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MEMORANDUM

A n o th e r  p a c k e d  day . B u t th e y  a l l  a r e  in  th is  A p r i l  a n d  M ay . I 

w e n t  o v e r  the  g u e s t  l i s t  w ith  L yndon , c h o s e  m y  c lo th e s  fo r  the  H u d so n  

R i v e r  V a l le y  t r i p  w ith  L iz  a n d  H e len .  And th en  a b o u t  11:00 I w e n t  dow n 

to  the  L i b r a r y  to  m e e t  s o m e  young s tu d e n ts  f r o m  the M o ra v ia n  S e m in a ry .  

T h e r e  w e r e  two r e a s o n s :  T h e i r  C o n g r e s s m a n ,  a  good D e m o c r a t i c  f r i e n d  

w h o se  w ife  h a d  gone to the  S e m in a ry ,  a s k e d  m e  v e r y  e s p e c i a l l y  to .  And 

s e c o n d ,  a  c l a s s  f r o m  th is  s a m e  M o ra v ia n  Sem i n a r y  h ad  p r e s e n t e d  to 

M r s .  Jo h n  Q u in c y  A d a m s  a  n e d d le p o in t  s a m p l e r  so  p o p u la r  in  th a t  d ay , 

a n d  th is  c l a s s  w a n te d  to p r e s e n t  one v e r y  s i m i l a r  to m e .  T h e y  w e r e  

d a r l i n g  - -  b r i g h t  f a c e d ,  e x c i t e d  a t  b e in g  in  the  W hite  H o u se .  A nd I  c o u ld n ’t 

p o s s ib ly  im a g in e  one of th em  w a lk in g  in  a  p ic k e t  l in e  o r  th ro w in g  r o c k s  

a t  t h e i r  D ean .

We h a d  i c e d  te a  a n d  c o o k ie s  a n d  th e y  gave  m e  the s a m p l e r  in  a  

w a r m ,  s w e e t  l i t t l e  c e r e m o n y .  T h e  e x c e l l e n t  n e d d lew o rk ,  i t  sh o w e d  a  

q u a in t  s c e n e  a t  t h e i r  S e m in a ry .  And I to ld  th em  i t  w ou ld  j u s t  b e  g r e a t  

on  th e  w a l l  a t  th e  R a n c h  s o m e w h e r e .  We h a d  a r r a n g e d  f o r  a  t o u r  f o r  th e m  

a n d  a l s o  f o r  th e m  to  w a tc h  the  c e r e m o n y  of B o u rg u ib a 's  a r r i v a l .

(

F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  m e  c u s to m  d o e s  no t s t a l e  th e s e  a r r i v a l  c e r e m o n ie s ,  

T h e y  a r e  g r e a t  p o m p  jaa c i r c u m s t a n c e .  W hen the t r u m p e t s  b low , m y  

h e a r t  s o a r s .  A n d  w h e n  th ey  s t r i k e  up  the  S ta r  S p an g led  B a n n e r ,  I  th in k  

I  s t a n d  two in c h e s  t a l l e r .  T h i s  t im e  I w as  e s p e c i a l l y  look ing  f o r w a r d  to 

s e e in g  the  v i s i t in g  C h ie f  of SCate, B q u rg u ib a .  He h a s ,  p a rd o n  the  w o rd ,
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c h a r i s m a  - -  an  o u tsp o k en ,  v o la t i l e  m a n ,  an  A ra b ,  b u t  who m a n a g e d  to 

r e m a i n  the  s t r o n g e s t  f r i e n d  of the  U n ite d  S ta te s  in  the  A ra b  w o r ld .  My 

i m p r e s s i o n  a s  h e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  the  b ig  b la c k  c a r  w as  of a  s h o r t ,  s to c k y ,  

a s s u r e d  m a n ,  b ig  s m i l e ,  d a r k i s h  sk in  a n d  w h ite  h a i r  - -  the  lo o k  of one  

w ho i s  u s e d  to w ie ld in g  p o w e r .  W ith h im  w a s  a  ta l l ,  e le g a n t  w o m a n ,  

h is  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w .  I h ad  not r e a d  m y  b r i e f in g s .  T he  th in g  th a t  m a k e s  

m e  m a d d e s t  a t  m y s e l f  i s  no t to b e  p r e p a r e d .  A nd I d id  n o t  know th a t  h i s  

son , H ab ib  B o u rg u ib a ,  J r .  w a s  R u s k 's  o p p o s i te  n u m b e r ,  a s  S e c r e t a r y  

of S ta te  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  a n d  h a d  in  f a c t  b e e n  h e r e  in  the  E m b a s s y  

C f o r  two to u r s  of d u ty  w ith  h i s  v e r y  lo v e ly  w ife .

W hile  L yn d o n  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  w e r e  r e v ie w in g  the  t r o o p s  

I  t u r n e d  to c h a t  w i th  D ean  R u s k  a n d  m e t  H ab ib  B o u rg u ib a ,  J r .  - - a  v e r y  

h a n d s o m e ,  s u a v e  m a n ,  a  s o r t  of a  F r e n c h  p a t in a  o v e r  the A ra b .  I  lo o k e d  

f o r w a r d  to th e  e v en in g .  T h e r e  w a s  a  b r i e f  r e c e iv in g  l in e  in  th e  D ip lo m a t ic  

R e c e p t io n  R o o m . A nd a  l i t t l e  p a s t  12:00 I  w a s  b a c k  on the  s e c o n d  f lo o r  

f o r  lu n c h  a n d  a  long  s ie g e  a t  m y  d e s k .  A nd then  te a  in  the Q u e e n s '  R o o m  , 

w i th  B is h o p  M c K in s t ry ,  who a b o u t  a  t h i r d  of a  c e n tu r y  ago  h a d  p e r f o r m e d  

the  m a r r i a g e  c e r e m o n y  f o r  L yndon  a n d  m e  a t  St. M a r k 's  in  San A n to n io .   ̂

W e 'v e  k e p t  u p  w i th  /hiim th ro u g h  the y e a r s .  H e 's  b e e n  to  c e r t a i n l y  the  

f i r s t ,  a n d  I  th in k  b o th .  In a u g u ra t io n s .  I t  t u r n e d  out to  be  a  d e l ig h tfu l  

) h a l f  h o u r  f o r  two r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  to s e e  th a t  s o m e b o d y  w e l l  a d v a n c e d  in

, h i s  8 0 's  c a n  h a v e  so  m u c h  fun. He lo v e s  h o r s e  r a c in g .  He h a d  b r o u g h t
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M r s ,  R i c h a r d  d u P o n t ,  a n  a r d e n t  h o r s e  r a c e r  a n d  one of h is  c lo s e  f r i e n d s .  

A nd a  R e v e r e n d  R e y n o ld s .  He to ld  m e  a n  h i l a r i o u s  s to r y  of how he w a s  

c o n s i d e r e d  the  C h a p la in  of the  h o r s e s .  I  s e n t  th ro u g h  M r s .  d u P o n t  m y  

g r e a t  a d m i r a t i o n  a n d  r e s p e c t s  to h e r  r e l a t i v e  H a r r y  d u P o n t  a n d  to ld  h e r  

o f  a l l  th e  w o n d e r fu l  w o r k  h e ’s done in  th is  h o u s e .  And th en  the  B ish o p  

a n d  I  r e m i n i s c e d  a b o u t  San A nton io . We knew  a l l  the  p o l i t i c i a n s  in 

c o m m o n .  M In f a c t  he  s a id  iwc i t  w a s  he  m o r e  th an  30 y e a r s  ago  who 

h a d  s t a r t e d  a  r e f o r m  m o v e m e n t  in San A nton io  p o l i t i c s  a m o n g  the 

b u s i n e s s m e n ,  b e g in n in g  w ith  a  young l e a d e r  n a m e d  M c A l l i s t e r  who 

i s  now the  M a y o r  of San A nton io  an d  who is  the  f a th e r  of the  m a n  who 

m a r r i e d  L y n d a  a n d  C huck . He a l s o  to ld  m e  - -  a n d  th is  I  s h i v e r e d  to 

h e a r  - -  th a t  h e  is  a lw a y s  b e in g  a s k e d  to w r i t e  h i s  m e m o i r s  o r  to g iv e  

i n t e r v i e w s  a b o u t  o u r  w edd ing .

We h a d  te a  a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t s  a n d  M r s .  d u P o n t  gave  m e  a n  a s h  t r a y  

o n  w h ic h  - -  one of h e r  fa m o u s  h o r s e s  - -  a p p e a r e d .  A nd  p r e s e n t l y
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M a r i l y n  a r r i v e d  a t  the  d o o r  w i th  th a t  b eck o n in g  lo o k  in  h e r  ey e ,  an d  I  r o s e  

a n d  s a i d  goodbye  a n d  in t r o d u c e d  M r .  K e tch u m , the  C u r a t o r ,  w i th  the 

r e q u e s t  th a t  th e y  h av e  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  to u r  i f  t h e i r  t im e  p e r m i t t e d .  And 

M r .  K e tch u m  i s  no t  a  m a n  to i g n o r e  a  d u P o n t  I  th in k  o r  e i t h e r  s o m e o n e  

w ho  m e a n s  s o m e th in g  to  m e  s u c h  a s  B ish o p  M c K in s t ry .

(  / So I w en t.d o w n  to the  W e s t  H a l l  f o r  m y  t h i r d  te a  of the d a y  w i th

s o m e  of the d in n e r  g u e s t s  f o r  to n ig h t  - - w ith  w hom  I v e r y  m u c h  w a n te d



W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  15, 1968 P a g e  4

to s p e n d  m o r e  th an  a  "how  do you do" in  th e  r e c e iv in g  l in e .  T he  B a r n e y  

Y oungs s h e ’s J a y  T a y l o r ’s d a u g h te r ,  an d  the m o th e r  of th e  c u t e s t  

6 - y e a r  o ld  h o u s e  g u e s t  w e 'v e  e v e r  h ad .  T h e  R a lp h  M cG ills  of A t la n ta ,

I  w a n te d  to  e x p lo r e  the  r e a s o n s  w hy  a n d  e x p r e s s  m y  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  A t l a n t a ’s 

r a t h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  s u c c e s s  a m o n g  s o u th e r n  c i t i e s  in  so lv in g  the p r o b l e m s  

of r a c e .  And the  F r e d  E r i s m a n s  of L o n g v iew  - -  o ld  f r i e n d s  of m y  b r o t h e r  

T o m m y ’s w ho w e r e  fu l l  of n ew s  of e a s t  T e x a s .  He to ld  m e  how  m u c h  

M r s .  C a r l  E s t e s  h a d  e n jo y e d  h e r  t r i p  to the W hite  H o u se .  And Ju d g e  

a n d  M r s .  P a u l  N ye of C o rp u s  C h r i s t i .  And T o n y  w ho i s  in  town f o r  th r e e  

d a y s .  I  w a s  d e l ig h te d  w h en  I  h a d  found  th e r e  w a s  a  nook  f o r  a n  e x t r a  g u e s t  

a t  th is  d in n e r .  I t  m e a n s  a  lo t  to m e  to s h a r e  w ith  h im .  A nd f r o m  now  on  

f o r  th e  r e m a in in g  8 o r  s o  m o n th s  to s h a r e  th is  h o u s e  - -  th e s e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  - -  

w i th  th e  p e o p le  w ho a r e  a  p a r t  of the  m o s a i c  of o u r  l iv e s ,  w ho h a v e  b e e n  

a  v e r y  s t r o n g  t h r e a d  in  m y  th ink ing  a n d  in  m y  d a y s .

I t  w a s  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  h o u r  o r  so  of g ive  a n d  tak e .  I  h a v e  s e t  the  

p a t t e r n .o f  a  l i t t l e  te a  in  the  a f te r n o o n  o r  a  l i t t l e  co ffee  in  th e  m o r n in g  a n d  

of h o u s e  g u e s t s  a t  the  S ta te  D in n e r s  w i th  a  c h a n c e  to v i s i t  a f t e r w a r d  in  a  

v e r y  im p o r t a n t  a d ju n c t .  T h e  r e a l  r e w a r d ,  the  r e a l  t im e  to g e t  to f e e l  th a t  

you know  s o m e o n e  on the o c c a s io n  of a  S ta te  D in n e r .  I  c a n n o t  d iv id e  m y s e l f  

in to  140 p a r t s  s u c c e s s f u l ly .  T h e r e  w a s  ju s t  the  b r i e f e s t  m o m e n t  in  b e tw e e n  

^ to  s tu d y  the  l i s t  s o m e  m o r e .  I  s t r e t c h e d  ou t on the  b ed , r e a d in g  th e  T u n i s i a n

b r ie f in g ,  to  c a l l  A ng ie  to  a s k  a b o u t  w h a t  I  co u ld  ta lk  a b o u t  to P r e s i d e n t
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B o u rg u ib a .  T h e r e  i s  a  lo t  of a r c l i lo lo g ic a l  r e s e a r c h  in  the  a r e a  he s a id

a n d  t o u r i s m  is  i m p o r t a n t .  T h a t  m ig h t  b e  a  l e a d .  M r s .  B u rg  is  h e r e  f o r

the  w ho le  w e e k  w ith  d ay s  p la n n e d  fu l ly  b y  M a r i ly n .  And th e n  a  s e s s i o n

o f  h a i r  d r e s s i n g .  A nd th is  t im e  i t  w a s  double  b a r r e l .  F i r s t  the M a r t in is

c a m e  in  a n d  w e t r i e d  on o u r  hairp i€*es. I am  s u r e  th a t  I  s h a l l  a lw a y s  lo o k  
k .

l ik e  a  R u s s i a n  in  a  b ig  f u r  h a t  w h en  I t r y  to w e a r  th e m .  A nd th e n  M r .  P e r  

c a m e  in  f o r  a  h a n d s o m e  up  h a i r - d o .  I  w o re  m y  c e r i s e  S ta v ro p o lo u s ,  

h a d  a  d r i n k  a n d  p a c e d  the  f lo o r  d u r in g  th o s e  m in u te s  w hen  L y n d o n  w as  

due  a n d  th e n  o v e rd u e  a n d  th e n .a t  l a s t  w e w e r e  on  the  N o r th  iP o r t ico  

g r e e t in g  P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  a n d  the h a n d s o m e  p a i r ,  h i s  S e c r e t a r y  

f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  h i s  so n  a n d  h is  d a u g h te r - in - l a w .

 ̂ We w e n t  u p  to  the  Y e llo w  R oom  w ith  two m e m b e r s  of h is  C a b in e t

a n d  t h e i r  A m b a s s a d o r  a n d  M r s .  D r i s s ,  a n d  o u r  own, F r a n c i s  R u s s e l l  

w i th o u t  h i s  w ife ,  H u b e r t  w ithou t M u r ie l ,  D ean  R u s k  a n d  the D u k es .

T h i s  t im e  w e w e r e  g e t t in g  r a t h e r  s p e c ia l  p i c t u r e s  in  the  Y e llow  

R o o m  p a r t  of the  ev en in g  - -  the  USIA w a s .  I t  h a d  b e e n  c h e c k e d  b e f o r e  

h a n d  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a .  In  f a c t  w e w e r e  to ld  he  t r a v e l e d  w ith  a  

c o n t in g e n t  o f  p r e s s  of a b o u t  70 of h is  own. B u t i t  d id  m e a n  e x t r a  l ig h t  - -  

a n  e n g r o s s m e n t  on th e  e a s e  a n d  in t im a c y  of th is  15 m in u te s .  We e x c h a n g e d  

g i f t s ,  a n d T  w a s  p ro u d  of th e  v e r m e i l  d e s k  box  w e h a d  g iven  th em  - -  the  

( - c r e s t  of o u r  two c o u n t r i e s  on the l id .  A nd in s id e  the  o u tl in e  of the  USA

w ith  the  i t i n e r a r y  of h i s  v i s i t  a n d  a  p r in t  of one of m y  f a v o r i t e s  - - a
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G e o rg e  B in g h a m  - -  " T h e  C o u n ty  E le c t io n " .  T h e y  gave  u s  a  h a n d s o m e

s a d d le ,  o r n a t e l y  e n c r u s t e d  w ith  a  s o r t  of gold  too lin g ,  a  h uge  h a t  w o rn  

b y  a  d e s e r t  h o r s e m a n ,  a n d  a  lo v e ly  long  c lo ak ,  w h ich  P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  

d r a p e d  a r o u n d  m y  s h o u ld e r s  w h ile  I th in k  the USIA c a m e r a s  w e r e  c l ic k in g  

aw ay .

A l r e a d y  la te ,  w e h a s te n e d  d o w n s ta i r s  to  the E a s t  R oom  f o r  the 

r e c e iv in g  l in e  - -  j u s t  the  t h r e e  of u s ,  th is  t im e  s tan d in g  in  f r o n t  of the 

s t a g e .

F r o m  the  C a b in e t  t h e r e  w e r e  th e  U d a l ls  - -  L e e  w a s  s i t t in g  on  

L y n d o n 's  le f t ,  a n d  I  n o t ic e d  a  v e r y  a n im a te d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t  d in n e r .

I  a m  a lw a y s  r e l a x e d  w h en  I  s e e  h e  i s  h av in g  a  good t im e  w ith  h i s  p a r t n e r s .

T h e r e  w e r e  on ly  t h r e e  S e n a to r s  p r e s e n t  a n d  a  r a t h e r  s h o r t  l i s t  

f r o m  the H o u s e .  T h e  m o u n tin g  n u m b e r  of sp ea k in g  e n g a g e m e n ts  a s  th is  

c a m p a ig n  y e a r  g o e s  on is  l im i t in g  th e i r  a c c e p ta n c e s .  And y e t  on the  

o th e r  h a n d  I  th in k  I  n o t i c e d  a  t r e n d  to w a rd  a  l a r g e r  n u m b e r  o f  a c c e p ta n c e s  

s i n c e  M a r c h  3 1 s t .  v

F r o m  the  G o v e rn m e n t  t h e r e  w e r e  the Jo h n  M a c y s  - -  he  h a s  a  

b r o t h e r  in  the  P e a c e  C o r p s  in  T u n i s ia .  A nd the J im  R e y n o ld s  - -  he's the  

U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  of L a b o r .  And J im  J o n e s  of o u r  s taff . .  M y co-laeaast 

a n d  d o n o r  in  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  - -  the  J o s e p h  D a n z a n sk y s  - - h e ' s  the  P r e s i d e n t  

o f  G ia n t  F o o d s .
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F r o m  th e  p r e s s  the Sid D a v is ' ,  P e te  L i s a g o r s ,  a n d  F r a n k  

R e y n o ld s .

O ld  f r i e n d s  - -  the  D ean  A c h e s o n s ,  Bob M e y n e r s  - -  f o r m e r  

G o v e rn o r  of New J e r s e y ,  a n d  the C l a r k  T h o m p s o n s .

F r o m  b u s i n e s s  the  M ic h a e l  H a id e r s ,  C h a i r m a n  of S ta n d a r d  O il,  

a n d  the  R a w le ig h  W a r n e r s  of s /a c o n y  M ob il  O il,  And f r o m  l a b o r ,  the 

r e d o u b ta b le  G e o rg e  M ean y  - -  he on h is  c a n e ,  b u t  lo o k in g  e v e r y  in c h  in  

c h a r g e .

F r o m  th e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w o r ld ,  b e a u t i fu l  R e b e k a h  H a r k n e s s .  I  h a d
3,

a s k e d  B e s s  to  pu t  h e r  a t  i t e v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  tab le  a n d  I th in k  s h e  w ound up

b y  the  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te .  She e s p e c i a l l y  in v i te d  u s  to co m e, dow n to 

C a p r i c o r n  - -  how  I  w ou ld  a d o r e  to go. E d ie  A d a m s  w ith  h e r  h u s b a n d .

A nd H an k  F o r t  w ho h a s  sung  a t  lo t s  of J o h n so n  c a m p a ig n  r a l l e y s  in  d a y s  

gone by.

We h a d  a s k e d  the J .  C. L o o n e y s  of E d in b u rg  to be  o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t s .  

A nd a l s o  W oodie  an d  M a r y  E l le n  W oodw ard . A nd l e t  th is  b e  a  l e s s o n  to m e , 

I  s h o u ld  h a v e  in v i te d  th e m  to  the  te a  th a t  a f te rn o o n ,  ta k in g  o u r  i n s u r a n c e  

a g a i n s t / t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  w e m ig h t  no t h a v e  th a t  l a t e  ev en in g  v i s i t .  So 

a l l  I  go t w a s  th a t  b r i e f  g r e e t in g  in  the r e c e iv in g  l in e ,  a n d  the  f e e l in g  th a t  

I  h a d  b e e n  m o r e  of a n  Inn  k e e p e r  th an  a  h o s t e s s .
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A v e r y  s p e c ia l  g u e s t  w a s  D r .  T h o m a s  M a tt in g ly ,  the  h e a r t  

s u r g e o n  a t  B e th e s d a  w hom  L y n d o n  h a d  h a d  f low n  o v e r  to tak e  c a r e  of 

P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  w h e n  he  h a d  h a d  a  h e a r t  a t t a c k . l a s t  y e a r .  A nd th e y  

g r e e t e d  e a c h  o th e r  w a r m ly .

I  d id  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  ta b le  b e tw e e n  P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  a n d  

h i s  son  w i th  M r s .  N itz e  tak ing  l iv e ly  c a r e  of the  P r e s i d e n t  on the  o th e r  

s id e .  C . C . C a r u s i ,  D ean  A c h e so n .  M r s .  D illon  R ip le y  n ex t  to the  

S e c r e t a r y  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  And R a w le ig h  W a r n e r .  I  h a d  p la n n e d  

to h a v e  h im  th e r e  so I  c o u ld  s p e c i a l l y  th a n k  h im  f o r  t h e i r  p io n e e r in g  w o r k  

in  good d e s ig n s  f o r  f i l l in g  s ta t io n s .  E l l io t  No^se h a s  done  i t .  T h e y  h av e  

a b o u t  58 s t a t io n s  b u i l t  - - o r  b u i ld in g  - -  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  th a t  f l a s h  of 

e n th u s i a s m  - -  th a t  r e s p o n s e ,  th a t  so u n d  of p e r s o n a l  in v o lv e m e n t  th a t  

m a d e  m e  -feel v e r y  g lad  w h e n  I  r a i s e d  the  su b je c t ,  th a t  m a y b e  I h a d  p u s h e d  

f o r w a r d  ju s t  one l i t t l e  b i t  the  fu tu r e  of good d e s ig n  in  th is  b ig  in d u s t r y .

W ith  the  P r e s i d e n t  a l a s  I  n e e d e d  a  t r a n s l a t o r ,  b u t  h i s  s o n ’s E n g l i s h  

w a s  e x c e l le n t .  M r s .  N itze  sp o k e  a n im a te d  F r e n c h ,  so  I  s p e n t  m o r e  than  

h a l f  m y  -time w ith  the  S e c r e t a r y .  W hat w ou ld  a  t o u r i s t  w a n t  to s e e  in  T u n i s i a  ? 

T h e  b e a c h e s  p r o b a b ly .  T h e y  a r e  w o n d e r fu l  - -  w h ite  s a n d .  T h e  R o m a n -  

I n f r o n e s i a n  r u in s  ? W e r e  th e y  do ing  m u c h  w o r k  on a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h ?  

He s m i l e d  a n d  s a id ,  “ We h av e  to  Has. w o r k  on  th e  l iv in g  b e f o r e  w e c a n .  

w o r k  on  the d e ad .  " T r u e ,  th e y  w e r e  a  s o u r c e  of t o u r i s t  i n t e r e s t .  B u t 

t h e r e  w e r e  s o  m a n y  p la c e s  to p u t  the  d o l l a r s  in  a  s o r t  of a  p h i lo so p h ic
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o b s e r v a t io n  th a t  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  a  s e r i e s  of c h o ic e s  of a s s ig n in g  p r i o r i t i e s .
Ca S>.i-

I t  w a s  a  good d in n e r  - -  c o r i a l  ea-int joc  a n d  r o a s t  s i r l o i n  of b e e f  

w i th  Y o r k s h i r e  pudd ing  a lw a y s  r e l i a b l e .  And the d e s e r t ,  n a m e d  in  

h o n o r  o f o u r  g u e s t s  - -  r in g  of s h e r b e r t  m o n a s  s t e r .  B o th  the  P r e s i d e n t  

a n d  h i s  s o n  s ig n e d  m y  m e n u  - -  q u i te  le g ib ly ,  in  c o n t r a s t  w ith  m o s t  C h ie fs  

of S ta te .  And th e n  L y n d o n  gave  a  b r i e f ,  f r i e n d ly  to a s t .  A nd th e n  P r e s i d e n t  

B o u rg u ib a  m a d e  a  to a s t  th a t  in  the  w o r d s  of one of the r e p o r t e r s ,  " M u s t  

h a v e  s e t  s o m e i t  k in d  of a  r e c o r d  in  W hite  H o u se  a f t e r - d i n n e r  t o a s t s  - -  

25 m in u te s .  " And I  k e p t  on lo o k in g  w i th  d i s m a y  a t  the  p a g e s  of n o te s  s t i l l  

i n  f r o n t  of h im ,  c o u n tin g  th e m  w ith  a  s in k in g  h e a r t .  I  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  the  

ro o m  a n d  h a d  a  l e s s o n  in  w h a t  n o t  to do on s u c h  c e r e m o n ia l  o c c a s io n s .

O ne la d y ,  n o t  d r e a m in g  sh e  w a s  o b s e r v e d ,  w as  yaw ning  q u i te  w id e ly .

A g e n t le m a n  t ry in g  to  u n o b t r u s iv e ly  p u l l  a  p i l l  out of h i s  p o c k e t  a n d  p u l le d  

i n s t e a d  a  w h o le  c e l lo p h a n e  s h e e t  fu l l  o f th e m .

A t l a s t  i t  w a s  o v e r .  A nd th e n  th e r e  w a s  a  2 5 - m in u te  t r a n s l a t i o n  

in  the  c o u r s e  of w h ic h  I  ju m p e d  to  a t t e n t io n  w h e n  I  h e a r d  the  w o r d s  th a t  

P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  w a s  s a y in g  th a t  h e  h a d  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  to " m y  f r i e n d  

Ho C h i  M in h " ,  a p p a r e n t l y  in d ic a t in g  f o r  h im s e l f  a  p la c e  in  the  n e g o t ia t io n s  

t o w a r d  p e a c e .

O ne s e n te n c e  a m a z e d  m e :  " I t  i s  obv ious  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  a n d  o th e r  

g r e a t  p o w e r s  h a d  h o p e d  to  c o n t r o l  N o r th  a n ( ^ o u th  V ie tn am  so  a s  to  p r e v e n t  

th o s e  n a t io n s  of c o m in g  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  of o th e r  g r e a t  p o w e r s . "  I t  n e v e r
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c e a s e s  to  s u r p r i s e  m e  how  ev en  o u r  f r i e n d s  doub t o u r  in t e n s io n s .

A t l e n g th  I  l e d  P r e s i d e n t  B o u rg u ib a  in to  the  R ed  R oom  f o r  co ffee  

a n d  l i q u e u r s  a n d  e v e r y o n e  q u i te  so o n  to o k  th e i r  p l a c e s  in  the  E a s t  R oom  

to  w a tc h  a  s h o r t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w h ic h  I  in t r o d u c e d  C a r m e n  d 'L a v a l a d  

a n d  G e o f f r e y  H o ld e r  in  t h r e e  d a n ce  n u m b e r s .  T h e y  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  two 

o f the  m o s t  d i s t in c t iv e  g u e s t s  of the  e v en in g .  He lo o k e d  ab o u t  6 f e e t  6 - -  

a  N e g ro ,  b a ld  a s  Y ul B r y n n e r ,  long  g r a c e f u l  h a n d s .  In f a c t  the  v e r y  

e s s e n c e  o f  g r a c e  - -  b o th  o f  th e m . I tw a s  q u ite  s u p e r i o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  

I  th o u g h t .  A nd  the  l a s t  n u m b e r ,  a  f l i r t a t i o n ,  a  s o r t  o f t a k e - o f f  on the 

^  \ v a m p s  of the  1920’s .

( O u r  g u e s t  m a d e  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  e n t e r t a i n m e n t

h a d  e n d ed .  A nd  L yn d o n  lo s t  no t im e  in  going up , I  b r i e f l y  c i r c l e d  the  

r o o m s  f o r  m o m e n t s  of c o n v e r s a t io n ,  l a m e n te d  th a t  I  h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  v i s i t e d  

w i th  o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t s  - -  Ju d g e  a n d  M r s .  J .  C. L o o n ey  o r  W oody a n d  

M a r y  E l le n .  And th e n  w e n t  to b e d  b y  1 :00.
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