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F o r  P a t,  th re e  w eek s  down and  fo rty -n in e  to go. F o r  m e a  b u sy  day 

ah ead .

I h av e  the  se n se  of r id in g  two h o r s e s  like  B en H u r, a  fo o t on ea c h ,

and  th ey  a r e  g a llo p in g , and  I*m try in g  to ho ld  m y  b a la n c e , and  I*m ju s t

b a r e ly  s tay in g  ah ead  of ea ch  d a y 's  a c t iv i t ie s .

F o r  in s ta n c e , today, the W om en D o -e r ’s L uncheon , w ith  the " D isc o v e r

A m e r ic a "  th em e; an d  h e re  i t  i s  the v e ry  day  of i t  and  in s te a d  of be ing

c a lm ly  p re p a re d , I have th is  m o rn in g  to do i t  in . So I  took the p ro p o se d

r e m a r k s ,  and  the g u e s t l i s t ,  and  w ent to M r. P e r 's  fo r  a  sham poo  and  s e t ,

L iz  ro d e  ou t w ith  m e , I d ig e s te d  the r e m a rk s ;  th e re  w e re  so m e  good id e a s ,

som e good s ta t i s t i c s ,  b u t I f e l t  I cou ld  do b e t te r  ju s t  ta lk in g , tu rn in g  to the

s c r ip t  f ro m  tim e  to tim e , a s  an  ou tline .

It w as  a  good g u es t l i s t  and  I t r ie d  to  re m e m b e r , the  w a rm  l i t t le  p o in ts

of c o n ta c t,,  to w ard  each  g u es t, so th a t w hen each  one cam e  down the l in e ,
w h e re

we w ould r e e s ta b l is h  o u r  f r ie n d sh ip  begun , o r  I  w ould le a rn  m o re  a b o u t/h e r  

p a r t ic u la r  fa c e t  of t r a v e l  w as .

I w as  b a c k  a t  the W hite H ouse b y  11:30, changed  in to  m y  w hite  A dele  

S im pson  su it ,  an d  th en  I got an  SOS fro m  B e s s . F ra n k  S in a tra  w as in  h e r  

o ffice . She h ad  u n d e rs to o d  th a t he w as  to see  the P re s id e n t .  The P r e s id e n t  

w as n o t going to  be ab le  to -  C ould  I see  h im  ? - Y es, of c o u rs e ,  l e t ’s m e e t 

in  the L ib ra ry ,  fo r  a  good g la s s  of s h e r r y  in  five m in u te s .

A nd so , I  w en t d o w n s ta irs  an d  sp en t n e a r ly  a  h a lf  h o u r,' h ig h ly  in te re s t in g ly .
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he w a s , a s  so  o ften  h ap p en s , n o t the flam  buoyant c h a r a c te r  you ex p e c t.

Q u ie t, w e ll spoken  - I l ik e d  h is  u se  of w o rd s . We ta lk ed  abou t J a c k  V a len ti 

and  Lynda B ir d 's  l i t t le  a d v e n tu re  in to  H ollyw ood. He lik e d  h e r ,  and  I s a id , 

“ She f e l t  th a t she  h ad  som e r e a l  f r ie n d s  th e ir .  "

And of h is  new  p ic tu re , c a lle d  I b e lie v e . The D e te c tiv e s  - abou t L a s  

V eg as , bu t m ad e  in  P a r i s  - he sa id  th a t he w ould se e  th a t a -copy w as m ad e  

a v a ila b le  fo r  WTiite H ouse v iew ing ro o m .

And we ta lk e d  about how the film  in d u s try  cou ld  co m p e te ; th a t i s ,  the 

H ollyw ood industri^y , w ith  the lo w er p r ic e s  a b ro a d .  I d id  m y  b e s t  to f i l l  

in  the gap. I  w ill  l i s t  th a t a s  one of the job q u a lif ic a tio n s  fo r  a  P r e s id e n t 's  

w ife , to s u b s titu te .

B ack  u p s ta i r s ,  I con tinued  studying  the g u es t l i s t ,  an d  a  te n u re  of m y  

r e m a r k s .

And a t  one o’c lo ck , w en t t o the G reen  R oom , to re c e iv e  (what a  pom pous 

w o rd ) the g u es ts  fo r  the " D isc o v e r  A m e ric a "  luncheon . A t f i r s t  th e re  w e re  

p ic tu re s  of o u r th re e  s p e a k e rs ,  M rs . Ed E dm ondson , w hose h u sb an d  is  a  

C o n g re s sm a n  fro m  O klahom a; and  R obin Duke; and  F ra n c e s  C olton , of 

M a d e m o is e lle  M agazine .

T he  g u e s ts  w e re  a ll ,  in  one w ay o r  a n o th e r , s p e c ia l is ts  in  t r a v e l ,  in  

a t t ra c t in g  i t  to th e ir  own h o m e co m m u n ity , by r e s to r a t io n s  of old h o m e s , 

o r  m u se u m s , o r  p ag ean ts  o r  p ilg r im a g e s .

T h e re  w as p re t ty  M rs . H o ra tio  B untin , of the L a d ie s  H e rm ita g e  

A sso c ia tio n , w hich  had  r e s to r e d  A ndrew  Ja c k so n 's  old hom e in  N a sh v ille .
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She*s one of the L yndon’s d is ta n t r e la t iv e s .  A lso  fro m  m y  own t r ip s ,  d e a r  

M innie C oyle of M o n terey , C a lifo rn ia ; and  M rs . P le z  H a rp e r , fo under of 

the P a la d u ra  C anyon F e s tiv a l;  and  M rs . L a w ren ce  M ille r  of S haker V illage  

in  H ancock , M a ss a c h u se tts .  And one of the la d ie s  th a t h ad  r e s to r e d  S ocie ty  

H ill, C a ro l  Scanlon, in  P h ila d e lp h ia .

A nd r e a l  c lo se  to h o m e, L u c ille  T e r r y  of the J e f fe rs o n  P ilg r im a g e ; an d  

M iss  D oro thy  V aughn of S tra w b e rry  B ank in  P o r tsm o u th , New H a m p sh ire .

A nd th e re  w as a  s iz e a b le  co n tin g en t of t r a v e l  p r e s s  th e re .  N a tu ra lly , 

the N atio n a l G eo g rap h ic  w as r e p re s e n te d  by M rs , D uncan A ikm an; an d  

th e re  w as a  M rs . J a m e s  B lack w ell of M ad em o ise lle ; M iss C yn th ia  K ellog 

of V en tu re  M agazine ; and M ary  L e a th e rb e e , the t r a v e l  e d ito r  of L ife ; and 

one I*ve n e v e r  h e a rd  of. B e tte r  C am ping  M agazine w as r e p re s e n te d  by  M iss  

K atie  M cM ullen .

A ll p a r t ie s  m ove b e t te r  if  th e r e ’s som e good f r ie n d s  who a r e  a sk e d  to 

be h o s te s s e s ,  to see  th a t e v e ry  body a t the ta b le s  g e t to know each  o th e r  

a n d  to t r y  to  m ix  people up. So I h ad  a sk e d  B e s s , to a s k  T ru d y  F o w le r  and  

P h y lis  M o ss , the  w ife of the S en a to r of U tah; and  M rs , R o g e r  S tev en s, to  

be h o s te s s e s ;  an d  R obin  who can  do double duty  on any th ing .

G o v ern m en t, bo th  n a tio n a l and  lo c a l ,  is  w ork ing  to e n co u rag e  t r a v e l  

an d  L o u ise  M cK inney of Santa F e , w hose husband  Lyndon h a s  re c e n tly  

ap p o in ted  to c o -o rd in a te  the e f fo r ts  of a  lo t of g o v ern m en t a g e n c ie s , w as 

one of the g u e s ts ;  and a ls o  a lad y  f ro m  D a lla s , who is  c h a irm a n  of the
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c o m m itte e  fo r  F o re ig n  v is i to r s  (How lik e  D allas  to be th a t e n e rg e tic ) .

And s e v e ra l  a i r l in e s  w e re  r e p re s e n te d , w ith  th e ir  d i r e c to r s  of w om en’s 

d iv is io n s .

T h e re  w as a  g ro u p  w ith  w h ich  I w as v e ry  sy m p a tico , and  lo v ed  fo r  the 

lin e  to go slow . I  cou ld  te l l  M rs . Irv in g  M atthew s, th a t to go th ro u g h  the 

H is to r ic  G ard en  W eek of V irg in ia , w as one of m y  d re a m s , and I y e a rn e d  to 

do i t  in  the fu tu re . And M rs . C a r ly le  H u m m els te in , of W illiam sb u rg , w k 

how m u ch  I  h ad  lo v ed  our w eekend  th e re , the P r e a c h e r  n o tw ith stan d in g .

We w en t in to  the B lue Room  and h ad  s h e r r y ,  dubonnet and  o range  

ju ic e , a n d  then  B e s s , a lw ay s h o v e rin g  a ro u n d , s ig n a led  m e an d  I led  the 

la d ie s  in to  the  F a m ily  Dining R oom .

Two v e ry  p re s tig io u s  c e n te r s  of t r a v e l  w e re  r e p re s e n te d  a t  m y  ta b le , 

M r s ,  Low e, who t r a in s  g u ides a t  C o lo n ia l W illiam sb u rg ; M rs , D orothy  

G r e e r ,  the h ead  of the O ffice of P u b lic  R e la tio n s  a t W in ter T o u r, I to ld  

h e r  I cou ld  n e v e r  thank  kacx enough, M r. H a r ry  duP ont, fo r  a l l  he had  done 

fo r  u s  h e r e  in  the W hite H ouse.

And th e re  w as M rs , M ilton  U nderw ood, who h ad  bought and  r e s to r e d  

R osedow n P la n ta tio n , St F ra n c is v i l le ,  L o u is ian a , and  I  w as c h a rm e d  to 

h e a r  the s to ry  of the r e s to r a t io n .  It se e m e d  she h ad  b e e n  going an tique  

hun ting  w ith  som e f r ie n d s ,  and h e r  h u sb an d  had  sa id , "W ell, d id n ’t you 

buy  any th ing . " "N o, bu t I a lm o s t bought a  p lan ta tio n . " "W hy d o n 't y o u ? "  

And so  she  did , and  i t  b ecam e  a  s o r t  of l i f e ’s w o rk .
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And th e re  w as M rs . B a lfo r M ille r ,  who s ta r te d  the N a tch es  P i lg r im a g e  

in  N a tch es , M is s is s ip p i.

M y t r a v e ls  h e re  in  the \ ^ i t e  H ouse y e a r s ,  have  no t le d  m e to M is s is s ip p i ,  

b u t I*m going to m ak e  up fo r  th a t, w ith  p le a s u re .

T h e re  is  a  s o r t  of a  sn id e  a ttitu d e  am ong the  s e lf - s ty le d  in te l le c tu a ls  

of re a d in g  M is s is s ip p i  out of the U nion, w hich  I find  d is a g re e a b le .

One of the m o s t a t t r a c t iv e  g u es ts  w as fro m  m y ow n ho m eto w n  o f A u s tin , 

M r s .  M a rg a re t  S ca rb o ro u g h  W ilson, v e ry  p re tty , she  m u s t have  b e e n  u n d e r 

30. She*s the P re s id e n t  of S c a rb o ro u g h 's , and  m y p a r t ic u la r  i n t e r e s t  in  

h e r ,  is  th a t i t  is  the f i r s t  s to re  on C o n g re ss  A venue, to p lan t t r e e s  and 

th e re b y  b e  v a s tly  m o re  a t t r a c t iv e .  I  d isc o v e re d  th a t she b e lo n g ed  to s o m e -

thing c a lle d  the Young P r e s id e n t 's  C lub, and  h ad  ju s t  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  th e i r  

conven tion , I  lik e  to expand  m y know ledge of A u stin , and  the peop le  I  w an t 

to know th e i r ,  in  the fu tu re .

A nd a n o th e r  g u es t, w as m y co u s in , M rs , W illiam  S an d if^ r, who h a s  

a  lodge in  E v e rg re e n , C o lo rad o . , I 'd  a sk e d  h e r  to be a  h o use  g u e s t and  so  

the v e ry  p le a s a n t luncheon  w en t a long .

A nd w ith  co ffee , I  ro s e  w ith  a  few  w o rd s  of g re e tin g , po in tin g  ou t th a t 

th is  h o u se  i t s e l f ,  i s  v e ry  m uch a  p a r t  of the D isco v e r A m e r ic a  p ro g ra m , w ith  

abou t a  m illio n  e ig h t h u n d red  thousand  v is i to r s  a  y e a r  , Spoke g low ingly , .

I  hope, abou t 263 a r e a s  w ith in  the N atio n a l P a r k  S ystem , f ro m  the G ran d  T e to n s
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to  the p eak s  of A ttu , and  of the out of the w ay p la c e s  lik e  J e f fe rs o n , and  

F re d e r ic k s b u rg ,  T e x a s , Of the in c re a s e  in  t r a v e l  fro m  o v e r s e a s  c o u n tr ie s , 

208% s in ce  1961, bu t s t i l l  no t n e a r ly  enough fo r the b a lan ce  of p ay m e n ts .

A nd then  an  in tro d u c tio n  of g u e s ts , who w e re  in  th e ir  d iffe r in g  w ay s, 

e x p e r ts  on tra v e l .  B ut a t  som e m o m en t, I don^t qu ite  re m e m b e r  w hen, 

Lyndon cam e in  w ith  a f lu r r y  of e x c ite m e n t th a t a lw ays a c c o m p an ie s  the 

P r e s id e n t ,  w h o ev er, w alked  up to  the podium , and m ade a  jo k in g  r e m a rk  

ab o u t one w ay of ge tting  to see  m e , w as to c a tc h  m e a t  one of th e se  fu n c tio n s , 

an d  I  f e l t  a  l i t t le  sad  abou t i t .  A nd then  a  s im p le  s ta te m e n t, th a t t t  w ould  

be  helpfuj. if  a l l  of us w ould look  a t  th is  c o u n try , see  a l l  of the in te re s t in g  

th in g s  h e r e ,  and  fo re g o , fo r  the  m o m en t, any  su b s ta n tia l l i t e r a tu r e  th a t 

a d v e r s e ly  a f fe c ts  ou r co u n try . And he w as gone in  five m in u te s , and  I  

ex p ec ted , ad d ed  to the m e m o ry  of a  good m any  of the 50 g u es ts  th e re .

F i r a t ,  th e re  w as M rs . E dm ondson . She b eg an  low key . I d id  no t 

r e a l iz e  u n ti l  she  w as ab o u t a  th ird  of the w ay th ro u g h , th a t she w as r e a l ly  

m ak in g  a  g r e a t  sp eech . W hat an  a s s e t  she m u s t be to h e r  h u sb an d .

I h ad  su g g e s te d  h e r  a s  a  sp e a k e r  b e c a u se  I rem e m b e r, and  E d  an d  abou t 

fiv e  c h ild re n , p iling  out of a  s ta tio n  w agon a t  the ra n c h , one f a l l  a f te rn o o n . 

T h ey  h ad  ju s t  b e e n  on a  long c r o s s - c o u n tr y  t r ip ,  an d  s u re  enough, the 

te n u re  of h e r  ta lk  w as the m an y  tim e s  they  h ad  tra v e l le d  a s  a  fa m ily , the 

sev en  of th em , the c h ild re n , now ran g in g  fro m  8 to 23, fro m  O klahom a to 

( . W ash ing ton , a lw ay s  the s to p s  to se e , a l l  the s i te s  a long  the w ay, the m an y
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of the g r e a te s t  h i s to r ic  p la c e s  a ro u n d  the U nited  S ta te s , to  M exico , And of 

the en o rm o u s  p e r s o n a l  r e w a rd s  th a t they  had  a l l  go tten , e s p e c ia lly  the 

c h ild re n , in c lud ing  the se n se  of re sp o n s ib il i ty , the know ledge of how to get 

a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  peo p le . You can  ge t funny abou t sev en  people tra v e lin g  

to g e th e r  in  a  s ta tio n  w agon. And the deep  sen se  of a p p re c ia tio n  of the h is to r y  

of th is  c o u n try . F o r  m e , she w as the s ta r  of the day  - no t in  lo o k s, b u t in  

th a t in tan g ib le  th ing  you m ig h t c a l l  i t  em pathy , th a t r e a c h e s  out fro m  h e a r t  

to h e a r t .
' ' , m

And then  th e re  w as R obin , d e a r ,  b r is k ,  h u m o ro u s , chai;lng R obin  

who ta lk e d  b r ie f ly  and  to the po in t, abou t in ex p en s iv e  package to u rs ,  th a t 

w ould  in tro d u c e  v is i to r s  to fam ous m u seu m s  in  s e v e ra l  c i t ie s ,  they  n e v e r  

new  e x is te d . A nd the five  day  sw ing th ro u g h  N ational P a rk s ;  of a  n eed  to 

w o rk  h a r d e r  in  m ak ing  v is i to r s  w e lco m e, a s  she s a id  E u ro p ean  c o u n tr ie s  

do. W ith h o te ls  and  t r a v e l  a g e n ts  and  a i r l in e s ,  a l l  hav ing  som ebody  on th e ir  

s ta f f  who can  ta lk  to n o n -E n g lish  speak ing  v is i to r s .  And of l i t t le  books of 

s im p le  E n g lish  p h r a s e s .  T h o ro u g h ly  fe m a le , th o ro u g h ly  b u s in e s s  w om an;

I do lik e  h e r  so  m uch .

And th en , the l a s t  sp e a k e r  w as F ra n c e s  C olton , of M a d em o ise lle , who

ta lk e d  ab o u t the new , in v is ib le  g ian t of an  in d u s try , w ithou t sm o k e s ta c k s , 
'th a t '

T ra v e l .  A ndxrf/the U. S. C en su s  B u re au  h a s  e s tim a te d  th a t in  an  A m e ric a n  

day, one out of e v e ry  s ix  Kk jobs can  be a t tr ib u te d  to the econom ic a c tiv ity  

c r e a te d  b y  t ra v e l .  And th a t i t ’s w om en’s w o rk  to d ec id e  w h ere  t r a v e l  fo r  

p le a s u re  i s  going to take p la ce . And so i t  i s .  T h a t to u rism  is  m ade up of
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fo lk lo re , and n a tu r a l  w o n d e rs , and  lo c a l f e s t iv a ls ,  a s  i t s  raw  m a te r ia ls .

I t w as an  e x c e lle n t sp eech , but too long.

A f te rw a rd s , I a sk e d  b r ie f ly , fo r  co m m en ts  o r  o b s e rv a tio n s , and  

didn*t en c o u ra g e  them  fo r  m o re  than  ten  m in u te s . And then  su g g e s te d  

th a t a l l  the g u e s ts ,  th a t if  anyone c a re d  fo r  an  u p s ta i r s  to u r  of th is  h o u se , 

g u id es  w ould be w aitin g  o u ts id e . And I p a r t ic u la r ly  to ld  M rs , B u tton  to 

lo o k  fo r  a l l  the m e m o ra b il ia  of P re s id n t  Ja c k so n  in  the Q ueen’s Room  - h is  

bed , the p o r t r a i t  of E m ily  D onaldson  Ja c k so n ,

H ad a r ra n g e d  fo r H a ze l S and ife r^  to take m y  c a r  and  go s ig h tse e in g ; 

and  h a d  o ffe re d  a  c a r  to  L u c ille  T e r r y .  •

And so I h u r r ie d  to the door an d  shook hands w ith  a l l  the d e p a r tin g  

g u e s ts ,  fe e lin g  thtit i t  h a d  r e a l ly  b een  a  v e ry  p le a sa n t, and  re a so n a b ly  u se fu l 

o c c a s io n ,

I p ro m is e d  to se e  L o u ise  M cK inney and  the two o th e r  g u e s ts  f ro m  S anta 

F e ,. so  im p o r ta n t  is  th a t l i t t le  town in  t ra v e l ,  a t  the o p e ra  in  Ju ly .

A nd then  I w en t u p s ta i r s  and  sp en t the r e s t  of the a f te rn o o n , in d u s tr io u s ly  

re c o rd in g ;

C lo se  to  sev en , d r e s s e d  up in  m y  yellow  g ab ard in e  c o a t d r e s s ,  I  d ro v e

w ith  Lyndon out to the G eorgetow n C lub, w h ere  th e re  w as a  re c e p tio n  in  h o n o r

of the S p eak e r, the f i r s t  and  only p a r ty  I can  re m e m b e r  in  th e ir  h o n o r . And
s tre a m  o f

th is  is  s tra n g e  fo r  som eone , so long  a  p a r t  of the stoansgEc W ashing ton  l ife , .

... ...........I.. .
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W A S H I N G T O N

T h u rsd a y , M ay 2, 1968 . P ag e  9

He lo o k ed  v e r y  pa le  and  s tood  a lo n e , w ithou t M rs , M cC o rm a ck . We 

m ad e  a  b r ie f  s to p .

A nd th en  w en t on to the H ale  B oggs ' g a rd e n  p a r ty , w h ere  ev e ry b o d y  

an d  h is  c o u s in  h ad  g a th e re d  on the f ro n t law n. And ty p ic a lly  B o g g s, and  

d e lig h tfu lly , the f i r s t  g u e s ts  we en c o u n te red , w e re  th re e  of th e i r  g ra n d c h ild re n .

I w as d e lig h ted  to ru n  in to  M rs . E dm ondson , an d  in tro d u ced  h e r  to 

L yndon a s  the s ta r  of the L uncheon .

T he  B oggs have  a  l i t t le  g a rd e n  - the c o rn  w as com ing  up, a n d  I  to ld  

H ale  to  save  u s  a  me s s .

We c i r c le d  the law n - I lo s t  Lyndon m o s t of the w ay. T he c ro w d  w as 

o ld t im e rs  fro m  the H ill, L o u is ia n a ia n s , a  g re a t  m any  pea&ple I d id n ’t know, 

an d  I d ec id ed  b ig  p a r t ie s  w e re  r e a l ly  no t fo r  m e , a f te r  a  th o ro u g h  in v e s t ig a -

tio n  fo r  30 y e a r s .

A nd so , we w e re  b ack  a t  the W hite H ouse by  8 :30. Lyndon phoned  and 

I re a d , an d  we s a t  down to a  q u ie t d in n e r.

And then  I h ad  a  ru b , and  I w as in  b ed  b e s id e  h im , and  s o m e tim e , I  

d o n 't  know w hen, b e tw een  11 and  12, th re e  g u e s ts  w alk ed  in , r e tu rn in g  fro m  

the B ig B ro th e r s  D in n er.

T he V ice P re s id e n t ,  who had  b een  the ch ie f  sp e a k e r  thelfe,; an d  D rew  

P e a r s o n , the s o r t  of P a tro n  Saint of the o rg a n iz a tio n ; and  F ra n k  S in a tra  

who h ad  san g , I th ink  he had  sa id , 17 songs -  v e ry  g e n e ro u s  fo r  a  s ta r ,  I 

thought. It w as one of the am u sin g  la te  n igh t ta b lea u s  I w ill r e m e m b e r
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W A S H I N O T O N

T h u rs d a y , M ay 2, 1968 P age  10

fro m  m y  days h e re .

The V ice P re s id e n t ,  in  e s p e c ia lly  h igh  s p i r i t s .  M u r ie l 's  doing fine 

he sa id . L a u g h te r  a n d  b a n te r  - and  then  they  w e re  g o n ^  and  so  to s le e p .

One of the h a z a rd s  of liv in g  h e re ,  i s  who I’l l  m e e t a f te r  I take off m y  

m ak eu p .

# # # # #

(:


