e  r i g h t  w o r d s  c a m e  a n d  the  fe e l in g  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  

t h e r e  a n d  I  w a s  r a t h e r  p r o u d  of m y  b r i e f  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  a b o u t  a t te n d in g  

th is  lu n c h e o n  f o r  12 y e a r s  a s  a  S e n a t o r ' s  w ife  a n d  th e n  b e in g  P r e s i d e n t  of 

the  g ro u p  f o r  the  t h r e e  y e a r s  th a t  L yn d o n  w a s  V ice  P r e s i d e n t  and  th e n  . 

th i s  th e  f if th  a n d  l a s t  t im e  a s  h o n o r e d  g u e s t .  A nd  I a s s u r e d  them  th a t  I 

w o u ld  be  c o m  in g  b a c k  on  m y  can e  a s  a  f o r m e r  m e m b e r  l ik e  so  m a n y  of 

the  g u e s t s  in  f r o n t  of m e .
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I t  w a s  a  s w e e t  a n d  p l e a s a n t  t im e ,  a n d  I  le f t  hugg ing  a l l  a ro u n d ,  

th an k in g  a l l  a r o u n d ,  c lu tc h in g  m y  m a p le  s u g a r  c a n d y  in  the  s h a p e  of a  

\eB .ii f r o m  M r s .  F l a n d e r s ,  w ho h a s  b e e n  o ae  fo r  ^ e r y  y e a r  f o r  20 y e a r s .

b r i e f l y  lo o k in g  a t  the  a n d  the alK iae  w h ich  th ey  p r e p a r e  f o r  s e r v i c e

f a m i l i e s .  A nd  then  b a c k  to the  W hite  H o u se ,  w e a r y ,  a  s h o r t  n ap , r e c o r d in g ,  

w o r k  a t  the  d e s k .  ^ b o u t  7 :30 , the Jo e  A lso p s  a r r i v e d  f o r  d in n e r .

T h e r e  w ou ld  be ju s t  the  f o u r  of u s .  L y n d o n  w as  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  l a t e .  I  

e n jo y e d  ta lk in g  to th e m  im m e n s e ly .  J o e  i s  a  r a r e  m a n .  And he  too  b e lo n g s  

to  a n o th e r  a g e .  W h e r e  in  t im e  to p la c e  h im  I  dp n o t  q u ite  know  w id e -  

r a n g in g  i n t e r e s t s  f r o m  a r c h a e o lo g y ,  he  h a s  w r i t t e n  a  b o o k  on i t ,  to 

a n t iq u e  f u r n i t u r e ,  to g a rd e n in g ,  to g o u r m e t  coo k in g . He g e ts  the  s a m e  

s o r t  o f  a  s e n s u o u s  p l e a s u r e  th a t  I  do ou t of a  b e a u t i fu l  v iew . H e s to o d  in  

f r o n t  o f  th e  w indow  in  the  Y e llo w  R oom  lo ok ing  ou t on the  J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r i a l  

with, th e  s a m e  s o r t  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a  h u n g r y  m a n  w o u ld  h av e  f r o m  b i t t in g  

in to  a  good s t e a k .  He t a lk e d  a b o u t  F D R 's  p lan n in g  it^ for e x a c t ly  th a t  sp o t .

In  f a c t  I  th in k  h e  c h a n g e d  th e  lo c a t io n  of i t .  He s a id  i t  w a s  l ik e  s o m e  p a la c e  - -  

p e r h a p s  v i e r  Si—  w i th  a  lo n g  a * ^ a y . in  th e  g a rd e n  a n d  a t  the  en d  s o m e  lo v e ly

s t a t u a r y ,

L yn d o n  c a m e  - -  t h e r e  w a s  a  good d in n e r  a n d  w id e - r a n g in g  t a lk  of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  a n d  of th is  u n b e l ie v e a b le  S p r in g  w e a r e  l iv in g  

th ro u g h .  It w a s  e a s y  to s e e  th a t  L yn d o n  w a s  t i r e d .  Jo e  m a d e  a  m o v e  to  

go a t  10:30, a n d  L yndon  d id n ' t  s to p  h im .
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A nd  th en  C h ie f  M il ls  c a m e ,  a n d  I h a d  a  ru b  a n d  w a s  in  b e d  

b y  m id n ig h t .

A nd so  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  m o n th  s in c e  L yndon  m a d e  h i s  m o m e n to u s  

d e c i s io n .  How do w e f e e l ? N e l l ie  C o n n a l ly  h a d  s a i d  s o m e th in g  l ik e  

t h i s :  ”A t f i r s t  you w i l l  f e e l  d e p r e s s e d ,  l ik e  the w o r ld  h a d  s to p p e d .

A nd  th e n  a f t e r  aw h ile  e n o r m o u s ly  r e l a x e d ,  r e l i e v e d ,  hap p y . " W ell

' t,' ■ ■■ 
c e r t a i n l y  a s  y e t  t h e r e  is  no d e p r e s s io n ,  no  v a l l e y  of the  b l a c k  p ig ,  no

slew ^of d e sp o n d .  A nd f i r s t  t h e r e  w e r e  th o se  fo u r  o r  f iv e  d a y s  of a l m o s t

e u p h o r ic  r e l i e f  w ith  th o u s a n d s  of l e t t e r s  p o u r in g  in  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  the

N a tio n  - -  m  o s t ly  a d m i r in g ,  g r a te f u l ,  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  a n d  s o m e  u r g in g

u s  to  t w« m h iAml w«k  r e c o n s i d e r  - -  good e d i t o r i a l s  f r o m  p la c e s  y o u .w o u ld

n ev e r  e x p e c t  to  g e t  th e m  - -  a  s o r t  of a  p re v ie w  of^ss: y o u r  o b i tu a r y  p e r h a p s .

A nd  th en  the  w h o le  N a t io n  h a d  b e e n  j e r k e d  out o f  th is  m o o d  b y  th e  h id e o u s

a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of M a r t i n  L u th e r  King an d  the  e n su in g  r io t in g s  a n d  k i l l in g s

in  the  c i t i e s .  I t  i s  a s  though  s o m e  b e a s t  a b r o a d  in  the  lan d  h a s  n o t  b e e n

s a t e d  y e t .  H is  b lo o d  l u s t  n o t s a t i s f i e d .  W hat a  t im e  to l iv e  through.^

w* u n i te
If  a ^ h a d  h o p e d  to the b o il ,  to igodjtR the c o u n t ry ,  w e h a v e  j u s t

m a d e  a n  o f f e r in g  - -  m a d e  a  s t a r t  a n d  the f u tu r e  w i l l  h a v e  to t e l l  how  i t

w o r k s  ou t.  B u t a s  f o r  u s  p e r s o n a l ly ,  o u r  m a in  fe e l in g  is  of g ro w in g

r e l i e f  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  th a t  L yndon  m a d e  h i s  d e c i s io n  an d  w h e n  h e  d id .

I  th in k  of w h a t  T r u d ie  F o w le r  s a id  w h en  I w en t to a  lu n c h  g iv en

b y  Jane . W ir tz  f o r  a l l  of the  C a b in e t  w iv e s  l a s t  W ed n e sd a y  - -  s h e  lo o k e d

MEMORANDUM
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a t  m e  s o le m n ly  a n d  s a id ,  " I  th in k  i t  w a s  p r o v id e n t ia l .  "

A n o th e r  f e e l in g  th a t  I  h av e  i s  th a t  the c lo c k  i s  t ick in g  - -  of u r g e n c y .  

T h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  th in g s  I  w a n t  to do in  the r e m a in in g  8 - 2 / 3  m o n th s  - -  

80 m a n y  p e o p le  I  w a n t  to h a v e  h e r e  to s h a r e  th is  b e a u t i fu l  h o u s e ,  so  

m a n y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  - -  to p u sh  th em  e ac h  f o r w a r d  o r  n a i l  dow n - -  

h ig h w a y  b e a u t i f i c a t io n ,  o u r  own C o m m it te e  h e r e  in  W ash in g to n ,  the  

H ir s U h h o rn  M u se u m . A nd th e n  w h ile  I a m  h e r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  

th in g s  I  c a n  do f o r  th e  L i b r a r y  w i th  the s ta f f  a n d  th e  e x p e r t i s e  a v a i l a b le  

h e r e  th a t  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e  a f t e r w a r d  f r o m  the o u ts id e .

T h e  w o r d s  of M r .  N e u s ta d t  r in g  in  m y  e a r .  ” Xt‘s a  lo t  e a s i e r  

to  g e t  th in g s  done  w h en  you  a r e  P r e s i d e n t .  " A nd I  w a n t  to u s e  th is  t im e  

e a c h  d ay  of i t  - -  a s  fu l ly ,  g low ing ly , h a p p i ly ,  u s e f u l ly  a s  I  c an .

A nd  w h a t  of L y n d o n  ? An a c c e l e r a t e d  a c t i v i ty  if  a n y th in g .  No b a c k w a r d  

lo o k , b u t  a  d e t e r m in a t io n  - - t o  p u sh  w ith  e v e ry  p o w e r  he  h a s  to w a r d  p e a c e  

a b r o a d  a n d  to w a r d  f u r th e r in g  h i s  p r o g r a m s  h e r e  a t  h o m e .  No g la n c e  b a c k w a r d s .  

T h e  ^ m o s t  p h i lo s o p h ic  a n d  d e ta c h e d  I 'v e  e v e r  s e e n  h im .
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