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In spite of wanting so much to sleep late, I was awake at seven. I

. must have reached some sort of an end, because I was strained, snappish,

_very, tired

1 looked at my desk, p1led h1gh w1th plctures to be autographed a.nd
growled at sweet little Ma.ryln, who retreats in aston1shment, and on the

other side of the desk, there were memos, things to act upon, _and requests. |

for appointn'ients, nearly all of which I want to do:. Some already discussed

with the" staff; some initiated by me, but I look at tﬁe whole mass, and feel"

like'i‘m barefoot and eXhausEed, at the base of a tall mountain, getting' ready

R for'the climb. .

I called Cl'e.rk Clifford end: ;-ei)orte;l _the White Heuse Histerieel' AseOCiagion'e
reaetion to the peifr_eit, a;nd :that I did not went to phene Madavx'n‘ 'Sixou;r;atoff |
to set upﬂateg, for her to b‘egi»ﬁ siftinge w1th .Lgrnd.on; until he had’a clear
under sta.ndinngith i’xe?, first over the phene,' aﬁd thee to be followed in‘
wr'ifi_n_g.'. . He p»:A'o‘mised‘ to do it %rery soon,

‘1 talked to Doug Hubbard, and as_ked_hirh to come over about 2:30 so

- we could have a little prior me eting é.bout‘the park a.cross‘ from the hbuse:

I talked to L1z who has some plans for wntmg her self when all this is

| ever. I spoke to her of the poss1b111ty of gettmg a good many of my ta.pes -

transcrlbed and descrlbed what an ordeal of edltmg it would be. I ha.ve
a million worde where a_, thousand might be'useful some day. o

' Mr. Per came and gave me a comb-out,




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE -

'WASHINGTON

Wednesday, May 1, 1968 e 'Page 2

~ About ten o‘clbck, I began the filming, and this Was my very own

plan., A tour of my favorite rooms on the second floor, the living quarters,

- and those that had played a part in my life here. .

" We began in the Treaty Room - Simone, a crew of three or four; Jim -

' Ketchum was standinig by for historical details; and a Mr. Philips, who S
) had been sent to us from the University of Texas, on loan from their
Communications Department, from DeWitt Reddick, through Liz, I think,

to help us fill in the gaps, .théAlycolohni shall I say, aﬁd the picture of this

administration, that is, the picture as recofded'quite literally in photographs

+ and films, Mix is about one part history to establish the room and aboht o

three parts my personal reminiscences,
" The meetings here on Beautification; inte:;viéwé, finding Lynda studying

here in our first days; ‘the laboratory for the 'br‘inging» into being the Lynddn

- Johnson Library. My own fond de'scriptiOn of it as my Board of Direc’tors‘

Room. 'And then my funny story about President Zachart Taylor and Mr. .

- Sm ithson, ‘told to me by Mr"' Rothschild when he was visiting.

There were the takes over and over; somebody was using a vacuum
cleaner, the noise came through.

Downstairs there was a ceremonfy, and Lyndon was giving the Medal

‘of Honor; the Marine Band vihrated through the house. Amazingly, the -

noié.e‘did. not cormne through.
‘We worked for over three hourvs. I felt that I was a little forced and

pedantic, rather than a loving, spontaneoxié qhality 1 wa;nted, but we finished:
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the room. No matter how tired you feel sustained when you are in the ‘

| mi ddle of somethinglike this, b‘y_tbe goal of completion,

And after 1:30, I went to the theatre, to see the at long ia.st completed

movie tof_.t'FCrossroad:s U. S. A. ”'./ my trip. l_astASeptemb'er through five

‘ mid-v've»st’ern states. It had been the most-arduous and perhaps the lea.St

thriliiné.of the tripvs'.' ""l'he x.nox‘ri.e» was rather e disapéointrnent - .great
shots; but the script'did rxot tell the stor'}f I \;vanted to tell,‘ which made;' :
:'tn retroepect,' it all the more Wise, that we had takein e.l'ong the scriptwriterj‘ o
as w'e; werntvorx the "Crossing the Trails of ‘i{exe.s"‘ April 5th to 9th; If you
hak.vhenb't:vli'\.redb' it, bowloa.n &ou rvrite it. | L

I had a sandwich and a salad on my lap while I watched the mo{rie. ' There -

~was not a m oment to waste.

And back upsta1rs, I worked at my desk and W1th Liz, and then to the |

West ha.ll, to meet w1th Doug Hubbard Iam completely in_the dark as to |

' whether Laurenc»e Rockefeller proposes to do the pia_.n for the Johﬁsou Park -

across from our: house, through the National Park"Service, or'whether to

 do 'an& ﬁor-tiOn of the exhibits them selve S. I found that Doug Hubba.rd wa.s

v' .not clear h1mse1f the pla.n, yes, certalnly. ‘and work was progressmg on

R (R As for any further work on. exh1b1ts innmaﬂx them selves, he would ask-

- e s

Connie Worth but clea.rly Doug Hubbard, is 1ntere sted, exc1ted and knowledg-'

able' a.b_out the whole' thing, and I feel better than I ever have, that this little ,

. park may come to be a point of interest, that we can be proud of.

S U R o B e
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L So at three, we had another meeting in my Board of Directors room.

- Its object, the crystallization, Aselection, and drawing together of plans

~ for the Johnson Pai-k. Roy White, fhe architect for the Visitor's Center;

_and Joe Frantz, the historian; Connie Weorth, father advisor; and’ link with

LAa.ur'ence'>Rocke-f'e11ér; Ma.rk“Gosdin‘, head .of"t':he Texas “ParkSer;r'ice; and
Nancy Kott, its' tAoi‘:al.exhibit siaff, and I found hef delight:fxiln;’-a.nd Doug
H\ibbé.fd; Russell Hendx_'ickson;‘and another member of the Na‘tiOna.l Pérk
Service; ’

| " This time, I’ha.d‘ a recorder present. We had .iced tea, and coffee,

- and cookies alvr‘eédy_, in. Everybody helped them selves 'and'we shut the door

and got d;)wn tq work, Apd two hours pass.e‘d like 20 minutes, just as. th_ey
had this mprning.on'another pro’jgcf. |

Il was proud t;hat the,T'exas Pa‘rk’Service hadﬂrhade coﬁsiéerable headway. -
1\4Iaincy haa dI’aW‘I’l’a‘ pian for. fﬁrfxishing a 1itt1e log cabin, C’ii-ca 1850-£o_ 70,
listed ail the vite‘ms. Th.e National Park Service seémed as iméressed asI '~

wa.s.: We decided to give the list to the heads of the neighborihg Historical v

" Assbciations, especially Mr Tyrus Cox of Giilespie County, and Mr. Waltz

of Blan®o County, and to the re giona.i Historic_é.l Association, which is called
delightf_ul.ly;"thebEdwards Plateau, which Historical Association has already
met and offered to help.

. Ibelieve it was Rgs sell Hendrickson who had some interestingldrawings-

~ of little islands of exhibits. For instance, the cattle industry whichis so
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rhuch a partvof that région, would be represented by an_old and worn saddle,
a lariat, a branding iron, a beat up coffee pot, against perhaps the background'
of a blown up photograph of a chuck wagozi, som ewhere on a plain.‘

 We. d1scusaed the two walls. of gla.ss one facmg north toward the ranch, o

ythe other south, toward the h1ghway, and dec:1ded that we mlght have someﬂmg

sort of panels that would fold back on the south walls, so that they' could
become," if necessary, exhibit areas.
The Austin contingent is staying over a couple more days, and go to the ~ -

laboratory of the National Payrk‘ Service, to get all the he'lp they can on exhibit

. ideas. This is a sort of seminar for them.

“And my role is just something of catalyst, I hope.' I grope in so roany

thmgs in the da.rk without bemg a knowledgeable spec1a11st in anytlnng.

At any rate, I was exc1ted and buoyed up by the two hours and h0pefu1 wh?anv“ '

. Ileft them a littl_e_pa.s,t ﬁve , and fell into the b’ed, whera 1 nevertheless,;

- worked with Ashton, signing mail', making phone "ca.lls‘;

And at seven o'clock went in for my last appomtment of the da.y. James ,

' McGregor Burns had brought over the, I thmk its called, galley proofs of

" his book Wthh is really an edn:mg JOb w1th the forward wr1tten by hlm,

- and a senes of peoplewho d1d essays selected by him. The whole thing

designed to give a pictu:ra of this administration. He gave me a copy and

I noticed that some of those doing the essays, were Howard K. Smith, and'_ .

' Raiph Ellison, and Chester Bowles. And to my gréat i)lea.sure, McGeorge

s s e e Ao oo By T - S ~ P . Frn ey b hs e ]
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Bundy. He's a spare, non—'c‘ommittal, very professorial man, and I had

the ser'xse,' guarding his honor cé,refully, as a free writer, lest I try'llt'o‘

_influence him.

" He asked me a number of questions about my own operation  - why

" Ido not really know - because this book is finished and I do not kndw of

another he is 'writing. What was the work of a First Lady like ? How many

people did I have working in the Beautification office ? In Liz' office ?. What

did Bess do? But not the sort of questions that got at the meat of the .

ma’_tter; it seemed to me. And I,:lthough I regard him with respect, and . N ‘

-would really l_ike him to uﬁdetétand what this is, and wha.t'it can Be, this . -
vparticula.r'niche I occupy. I simply do not have e‘n_ough energy left, to paint
' . the word picture it deserves, so I answéred in very simply, and brieﬂy, ‘

"on the bones of the set-up.

o And he léft about 7:40, and to ‘my amrazement, ‘Lynddn came home a

little before eight, an early hour for him. We sat in the West Hall, while

he teleph_oﬁed,' and‘I read, and  then we had dinner and a‘rﬁb and went to -

bed at a blessédly early hour. ‘
- ‘For. Lyndon, the day must have had spm.e sense of lift. The headlines

were -‘.T‘a.x‘Impa.sstpparently' Broken - Mahon Panel in House O, K's Spending -

~ Cuts; but that's a long way from finished. .

EEEERE




