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For Pat, three weeks down and forty-nine to go. ,For'me a busy da.'y
ahead.

I‘have the sense of riding two horses like Ben Hur, a foot 'on each,'

' and they are gallopmg, and I'm try1ng to hold my balance, and I’m Just ,

' barely stay1ng ahead of each day s act1v1t1es. .

For instance, today,' the Women Do-er's Luncheon, ‘with the "Discover

' America" theme; and here it is the very day of it 'and instead of being

' ca.ltnly prepared, I have this morning to ‘do it in. So I took the proposed

remarks, and the guest list, and Went to Mr. Per s for a shampoo and set.

Liz rode out thh me, I d1gested the rema.rks, there were some good 1deas, '

‘ some good stat15t1cs, but I feltI could do better Just ta1k1ng, turmng to the

script from time tonme. as an outline,
It was Aa. good guest list ahd I tried to reme'mber, the Wa.rm little points

of contact, toward each guest, so that when each one came down the lme, .
: : where

| we would reestabhsh our fnendsh1p begun, or 1 would learn more about/her

partu:ula.r facet of travel was. '

'Iwas back at the Wh1te House by 11:30, changed into rny wh1te Adele

S1mpson su1t, and then I got an SOS from Bess. Frank Smatra was in her

‘.‘office. Sh'e had understood that he Was_ to see the President. .‘ .The President

was not going to be able to - Could I see him ? - Yes, of course, let's meet

in the Libfa:}y,'_for a good glass of.sherry in five minutes,

~ And so, I went down_s'ta.'irsand spent nearly a half hour, highly in'terestingly, .
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he was, as so often happens, not the flambuoyant character you expect.

Quiét,'v"well_ spoken - I liked his use of words. We talked about Jack Valenti |

ahd Lynda Bird's little adventure into Hollywood. He liked her, and I said,

' "'She. felt that she had some real friends their."

And of his new picturé, cé.lled'iIbelieve, The Detectives - about Las -

Vegkas, but made in Paris - he said that he would see vth'at é.'t:oopy wé,s made

available for White House viewing room,

And we' talked about how the film ihdustry couid compete; that is, the

Hollywood industrfy, with the lower: prices abroad. Idid my best 'to fill

‘in the gap., I will list that as one of the job dualifica.tions for a President's

wife, to subsfituto. |
Back upstairs, I continued étud);ing the guest list, and a tenure of.'my |
remarks. . |
, And at onev‘o'clock, 'Wént ‘to thé Green Room, to.reoeive (what ég ooinpous ":

word) the guests foi_the ""Discover America' luncheon. At first there were

pictures of our three 'speakers, Mrs. Ed Edmondson, whose husband is a

Convgres‘sman from‘Oklahoma; and Robin Duke; and bFrances, Co‘lvton,"of ‘
Mademoiselle Magazine, -

The guests were all, in one way or another, specialists in travel, in

- ‘attracting it to their own home commu‘nity; by restorations of old homes,

" or museums, OT pageants or pilgrimages,

The.re was pretty.Mrs. ‘Horatio Buntin, of the Ladies Hermitage

- Association, which had resfored'Andrew' Jackson's old home in Nashville.

et b A b B e o b s <
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'rSh'e's one of thexLyndOn‘s’distant relatines. -A'lso from m}t own trips, dear
Minnie Coyle of Monterey, " Calﬁornla, and Mrs. Plez Harper, founder of
' the Paladura Canyon Fest1va1 and Mrs. Lawrence M111er of Shaker Vlllage
ghe in Hancock Massachusetts. And one of the ladies that.had restored Soc1ety
- Hill, Carol Sca.nlon, in Ph11ade1ph1a. |
And real close to home, Luc111e Terry of the - Jefferson P11gr1mage, and
_ Mis.s Dorothy Vaughn of Strawberry Bank in Portsmouth, Nev;f Hampshire.
| .Andthere was a sizeable contingent oi"travel p_ress there. | Naturalty,
- the Natioual Geographic was _represented by M'rs. Dunean A1kma.n, and - |
g there sras a Mrs.t .]'ames iBlack\yeil of‘Mader'noiselle; Miss Cynthia Keliog ‘. 3
of Venture Magazine; and Mary Leatherbee, 'thetravel ed‘itor ofl Life;‘and
one -iI've. never heard of, Better Camping Magazine was represented’by’ Miss
Katie M.c‘l\/lulle’n‘.' |
: All' partres move better ;1f ther_e's'some ‘good friends wv;vho‘are_aslltedto '
» .be hostesses. ‘to .see that every body at the tables get to anow each Other
and to try to m ix people up. ‘So 1 had asked Bess, to ask Trudy Fowler and
:v ‘-Phyhs Moss, the w1fe of the Senator of Uta.h and Mrs. Roger Stevens, to |

'. " be hostes ses; and Robm who can do double duty on anythmg

Government. both natmnal a.nd local, is workmg to encourage travel |
and Louise McKinney of Santa Fe, whose husband Lyn'don has rec'ently
‘appointed to co-ordinate the ,effo.rts of a lot of governrnent agencies,-‘w_a_sf

one of the guests; and also a 1ady from ,Dalias, who is johairman of the o
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co;ﬁfnitteé for Foieign visifors_(ﬂow like Daiias t.o> be fhét energetic)..
And s’everél a;irlines wéré re'presen'ted,v with thei—r directéré of wc_)mén‘s »
diviéions.. ' |
The;‘e y;}a's a group with which‘I‘ wa's'ver;; sympatico, and loired fpr the"_:.' '
line to g o slow. I.could teli Mrs.i IrVing.Matthews., that to go through tﬁe
i—Ii.étc;ric Garden Wéek of Virgi#ia, ;vas one éf my dream's,A and I yearhéd to"
do it in the fﬁture. And Mrs, Carlyle Humfnels;tein, of Williamsk;urg, wk
how mucﬁ 1 hadllc‘wed‘ our wéel;end th}ere,. the Preacher x"xAdt\';vibthhstandin'g‘. ‘
| 'We went ini:b the-Blue Room and had shérry, du_bonne£ and praﬁge
juicé, and then Beés, élwéys ‘hoverir'lg é.roymd, éigha.léd me and I led"t:h.e
ladies’ into; the Family D1n1ng Room,
Two very'pre stiéiéus cehter's‘ of travel were representea at.my table,’
’MArs. Lowe, ‘who trains guides at Coillonia;l Wiliiém;bufg; Mrs, Do.r‘ot.hy
Greer,'_ tﬁe head of the Office of Public Revla.tions at Winl:ef Tour. I told B

her I could never thank kax enough, Mr. Hé.rry duPont, for all he had done

~ for us here in the White quse.

* And there was .M‘ré. Milton Underwood, who had bought and restor ed

" Rosedown Plantation, St F_‘ranciéville,‘ Louisiana, and I was-ché.rmed to

hear the story of the restoration. It seemed she had been going antique
hunting with some friends, and her husband had said, "Well, didn't you
buy any,thing. " ''No, but I élmost bought a pianta.tion.»" "Why don't you ?"

And so she did, and it became a sort of life's work.
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- .Ané there was Mrs. Balfor Miller, wﬁo star'ted’ the Na.i:ches Pilgrirﬁa.ge.

ir; Na.t;he"s,v Mi‘ssis’sippi; o | |

My i:favels here in lthe White House &earé, have not 1e<i me‘ £é Mississippi,.
but .I"m'vgoing t'o.‘m'a.ke’up >for that,‘ with pléasure.' |

There is_vafﬂso.‘rt,ofra._ snidé atﬁtude a;niong the sélffstfled 'intevll.e‘ct\ialAs '
of revading.. Missisgippi out of f.he'Unioh, w_hif:hi ﬁrid'di.s;ag'r'eéable.

Che- of fhe mostvé.ttractive' guests ans Ifrom my own hometc;w‘n"pf Austiﬁ, ‘
Mrs. vMargafet Scarbb’rough Wilson, '\)gry pretty, she must hévé been under

30. She's the President of Scarbérough's; and my particular int‘e(re.st in

“he#, is that it is the first'storé_ on Congress Avenue. to plant trees and o

thereby be vastly more attractive. I discovered that she belbnged' to some- -

thing called the Young President's Club, and had just returned from their

" convention, I'like' to expand my knowledge of Austixi, and the people I want

" . to know their, in the future,

And another guest, was my cousin, "Mrs. William Saﬁdiféf, .ﬁho has
a lodge in Everg?eeﬁ, Colorado. ) I'd askec;i_ her to be a hoﬁsegu.'eét‘a'nd s0
thé _\.re'ry’_pléa.'sa‘.pt;. l'uncvzih'eonkwe:ﬁt along.
- And Wlth bcl'éffe'e’," I roSe w1th 'a few WO\I'}VdS;‘ éf g'reetirig, 'poir';.tinég c;ut thé.t_

this house itself, is very much a'p'a.r-t of the Discover America program, with

“about a million eight hundred thousand visitors a year,. ‘Spoke glowi:igly,1 .

I hope, about 263 areas within the National Park System, from the Grand Tetons
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to[the'pe‘aks of Attu,~ and of the out of the Wa.'y places like Jefferson, and.

Fredericksburg, Texas. Of the increase in travel from overseas countries,
208% since 1961, but still not neaﬂy enough for the balance of payments; o
R And then an introduction of guests, who were in their differing ways;

experts on travel, But at some moment,' I don't quite remember when,

" Lyndon came in with a flurry of excitement that always accompanies the

President, whoever, walked up to the podium, and made a joking remark -
about one way of gettihg to see me, was to catch me at one 'of these funcf._ioné,

and I felt a little sad é,bout it. And then a simple ‘s“tatement, that tt would

- Dbe helbful if all of us would look at this coﬁntry, see all of the interesting

things here, and fofego, " for tﬁe mément,‘ any é.ubstaxllltial literature th'af
a.dverseiy affeéfs our couﬁtry. And he ,w‘é.s‘ go#e in fivé'mingte s, and I |
}expe‘cted, added f:o th'e mémofy of a gobd many of the 50 guesté t.:here'.'v_-
jFixlst,- there vs)as' Mrs_.lE;c].movndsc;n. Sh‘e’ begaﬁ low ‘key.j_ I did .IIIOt'
realize until she wé.s a.b:o‘ut'a. Fhifd of the Way _th.roﬁgh, thaf sﬁé’was re'al].y.

making a great; spéech. What an asset she must be to her husband. = -

'1had suggested her 575 a speaker because I remember and Ed and about .

five chﬂdren, <pi1ing Qut of a station Wa;g‘on‘ at the rahéh,' one f_all' aftérnoon;

The_)'r ‘ha‘.d ju'st‘ been on a long cross-équntry trip, and sure enough; the

tenure of hér talk was the mé.ny times they had travelléd as a family, the

seven of them, the children, now ranging from 8 to 23, from Okla.homa to

: _Wa.shington, always' the stops to see, a_ll. the sites along the way, the many
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~of the gljea.teét historic places around the United States, to Mexicb. ~And of

the: enofmous personal rewards thét they had all gotten, especially'the . .

childrén, including the sense of respbnsibility, the knbwlédge of how to get

~along ﬁth other people. Yoﬁ. can getA funny about seven people traveling

together in a station wagon. And the deep sense of appreciation of the history

of this country. For me, she was theA'star of the day -é»hot in '1ooks',' but in
that intangible thing you might call it empathy, that reaches out from heart
to heart.

- And then there was Robin, dear, brisk, humorous, chaying Robin
who talked briefly and to the ppint,v about inexpensive package tours, that
would introduce vis‘ito:sxto famous museums in several cities, they never

new existed.  And the' five day swing through National Parks; of a need to

work harder in making visitors welcome, as she said European countries
- do. With hotels and travel agents-and airlines, all having somebody on their

- staff who can talk to non-English speaking visitors, And of little books of

simpie English phrases, Thoroﬁghly female, thoroughly business woman; -

I do like her so mué_h. . i

~And 'then,4 ’the"lafst spéaker was Frances Colton, of Madémoiselle, ‘who

talked about the new, invisiblé giant of ‘é.ny industry, without smokesté.cks. -
‘ that ' ' - ' ' .

" Travel. Andmi/th_e YU.‘ S. Censu's Bureau has estimated that in an American

day, one out of every six xh jobs can be attributed to the economic activity

created by travel. And that it's women's work to decide where travel for

pleé;su:e is going to t‘akebplace. - And so it is, That tburis-rﬁ is made \ip of,: v
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‘folkllo.re, and ﬁé.tu;a.l wondefs, and loigal'fesx.tj.vals, asﬂits‘raw m'aterials. ‘
It was éh excellent speech, but too long.
| Aftervvvé,fds,‘ I asked 5rieﬂy, for com'mentskc}r observations; and
‘didn't ‘e_’vn’coux_'-a.ge tﬁefn for mOr; than ten minutés.‘ | 'Alnnyd' the_n'.suggestedj
| tliébt all vthe guests, th;t if va,1.1yor.1e. cared ’fo‘r."é.n upstaix;s tour of this ﬁoﬁse, '
v guideé v?(é‘auld Be VWait.ing' outside. And 1 pé.fticulafiy .toid M‘r‘s'.‘ Button tq
' '1§ok for all the merﬁorabilia of Pre-sidnt Jackson in the' Queen'szoom - his o
bed, the po;:tré.it of Emily Dona.ldson Jackson, | |
| ‘Had arranged fqr Hazel ’Sandi‘ferl to take my car ‘and vgo sightseeing;
andvha.d‘ oﬁfe:t"ed_a car to Lﬁcillé;’i‘er‘rf. k .

And sd.’I hu;;riéd' to thé- door and éhéok h’aﬁds wiﬁh all the departiﬁg'
bguests, feeling that il; had really béen a very pleasant, and ’réasorlaablly uséful
occ;sién. , |

f I promised tvb/Seé‘ Lauise ‘McKinney and the two othe'r'gueéts from Santa
. Fé,, so i?nporta_nt ié that little tbwn in travel, at the éper'a in July..
..A‘nd‘then I'.We.nt uﬁstéii-é aﬁd spentithve resf of the. aftexjnobn; inczlu.s.tzliouslyl‘
recording |

“'Close to sé((éﬁ, d;eSséd up in my yéliow gé.bai:dihe coat dress, I drove
with Lyndbn ouf‘ to"tllle Géofgétowh Club, whére thére was a rétépﬁoh invhonor ; )
of the Speaker, the fn:st and only party I can 1"emember in then' honor..; And' ‘

stream of
this is strange for someone, so 1ong a part of the =&mange Washmgton 11fe. .
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He looked very pale and stood elone, without Mrs. McCormack -We
'.ma.de a brief stop.

And then went on to the Hale Boggs' ga.rden party, where everybody
and hlS cousin ha.d gathereﬂ on the frOnt lawn And typ1cally Boggs, and . .
dehghtfully, the f1rst guests we encou.ntered were three of the1r grandch11dren.

| I was dehghted to run 1nto Mrs., Edmondson, and 1ntroduced her to

Lyndon as the star of the Luncheon,

The Boggs have a little. garden - the corn was coming up, and I told
Hale to save us a mess.

We circled the lawn - Ilost 'Lyndon most of the way. |

.The crowd was -
oldtimers from the Hill, vL_onisianaians, a great many permple I didn't know,

and I decided big parties were reaily'not for me, after a thorough 1nveet1ga.-
tion for 30 years. ; o
And so, we. were back at the Wh1te House by 8: 30

Lyndon phoned and
I read and we sat dOWn to a qu1et dmner. - o o
And then Ihad a rub, and I was in bed beside him, and som et1rne, | |
don'tknow when, between 11 and 12, three guests wa.lked in, .returm.ng from
| the Blg Brothers Dmner. v o .
ihe Vrce Pre s1dent,’ who had been .the" cvhie.f speak.er' theﬁ’é., and YD.r‘ew

thought.

It was one of the amusing late night tableaus I will remember
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from my days here.
The Vice Pre‘sident,‘. in especiglly high spirits;v Muriei's dding fine
_ _hé: said; Laugﬂter and bar;tef - ’aﬁd then they were gone, and "so .to sleep.
.Qx;e of the hazards bfiiving i;ere, is ;;vlixo I'll me ei: after I take ?)ff‘ mf

' makeup; |
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