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" MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Tuesday, April.30 1968 UZH-\D T . Pagel

VAI.SIril is always the busiest month of the'year. And this year
the most dramatic, the fullest, I have ever known. I fmd myself t1red
. .-’., - . : " . .. N . - . ‘ ‘NU“’J . .
B is hard to get up in the morning. It was awewdn 8:3Q when I went mto_-
Lyndon's room. Erich Hoffer was seated with him, his bulk filling the
old winged chair, wearing as elwaye when I'have seen him a sort of
workman‘s'jacket -- a man out of another age, cut to no pa.t_terh --

intelligent; fresh, unique. He and Lyndon enjoy ﬁeach other hugely and

" understand ea’ch other.

1 read the newspaper headlmes -- "Poor PeopIe s Campa1gn e
Begmnmg Peacefully“ -- "GrOups Calhng on Cabmet Offlcers" -- ”Still -
- No Agreement on Site for Peace Talks' -~ "Columb1a Unlvermty Bemg

Torn Apart_by the’ _Student Revolt"._ ‘But mostly I drank my coffee and e
listened. Hoffessaid, "Why doesn't the m1ddle stand up?. We are so

scared.of the y_oﬁng. " About the Negroes -=, .fmd your faces. black

consider yourself lucky. More doors are'open.te you tha.n ever were _

~before.‘ There are more opportunities for 'you.v"'

Lyndon asked him about his job t- just what did he teach, hfowj :
many houi's, etc. He said, "I call myself a :conversetiorxalist iri re.sidence.‘v
Every Thursday, afternoon"'\'—- Ibelieve_ that was the time -~ "I talk and

people come in -- they may be freshmen or Ph.D.'s or a cab driver or

a waitress in a beer joint. '
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'Some time in the morning I had a talk with John Macy. I find

him one of the most able members of this Administration -- one of those
I will regret m ost saying goodbye to. But for me, the big event of the -

da.y was a Senate Lad1es Luncheon honoring me at the Cap1tol at 1:00.

It was held in the fam111ar old Senate Caucus Room -~ h1gh Cell¢dﬁ8ﬁ
handsome -- the scene of explosive gatherlngs, 1nclud1ng the McCarthy

years,' But this one wé.s a very{.happylgathering, nearly 100 of the Senate

- wives including m any wives of the former members;' Ma.ry Ehzabeth K1m, '

Kat1e, Malone, Ellzabeth Hennmgs, Mrs. M1llard Tydzngs -- who now ha.s

a new name -- and the most fa1thful member, Mrs. Henry Wallace, who i
hasn't m1ssed a tltne that I can remember'and is as gentle end as quiet ‘, ‘
as her 'hu.sban'd was controversial. |
- Itwa.n a' hugging and kissing recei\tlng line. ,V‘Eve_rybody I think --
me moet of all -- was conscioue 4.that this wou"ld be my last tim e‘ there-ae "
Fn'st Lady -- my" flfth I took my seat hy Muriel who looked ternbly
eary And on the other side Betty Talmadge who they sa1d had drawn

a lucky number' placmg he_r there. And the two luncheon chairmen‘,

‘:Mre.l‘W.illia'm Spong of Virginia and Mrs. Aiken, the new wife of the '

o venerable'Sené.tor Aiken of Vermont. And V1cky Hruska and Maggie Inouy'e.

o : S Hawaiian.
. The whole theme was s The tables ‘were'centered_wnh _

‘orchids that had ._been flown over. The menu which was written in Hawaiian

offered us pineapple shells full of chicken and sea food and water chestnuts.
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v And thert .for‘ desiert thete car-ne: in littlie volcanos of coconut ice cream
efqpting clouds of( smoke from\ the dry ice oe which- the3‘r 'wer_e'placed.
I khow that must havne be'e‘n s. tense moment for tfxe two cemmittee
: chairtrten until the de's?ert‘perfofmed according to plan,
'i Isevitebty I got‘.a lei -- fortuhately_'itwent {;véu Qith the turduoisé
: silk I had chosen to wear. |
And the entettainment was Hawaiian‘string music -- some of the
people in Senator Fong's office -- svith a 1Q\tely ;'eloa;h" fOr-.r.ne.
But. the whole substance of tlte meal for me was the people people; :
'people. I leoked around and .saw Henrietta Hill who had been desperetely
il 1%‘3:;0: e:tbect' her to be there. In fact, I«wondered if ‘.'[‘would 'eve‘r"see '
D ain, And st quite wettl ‘7"‘
~again. And she looked qulte well.,  Later I hea.rd the marvelous of why.
Ma.ry Lasker had heard of a new drug that helped people w1th Parkmson'
~ disease. She had kept beat1ng onthe doctqr s doors -~ Henmetta s doctot's ,""
.unt11 they had used it. And f.oﬁr today, for svome unfoieseeable timev,‘ si.lé-
‘was herself again. And not evert not1ceab1y trembirl_g)

Mrs. : Toblfey who is our leader, no matter what Admmlstratlon is in -

~ power, and has the manner of a Duﬁchess Wlth a sense of humor.l respect a.nd

like her :‘@’)

VOld-'timers such as Evie Symington and Mery Ellen Monroney. Arnd
M a sprinkling of the ‘young ones. Nelther of the Mrs Kenned’ys -- and no

‘ surpr1se there -- they were both out campa.1gnmg And when 1t was t1me

e e ey R Sy ot s S e
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. for the 1.vvittv1ve sééech,z Muriel rééd; a iettéi‘ fro?n Mrs Ffancis'Parkinépn ines
4regre’ttir’1gv thé.t she-tcouldn't‘ Be_ wjth us ;—% dia.g.vra.fn and 'a notve
."'Jtha;: said'the lafaie-s'vgof tﬁe Svénateﬂh‘.ad plant‘ed‘a Chinésé wﬁite d‘.ogwo.oﬁd‘,in
- my honor on the Senate side of thé Capitol grotuids Wiéh a‘ little plalqﬁ,ev.‘A I-
s'ﬁall' ld;e t};at.‘ It Qas distressing to watql; Murievl."sﬁea;k.' : .S}ie‘wa;sv-sd :
weary %alm ost-fea.;.r.ed éhé was going go fai'nt.. Sl';g' ,s’tumbled over words
.'«and'co.ul»d hardly gét through a sentehce.' But she ﬁéd told me dﬁring "th‘e
:mea1‘ that she'ha..d made a“f.light_ -- I think it was out to Chicago ——  to one
~ of fh;)sep;numergiale cha"rity events that >she’ so ;rallia'r%tly a.l‘:t.ehdsv fbur the
| r»eta'.'rde;i child?én - this o;le‘.at the urgiﬁg of thé Khenne:dys,. _ And't]::xa;t; she f
“had not gotten hbmé ur‘xtilll'.4i:3v0 this mbrning. ,.Avnd's.he \;as going into the |
_‘ hospital fof fﬁe oéeration'right'st‘raightb after thé lﬁncheqn. ._I }he.zild ¥ny bfeath
” fof hér‘. I could seé it was an endurance contést.#wﬁen it w.as; my I':ime_ A
to speék, and for once it Qvasj éasy: During the luncheon they had pa‘ss;eidA
oﬁt foi‘ﬁme codkies, 'andi irx.~11vaiz1v§_.t11ere had been a slip tﬁat said,[.nB‘e‘mést A
affeétibnate t’oda'y.."; The fight w‘orciis> came anvd"-the "feye‘li’.ng wai,s.cevi'ta‘ir‘xlvy.
there aﬁ:d»‘I was fgtltrxe"rl pr‘pﬁd'c;f rﬁy_Brief refniﬁisc.ences ab'oﬁf étféndiﬁg
’this iungheon for 12 ‘Yea.n':s‘a.s a Seﬁafbr*s_ﬁgife and the.n‘bei'ng -Presideﬁt bf
the group for the tﬁfee years ‘thz’%t‘Lyndor; .was Vi’;e President and ‘thenf‘,
L this £h¢ fifth and last time as ﬁonoi;ed -gueét.. And I assured tht‘emAt':ha‘t.I,
 would be qdrh ing back oﬁ mi caz.ze a,s"a. .fovrmer, Iln'eKmI:?‘er like sé manf. of

the guests in front of me,
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It wa's a swee_t and pleasant time, and I left hugging all around,

thanklng all around clutchmg my ma.ple sugar candy in the shape of a

'
leafl from Mrs. Flanders, who has been aaae for zlrery year for 20 years,

[ 7 e
_ brieﬂy 1ooking at the W and the a}.éme h1ch they prepare for service

families.» And then back to the Whlte House, weary, a short nap, recordmg,

work at the desk Ai!&mnﬁbout 7: 30, the Joe Alsops arrlved for dlnner

" There Would be Just,the four of us. Lyndon was about an hour late I

enjoyed talking to them irnmensely. Joe is a rare man. And he too belongs S

to another age.‘ Where in t1me to place h1m I do not quite know -- w1de-

ranging interests -- from archaeology, ‘he has written a book on it, to

- antique furniture, to gardening, to gourmet cooking. He gets_the same

 sort of a sensuous pleasure that I do out of a beautiful view. He stood in

front of the window in the Yellow Room looking out on the Jefferson Memorial

w1th the same sort of satisfaction a hungry man would have from b1t;1ng

el Prsrmon )

into a good steak ‘He talked about FDR's plannmg it, for exactly that spot

T Mem{us ~ allei
perhaps 3 - w1th a long ar-raydn the garden and at the end some lovely
statuary.
. Lyndon. came -- there was a good dinner and wide -rahging talk of

1nternauona1 affairs & and of this unbeheveable Spnng we are hvmg :

thr0ugh It was easy to see that Lyndon was t1red Joe made a move to :

go at 10 30, and Lyndon d1dn't stop h1m.

'In fact I th1nk he changed the location of 1t -He said it was 11ke some palace -—‘" _ L




And then after awhile enormously r,elaxed, relieved, happy. "o Well

' sa.ted yet H1s blood 1ust not sat1sf1ed What a time to hve through
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B And Athen Chief Milis camiéi, and I hada rub and was in‘bed
by'midnighf. |
| And so ‘it had been a rnonth since Lpncion rnade'his momentons
decision. How do we feel? Nellie Conna.lly had sa1d somethlng like

this: ”At flrst you w111 feel depressed l1ke the world had stopped

V. 4

' T ' e , ~
- certainly as yet there is no depression, no valley of the black pig, no -

Al

sl-ew-of despond And f1rst there were those four or five days of almost
euphorlc rehef w1th thousands of letters pourmg in from all over the

Nation -- mostly admiring, 'grateful, understanding, and some urging

us tO EEESEEieR reco‘nsider -~ good editorials from places you.would

" rever expect to get them --'a sort of a prev1ew Ofﬂ your ob1tuary perhaps. .

And then the whole Natmn had been Jerked out of thlS mood by the h1deous

assassination of Martin Luther King and the ensuing riotings and killings

" in the citie‘s. It is as'though SOme beast abroad in the land has not been

[

' .If &had hoped to latelr the b011 to xgzxutn the country, we have Just

made an offering -- made a start and the future will have to.tell how it .
‘works out. But as for us personally, our main feeling is of growing mesbek
_relief. and satisfaction that Lyndon made his decision and when he did.

I think of what Trudie Fowler said when I went to a lunch given

by Jane. Wirtz for all of the Cabinet Wiyes last Wednesda'y‘ -- she looked
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- at me solemnly and éaid, "I think it was p;ox}identia‘l."" ‘
: Anovtherr feeling that I have i_é‘thagt the clock is ticking - o% urgency.
Thefe are so'bma'ny thir;g's I want to do in the -remaining=8—2‘/3 ménths -
_‘s;) many people I want to have here to share this beautiful house, so
r.nAa.ny éor_xse;:va#l.:io'r; meésgre; -- to push them each“for»wax.'d or n'a,il'dm‘avn --
highway beaufification, our own Committee h;are in Washingtdn,' the
Hirs‘hh?u"l"x Mu'.seum.' And then while I am herc‘a,A there a_.‘re' s.qrnany
ghinAgs- I‘can do for: the Liia.raryiwivth ithe staff afxd the ex.pez"tise‘ava.ilable.
here vthAat caﬂnot be done afterwafd from the outside.
| T‘he'wordé‘of Mr, Né;stadt ring in my ga;r; "It's a lot eaéier
“to gvel.: things dc;ne when yoxi are Pfesident."'_ ' Aind’ I wa.nf to Qse this time" -
.ea‘cbhb da:,y of it -- as vf.ull'y., gloyiﬁg;y, happily, .uséfully a}s I can. |
And what of Lgrndoh ?  An é.ccelerated acti.vit)'r if'é‘nyvthingv.‘ | No-"t.)ackwa.r.d :
look, but a detérm ihation -‘—b to push with eQer); power hg ha;s» toward ﬁeacé
_é.brbad ar;d tqwa.fd furtheﬁng his prOgramé here at hoz%n.e'. No gla'ric'iei ’bé.(;kwé.;l?dgf .

The 'mést“ philosophic and detached I've ever seen him. }




