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What a day. A s we advance farther into May I fee l m ore and m ore lik e  

a p itcher that is  poured com p letely  full of som e p reciou s liq u id . But it cannot 

hold anym ore and it s im p ly  overflow s at the top . What a s e r ie s  of em otion s, 

of e v e n ts , wonderful things that I would like to participate in v ig o ro u sly  and 

fem em b er  fu lly  in  d e ta il. T h ese la s t  s ix  w eeks have been about the b u siest  

in m y l i f e ,  and I am  sim p ly  at the point w here I yearn  for a few days of nothing.

I le ft  a c a ll for 6:30 and w as d re ssed  and ready and headed for the hangar 

at 7 :15 .

I ran into P e ter  R ostow  who paid m e one of the n ic e st  com plim ents I sh a ll  

ev er  g e t . He sa id , "Thank you M r s . Johnson for 4:he b est weekend I*ve ev er  

/  had."  I lik e  to get to know the children of m y fr ien d s , and I*ve indeed com e to

con sid er W alt and E lsp eth  as our fr ien d s . This has been a sp ec ia l w eekend  

w ith them  and a ll the m ore precious for m e becau se P e ter  has obviously  liked  

ranch l ife  - -  from  cleaning stab les  to driving an ancient jeep .

MEMORANDUM

We flew  into B erg stro m  and got on A ir F o rce  I . The BbmI b w ere a lread y  

on i t .  I had explained m y plan to Lyndon m uch e a r lie r .  And he sa id  by a ll m ean s  

we m u st invite them  to stay  at the White H ou se. They wouldn*t be in anybody’s 

w ay, a s  he ex p ressed  i t .  So we arranged s ig h t-see in g  for them  m uch of the day. 

Then sh e 'll watch M r. P er  do m y h a ir , and hopefully 1*11 look better in the 

y e a r s  to  com e at the Ranch with her h e lp . One litt le  segm ent of m y m ind is  

planning ahead th ese  d ays, trying to f il l  ev ery  day with those things that cannot 

com e again th ose k in d n esses to people who have been kind to me a ll of m y  

life  by sharing the White H ouse with th em . And then sim ply  getting ready for 

the day when I m ove out. But m y en ergy , m y sh eer  stren gth , s im p ly  does not
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m atch a ll the th ings to be done. So on the three hours back to W ashington,

I la id  down in the cabin and tr ied  to take a nap, and couldn*t. And so lite r a lly  

did that thing I hate m ost - -  w asted  t im e . *

We went from  A ndrews into the White H ouse on the h e lic o p ter . The B ergs  

v e r y  w id e-ey ed  and ex c ited , I think.

Back in m y room , I looked at the h ead lines of the p ap er. H ere in W ashington  

the c ity  of the poor w as getting its  f ir s t  d w e lle r s . And in  P a r is ,  Cy Vance 

and A v e r ill H arrim an w ere getting down to b u sin ess  with the N orth V ie tn a m ese . 

Lynda B ird  cam e in and talked to m e . M other’s Day had com e and gon e, and 

we hadn't m ade our announcem ent about her baby in late O ctober. She sa id  she  

was read y , and her daddy had a lread y sa id , "The so o n e r , the b e t te r ."

We le ft  it ten ta tiv e ly  that she would te ll L iz  and L iz  would take it  from  

th e r e . ^

And then w ith noon a lread y upon u s ,  B e ss  cam e in  to pads plan the-fieerTTSrte 

on our dinner for the n ight. N ever before have we cut it so c lo s e .  I looked  

over the gu est l i s t  and got M arilyn busy calling  the Jam es Lang’s and the B ill 

Hobby's to see  if  they would be H ouse g u e s ts . Lyndon had a lread y  asked  

Jean M urry V an d erb ilt. And at la s t  the Arthur Krim*s with whom I had spent 

the whole w eekend had been on the l i s t  and I hadn’t had the w it to check with  

them  to see  if  they would be com ing and to invite them  to stay  at the White H ou se. 

I hope by now that they know there is  alw ays room  for th em ,

M arilyn undertook to r e tr iev e  them  from  New Y ork. And B e ss  and I went 

to w ork on seating  and ju st how we would handle i t .  With 57, it  w as obviously  

too big for the u p sta irs  fam ily  dining room  in that in tim ate , private approach
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that we had f ir s t  planned. And yet that many is  lo s t  in the State D ining Roonn, 

I th ink.

L ike a p o litica l m eetin g , a party i s  often better in a crow ded ro o m . So 

we decided  on drinks ahead of tim e in the State Dining Room  and then round 

ta b les  in the Blue Room  for d inner, the stro llin g  str in g s during d e s e r t .

They are alw ays for m e a m om ent of l i f t ,  of excitem en t - -  the White H ouse 

touch . Then after d inner, coffee and liq u ers  in the p a r lo r s . And litt le  ta b les  

in the h a llw ay . A sm a ll group for dancing for anyone who wanted to .

B ecau se it w as not a State D inner, we did not have any entertainm ent . 

planned. And b ecau se  M r s . M arcos is  h ere for m ed ica l trea tm en t, and the 

m ood of the country i s  d ea d -ser io u s  with the w ar, and our a rm s shrink so  

te ste d  with the long hours of w ork , S a rea lly  gala dance didn't seem  the right 

fo rm a t.

I w orked w ith B e ss  on the other l i s t  - -  G osta R ica , A u stra lia  we are  

running a race with that date book and daily  loosin g  ground.

In June I sh a ll do nothing but h arvest w ild flow er se e d . But we did m ake 

p r o g r e s s . We kept right on working over a ham burger and Waldorf sa lad  

on a tray  in  m y b ed room . B e ss  didn't walk out until about 3 : 3 0 . 1  went to 

the sw im m ing pool and had th irty  la p s . And Mr . P er  cam e in  and gave me 

a sham poo and s e t ,  w ith M r s . B ^ g  w atching. And I shut m y e y e s  under the 

d ryer and tr ied  to think back to m y v is it  to the P h ilip p in es. The a rch io lo g ica l 

dig w ith the xasdx Z obeli*s, the p icn ic lunch a t th eir  beach h o u se , a v is i t  to 

the Loxon*s and see in g  th eir  co llec tio n  of a r t ifa c ts , coastlands of the
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C hinese trade from  the m ain Pang in Son D io n e ste s . A fabulous, never to be 

forgotten  b u rie l f ie s ta .

And I studied the guest l i s t .  A bright,arad engaging co llec tio n  of fr ie n d s .

Som e tim e during the afternoon , I don’t rem em ber quite w hen, Lynda had 

com e in to v is i t  m e and v e r y  d isturbed had read me a le tter  from  Chuck.

A ll th is tim e I have been w aiting for the ju st-r ig h t tim e to w rite  Chuck m y s e lf ,  

when I could think quietly  and ex p ress  m y se lf  b est and in  m y own handw riting. 

The p erfect tim e n ever c o m e s . So I stopped right then and th ere and d ictated  

a le t te r  to A shton . That*s one of m y husband's m arvelou s a ttr ib u tes . He grabs  

tim e#  by the fore lock  and holds it  at b ay , while he does som e job with the other 

hand. But n ever would get done if  he w aited for the p erfect t im e . H e's w ritten  

Chuck and Pat about two le tte r s  a w eek  ever s in ce  they le f t .  And th is i s  m y  

f ir s t ,  I am asham ed to sa y .

Lyndon w asn 't ready at 8:00 . So I went out on the North P o rtico  w earing  

m y pink chiffon w ith the white f lo w ers. . M rs . M arcos arr ived  looking beautiful 

and quite w e ll ,  w ith Angie Duke and her brother Ben who is  now the G overnor  

of one of the S ta te s , and two of her lo v e ly  blue la d ie s  and the Charge d*A ffaires 

c£ the EKHK P h ilip p in es, in  the absent of the A m b assad or.

A ctu a lly , I didn't m ind a bit that Lyndon w as late  becau se th is gave m e an 

opportunity to r ea lly  ta lk  to her about the Z o b e ll's , the L oxon’s - -  our w onderful 

v is i t .  What a great job of organization  she did taking care of s ix  v is it in g  C hiefs  

of S ta te , but had been a fan tastica lly  wonderful v i s i t .  And I wanted tolet her  

know that it w as w ell rem em bered  and appreciated  - -  ev ery  d eta il of i t .
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And then Lyndon cam e in , and the three of us stood in lin e in the Red  

R oom ,

J u stice  and M r s , Thurgood M arshall led  the gu ests  in . She is  a

P h ilip p in o , C . R .  Sm ith w as the only Cabinet m em ber p re sen t. H andsom e

Danny B rew ster  and h is new w ife - -  the only S en ator, T here w as Hale and

Liindy B o g g s, and the young B ill M oorhead’s ,  and the Ed M artin’s from  the

H o u se . We had asked  the Chip B o llin s , the new Under S ecreta ry  of S tate, whom

I had not gotten to know w ell y e t . And there w as the form er A m bassador to

the P h ilip p in es, B ill B la ir  and h is lo v e ly  D eta . And M ennen W illiam s who

is  the A m b assad or-d esign ate  to the Ph ilipp ines and N ancy. And the Roger

S tev en s, b ecau se of M r s .  M arcos* in ter est in  the Center for the P erform in g

A r ts ,  She told  us that the m oney had a ll been co llec ted  and the building

would be com pleted  in  s ix  m o n th s , And b ecause she is  beautiful and young

and in terested  in  a r t s ,  we*d invited  sev era l from  the entertainm ent world:

D ick  A d ler , David M errick , the R obert M arrow s. And from  the P r e s s , the

D ick  D ickerson*s and B etty B eale  .

T h is party r e a lly  ran the s in g le  la d ie s  and the s in g le  gen tlem en . F r ed

F a r r , L loyd Hand without Ann, Jean V anderbilt, F ran cie  W hite, Editor of

/in  aH arpers BiaaattPe*-- one of the m o st stunning w om en p resen t,' AxBdxx v e r y  lad y-

l ik e , p atric ian  b lack  and white d r e s s .

And Lyndon's a ll-t im e  favorite lady a lo n e , Mr s .  N icholas L ongw orth.

I put h er at h is ta b le , who was full:^ of congratulations about Linda and sa;id,

"I lik e  her - I lik e h er ."
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They have a certa in  kinship betw een th em , I think.

Knowing A lice  R o osevelt Longworth has been one o£ the exciting  pages of 

m y life  h ere . A winter*s ta le  to be reto ld  when I s it  by the fire  and life  is  

q u ie t .

F rom  T e x a s , there w ere the B ill Ho^by*s and the Jam es L ang’s ,  both of 

them  looking v e r y  sheek  and in terestin g  and I would lik e  to get to know them  

b e tte r . And we had invited  A d elle  Sim pson and her husband, both b ecau se I 

lik e  them  and b ecau se M rs . M arcos lik es  fash ion .

D ear M argaret and Jack  w ere g u e s ts . And B e ss  without T y ler  though.

It w as in  fact an excep tion a lly  a ttractive gu est l i s t ,  and X w as proud of it  a s  they  

filed  p a st . In fact it had a ll the m akings of a good party, except a liv e ly  h ost  

and h o s te s s .  Lyndon looked v ery  t ir e d . He has not been sleep in g  w ell the la s t  

se v e r a l n ig h ts , said he is  alw ays the m o st im portant ingred ient in  any party that 

w e h a v e .

I had Ben R em aldes on m y right - -  laughably and e a sy . And then Lind^  

B oggs who alw ays ca rr ied  a ta b le . And on m y le f t ,  D ick H elm s whom I found 

m o st com p atib le , handsom e, qu iet, v er y  flattering  in  rem em b erin g  litt le  

things about som ething you sa id  or did som e sciK tim e which you y o u rse lf  

have forgotten . And he looks a far cry  from  the Head of a cloak  and daggar 

organization  lik e the CIA.

M r s ,  M arcos had told  us ea r lie r  that a ll of the resu lts  had com e out 

fine and the she w as indeed quite w ell - -  nothing to w orry about. But her  

husband had h is foot in a c a s t .
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The park we had ch ristian ed  in front of the M alacca Yang P a la ce  has 

been extended and d evelop ed . She showed m e p ictu res of i t .  She w as a 

.charm ing, e a sy  g u e s t. And after Lyndon’s  to a s t , she h e r se lf  ro se  and m ade 

the retu rn . P o ise d , articu la te  and just enough of that fem in ine h esita tion  

that kep you pulling for h e r .

And so it had been a good party upi:to a point, but it rather fe ll  ap art.

When we le ft  the dinner tab les and had our co ffe e , a few people danced 

but we m ade no effort to rev  it up. We had a lread y told  Angie that an e a r ly  

even ing would be a good id ea .

And so when Mr s ,  M arcos miade a gestu re to lea v e  about 11:00, we went 

to the door with h er and gu ests drifted  away rather q iick ly . And I was actu a lly  

u p sta irs  by 11:15 - -  one of the e a r lie s t  d inners I can rem em b er .

L eaving m e vagu ely  d issa tis fie d  that I s e l  hadn’t sum m oned from  som e w ell 

of r e se r v e  enough sparkle and v ita lity  to keep things going and send people 

home feelin g  re a lly  excited  that they had been to a great White H ouse party .


