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Wednesday, May 8th, was one of those days full enohgh to be a week.

Some recording and desk work in the morning.

The' headlines read»' NRFK Takes Indlana - Leads Here'' -
I got 1nto my yellow z.iﬂ'oman coat. and dress to.go down on the South

grounds at 11:30 for the arrival ceremony of Prime Minister 'Kittika.chorn“

.and his wife.

Several things make this visit different. First, that we have seen so much
of the ties in the last few years. The visit of '61, the King'an‘d, Cueen's trip

here. And then that never to be equalled rneetihg' of six Chiefs of State, -

Kittikachorn wae one, and the Philippines, followed immediately by our

trip to The.i.land.

) Aﬁd So I,realiy feei that we k.'now.tl'.xem, va.nd 1 like Vthem very mucir.-

| But another thing rrxade it different; Grandctxildren. One of thev Pri‘r‘ne’ ‘
Mirﬁster'e ‘de.u'ghters iivee»in Waehington 'f-- her hosband ts in the EmbassV --
and they have two little chi].dren kthat the Kittikachqrn:s haci not ‘seen:. A 1ittie ', ‘
boyvtwo, who stole the sho?v, end a iittle baby girl 1n arm‘s . N o

- The big, blaek car roled up and out stepped the Kittikachorn -- familiar

‘smiling _faee;.‘at ease, inspiring‘ confidence, his pleasant, plump little wife

wearing the Thai costume - - beaotifully ‘patterned with an elaborate belt.

The press found the two-year old grandsonvalmost as 'intereeting as the

two Chiefs of State . At one time he stood grave, sober and,wavind a Thal. '

ﬂag in one hand and a U. S flag in the other Lyndon d1d not fa11 to po1nt that

out. At another he leaned over and squatted down and examlned the bri ghtly




o~
, .

MEMORANDUM

O D THE WHITE HOUSE - |
Wednesday, May 8, 1968 . WASHINGTON- - - Page 2

shined shogs of one <;f the members éf fhe Honor Gv;xard who étood ﬁnperturbed,
| a test of his poise. I wondered if the littlé boy ;\N_a.s se"eigg his réflection.
The' White Hou se grounds' wére well lined ‘with guests. Ti’xey are ‘d.oing‘a.).
better job these days -of invitiﬁg p}eo.ple from the Débarf;nents, fr;m. ﬁhe.'Efnbaséy
c c.)nce1;‘ne>d"‘-'- sonig from'schoo_ls' -- and eSpecially our House g'u_estsvvand even
- dinne;: guests whom Qe “fhink' would er;j;)y'the ceremony. | |
Wi_th:the.e spe‘eches‘over, we filed into tfxe Diplomatic Rxmﬂqx Reception
Room fo'.r _the fev;( momentsA of handshaking with. the whole party. |
Mrs. Kittikachornvépeaks little English, but her williﬁgness to t%y is a
plea.s‘a'm‘t: V'cor‘nplir»ne‘nt.‘ | . | -
E And‘ i:he‘la; we‘,'_went upstéirsv an& I ‘had just. fi@e .to call‘. Lynda #gd éimplf :
ap 6logiée tdher for having practic'ally push‘e'd her 6ut of the'. room e;riy "
| 'tll'is .ﬁlorning when = she ‘h.ad‘come into seé ‘me t"o tail_(._. But so éften 1ate1y L
when she comes in I am obviéusly hurriedb, almost tafpiﬁg my foot- -bécgl.xée
that inférious moﬁsfer, my 'desk,‘ of those l‘ists, of _.th;)se’urgret-\’xrnebd "I)hér.xé
- c}allbsi will not let me be at I;éace. |
And' tll'xe sar.ﬁ;is_trué about ‘Lyn,do_n.“ I kngw.he simpiy likes me to-go in
én& sit with him w.‘hile; he is‘ havihg his lunéh, : evép if i ‘d‘o;llx't say a Wora. He -
.likgs ihg _qt'n'.et. vg_lvet from a pleasant, ifanv'x.iliha“r persox;v so i:xe éaxi bta',lk,i’f he
wants to." | | | | | |
I'm getting giy Qalues mixed up these last few weeks . But I keep on saying
to myself, "One week more --“twodwéeks ir;ore - 1'11 be on top of it."
) Tﬁis pa'rticularinvlorning»’, Ly‘ndori“h'ad fﬁrned to me an'd.lsaid,‘. "I don't_know . ., ’

how you are going to work it out, but I know you can. Mrs. Vance has gone up
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 to Ne&v York; I think, to 'ge_t their children and to bring 't.hem‘back down here,
" and their daddy's leaving terherrew fo‘r‘ these}negOtiatior_xs' and I Qant the |
'Va.lnc:»e“s'. to come tev.fhe dinner tenight.l And you v;iu_st werk it ‘oﬁt for the.‘
. c-hilldre-n tQ. s.pe.nd the night. here‘. ”. ""How many childrerr? " 1L don't know --
three or _four.'; ‘;'W.he,tv are. their, boys or girlsé And what ages 2 'He‘"walsn't
quite 'sure ' but; it 'wast one of YEms birthday Aand‘could we get a eeke |
And so, with the guest roomsalready pretty well commltted the Ed Welsl‘s N |
-‘1n the Queens? Room, Isa.belle Mathvg in 301 and the Walter Hall's in 327
and the Earl Perdoln1ks somewhere. And ‘_ofvcourse'the Vance s themselves | =
in fhe I;iﬁeoln’ﬁoom;. I simély; wa.lked out before b said 'anythrng and inte my A
‘I’OOII:I to think it o_ut; vAnd it was ax at that ‘.pretziee moment that L'ynda é.rrived v
‘.‘for a quiet .chummy' talk. _Well; I di.d,Aget_ivt figured out. The vaﬁcg‘s invited
and Gay called to be assured that we really wanted them te come. And‘I..did.’
' But it ‘wa.e no 1::.roulr>1e rea;liy. We put ‘one. Vance child in tixe Lin.cvoln. ‘Siti:t’in‘g Roo'm' '
on the“ Sofa-vwhiych is really a sla bed, a'u;d.wit‘h a little Shiffing, -tQ.Vo .Vance
dav.u‘ghters- » the eldest 'enes ] in '3§‘)'3 a.-n.d' another -child in the a..djok'iningv vSit‘i‘.ing _
reom, 4 er(iered the cake and a .mqvie for the childr_en wl'lile we had vdi.‘nne’r and |
'sent ‘the'mvwo‘rd. 'te l.)e-‘sure apa watch the fire_worksv -- the after;dinner ) |
' entertainment. | |
Wh_atvit.: fakee really is net'l;)eir;g fluefered and being willin‘g to tree,t peop‘l‘e ’.
li‘ke horrrefoik.‘ And when you fhinle what Cy Vance is -doiingl for this 'counf:ry -
‘has aéﬁe;, 'over.-and o\rer‘again., with hi‘s bad ﬁéck -- how ceuld you possibly |
' match it? So fée'i'ing' rather satisfied, I left for Mr. Per's a little after noon.

o Had a cheeseburger a.nd a coke under the dryer went over the guest and tried
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to learn how to say '_'Ton‘puing chan call'" instead of Mrs. Kittikachorn,

* but gaxie up on saying '"Mrs, Non ung Jeri Pong 8i'" -- a miss Song Su
- Kittikachorn. I even kept it in Mrs. Super Garticini -- thank hefrens for

Your Excellency;

I thought of what Cy had said earher in Lyndon‘s lxetedn: bedroom. p

'ant101pate that the f:.rst week or two will be a record playmg over and over of

all the alleged mlsdmngs of the Umted States. And that the oppos1te nnmbm

members were bnght and tough and one of them a superb propagandxst "

‘Back at the lth.te House I barely had time to change for the first event
of the: afternoon, tea in the Green Room, for the fascmatmg Colonel Ml.chael '
Panl, vwhom I had met at Palm‘Beach, and Alan Drury, an old friend of S_e.nate‘ .

days, author of Advioe'and Consent, A Shadebf Difference and s’e\.revral'others 7

Isabelle Mathifs‘ _who never 'looked prettier, Bess'and Liz.
It was a bright hour . @mmk Colonel Paul was a star descrlbmg his party

for Mrs ‘Post which is sort of a celebratlon of Rusman Easter I gathered

»ﬁan ~a.nnua1 affair where exiled Russian nobility and adventurers get'together :

and tell tales. . At one point when we were talklng about art, he sa1d that he had '
a Rembrandt, port hole portra1t of Washmgton and he wanted to leave it to the B
thte House . .I stood there mute, not really knowmg whether vhe meant it, seeing
in my mind's eye the White House s own Rembrandt peell nort hole portralt of

Washmgton hangmg r1ght above me in the Yellow Room, darmg to wish that it

"might some how come to the Ly'ndon Johnson Library. And so a miserable -

performance ended by saying lamely something like, '"how generous, how"
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wdnderful M

v Isabélie, who ha§ recentl? gétteh a divorcé, and that®s -dne. reason Why .. .‘
I wanted h‘er' _espgcia.liy noQ. Perhaps she is Iiohesome <= tiaey had many‘
friends: he.re._. 'i‘hé chxangei might be good. It was é cha.rnlqiﬁgl mixture of -
animation and serenity. n

~ In my remaining months here, I shall make it a point to know better the

- children of my friends.

So, it was a good hou‘r‘an-d'then I went in another direction for another
tea. This time to the Libra.ry'wher'e I met the Steinakers -- he is the Pr_e sident

of Sinclair Oil -- Karen Frances, and another gentle»man from his company.

" And they pfeéénfzed me with an album of Sin'clair'sv efforts in the conservation,

beautificatidn field. And he struck another blow for my favorite subject with

. a man who can do something dout it.

And then I was back upstairs to work with Liz and Erv in the West hall

on my speech for the Mary Laskawaards- only two days away.
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- We got the speéch p‘retty well in jdrder --a feeling of 'gréa.t“grat.:ific‘ati_ori.

~And I had vabsh.ort While td 'sirétch out and ;‘est a;id call fny house gueéts | -
 to v}eicome tﬁem béforg ’Mr.‘ Per came for.k'a. co.mb'-outA.» ,’Anld then vi’riltbo L

‘me yellbw flowiﬁg "chiffon, and thévnb tho'se ﬂa;rowing few mim:lters. v&h.ile'.f I'

Lyndon is late and then dashes _YirlltO his room and then in an incredible

few minutes is dressed and Bess is on the phone timing that so-brief

‘ride from Blair House and our descent in the elevator and out to the "

North Portico so that we arrive just as the_‘ last rifle 5utts are clicking
on .the' drivewaly.' and oncv:e‘mm_:é‘ the big blé.ék ‘car rolls .up.. :

| : This vt'im.e it rea‘llyAwa.s a family affair upst;.i;s in tile Y.ellow
Rqofn with "Ton puiné chong call" -- I have mastered it -- and th»e‘"
Prime‘ Miﬁister and three daughters. Thgre was élénty of talk abbéuv.t

our grandchildren. And Hubert without Mﬁriel. ‘He said she was recuperating '

~well.. And Dean and Virvgini_a. and the Ungers and Angie and Robin,

Am ong our gif;s to them, and the best I thought; was a cute

picture of their grandchildren obtained by some Cooperation,énd pre-

planning, attractively framed. Andm- tous, a very elaborate wooden

screen.

We marched downstaifé. 'vThis time I was with Hubert, and in the v

East Room took our places to meet the 140 odd guests. The Clark Cliffords

from the Cabin_et." Our military relation with the Thai's is pretty marked.

 And from the Senate, the Sam Ervins and the Alan Bibles, the Caleb Boggs
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and the 3irch Bayhé -- Marvella always one of our l;esf gué_st_s.- And
@heré vs'ra.s the Gokverbn.or of West Vi;ginia and Mrs. Hule;tt Smith. And
.lform_er‘ Govefnor John Da_lton of Missoufi. A gizeable cont'ingént fi'_om ’
th‘e_House»\_'..' Baref‘og»tVSan‘debr's -aIWé._ys takes 'cé;re of ﬁis »ow;ll -- 'Hal.eu
| .Boggs heading the list. |
From the ente-rta.inment. woi-ld thefe we;"'é the Bob Hopes ~—-he:
»w.;is follpWed all evte.ning by‘ the press listening for ev'ery: wc)rdT iHow. ,
tiring thﬁt must ‘1:;Iev -- for him imeaé. Anci the James Browns -_ he's
é. Neigl.:.d singer who _inAt_:he'r'eCent'r‘iots took to the streets in a §ouﬁd tru.ck
callihg on the young folks -—-thown constituencies and admifer.é - to
cool it"f .Be'ssA p{utﬁ him atv _Lyndoﬁ's taﬁie.
Two couples who knew Thailé.nd well, the Mé.x;»vell Tayv-lor~sv and

' the Graham Martins -- the Ambassador-when_We were there.

From the press‘ the Walter Annevnbe'r'gsﬁ -- and I had time to murm\ir ,

as they went down the line. Every day I loved and adored the Benja.min ‘

Frahk-linin the Green Room. Isabelle Shelton. Bob Thomps.ons.” Earl

Wilsons.
~From Bu_siness the quard.Ré.iﬁbin.s, whb is head of Texaéé..
and thel Fré.xiéo Scalamandfeé. He nbakeé s.,‘omve éf tﬁe ‘mos.t b}elaﬁtifu.l silk
1n oul; éoﬁn}:r'y, '.an‘d would}I thovugvht/iaye intergst'ed t-o‘ vmeet’other fambus
~ silk makers of the world.’ |
There .v‘vas General ézid Mrs. 'LAeona.r“d’ Chapmén - their own are

entertaining tonight -- the Marines.
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From the staff there was Larry Temple and Juanita Roberts.
The »Edwar'd Bennett W'illia.rr‘)s -- he's a 'fa.scinating man to‘meb. And our

host of hous'é guests -- the Reverend Franklinf Jackson pressed my hand

- when he passed and said, HWe tried hard but we didn't make it."" He had

v been leading the forces for Hubert here in the District of Columbia.

. Q\'w{. . ) ’ R

I had Mrs. jean Rostow on the Prime Minister's right --'a good-
guest who kept the talk going.

The Prime Minister and I talked about the Mekong' Délta_ River

project and what it could mean to his area, of the King and the Queen

“and -our wénderful visit, I gé.ve myself only about a C-plus for sparking

the most interesting conversation with either of my partners -- the Prime |

- Minister or Thanat Khoman, the Minister of Foreign Affairs. But the

. toasts were actually some of the best I remember, both personal and

substantive. Lyndon époke' of his sons-in-law and the son of the Prime -

Minister who are all fighting in Viet-Nam, . He closed with a toast to the

- U. S. delegation on the eve of its departure for the conference table where

we will negotiate in good faith and a reassurance to our Asian alliance in

the room. We will never abandon our commitment or compromise the

future of Asia at the negotiating table. And Kittikachorn answered in

the same vain, warning that grave problems lie ahead in preventing

‘Communist forces from reaping at the conference table the victory they

" could not achieve in the'ba.ttlefieild. He said, "The seeds of a wider.
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con.ﬂicvll: would be sewn if aggxl'e'svsio‘n is allowed.l:.o_suc;ﬁeed and smaller
nations are toppied by terror,. subversion aqd ghéer fdrge. "
"After dinnér. while coffee and l.iqueu‘rs werﬁe‘ béing Servéd? .
Lyn&oﬁ and fhe Prime Minister wcﬁt ﬁps‘tai‘rs to the Treé.ty_ I_{oqmb and
. ina‘.ugu.ra_‘l:ed"a.-vdirec't teiephOne sbérvi'c'e,‘via- Cérr})s.a.'t éétéllité between the )
U.s. a.r;d Thailand. When I first heara that they werve‘_- goiné ‘to 'do' i’t,‘ my
| ‘ imfnediate thought was wfxether they weré going to use 'I:haf; anc’:iént |
tel_.eéhone, Cii;ca 1900, a chief ébnversation piecAe'bf thé Tieaty _YI‘{o»on'-x.'
Butno‘.,; two ma;tchirig brand new .oneé were in so. fhatmthey coﬁld both;s.itv
at the .Tz"ea.,ty TaBle and .ta.lk and listen sifhultaneously. ~ The -‘T-:;'e.at-:y Room
was chosen be;:ause it:was here arouﬁd 18‘77.that t.he. first telebhon_é was
.ir;gtalled in the Whité Hoﬁéef ' The press t':rgopec.l in with them .a,nd re‘;.)‘or_tedi
a ve.ry éood ;:onhectiolz;; but ndt a very substé.ntive Conversation.- 'And ‘thén
we all f11ed out onto the balcony -- Lyndon and Mrs. Klttlkachorn and the
ane’Mmlster a;nd Iand a large a.ssemblage of guests out onto the Tru;'nan
‘ Balcony -- the reét off _the Blue_ Room below us -- for a unique, ‘ firét-time
; | 'enterta.inm'e'nt heJ."é. at th'e.W'hite' Housé. Thé u. S Marme Corps in their
fevénmg parade aéa:nst the ba.ckdrop of fhe Washmgton Monument h ‘
: Jefferson Memor1a}~éﬁd a full moon. And there must have beenva llumpt
'in a lqglof wafchers’ throa.f#. I thought of Lynaa. She had com’e. oﬁt on the
porcﬁ Awith us wea‘ring the paie pmk dfésé t'ha.tvshe had worn at : Luci'/s B

‘wedding, and of all the Friday.nights that she had watched this parade
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with (_llhuck",f and‘ how it took me a goodim‘any Friday nights to realize
.‘ that she vs}as ir}ter'esjtec‘l in sometﬁing moré t};an paradeé. 'He.had been
the Commander. ;t W?.s im_pregsive,, thrilliﬁé -~ the silent dfill plé.toon
oy with mosf xﬁafveious ’precisic;n, ‘The drum"and- 'bugle\ corps.v Captain -
S Bax.'x"yszeck,wa‘s t.l-le'Com'ISé;ny Corhfnander. 'Az;d then thé whole e\'reni.ng
- erupted into a display of fire&ofks tha\tt"SOéred and burst and lit up the"
sky -- aﬁnacgnmm ‘ma‘gn.iﬁcent sight, but I wondered what t?xe folks in.the |
| h sﬁbﬁrbs were thinkjbg_ - whevther‘ the .Na;tiona]f Air'port was uﬁder attack
or w}iethe; the riotefs were rez;.lly hére ir_gfo?ce. V'F‘irewt.)rks as er;terté.inxﬁeyit
B begaﬁ_ with: President John Adams who s.ug'ges’ted them as the right way to‘
éeléﬁrate Ir;dependenc'ev Day from §ne end éf the continent to the,o‘ther.i Fro‘m.‘ -
this tiihg fofward add forevér rﬁore. Well, in our féuf andva half yéars ,
here wé'vé pi‘etfy' well run the gaﬁgt of er_ﬁertaimhéht_ from Grand Opera
| singex;s iollndi.a;;i dancers. But tonight wa‘,‘s.indee‘d é. fifst_;
| Cha.t;nﬁagne was paésed after the last great chrysaﬁthemum of
sxfiery blossom éxploded invt}ie a’.ii'.-‘ Ar.u’i.»vAery'.soon the Prime Minister o
é.nd Mrs : Kitti};a..c»h'érnv r’bade» their depa.rtﬁ?e, and Lyndoh and I mipbg‘lled '
| F\}&ith the guests :fpx." é. conéidérable time. ‘ He looked happy tonight -
: relaxe;i‘ and not as ti‘redtals;'h.e ﬁas; . - | ’.

I went upstairs v‘vith‘Lynda a little past 12:00,




