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T u e sd a y , M ay 7 , 1968 P a g e  1

It w as a n o th e r  day  of tre m e n d o u s  a c tiv ity  - -  w ith  m o re  on m y  sch ed u le  

th an  I cou ld  g ra c e fu lly  h a n d le .

I w as up  e a r ly  and  w o rk ed  a t m y  d e sk  w ith  L iz  on m y  sp ee ch  fo r the

d e d ica tio n  of T h e se  d a y s , ev en  th e  d r iv e  f ro m  the  W hite H ouse
or

to  M r .  P £ r^* s  Shop 9̂<y Je a n  L o u is  have to  be u se d  by L iz  o r  A sh to n  o r  B ess  

w ith  p a p e rs  on our la p s  in  f ro n t of u s ,  w ith  the  qu ie t 40 m in u te s  u n d e r the  

d r y e r ^  a  good o a s is  of w o rk .

I w as b ack  a t the  W hite H ouse by 1C:30, d r e s s e d  and s tu d ied  the g u e s t l i s t  

o v e r  co ffee fo r the C ouncil bn the H u m a n itie s , A bout th i r ty  m e m b e rs  - -  co lleg e  

p r o fe s s o r s  o r  P r e s id e n ts ,  w r i te r s ,  p h ilo so p h e rs , p o litic a l s c ie n t i s t s ,  a  n e w s -

p a p e r  m a n , an  a r c h i te c t ,  h ead ed  by B arn ab y  K een ey , fo rm e r  P re s id e n t  of 

B ro w n .

T he H o n o ra ry  D eg ree  th e y  h ad  g iven  to  Lyndon w as a t r e a s u r e d  m o m en t 

in  o u r l iv e s ,  and  a t r e a s u r e d  su m m a ry  of w hat he*s done w ith  h is  y e a r s .

I know le s s  and have done l e s s  abou t th is  N atio n a l C ouncil on the  H u m an itie s  

th a n  m o s t of the  th in g s  th a t L yndon h as  h ad  a  hand  in .  F o r  in s ta n c e  I have 

en joyed  and  w o rk ed  w ith  so m uch  th e  C ouncil on the  A r ts  b e c a u se  I a m  in  tune 

w ith  i t .  So I w as anx ious to  be v e ry  g ra c io u s ,  to  le a r n ,  to  e x p re s s  th a n k s ,

I stood a t  the  d o o r of th e  Y ellow  R oom  to m e e t th e m . D r .  K een ey , one 

of th e  f i r s t .  A nd th en  P au l H o rg an  w hom  I had  lik ed  v e r y  m u ch , but w ho, I know , 

had  cooed on u s  e a r ly  in  the  days of V ie t-N a m . A m in is te r .  R ev e ren d  J a m e s  

M o rg an  f ro m  A u s tin . And jBmwwrt R e d fo rd , Lyndon*s old c la s s m a te  fro m  

Jo h n so n  C ity  and  now tiajsc a  p ro fe s s o r  of G o v ern m en t a t  the  U n iver s ity  of T e x a s  ^
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and re c e n tly ^  h ead  of the  A sso c ia tio n  of P o li t ic a l  S c ie n tis ts  of the  whole 

c o u n try .

The nnost a t t r a c t iv e  m e m b e r  to  m e w as P e i ,  the  A rc h ite c t .  And he and  I 

w e re  soon  in  d is c u s s io n  on the  p lan s  fo r  the K ennedy L ib r a r y  w hich  a r e  

a m a z in g ly , and  I thought ev e ry th in g  th ey  touched  w ould be s ta r r e d  fo r  s u c c e s s .  

But n o , th e  p lan s  a r e  bogged down o v e r a  d iff icu lty  in  the s i t e .  I t invo lves 

m ov in g  a  t r a n s i t  h e a d q u a r te r s ,  o r  so m eth in g  lik e  th a t ,  fo r  b u se s  o r s t r e e t  c a r s .  

And it*s a l l  m ix ed  up in  p o l i t ic s ,  M r , P e i to ld  m e . And th a t he thought p e rh a p s  

the  p la n s ,  so  c a re fu lly  d raw n  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  a g o , w ould be out of da te  by th e  t im e  

th e y  go t the  s ite  s e t t le d .

I t 's  e a s y  to  se e  why M r s .  K ennedy chose h im . He i s  in te ll ig e n t,  c h a rm in g . 

He m u s t be e a s y  to  w o rk  w ith ,

. I m oved  f ro m  g ro u p  to  g ro u p , try in g  to  d raw  th em  out abou t the w o rk , th e  

C ouncil o f th e  H u m a n itie s , to  whom o r  w hat do th ey  give g ra n ts  . W hat is  th e i r  

o b je c tiv e ?  A la s ,  the  m o re  I h e a rd ,  th e  l e s s  I u n d e rs to o d . So I ju s t  c o n c e n tra te d ’ 

on g iv ing  th em  an  h o u r th a t m ig h t be p le a sa n t to r e m e m b e r .  N e a r ly  ev e ry b o d y ,

I f in d , h a s  an  i n t e r e s t ,  a c u r io s i ty ,  and  a ffec tio n  fo r  the W hite H o u se , So •

a f te r  te l l in g  th e m  s e v e ra l  of m y  own fa v o rite  s to r ie s  of th is  Y ellow  R oom  and 

u rg in g  co ffee  and  sw eet r o l l s ,  I le f t  th em  a  l i t t le  p a s t 12:00 in  the h an d s of 

J im ’s a s s i s ta n t .  M is s  MQXkmon, to go and see  the L in co ln  R oom  and  the 

T r e a ty  R o o m ,

A nd th en  a  l i t t le  m o re  q u ick  w ork  on m y  sp e e c h . And B rooV gA ster

and h e r  so n , T ony M a rs h a l l ,  w e re  o u tsid e  w aitin g  fo r m e ,  Brool«, b r e e z y .
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f r e s h ,  m o re  a liv e  th a n  n e a r ly  anybody I know . I don*t know why i t  shou ld  

s ta r t l e  m e  to  se e  th a t she h a s  a  son  who a p p a re n tly  is  in  h is  young t h i r t i e s .

We d ro v e  w ith  L iz  to  B uchanan  fo r the  d ed ica tio n  of th is  d re a m  th a t ’s b een  

2 -1 /2  y e a r s  in  the  m a k in g . T h e re  w as a  s iz e a b le  c ro w d . T he sch o o l c h i ld re n  

w e re  a l l  s e a te d  c r o s s - le g g e d  in  th e  sunken  b a sk e tb a ll  c o u r t ,  and  th e i r  p a re n ts  

a r r a n g e d  on the  s id e s  a ro u n d  i t .

M r s .  F lo re n c e  M . J .  W hite , th e  p r in c ip a l ,  w as a t  the  d oo r of the  lim o u s in e  

to  m e e t  u s  and  acco m p a n ied  u s  up  to the  s ta n d . An in v o c a tio n , th e  p ledge of 

a lle g ia n c e  to  th e  F la g ,  w ith  one o f the  s tu d en ts  le ad in g  i t ,  and  th en  A m e r ic a  

th e  B e a u tifu l. T he w o rd s  n e v e r  fa il to  th r i l l  m e , but th e se  c h ild re n  h a v e n ’t 

b een  tau g h t to s in g  i t .  A t le a s t  th e y  d id n 't give fo r th  lik e  we u se d  to  a t  F e r n  

S chool a t  F r id a y  a f te rn o o n  e x e r c i s e s .

T h en  th e  S u p e rin ten d e n t of S c h o o ls , D r . W illiam  M anning , ganpontng the  

w e lc o m e , and  ev e ry b o d y  tu rn in g  a ro u n d  to  see  if  M ayor W ash ing ton  w as going 

to  m ak e  i t .  He d id . J u s t  in  the kn ick  of tim e  - -  s lip p in g  in to  the  s e a t  n ex t to  

m e  w ith  a  b ig  s m i l e .

M r s .  W hite p re s id e d  v e r y  w ell - -  p o ise  and h u m o r and  f i r m n e s s .

W a lte r ’s sp e e c h , w a s , a s  a lm o s t a lw a y s , w ithou t n o te s  and  th e re fo re  

te n  t im e s  a s  e ffec tiv e  . H e ’s a n a tu ra l  sp e a k e r  and  h is  h e a r t  w as in  t h i s . A nd 

h e  d e s c r ib e d  a ll  th e  t im e s  we had  d r iv e n -b y . He c a r r i e s  th e  c ro w d  w ith  h im . 

And B rookew as v e ry  good to o . She po in ted  out th a t the  A s te r  F o u n d a tio n  had  

■ . sp e n t i ts  m oney  in  New Y o rk  a lw ay s b e fo re .  T h is  w as the  on ly  in s ta n c e  o u ts id e .

And she d id  i t ,  she s a id ,  bcBCffmffiKBC fo r  two re a s o n s :  F i r s t ,  b ec au se  w hen she

MEMORANDUM
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d ro v e  a ro u n d  tow n w ith  m e she saw  how m u ch  I w anted  th is  to  h ap p en  a t 

B uchanan  and  how  m u ch  B uchanan  n eed ed  i t .  A y e a r  I fe lt  th a t  l i t t l e  ta s te  of 

w hat pow er is  and  w hat th is  o ffice can  m e a n . I w an ted  i t  to  be a  v e r y  l i t t le  

t a s t e .  And th e  seco n d  r e a s o n ,  b e c a u se  she  h ad  sp en t h e r  own g irlh o o d  in  

W ash in g to n .

M y own sp e e c h  I thought w as p oor in  c o m p a r iso n . I r e a d  f ro m  m y  n o te s .  

And though  I t r i e d  to in je c t the  w a rm th  I fee l about th is  c o n s tru c te d , u se fu l 

s te p  in  th e  face  of a ll  th a t 's  happen ing  to d ay , I gave m y s e lf  abou t a  ''C " .

T h e re  w e re  o th e r  s p e e c h e s .  A n a c ce p tan ce  fo r  th e  D is tr ic t  of C olum bia  

by M r . C ole of the R e c re a tio n  D e p a r tm e n t.

B ut the  s ta r s  of the d ay , w ithou t doub t, w e re  th e  p u p ils  th e m s e lv e s  ► An 

a c c e p ta n c e  fo r  th e  schoo l and  co m m unity  by R o b e r ta  C y r ils  and  th e n  fou r l i t t le  

p re s e n ta t io n s  by p u p ils .  Two sc ra p b o o k s  about the  p r o g re s s  of th e  sc h o o l, 

acco m p an ied  by w e ll-m e m o r iz e d  l i t t le  s p e e c h e s , d e liv e re d  w ith  p o ise  and  

f e e lin g . One sc ra p b o o k  fo r B ro o k  and one fo r m e . And th en  f lo w e rs  fo r B rooke. 

and  f lo w e rs  fo r  m e .

T he l a s t  d e liv e re d  by  a  l i t t le  boy who co u ld n 't r e a c h  the  m ic ro p h o n e  and  

B ro o k  h e r s e l f  got up  and p ick ed  up  a  c o c a -c o la  box and  s ta r te d  to  d ra g  i t  ou t 

fo r  h im  to  s ta n d  o n . A g en tlem an  cam e to  h e r  r e s c u e  and he m o u n ted  i t  w ith  

undaun ted  p o ise  and  d e liv e re d  h is  s p e e c h . I gave th em  a ll  an  " A " .

O th e r  sch o o ls  h ad  b een  in v ited  to  a t te n d . T h e re  w as a  band  and  th en  a  .

I B e n e d ic tio n , And th en  M r s .  W hite s a id , ’’And now we have a  s u r p r i s e .  A s

soon a s  the  c h ild re n  file  ou t of the b a sk e tb a ll  c o u r t ,  I w an t ev e ry b o d y  to  m ove 

b a c k  so  a s  not to g e t in  the  w ay of the  s u r p r i s e , "  And th en  th e  s p r in k le r
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s y s te m  tu rn e d  on - -  g re a t  a rc h s  of w a te r  sp ra y in g  out o v e r  the  b a sk e tb a ll  

c o u r t .  And a  s h r ie k  w ent up  f ro m  a ll  the c h i ld re n . I t r e a l ly  w as d e lig h tfu l. 

W hat fun i t  w ill be  in  the  s u m m e r .

I w as look ing  a t W olf V g -n itk h a rt and hoping th a t he w as going to  w r ite  a  

good s to ry  on th e  w hole th in g . T h is  cou ld  be a  w o n d erfu l p a t te rn  - -  a 'ty p e  fo r  

the  c ity  - -  but .it c o s t $360 , 000.

The s ig n a l w as g iven  fo r  us to  s ta r t  to  the c a r s  and  I b eg an  w alk ing  w ith  

B rook^shak ing  h ands to  r ig h t and  le f t  iocK w ith  the  TV c a m e ra s  r e t r e a t in g  in  

fro n t of u s .  And su d d en ly  on a ll s id e s ,  pandem onium  b ro k e  lo o s e .  T h e re  

m u s t h av e  b een  som e s o r t  of s ig n a l .  I w asn*t a w a re  of i t .  But a l l  a t  o n c e , 

e v e ry th in g  w as in  u s e .  C h ild re n  w e re  c lim b in g  up  the p o lls ,  going th ro u g h  

th e  tu n n e ls  on th e i r  h an d s  and  k n e e s , the  l i t t le  ju m p in g  on th e  tra m p o lin e  

b o a rd s  u n til th e r e  w a s n 't  a sq u a re  in ch  le f t  on i t .  A nd th e  big  o nes m o u n tin g  

to  th e  to p  of th e  c lim b in g  eq u ip m en t w h ere  th e re  w as a  lo o se  cab le  w ith  a  

s lid in g  r in g  w h ere  you cou ld  sw oosh  down lik e  T a r z a n .

I hope the  W hite H ouse c a m e ra s  w ere  g rin d in g  aw ay b e c a u se  th is  w as 

w hat i t  w as a l l  ab o u t. A c tiv ity  u se  of fun . B ro o k  w as o b v io u sly  d e lig h te d .

And I w as so g lad  th a t h e r  son w as a lo n g , I w onder if  he h ad  e v e r  se e n  c lo se  

u p  one of h is  m o th e r ’s ^  p ro je c ts  in  a c tio n  b e fo re .  W hat she sp en d s  th e i r  

m o n ey  on and  w hy , b e c a u se  the why w as w r itte n  in  h e r  face  .

I s a id  goodbye to  W alte r  and M rs ,  W hite , w ith  a l a s t  w ave to the  c h ild re n  

and th e  c a m e r a s .  I got in to  the lim o u s in e  and  b ack  to  th e  W hite HouSe in  th a t  

auraxcacBck of w a rm th  and  s u c c e s s .  I t is  so p le a sa n t a t the end of any  jo b , and
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th is  i s  an  en d . And b y  th is  t im e , ra v « n e ss  b e c a u se  i t  w as a f te r  2 :0 0 .

We w en t up  to  the L in co ln  S ittin g  R oom , B ro o k  p ro te s tin g  a ll  the w hile 

th a t  th e y  ought to  go  and  l e t  m e r e s t .  I en joy  h e r  so m u c h . T he on ly  tro u b le  

i s ,  I w an t to  ta lk  e v e ry  m o m en t and  I w ant to  l is te n  e v e ry  m o m e n t. She and 

h e r  tw en ty -o n e  c o m m itte e s ,  b o rn  in  C h in a , m a r r ie d  a t 16. T h re e  h u sb an d s 

in  a l l .  A nd now th is  fa sc in a tin g  life  s  of a d m in is te r in g  a  v e ry  s iz e a b le  

F o u n d a tio n . It*s a  good w o rk s  th a t she tru ly  know s about and  lo v e s .  So I  

w asn*t abou t to  le t  h e r  go .

We had  a s iz e a b le  lu n ch eo n . C ra b  m e a t co c k ta il and th e n  a  s te a k .  B ro o k  

s a id ,  “You ought to  be happy  w ith  w hat youV e d o n e ."  Som e n ice  w a rm  th in g s  

th a t m ad e  m e  g lo w . A nd w ell do I know th a t i t 's  co m p o sed  of S h a ro n 's  w o rk  

and Liz* and B e s s 's ,  And m o s tly  m y  h u s b a n d 's . S t i l l ,  I 'v e  h ad  a  hand  in  i t  to o . 

W hen she  and  Tony le f t  a  l i t t le  p a s t 3 :00 , I found th a t I w as r e a l ly  t i r e d .

So in s te a d  of going to  th e  B eau ty  p a r lo r ,  I ju m p ed  in to  m y  b ed , s ign ing  m a i l ,  

au to g rap h in g  RK p ic tu re s ,  w ork ing  on m y  sp e e ch e s  w ith  L iz .  And th e n  in to  

m y p in k -la c e  cage d r e s s  fo r the big  Ju d ic ia l R e c e p tio n , s te a lin g  a  few  m in u te s  

b e fo re  i t  to  go down to  J im  K e tc h u m 's  office w h ere  J im  and  B e s s ,  s o b e r - fa c e d ,  

had  s p re a d  out th e  S ta te  c h in a , a l l  of the  d e s e r t  p la te s  and  an ex am p le  of th e  

o th e r  s e r v ic e ,  and  the  r e s t  i f  lo v e ly . But the d e s e r t  p la te s  - -  I am  s im p ly  

a f ra id  I ch o se  too  d iff icu lt a  d e s ig n . T h is  is  no t the d ay  of in d iv id u a l h an d w o rk , 

of 18th C e n tu ry  L a u is to f i  D e S e rv . In  s h o r t ,  som e of the d e s e r t  p la te s  w e re  

aw fu l, though so m e w e re  lo v e ly . So w ith  a  sink ing  h e a r t  we ta lk e d  o v er 

the p o s s ib il i ty  of look ing  fo r  a n o th e r  d e s ig n , g e ttin g  the d e s e r t  p la te s
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h a n d -p a in te d . M eanw hile , keep ing  ev ery th in g  q u ie t and  ju s t  pu tting  out fo r 

the  C hina R ec ep tio n  e ig h t of th e  p la te s  th a t  w e re  r e a l ly  lo v e ly . And now if  i t  

e x i s t s ,  I hope we can  c a sh  in  on any  of the goodw ill. We m ay  have w ith  the 

la d ie s  of the p r e s s .  I flin ch ed  m fro m  som e of the re v ie w s  we m ig h t g e t ,

I w as b a ck  u p s ta i r s  to  w a it fo r  L yndon . A nd th en  a  l i t t le  p a s t  7;00 we 

w ent dow n to  the  G reen  R oom  fo r the re c e iv in g  lin e  fo r  the Ju d ic ia l R e c e p tio n .

We a sk e d  the  C hief J u s t ic e  and  M rs .  W a rre n  to  s tan d  in  lin e  w ith  u s .

T h e y 'v e  b eco m e  one of o u r fa v o rite  coup les  in  W ashing ton  m y  r e s p e c t ,  m y  

lik in g  fo r  th e m , is  v e ry  d e e p . M rs .  W a rre n  w as v e ry  lo v e ly  in  a  la c e y  b la c k  

d r e s s  th a t  she  ought to  have h e r  p o r t r a i t  m ad e  in ,  w ea rin g  h e r  l i t t le  g re e n  

bu d d h a , w ithou t w hich  I d o n 't know w h e th e r I w ould rec o g n iz e  h e r .

F i r s t  cam e th e  S u p rem e  C o u rt and th en  the C ab inet and  th en  som e 500 g u e s ts  

f ro m  th e  J u d ic ia ry ,  and  o u ts tan d in g  la w y e rs ,  f ro m  the a p p ro p r ia te  c o m m itte e s  

on th e  H il l ,  so m e of A r th u r  K rim *s f r ie n d s ,  and th e re  w as th e i r  own s ta f f  who 

a re  la w y e rs  and  w ill be th r i le d  to the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  m e e t the C o u r t .

O nce ag a in  I t r i e d  to  w eave in to  th is  R ecep tio n  m y  own f r ie n d s ,  m ak in g  

a  r e g u la r  H ouse p a r ty .  I h ad  a sk e d  the  A d ria n  S p e a rs  and  th e  O . J .  W eber% ,

. and th e  Irv in g  G oldberg*s and  the Jo h n  K offer*s of A u stin  to  spend  the  n igh t a t 

the W hite H o u se . R igh t a t the  l a s t  m in u te , the  H al W oodw ards, by  w hich  t im e  

I w as abou t down to  L uci*s ro o m .

. Cy and  M r s .  V ance we put in  th e  L in co ln  R o o m .

T he P h ilip  B aldw in’s w e re  th e r e .  I p ra y  th a t h is  ju d g esh ip  w ill go th ro u g h  

so o n . And m y  o ld  f r ie n d , R u ss  B ro w n , f ro m  the days w hen I u se d  to  ru n
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L yn d o n ’s o ffice  and  he w as off in  th e  w a r .  And M iss  ^ l l a  C la re y  in  an  evening  

d r e s s ,  b a r e ly  to t te r in g ,  bu t hav ing  m o re  fun th an  anybody . The CqC dran 

c la n ,  T o m , M a rg a r e t ,  And Judge  and  M rs .  H o w ard , The Johnny  C rooker*s 

of th e  C iv il A e ro n a u tic s  B o a rd . M r s .  ^ w i n  G risw o ld  , the  w ife of the 

S o lic ito r  G e n e ra l w as in  h e r  w h e e lc h a ir . A p re t ty ,  c h a rm in g  w om an , c o m p le tly  

u n in h ib ited  by  w h a te v e r  h e r  a ilm e n t i s .  And h e , a  s tau n ch  a tte n d a n t,  I lik e  

th e m  - - I th in k  I w ould en jo y  know ing th em  b e t t e r ,

Lyndon h ad  a s k e d  th a t we in c lu d e  a l l  of the  T e x as  ju d g es  th a t he  had  

a p p o in ted .

I saw  th e  E r n e s t  Gwynn*s and  th e  W ayne J u s t ic e ’s ,  And th e r e  w as 

M a rv in  J o n e s  - -  f ro m  the p a ssa g e  of t im e ,  does no t a l t e r ,  but r a th e r  m e llo w s . 

And M r s .  M itc h e ll P a lm e r ,  a la s  look ing  lik e  a  ra th e  fro m  the p a s t .  A n o ld  

f r ie n d ,  A lice  O 'D o n n e ll, who h as  tak en  an  a rm y  of sp e c ia l g u e s ts  to  the  S uprem e 

C o u rt fo r m e .  And o ld  f r ie n d s ,  the L eon  Jaw o rsk i* s  and P a u l P o r t e r ’s .

F ro m  G o v e rn m e n t, the  L aw so n  K n o tt’s , W illiam  M cC hesney  M a r t in ’s , 

T h e re  is  a lw ay s  a  n o tab le  slow ing  up  of the  lin e  w hen p a s s e s  th e se  d a y s . And 

he and  L yndon  h u d d le . The D illo n  R ip le y ’s ,  the  G lenn S e ab o rg ’s and the 

E d  W e is l, J r . ’s .

Of c o u r s e ,  a  s iz e a b le  co n tin g en t fro m  the J u s t ic e  D e p a r tm e n t. And 

B e s s  h ad  to ld  m e th a t th is  w as a. good chance to  add D ep a rtm e n t H eads f ro m  

G o v ern m en t who a r e  no t a  o ften  in c lu d ed  on in v ita tio n  l i s t s .

And S en a to r  S tro n i/fo llo w ed  a s  u su a l by the ex ceed in g ly  p re t ty  and  v e ry  

young la d y  w hose nam e I d id  no t c a tc h . E ven  on a l i s t  a s  m o n u m en ta l a s  th i s .
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one m u s t spend  tim e  going o v er i t  c a re fu l ly ,  b ec au se  u n le s s  you d o , som eone 

m a y  be  qu ite  u n in te n tio n a lly  le f t  o ff. And so w ere  the Gene W o rle y ’s of the  

U .S . C o u rt of C u s to m s and P a te n t A p p e a ls , u n til I d isc o v e re d  i t  and  put th em  

o n . Anne is  c h a n g le s s , bu t a la s  Gene looks so m uch  o ld e r  and  he is  u s in g  a 

c a n e .  I know he  i s  y o u n g er th an  we a r e .  And i t  hurts to  re m e m b e r  a l l  of th o se  

good t im e s  in  h is  b a c k y a rd  and  to  see  h im  femxK now lik e  th i s .  L a te r ,  I m ad e  

s u re  th a t  he and  the  P h ilip  B aldw in’s got to g e th e r  b e c a u se  th a t  i s  th e  C o u rt th a t  

P h il ip  a s p ir e s  to  now .

We to o k  th e  lin e  w ithou t s topp ing  fo r  a b r e a k ,  and  I w as g ra te fu l fo r  w hat 

i t  m u s t  have m e a n t - -  a l l  the  la w y e rs  to  get to m e e t th e  C h ie f J u s t ic e .

And Lyndon c a re fu lly  in tro d u c e d  o ld  f r ie n d s  lik e  the  O . J .  W e b e r 's  w ith  

w o n d erfu l p re fa c e  abou t w hat a  g r e a t  young law y er he h ad  tu rn e d  out to  b e .

I w as p a r t ic u la r ly  g lad  th a t J im  R o b e r ts ,  the  a r c h i te c t  th a t  h ad  done 

P ro b o n o  P u b lic o , a  b e t te r  d es ig n  fo r  the l i t t le  P o s t  O ffice i n / |^ r n a c k .  He 

a c c e p te d  the  in v ita t io n , snc I in tro d u c e d  h im  to B e ss  and  th en  to  M a r ta ,  to 

s e v e ra l  of th e  V IP *s, th an k ed  h im  o v e r and o v e r ,  and  th e n  a sk e d  M a rta  to  m ak e  

s u re  th a t  he h a d  a  p le a s a n t ev en in g .

A t each  of th e se  big re c e p tio n s  I a m  co n sc io u s  th e s e  days th a t  th i s  is  

the l a s t  o n e , an d  I w ant i t  to  be ju s t  a s  a good one a s  the Johnson*s a r e  cap ab le  

of g iv in g , and to  be r e m e m b e re d  by th e se  g u e s ts .  And th e re  w e re  sojcax m an y  

of th em  w ith  w hom  m y  own m e m o rie s  ru n  b ack  a ffe c tio n a te ly  an d  d ev o ted ly . 

E s p e c ia l ly  D o ro th y  and  P h il N icho ls  . I t r ie d  to get th em  to g e th e r  w ith  the 

W e b e r 's .
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And th e r e  w as m u ch  re g re t t in g  th a t E li  Jo n es  hadn*t b een  ab le  taec to  c o m e .

W hen th e  lin e  w as f in ish e d , I w ent in  one d ire c tio n  and JLyndon in  th e  o th e r .  

I w a lk ed  slow ly  to  the S ta te  D ining R oom  and down the  H all and  in to  the E a s t  

R o o m , stopp ing  to  sp eak  t  o g ro u p s  of g u e s ts .  I t  w as a f te r  9:00 w hen I w ent 

u p s t a i r s ,

A nd th e n  b eg an  fo r  m e  the  m o s t p le a sa n t p a r t  of the  d a y . T he  W oodw ard^s, 

and S p e a r ^  and  W eberns and  G oldberg'^s and  K offer^s and I a l l  g a th e re d  in  the 

W est H a ll fo r  a  n igh t c a p . A c tu a lly  the Cy V a n c e ’s cam e u p  f i r s t  and  I m ad e  

it v e r y  c le a r  th a t know ing w hat fa c ed  h im  I thought he w ould p ro b a b ly  w ant to  

go s tr a ig h t  to  b e d . H e d id n 't  - -  he  s tay e d  and  w as soon the lio n  of the  even ing  

b e c a u se  a l l  of th e  m e n  g ra d u a lly  g ra v ita te d  o v e r by h im  and b eg an  lis te n in g  

to  w h at he though t the n ex t few days m ig h t ho ld  fo r peace  ta lk s  in  P a r i s .

So I m oved  a ro u n d  am ong the  la d ie s ,  en joying  i t  tre m e n d o u s ly , r e a l ly .

E a c h  of th e se  peop le  h a s  to u ch ed  o u r  l iv e s  c lo se ly  and  a t  so m e  c ru c ia l  

po in t - -  a lw ay s  g iv in g , in  m y  ju d g m en t, m o re  th an  th e y  g o t. I r e m in is c e d  

w ith  th e  Jo h n  K offer*s a b it about the law  su its  of *48. W ith H al ab o u t th e  

p r o g re s s  on the l i t t le  h ighw ay p a rk s  c lo se  to u s .  I d id n 't  r e a l ly  g e t to  go in to  

the  o ld  days w ith  O . J ,  w hen  he  and  I r a n  the o ffic e , a s  m u ch  a s  I w ould have 

1 ik e d .

A bout 11:00 saaaxDebcrjDdxmaak som ebody  m ade a m ove to  go . I d id  no t s to p  

th e m , bu t s a id  good n ig h t a l l  a ro u n d  w ith  th a t  s a tis f ie d  fee lin g  of hav ing  

a c c o m p lish e d  a  good dKsk d a y .

.. . ...


