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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

W ed n esd ay , M ay 1, 1968 P age  1

In sp ite  of w anting so  m u ch  to s le e p  la te , I w as aw ake a t s e v e n . I 

m u st have rea ch ed  so m e so r t  of an end, b e c a u se  I w a s  s tra in ed , sn ap p ish , 

v e r y  tir e d ,

I look ed  a t m y  d e sk , p iled  high w ith  p ic tu re s  to be autographed , and 

g ro w led  a t sw e e t  l i t t le  M ar y in , who r e tr e a ts  in  a sto n ish m en t; and on the 

oth er  s id e  of the d esk , th ere w ere  m e m o s , th ings to a c t upon, and r eq u e sts  

for  ap p o in tm en ts, n e a r ly  a ll  o f w hich  I w ant to do. Som e a lrea d y  d is c u s s e d

w ith  the sta ff; so m e  in it ia te d  by  m e , but I look  a t the w hole m a s s ,  and f e e l
. j

l ik e  I*m b a re fo o t and ex h a u sted , at the b a se  of a ta ll m ountain , ge ttin g  read y  

fo r  the c l im b .

I c a lle d  C la rk  C liffo rd  and rep o rted  the White H ouse H is to r ic a l A ss o c ia t io n 's  

r e a c t io n  to the p o r tr a it , and that I d id  not w ant to phone M adam Shoum atoff 

to s e t  up d a te s , fo r  h er  to b eg in  s itt in g s  w ith  Lyndon, un til he had a c le a r  

u n d erstan d in g  w ith  h e r , f i r s t  o v e r  the phone, and then to be fo llo w ed  in  

w r it in g . .  He p r o m ise d  to do it  v e r y  soon .

I ta lk ed  to Doug Hubbard, and a sk ed  him  to com e over about 2 :30  so  

w e cou ld  have a l i t t le  p r io r  m eetin g  about the park a c r o s s  fro m  the h o u se .

I ta lk ed  to L iz  who h as som e p lan s for w r itin g  h e r s e lf ,  w hen a l l  th is i s  

o v e r , I spoke to h er  o f the p o s s ib il ity  o f gettin g  a good m any of m y  tap es  

tr a n sc r ib ed , and d e sc r ib e d  w hat an o rd ea l of ed itin g  it  would b e . I have  

a m illio n  w o rd s w h ere  a thousand m igh t be u se fu l som e day.

M r. P e r  c a m e  and gave m e a  co m b -o u t.
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About ten  o 'c lo c k , I b egan  the film in g , and th is w as m y  v e r y  own  

p lan , A tour of m y  fa v o r ite  ro o m s on the seco n d  flo o r , the liv in g  q u a rter s , 

and th o se  that had p layed  a p art in m y  life  h e r e .

We b egan  in  the T rea ty  Room  - S im one, a crew  of th ree  o r  fou r; Jim  

K etchum  w a s stand ing by fo r  h is to r ic a l  d e ta ils ;  and a  M r. P h ilip s , who 

had b een  sen t to u s  from  the U n iv e r s ity  of T ex a s , on lo a n  from  th e ir  

C om m u n ica tion s D ep artm ent, from  DeW itt R ed d ick , through L i25, I think, 

to h e lp  u s  f i l l  in  the g^ps, the ly co o n i sh a ll I sa y , and the p ic tu re  o f th is  

a d m in is tr a tio n , that i s ,  the p ic tu re  a s  r eco rd ed  quite l i t e r a l ly  in  ph otographs  

• and f i lm s .  M ix i s  about one part h is to r y  to e s ta b lis h  the room  and about 

( th ree  p a r ts  m y  p e r so n a l r e m in is c e n c e s .

The m e e tin g s  h e r e  on B ea u tifica tio n ; in te r v ie w s , finding Lynda studying  

h e r e  in  our f ir s t  days; the la b o ra to ry  fo r  the b r in g in g  into b e in g  the Lyndon  

John son  L ib ra ry . My own fond d e scr ip tio n  of i t  a s  m y  B oard  o f D ir e c to r s  

R oom . And then m y funny s to r y  about P r e s id e n t  Z ach art T a y lo r  and M r, 

S m ith so n , to ld  to m e  by M r, R o th sch ild  w hen he w as v is it in g .

T h ere  w e re  the tak es o v er  and over; som eb od y  w a s u s in g  a vacuum  

c le a n e r , the n o ise  ca m e through.

D o w n sta irs  th ere  w a s  a c e r e m o n /y , and Lyndon w a s g iv in g  the M edal 

of H onor; the M arine Band v ib ra ted  through the h o u se . A m a z in g ly , the 

n o ise  did. not co m e through.

/ " We w ork ed  for  over  th ree h o u rs , I fe lt  that I w as a l i t t le  fo r c e d  and

p ed an tic , ra th er  than a  lo v in g , spontaneous quality  I w anted , but w e  fin ish ed
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the room  , No m a tter  how t ir e 4  you f e e l  su sta in ed  w hen you a r e  in  the

m i ddle o f so m eth in g  lik e  th is , by the goal of co m p letio n .

A nd a fter  1:30, I w ent ,to the th ea tre , to s e e  the a t long  la s t  co m p le ted  

m o v ie  of " C r o ssr o a d s  U , S. A . m y  tr ip  la s t  S ep tem b er through fiv e  

m id -w e s te r n  s ta te s .  It had b een  the m o s t  arduous and perh ap s the le a s t  

th r illin g  of the tr ip s . The m o v ie  w as ra th er  a d isap p o in tm en t -  g rea t  

s h o ts , but the s c r ip t  did not te ll  the s to r y  I w anted to te l l ,  w h ich  m ad e, 

in  r e tr o s p e c t , i t  a l l  the m o re  w is e , that w e had taken a long the s c r ip tw r ite r  

a s  w e w en t on the " C ro ss in g  the T r a ils  of T exas"  A p r il 5th to 9th . If you  

h a v en ’t l iv e d  i t ,  how ca n  you w r ite  it .

I had a  sandw ich  and a sa la d  on ly y  lap  w h ile  I w atch ed  the m o v ie . T h ere  

w a s n ot a m om en t to w a ste .

And b ack  u p s ta ir s , I w ork ed  a t m y d esk , and w ith  L iz , and th en  to the 

W e st h a ll, to m e e t  w ith  Doug Hubbard, I am  c o m p le te ly  in  the dark  a s  to 

w h eth er  L au ren ce  R o c k e fe lle r  p r o p o se s  to do the plan fo r  the John son  P a r k  

a c r o s s  from  our h o u se , through, the N ation al P ark  S e r v ic e , or  w h eth er  to  

do any p o rtio n  of the ex h ib its  th e m se lv e s . I found, that Doug H ubbard w a s  

not c le a r  h im se lf ;  the p lan , y e s ,  c e r ta in ly , and w ork  w as p r o g r e s s in g  on 

i t .  A s fo r  any fu rth er  w ork  on. ex h ib its  tasnaadbc th e m se lv e s , h e w ould  a s k  

C onnie W orth, b u t c le a r ly  Doug H ubbard, i s  in te r e s te d , e x c ite d  a n d k n o w led g -  

ab le  about the w h ole  th ing, and I f e e l  b e tter  than I e v e r  h a v e , that th is  l i t t le  

park  m a y  com  e to be a point of in te r e s t ,  that w e can  be proud of.
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So a t th re e , w e had another m eetin g  in  ray B oard  of D ir e c to r s  room .

Its o b jec t, the c r y s ta ll iz a t io n , s e le c t io n , and draw ing togeth er  o f p lans

for  the Johnson  P a rk . R oy WTiite, the a r c h ite c t  for  the V is ito r 's  C enter;
i

and Joe F r a n tz , the h isto r ia n ; C onnie W orth, fa th er  advisory and lin k  w ith  

L au ren ce  R o c k e fe lle r ;  M ark G osdin , head  of the T ex a s  P a rk  S e r v ice ; and  

N ancy |{o tt, i t s  to ta l.ex h ib it s ta ff, and I found h er  delightfu l; and Doug 

Hubbard; R u s s e l l  H endrickson; and an oth er m em b er  o f the N ation al P ark  

S e r v ic e .

T h is  t im e , I had a r e c o r d e r  p r e se n t . We had ic e d  tea , and c o ffe e , 

and c o o k ie s  a lr ea d y  in . E veryb od y h e lp ed  th e m se lv e s  and w e shut the door  

and got down to w ork . And two h o u rs p a sse d  lik e  20 m in u tes , ju st  a s  they  

had th is  m orn in g  on another p ro jec t,

I w a s proud that the T ex a s P a rk  S e r v ice  had m ade c o n s id e ra b le  h ead w ay. 

N ancy had draw n a p lan  for  fu rn ish in g  a l it t le  log  cabin , C irca  1850 to 70 , 

l i s t e d  a l l  the i t e m s . The N ation al P a rk  S erv ice  se e m e d  a s  im p r e s s e d  a s  I 

w a s . We d ec id ed  to g iv e  the l i s t  to the h ead s of the neigh b orin g  H is to r ic a l  

A ss o c ia t io n s , e s p e c ia l ly  M r. T yru s C ox of G ille sp ie  County, and M r. W altz  

o f B lanito C ounty, and to the r eg io n a l H is to r ic a l A sso c ia tio n , w hich  i s  c a lle d  

d e lig h tfu lly , the E dw ards P la tea u , w h ich  H is to r ic a l A sso c ia tio n  has a lr e a d y  

m e t and o ffer ed  to h elp ,

, I b e lie v e  it  w a s R u s s e ll  H en d rick son  who had som e in te r e s t in g  d raw in gs  

o f l i t t le  is la n d s  of e x h ib its . F or in s ta n ce , the c a ttle  in d u stry  w h ich  i s  so
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m u ch  a p art of that reg io n , w ould be r e p r e se n te d  by an o ld  and w orn  sa d d le , 

a la r ia t , a brand ing ir o n , a  b e a t up co ffee  pot, a g a in st p erh ap s the background  

of a b low n up photograph o f a chuck w agon, so m ew h ere  on a p la in .

We d is c u s s e d  the two w a lls  of g la s s ,  one fac in g  north tow ard the ran ch , 

the o th er south , tow ard the h ighw ay, and d ecid ed  that w e m ig h t h ave some^adsDJg 

s o r t  o f p a n els  that w ould  fo ld  back, on the south w a lls , so  that they co u ld  

b e c o m e , i f  n e c e s s a r y , ex h ib it a r e a s .

The A u stin  con tin gen t i s  staying over  a couple m ore  d a y s, and go to the 

la b o ra to ry  o f the N ation al P ark  S e r v ic e , to g e t a l l  the h elp  they can  on ex h ib it  

id e a s . T h is  i s  a  so r t  o f sem in a r  fo r  th em .

And m y  r o le  i s  ju st som eth in g  of c a ta ly s t , I hope, I grope in  so  m any  

th in gs in  the dark , w ith out being a k n ow led geab le  s p e c ia l is t  in  anyth ing.

A t any r a te , I w a s  e x c ite d  and buoyed  up by the two h ou rs and h op efu l, whaan 

I  le f t  them  a  l i t t le  p a st f iv e  , and f e l l  in to  the bed, w h ere  I n e v e r th e le s s ,  

w ork ed  w ith  A sh ton , sign in g  m a il , m aking phone c a l l s .

And a t s e v e n  o*clock  w en t in  for m y  la s t  appointm ent of the day. J a m es  

M cG reg o r  B u rn s had brought oyer  the,. I think i t s  c a lle d , g a lle y  p ro o fs  of 

h is  book, w h ich  i s  r e a lly  an ed itin g  job , w ith  the fo rw ard  w r itten  b y  h im , 

and a s e r ie s  o f p eop le  who d id  e s s a y s  s e le c te d  by h im . T he w h ole  thing  

d e s ig n e d  to g ive  a p ic tu re  of th is a d m in istra tio n . He gave m e a  cop y  and  

I n o ticed  that s o m e  of th ose  doing the e s s a y s ,  w ere  H oward K. Sm ith, and  

R alph E lliso n , and C h ester  B o w le s , And to m y g rea t p le a su r e , M cG eorge
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Bundy. He*s a sp a r e , n o n -co m  in ittal, v e r y  p r o fe s s o r ia l  m an , an d  I had  

the s e n s e , guardin g h is  honor c a r e fu lly , a s  a fr e e  w r ite r , l e s t  I try  to 

in flu en ce  h im .

He a sk ed  me a n u m b e r  of q u estio n s about m y  own op era tio n  -  why  

I do not r e a l ly  know - b e c a u se  th is  book  is  f in ish ed  and I do not know of 

an oth er  h e i s  w r itin g . What w as the w ork  of a F ir s t  Lady lik e  ? How m an y  

p eop le  did I have w orking in  the B ea u tifica tio n  o ffice  ? In L iz' o ff ic e  ? What 

did B e s s  d o?  But not the so r t  of q u estio n s that got a t the m ea t of the 

m a tte r , i t  s e e m e d  to m e . And I, though I reg a rd  h im  w ith  r e s p e c t ,  and  

w ould  r e a lly  lik e  him  to u n d erstan d  w hat th is i s ,  and w hat it  can  b e , th is  

p a r tic u la r  n ich e  I occu p y. I sim ply , do not have enough en e rg y  le f t ,  to paint 

the w ord  p ic tu re  i t  d e s e r v e s ,  so  I a n sw ered  in  v e r y  s im p ly , and b r ie f ly ,  

on the b on es of the s e t -u p .

And h e  le f t  about 7 :40 , and to m y a m a zem en t, Lyndon ca m e  hom e a  

l i t t le  b e fo re  e ig h t, an e a r ly  hour for  h im . We sa t in  the W est H a ll, w h ile  

h e te lep h on ed , and I rea d , and then w e had dinner and a  rub and w en t to 

b ed  a t a b le s s e d ly  e a r ly  hour.

F or Lyndon, the day m u st have had som e se n se  of l if t .  The h ea d lin es  

w e r e  -  T ax  Im p a ss  A p p aren tly  B rok en  - M ahon P a n e l in  H ouse O. K*s Spending  

C uts; but that’s a long  w ay from  fin ish ed .

# # # # # # #


