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I  h a d  b r e a k f a s t  in  b e d  in  M a ry  an d  L a u r e n c e ' s  c h a r m in g  l i t t l e  

g u e s t  h o u s e .  T h i s  i s  the  nnost l e i s u r e l y ,  c iv i l i z e d  t r i p  I*ve ta k e n .  No 

7 :00  d e p a r t u r e s ,  b u t  the  w e a th e r  w as  g r a y  a n d  c h i l le d ,  an d  m y  y e llo w  

c o t to n  o t to m a n  d r e s s  a n d  c o a t  w a s  m u c h  too s u m m e r y .

I  s p e n t  l i t t l e  n ic k s  of t im e  r e a d in g  " T h e  H u d so n  R i v e r "  b y  C a r l  

K a r m a .  A nd ^ l i t t l e  b e f o r e  11:00 L a u r e n c e  an d  M a r y  a n d  L iz  a n d  I  le f t  

f o r  V an  C o r t l a n d  M a n o r  - -  one of th e  H u d so n  R iv e r  V a l le y  S le e p y  H ollow  

r e s t o r a t i o n s .  I  do n o t  know  th e  w ho le  p i c tu r e  b u t  I  f e e l  s u r e  th a t  R o c k e f e l l e r  

d e d ic a t io n ,  k n o w -h o w  a n d  m o n e y  f i g u r e s  l a r g e l y  in  a l l  the  r e s t o r a t i o n s .

V an  C o r t l a n d  M a n o r  a n d  S le e p y  H ollow  w e r e  f in i s h e d  a n d  a t t r a c t i n g  m a n y  

t o u r i s t s ,  a n d  a n o th e r  in  the  m a k in g .

T h e  M a n o r  h o u s e  w a s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e ,  t w o - s to r y  b u i ld in g  m a d e  of 

n a t iv e  f i e ld  s to n e  a n d  t im b e r  - -  m u c h  a t  h o m e  on  i t s  g ro u n d , a n d  b u i l t ,  I  

w a s  to ld , in  s u c c e s s i v e  s t a g e s  b e g in n in g  in  a b o u t  1680, a n d  f o r  m o r e  th a n  

2 c e n t u r i e s  a  s o r t  of b a r o n i a l  e s t a t e  of q u ite  a  few  th o u s a n d  a c r e s  th a t  w e r e  

g r a d u a l l y  s o ld  off. A nd  b y  1941, w h a te v e r  d e s c e n d a n t  of the V an  C o r t l a n d 's  

w a s  l iv in g  th e n  lo o k e d  a t  h i s  r e m a in in g  200 a c r e s  a n d  s o ld  i t  to the  on ly  

v ia b le  o w n e r  - -  a  C o n s e r v a t io n  S o c ie ty ,

H e r e  w e r e  a  p a r t  of the  r e a l  r o o t s  of o u r  c o u n t ry ,  a s  o ld  a s  w e  ge t 

on  th i s  c o n t in e n t  u n l e s s  w e  go b a c k  to the In d ia n s .  T h e  i n t e r i o r ,  fa i th fu l ly  

and. e f f e c t iv e ly  r e s t o r e d ,  I  though t.  T h e  h o s t e s s  g u id e s  w e r e  in  c o s tu m e s
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of the r e v o lu t io n a r y  e r a  I  th ink . T hough  the s y m p a th ie s  of the  V an  C o r t la n d

• a n c e s t o r s  w ho  h a d  l iv e d  in  th o se  d a y s  m a y  h av e  b e e n  on the s id e  of the

T o r r e s  - -  a t  l e a s t  so m e  of the w e a l th y  la n d  o w n e rs  of th a t  t im e  w e r e .

T h e r e  w a s  so m  e h a n d s o m e  s i l v e r ,  s o m e  b e a u t i fu l  f u r n i t u r e  - -  

m o s t l y  C h ip p e n d a le  - -  c r u e l  w o rk ,  f ine  o ld  f a b r i c s ,  a n d  fo r b id d in g  k i tc h e n s  

th a t  m a k e  m e  so  g la d  th a t  I  l iv e  in  the 20 th  C e n tu ry .

A nd  th e n  w e w e n t  o u ts id e .  T h e  g ro u n d s  w e r e  b e a u t i fu l ly  r e s t o r e d .

A v e g e ta b le  g a r d e n ,  a  f lo w e r  g a rd e n ,  a  p a th  th a t  l e d  down to the r i v e r . .  T h i s  

f a m i ly  n e g le c te d  n o th in g . T h e y  h a d  ru n  a  f e r r y  b e c a u s e  th e y  w e r e  on the  

^ p o s t  r o a d  f r o m  A lb an y  to  New Y o r k  I  b e l ie v e  i t  w as  - -  anyhow  a  w e l l -

t r a v e l e d  r o a d . .  A nd  th e y  h a d  p u t  up  a  s m a l l  Inn  by  the  b a n k s  of th e  r i v e r ,  

a n d  th e r e  a c c o m m o d a te d  up  to 30 p e o p le .  A s w e w e n t  th ro u g h  the  s m a l l  

r o o m s  low  c e i l in g e d  - -  you w o n d e re d  how - -  we w e r e  to ld  th a t  o ften  

t h r e e  s l e p t  in  a  b ed .  One ro o m  a c c o m m o d a te d  s e v e r a l  b e d s  fo r  w o m en , 

a n o th e r  s e v e r a l  b e d s  f o r  m e n .  You s im p ly  to o k  y o u r  c h a n c e s  on w h o e v e r  

y o u r  s le e p in g  p a r t n e r s  m ig h t  b e .

In  the  w o m e n 's  ro o m  th e r e  w a s  a  s m a l l  c r u d e  c r a d l e .  In  the  t a v e r n  

ro o m  a  b ig  c o m f o r ta b le  f i r e p l a c e  a n d  a n  a s s o r t m e n t  of c l a y  p ip e s ,  long  

s t e m m e d ,  a n d  a  r a c k  in  the  m id d le  of the  ta b le .  I  w a s  to ld  th a t  e a c h  p e r s o n  

h a d  h i s  own p ip e  m a r k e d  d i s t in c t iv e ly  in  s o m e  w ay . A ro u n d  the f i r e p l a c e  

C. t h e r e  w e r e  the b lu e  d e f t  t i l e s  th a t  spoke  of the D utch .
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O u ts id e  a  hu g e  b e l l  m o u n te d  on. a  p o le .  One p u l le d  i t  if  one  w e r e  

a  c u s t o m e r  fo r  the  f e r r y ,  an d  i t  w a s  p a r k e d  on the  o th e r  s id e .

A b ig  a s s o r t m e n t  of p r e s s  a c c o m p a n ie d  u s  w ith  c a m e r a s  a n d  note  

p a d s .  We d ro v e  f r o m  V an C o r t l a n d  M a n o r  to  S unnys ide  - -  the  h o m e  of 

W a s h in g to n  I rv in g .  H e r e  w e w e r e  to h av e  lu n ch  on th e  g r o u n d s .  T h a n k  

h e a v e n s  th e y  h a d  a  b ig  te n t  s e t  up o r  e l s e  we sh o u ld  h av e  f r o z e n  in  M ay. 

W e  a l l  g a th e r e d  f o r  lu n c h  f i r s t  - -  a  c ro w d  of I su p p o se  m o r e  th an  100 

g u e s t s  - -  lo c a l  c o n s e r v a t io n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  s o c i e t i e s ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  

n e ig h b o r s  of the R o c k e f e l l e r s ,  M a y o r s ,  o f f ic ia l s ,  n e w s p a p e r  people*

We h a d  a  d r in k  f i r s t  on the  law n , a n d  th en  ro u n d  ta b le s  u n d e r  the  te n t .  

A nd  a  d e l ic io u s  lu n ch , w h ic h  b y  now a s  a lw a y s  on  th e se  t r i p s ,  I  w a s  

r a v e n o u s .  A nd th e n  a t  the  end  a  r a t h e r  le n g th y  a n d  to ta l ly  c h a r m in g  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  - - a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  h o u s e  i t s e l f  a n d  the  r e s t o r a t i o n  by  

the  C u r a t o r - D i r e c t o r  of S u n n y s id e .  A nd th en  a  s o r t  o f  r e m i n i s c e n c e  of 

the H u d so n  R iv e r  V a l le y  by  C a r l  K a r m a  - -  h u m o r o u s ,  fu l l  of a n e c d o te s ,  

v ig n e t te s  of h i s to r y ,  a  s o r t  of Jo e  F r a n t z  of the  H u d so n  R i v e r  V a l le y .  

A nd  th en  a  to ta l  s u r p r i s e  f o r  m e  - -  a  s l im  an d  te n s e  young m a n  who 

lo o k e d  r a t h e r  l ik e  a  s t a r v in g  p o e t  c a m e  f o r w a r d ,  th ey  m o v e d  ou t  the  

p o d iu m , m o v e d  in  a  ta b le  a n d  a  b ig  o ld  book  - -  W ash in g to n  I r v i n g 's  

w r i t i n g s .  A nd he  p ic k e d  i t  up  a n d  b e g a n  a p p a r e n t ly  to r e a d  f r o m  th e
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s t o r y  of R ip  V an W in k le .  And in  ab o u t  two s e n te n c e s  i t  w a s  a p p a r e n t  

th a t  h e  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  r e a d in g  f r o m  the  bo o k  - -  i t  w a s  j u s t  a  p r o p  - -  

a n d  he  l a id  i t  down a n d  c o n t in u e d  to qu o te  fo r  a  lo ng , e n t r a n c in g  10 

o r  15 m in u te s  - -  w o r d  f o r  w o rd  - -  the s to r y  of R ip  V an  W ink le . He 

w a s  a n  e x c e l le n t  a c t o r .  I t  c a m e  to l i f e  fo r  m e  a s  i t  n e v e r  h a d  b e f o r e  - -  

the c lo th e s ,  the  c h a r a c t e r s ,  th e  h u m o r  of W ash in g to n  I rv in g .  A l l  of u s  

h a v e  know n a  R ip  V an  W ink le  s o m e  t im e  o r  o th e r .  H e w a s  th e  h i t  of the  

day , so  w e w e r e  a l l  r e a l l y  p r e p a r e d  to s e e  the h o u s e ,  a n d  in  tu n e  w ith  

the  s p i r i t  of the  d e l ig h tfu l  m a n  who h a d  w r i t t e n  th e s e  le g e n d s  of S leepy  

H o llow . I  h a v e  s e e n  few h o u s e s  on w h ich  the c h a r a c t e r  of the  o w n e r  w as  

so  c l e a r l y  im p r i n t e d  a s  S u n n y s id e .  M o n tic e l lo ,  c e r t a in l y .  T h i s  w a s  a 

v e r y  sm  a l l ,  m o d e s t  h o u s e ,  a  s o r t  of a  h u m o r o u s  copy  of a  g r e a t  b a r o n i a l  

e s t a t e .  W a s h in g to n  I rv in g  h a d  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  b e in g  a s  fu l l  of a n g le s  an d  

c o r n e r s  a s  a n  o ld  c o c k e d  h a t .  A nd  so  i t  w as  - -  a l l  p e a k s  a n d  g a b le s ,  

s m a l l  ro o m  s a n d  low  c e i l in g s .  B u t in v it in g ,  q u a in t ,  c h a r m in g .  I t  s i t s  

r i g h t  on the  b a n k  of the  H u d so n , o r  so  you th ink , u n t i l  you  lo o k  r i g h t  dow n 

b e lo w  you  a n d  t h e r e  on a  r id g e  r u n s  the  r a i l r o a d .  And s u r e  en o u g h  a b o u t  

e v e r y  30 m in u te s  d u r in g  o u r  lu n c h ,  the  c o n v e r s a t io n  a n d  the e n t e r t a i n m e n t  

h a d  b e e n  p u n c tu a te d  by  the  w h i i l e  an d  the p a s s a g e  of a  t r a i n .  So ev en  in  

h i s  day , a n d  I th in k  the  r a i l r o a d  w e n t  in  th e r e  in  1846, the  l o v e r s  of a  

s y lv a n  r e t r e a t  h a d  to d e a l  w ith  the  i n r o a d s  of p r o g r e s s  - -  e s p e c i a l l y  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .
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T h e y  sh o w ed  u s  a  s tu m p  of a n  o ld  t r e e  to w h ic h  b o a ts  u s e d  to 

t ie  up  w h e n  v i s i t o r s  caxne on the H u d so n  to s e e  h im .  And t h e r e  w e r e  

m a n y  v i s i t o r s  to  S unnys ide  - -  d ip lo m a ts ,  w r i t e r s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  n e ig h b o r s .  

H e r a n  a  s o r t  of s a lo n  i t  so u n d e d  l ik e  a n d  he  h a d  a  n u m e r o u s  f a m i ly  - -  

n ie c e s  a n d  n e p h ew s  - -  a  good m a n y  of w hom  l iv e d  w ith  h im  f r o m  t im e  

to t im e .

A bove the  e n t r a n c e  t h e r e  w a s  a  hugeUfeisteria v ine  th a t  w ound  a ro u n d ,  

in  f a c t  a l l  o v e r  th e  ro o f  of the  p o rc h ,  w ith  g r e a t  g a l lu n s  o f l a v e n d e r  b lo s s o m s ,

A nd  in s id e  the  f i r s t  l i t t l e  ro o m  w a s  h i s  s tu d y  w ith  a  f i r e p l a c e .  He 

b u r n e d  c o a l  a p p a r e n t ly .  I t w a s  s m a l l ,  cozy , fu l l  of b o o k s .  A nd a  so fa  

w h ic h  d o u b led  a s  a  b e d  f o r  h im  b y  n ig h t  - - s o  c ro w d e d  w a s  he w i th  r e l a t i v e s .  

A nd on  i t  s p r e a d  h i s  c lo a k  an d  h a t .

T h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of the  f u r n i t u r e  th a t  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to h im  

o r  h i s  f a m i ly .  A nd th e r e  w a s  of c o u r s e  the in e v i ta b le  e n g ra v in g  of how 

h e  a s  a  s m a l l  c h i ld  h a d  b e e n  ta k e n  to s e e  G e n e r a l  W as lu n g to n  a f t e r  w hom  

h e  w a s  n a m e d .  T h i s  h o u s e  l ik e  m a n y  o th e r  m e m o r a b le  h o u s e s  h a d  b e e n  

b u i l t  a n d  a d d e d  to , a n d  l iv e d  i t s  l i fe  a lo n g  w ith  the  f a m i l i e s  th a t  o c c u p ie d  

i t .  H e f r o m  s o m e t im e  in  the  1 8 30 's  I  b e l ie v e  i t  w a s  fo r  a  q u a r t e r  of a  

c e n tu r y  o r  so .  And th e n  a  s u c c e s s io n  of r e l a t i v e s .  W ell ,  i t  h a s  f a l l e n  

in to  good h a n d s .

E v e r y  now a n d  th en  a s  I go th ro u g h  th e s e  r e s t o r e d  h o u s e s ,  a  p i c tu r e  

o f  the  b r i c k  h o u s e  f l a s h e s  th ro u g h  m y  m in d .  And though  t h e r e  is  no r e a s o n



(

i t  sh o u ld  e v e r  h a v e  th is  im p o r t a n c e ,  the  b e s t  I c o u ld  w is h  f o r  i t  i s  th a t

s o m e  d ay  i t  sh o u ld  h av e  a  fa te  s u c h  a s  th is .
r e c r e a t e d

In d e e d  the  l i fe  KcexKxsaiBdcat Van C o r t la n d  M a n o r  a n d  h e r e  a t  

Sunny s id e  g ive  a  v iv id ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  p ic tu r e  o f  how o u r  a n c e s t o r s  l iv e d .

T h e  th o u s a n d s  of t o u r i s t s ,  the b u s  lo a d s  of s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n  - -  th ey  te l l

w
a  p a r t  of the Am  e r i c a n  s to r y .  A nd I am  so g la d  th ey  a r e  s p r in g 'u p  a l l  

o v e r  o u r  c o u n t ry .  Why, I w o n d e r .  A r e  w e b e c o m in g  m a t u r e  enough  to  

lo o k  b a c k  to o u r  r o o t s  a n d  v a lu e  th e m , e v en  w h en  w e s im u l ta n e o u s ly ,  in  

th is  d e c a d e  s e e m  to b e  t e a r in g  in to  c h a o s  e v e r y th in g ?

J u s t  b e f o r e  w e h a d  le f t  V an C o r t la n d  M a n o r  w e h ad  s e e n  a  m o s t  

d e l ig h t fu l  v ig n e t te  of the l ife  of p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t im e s  - -  of the  m a n n e r  

s u c h  of th a t  of c o u r s e  th a t  i t  w a s  a  s o r t  of s e l f - c o n ta in e d  s o c ie ty .  T h e y  

r a i s e d  a n d  p r o c e s s e d  n e a r l y  e v e ry th in g  th ey  a te ,  a n d  th e r e  w a s  no  doubt 

a  c a r p e n t e r  o r  c o b b le r  o r  c a b in e t  m a k e r  o r  b la c k  s m i th  s o m e w h e r e  on the  

p la c e .  T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  v ig n e t te  of l i fe  we saw  w a s  c a l l e d  " F r o m  S heep  to 

S h aw l" ,  a n d  s u r e  enough  ou t in  the  b a c k  y a r d  b e h in d  the  b ig  M a n o r  h o u s e  

th e y  h a d  a  b ig  f a t  s h e e p  ly in g  on h i s  s id e  q u ite  p la c id ly  w h ile  a  m a n  w ith  

a  v e r y  D u tch  a c c e n t  in  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p e r i o d  c o s tu m e  w a s  s h e a r in g  h im .  

A nd th e n  th e r e  w a s  a  g ro u p  of l i t t l e  b o y s  s i t t in g  a ro u n d  on the g r a s s  c r o s s -  

le g g e d .  E v e ry b o d y  w a s  in  c o s tu m e .  T he  f i r s t  l i t t l e  boy  w a s  pu ll in g  b u r r s  

ou t of the  w ool.  E a c h  l i t t l e  b o y  h a d  s o m e  s o r t  of a  job  a s  the  p r o c e s s  

w e n t  a lo n g .  A nd  th en  o th e r s  w e r e  c a r d in g  i t  w ith  a  b ig  f la t  b o a r d  fu ll  of
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s h a r p  p o in ts .  T h e r e  w e r e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  w o rk in g  too. And th e n  s e v e n  

l a d ie s  w i th  sp in n in g  w h e e ls .  I n t e r e s t i n g y  enough  a l l  of them  o ld  bu t  

w i th  d i v e r s e  o r ig i n s .  O ne f r o m  F r a n c e ,  one I  b e l ie v e  f r o m  the 

N e th e r l a n d s ,  one  m a d e  in  th is  r e g io n  in  R e v o lu t io n a r y  t i m e s .  T h e y  

lo o k e d  up f r o m  th e i r  w o r k  and  e x p la in e d  th e i r  p a r t  in  i t  to m e .  And 

th ey  to ld  m e  th e y  h a d  f o r m e d  a  g u ild  so m e  y e a r s  ago  to r e v iv e  th e s e  

o ld  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s .

A t a  ta b le  one of the  l a d i e s  w a s  e x p la in in g  how  they  d y e d  the t h r e a d  

u s in g  s u c h  n a t iv e  p r o d u c t s  a s  b e r r i e s  o r  b a r k  o r  r o o t s .  T he  c o l o r s  w e r e  

r a t h e r  q u ie t  - -  a  b i t  m u d d y  - -  r e d s ,  y e l lo w s ,  b r o w n s .  B u t i t  w a s  

a b s o lu t e ly  f a s c in a t in g  w h a t  w e n t  in to  th e  m a k in g  of a n y  one g a r m e n t .

F in a l ly  a t  the  l a s t  one la d y  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  m e  w ith  a  p r e s e n t  - -  a  

w h ile  sh a w l  w h ic h  I  c a n  r e a l l y  w e a r  a t  the  R an c h  on c r i s p  F a l l  ev en in g s  - -  

e v e n  s u m m  e r s  i t  g e ts  c o o l  - -  a n d  i t  w i l l  be  s u ch  fun to r e m e m b e r  w h e r e  

I  go t i t .

A nd  so  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  d a y  of s e e in g  the  e a r l y  c o lo n ia l  l i f e  of o u r  

c o u n t r y  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  the  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  an d  i t  m u s t  have  r e m a i n e d  m u c h  

th i s  w a y  f o r  d e c a d e s  t h e r e a f t e r .  And i t  w as  n e a r l y  4 :00 w h en  w e f in a l ly  

l e f t  Sunny s id e  a n d  h e a d e d  b a c k  to the  R o c k e f e l l e r  r e s id e n c e  in  T a r r y to w n .

^On the d r iv e  b a c k  th e r e  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  the m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  m o m e n t  

of the  w h o le  t r i p  to  m e .  L a u r e n c e  s a id  they  w o u ld  l ik e  f o r  m e  to  b e c o m e  

a  m e m b e r  of the  J a c k s o n  H ole  C o r p o r a t io n  - -  th a t  i s  I b e l ie v e  th e  a d v i s o r y
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g ro u p  th a t  c o n c e r n s  i t s e l f  w ith  a l l  the  R o c k e f e l l e r  r e s t o r a t i o n - r e c r e a t i o n  

e n t e r p r i s e s .  I  w a s  f l a t t e r e d  b ey o n d  w o r d s .  And I d id n ' t  s ay  a n y th in g  

d e f in i te  e x c e p t  " th a n k  y o u " .  I  b r in g  no e x p e r t i s e  to i t  - -  no t a s  a r c h i t e c t  

o r  p a r k  e x p e r t  o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  of a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p e r i e n c e .  B u t I 

w o u ld  l ik e  so  m u c h  to do i t .  I ho p e  i t  c o m e s  to p a s s .  He la u g h in g ly  s a id ,

" W e l l  h a v e  to h a v e  the  m e e t in g s  so m e  p la c e  th a t  you  w il l  r e a l l y  en joy . "

A nd  I r e m e m b e r e d  a t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one m e e t in g  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  a t  J a c k s o n  

H o le ,  a n d  o t h e r s  I  th in k  do in  the V i rg in  I s la n d s .

B a c k  in  th e  g u e s t  h o u s e  I  h a d  t im e  f o r  ab o u t a  3 0 -m in u te  r e s t .

I t  n e v e r  c e a s e s  to s u r p r i s e  m e  how  t i r e d  an d  how h u n g ry  you ge t on th e s e  

t r i p s ,  a l th o u g h  you c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  I do a s  r e a l  w o rk .

A nd th en  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  5:00 w e d ro v e  up  to the  R o c k e f e l l e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e  

f o r  te a .  We h a d  th o u g h t w e w o u ld  w a lk  o v e r  - -  th a t  b e a u t i fu l ,  r o l l in g  

c o u n t r y s id e  so  g r e e n ,  the  w oods  d a p p le d  w i th  dogwood, i s  b e a u t i fu l  an d  

in v i t in g  f o r  a  w a lk .  B u t i t  w a s  d r i z z l in g .

T h e  g r e a t  s to n e  h o u s e  w h e r e  N e lso n  l iv e s  th a t  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to t h e i r  

p a r e n t s  c o m m a n d s  a  h i l l to p ,  fo rb id d in g ,  im p o s in g ,  b u t  so f te n e d  w ith  

b e a u t i fu l  A m e r i c a n  e l m s .  You w in d  up  a  d r iv e w a y  p a s t  s t a t u a r y ,  som e of 

i t  w i ld ly  m o d e r n .  T h e r e  a r e  two g r e a t  t o r c h e e r s .  A t n ig h t  the  t i f fan y  

a m b e r  g l a s s  m u s t  lo o k  l ik e  tw in  f l a m e s  w hen  you d r iv e  u n d e r  the  p o r te  c o c h e r e .  

A nd  a s  you  m o u n t  the  s te p s  you s e e  dow n the le n g th  of the  h a l l  a  g r a c e f u l  

e le g a n t  s ta tu e  I  th in k  i t  i s  a n c ie n t  e a s t e r n  a r t  - -  a n d  t h e r e  is  the
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G o v e r n o r ,  s m i l in g ,  g e n ia l ,  tak in g  u s  in  out of the r a i n  a n d  m i s t .  And 

H ap p y , w a r m  a n d  f r i e n d ly .  And t h e i r  l i t t l e  so n  - -  a n o th e r ,  a  l i t t l e  v i s i t o r  

I  th in k .  A n d  l a t e r ,  h e r  d a u g h te r s  - -  o ld e r ,  a t t r a c t i v e  young g i r l s .

T h e  h o u s e  to  m e  w a s  unbelievi^ 'able. I  s to o d  in  o r b i t .  T h e  v a s t  

e x p a n s e s  of h a l l s ,  h ig h  c e i l in g s ,  e l a b o r a t e ly  o r n a te  m o ld in g s .  And h e r e  

a n d  th e r e  a  b r ig h t ,  w ild ,  s m a s h  of m o d e r n  a r t .  In one ro o m  I s aw  w h a t  

I  th o u g h t w a s  a n  e x a c t  copy  of o u r  B e n ja m in  F r a n k l i n  in  the  G r e e n  R oom  

a t  the  W hite  H o u se  b y  M a r t in ,  the  S co tch  p a in t e r .  B u t no, th is  s a id  s im p ly  • 

" W e s t " .  I  w o n d e r e d  i t  i t  m e a n t  B e n ja m in  S S a W  an d  w h ic h  in d e e d  w a s  c o r r e c t .

• ■ -V • • ' • . ■ , .

' W h o  c o p ie d  w h o ?  T he  w h o le  th ing  w a s  a  v a s t  d i s s o n a n c e  to m e .  I  do n o t

s e e  how  an y o n e  c o u ld  be a t  h o m e  in  the  h o u se .

T h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  H ap p y  c o u ld  no t h a v e  b e e n  k in d e r  h o s t s .  N e ls o n  

to o k  u s  a l l  o v e r  th e  h o u s e ,  p o in t in g  ou t the  a r t  th a t  he  h a d  b o u g h t - -  m a n y  

o f i t  y e a r s  a g o . He b u y s  i t  c o n s ta n t ly ,  c h a n g e s  i t .  I t  i s  one of h i s  r e a l  

e n t h u s i a s m s .  B u t  I  j u s t  s ta n d  a p p a l l e d  a n d  lo o k  s p e e c h le s s .

D o w n s ta i r s  t h e r e  w a s  a  ro o m  c l e a r e d  to h o ld  h i s  p u r c h a s e s  - - a  

s o r t  o f a r t  g a l l e r y  - -  fu l l  of the  w a y - o u t  m o d e r n  th in g s .  One a  s o r t  o f a  

sh ad o w  b o x  fu l l  of l ig h ts  a n d  c la n g in g  m e t a l  th a t  w e n t  a b s o lu t e ly  m a d  

w h e n  you  tu r n e d  the  s w i tch .  And o th e r s  th a t  lo o k e d  l ik e  the in s id e s  of 

o ld  c a r s .  T h e r e  w as  one  in  b r o n z e  th a t  I  co u ld  a p p r o a c h  u n d e r s ta n d in g .

( " T h e r e  w e r e  a r m i e s  of a: l i t t l e  b r o n z e  f ig u r e s  w h ich  you c o u ld  im a g in e

w e r e  m e n  on  h o r s e b a c k ,  m a r c h in g  m e n  w ith  s p e a r s .  N e lso n  k e p t  on
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sa y in g  th a t  he  w a s  going to s e n d  one of th e se  to the  P r e s i d e n t .  SBI he 

the  P r e s i d e n t  h a d  to ld  him th a t  he  w a s  g e t t in g  i n t e r e s t e d  in  m o d e r n  a r t  

a n d  th a t  the  o n ly  w a y  h e  co u ld  r e a l l y  c o m e  to u n d e r s t a n d  i t  a n d  s e e  w h a t  

h e  l ik e d  w a s  to l iv e  a r o u n d  som e^of i t .  And so h e  w a n te d  to s e n d  h im  

a  p ie c e .  I c o u ld  n o t  f o r  the  l i f e  of m e  th in k  w h a t  to s a y ,  th a t  w o u ld  be 

b o th  g r a c io u s  a n d  t ru th fu l .

T h e n  w e w e n t  in to  the b ig  d in ing  ro o m  d o m in a te d  b y  a  b ig  p o r t r a i t  

of t h e i r  g r a n d f a th e r  b y  John  S in g e r  S a rg e n t ,  a n d  g a th e r e d  a r o u n d  the  b ig  

d in in g  ro o m  ta b le .  And H appy  s e r v e d  te a  to u s  a n d  b ig  s l i c e s  of d e l ic io u s  

c a k e .  W h a t  a  c o n t r a s t  th is  i s  to L a u r e n c e  an d  M a r y 's  h o u se  w h ic h  is  so 

w a r m  a n d  w e lc o m in g ,  a n d  in  h u m a n  s c a le  c o m p a r e d  to  th is  g ia n t - l ik e  

s c a l e .

N e lso n a t  s p e a k s  of h is  f e e l in g  fo r  m o d e r n  a r t  w ith  s u c h  e n th u s i a s m ,  

b u t  to m e  i t  i s  a s  though  h e  w a s  s p e a k in g  in  a  f o r e ig n  tongue . A nd I  f e l t  

d i s s a t i s f i e d  a t  m y s e l f  f o r  b e in g  u n a b le  to c o m m u n ic a te .

T h e n  w e w e n t  b a c k  to L a u r e n c e  a n d  M a r y 's ,  a n d  I c h a n g e d  in to  

m y  p in k  ev en in g  d r e s s  w i th  the  b e a d e d  ja c k e t  once  m o r e .  S om ehow  in  the

' ■d r i z z l e  the  y e l lo w  ch iffo n  s e e m e d  to e r r o r l y  m i d - s u m m e r .  A nd we w e n t  (
\

to  L y n d h u r s t  - -  the  r e s t o r e d  Gould M a n s io n  - -  f o r  c o c k ta i l s .  I t  i s  now
■ ■ ■ ■ ' , ' ■ ' • i 

o w ned  by  the  N a t io n a l  T r u s t  fo r  H i s to r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  i s  open  to the  !

p u b l ic .  I t lo o k s  to m e  l ik e  the  g r a n d f a th e r  of a l l  g r e a t  m a n s io n s .  A huge  |

G o th ic  s t r u c t u r e  w ith  a  s u p e r b  v iew  of the  H u dson . T h e  a r c h i t e c t s  of th a t  |



d ay  m u s t  h a v e  im a g in e d  th e m s e lv e s  b u ild in g  c a s t l e s  on the  R h in e .  A nd 

t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  l ik e  th is  I w a s  to ld .

We h a d  a  to u r  th ro u g h  the h o u s e ,  saw  a  c o l le c t io n  of p a in t in g s  of 

the  H u d so n  R i v e r  S choo l - -  s o m e  b e lo n g in g  on th e  w a l l s ,  o th e r s  l e n t  by  

n e ig h b o r s  - -  a m o n g  th em  the  C a r l  K a r m a s .  T h e r e  w e r e  s u c h  f a m i l i a r  

n a m e s  a s  K in s i t  a n d  T h o m a s  C o le  a n d  C r o p s y  a n d  T h o m a s  M o ra n  an d  

E a s t m a n  J o h n so n  a n d  G e o rg e  E n n i s .  . I m e t  the  o f f ic ia ls  of the  N a t io n a l  

T r u s t ,  w a s  g iv e n  a  s c r o l l  b y  th e m . B ut r e m e m b e r  m o s t  p o ig n a n t ly  in  

a l l  th a t  w h o le  v a s t ,  fo rb id d in g ,  u n c o m f o r ta b le  h o u se  the  ro o m  of the  l a s t  

d a u g h te r  of the  G ou lds  who a p p a r e n t ly  f e l t  a  s o r t  of a  g u il t  a b o u t  h e r  

w e a l th  b e c a u s e  h e r  ro o m  w a s  fu l l  of p i c t u r e s  of t r a i n  w r e c k s .

I  a t  l a s t  d i s c o v e r e d  th e  th ing  th a t  I w a n te d  to f ind , a n d  th a t  w a s  

the  m o d e l  o f  h i s  p r iv a t e  r a i l r o a d  c a r  c a l l e d  "A tlan ta* ’, T h e  c a r  i t s e l f  i s  

now in  J e f f e r s o n ,  T e x a s ,  a n d  i s  p a r t  of th e i r  S p r in g  p i l g r i m a g e ,  h ig h ly  

t r e a s u r e d  b y  the  l a d i e s  of the  G a r d e n  C lub , How th ey  go t i t  I  w i l l  n e v e r  

laiow . A nd  I s to o d  in  f r o n t  of the  m o d e l  a n d  h a d  m y  p i c tu r e  m a d e .a n d  I  

s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  s e n d  i t  to the  J e f f e r s o n  L a d ie s  a lo n g  w i th  a  p i c t u r e  o f  th i s  

g r e a t  m a n s io n .

A s  w e p a r t e d ,  w e s a w  the  g r e e n  h o u s e  w h ich  s t r e t c h e d  on  a n d  on 

i t  lo o k e d  l ik e  f o r  a b o u t  4 c i ty  b lo c k s  - -  a n  i n c r e d ib le  e v id e n c e  of w e a l th .  

T h e  w ho le  w ay  of l i fe  h e r e  - -  a  p ag e  f o r  A m e r i c a ' s  h i s t o r y  th a t  w i l l

• n e v e r  r e t u r n  g l i t t e r i n g ,  i m p r e s s i v e ,  b u t  b u r d e n s o m e .
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A nd  th en  w e w e n t  on to B r o o k e 's .  And h e r e  w a s  a  to t a l ly  d i f f e r e n t  

p i c t u r e .  A ll  the  g r a c e  a n d  c h a r m  a n d  b e a u ty  th a t  w e a l th  co u ld  o f f e r ,  bu t 

on  a  h u m a n  s c a l e  w ith  w a r m t h  a n d  c o m p a s s io n  to w h a t  I h a d  b e e n  s e e in g  

w ith  s im p l ic i ty .

B ro o k e  w a s  a t  the  d o o r ,  u t t e r l y  e n ch a n t in g .  She b u b b le s ,  she  

g low s , sh e  d e f ie s  y e a r s .  She l e t  u s  in s id e ,  a n d  w e m a d e  o u r  w a y  l e i s u r e l y  

f r o m  ro o m  to ro o m  m e e t in g  h e r  g u e s t s .  A g ro u p  m o s t ly  of H u d so n  R i v e r  

fo lk  i n t e r e s t e d  in  the  a r t s  o r  r e s t o r a t i o n s  - -  th e  A u g u s t  K e cfeures, th e  L e la n d  

H a y w a rd s  - -  sh e  u s e d  to  be  m a r r i e d  to R an d o lp h  C h u r c h i l l  a n d  is  the  m o t h e r  

o f  young W in s to n .  T h e  B r o g e r  f a m i ly  - -  f iv e  of th e m .  T h e  J a m e s  B id d le s  - -  

h e ’s the  new  h e a d  of the  N a t io n a l  T r u s t  I  b e l ie v e .  A nd the  R o b e r t  M a s e s ,  w ho 

t o g e th e r  d id  N ic h o la s  a n d  A le x a n d r a .  She is  le a v in g  so o n  f o r  R u s s i a  f o r  

a  s u m m e r  of r e s e a r c h .  And the J im  F o s b u r g s  w e r e  th e r e .  I t  took  m e  a  

few  m in u te s  to r e m e m b e r  th a t  M r s .  F o s b u r g  u s e d  to be  m a r r i e d  to V in c e n t  

A s t o r  b e f o r e  B ro o k e  w a s .  A nd a t  one t im e  I found  m y s e l f  h a v in g  a  to u r  of 

a  lo v e ly  in t im a te  ro o m  in  w h ic h  the  w a l l s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  w ith  f a m i ly  p i c t u r e s .  

V in ta g e  of the la te  2 0 's ,  3 0 ’s a n d  40*s. And f o r  aw h ile  I  w a s  a c c o m p a n ie d  

b y  b o th  l a d i e s .  H e w a s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  a t t r a c t i v e  m a n ,  M r .  A s to r .

T h e r e  w a s  a  f i r e  in  the L i b r a r y  - -  a  m a g n e t  w ith  the  m i s t  a n d  r a i n  

o u ts id e .  A nd one of the n i c e s t  p a r t s  of the  e v en in g  w a s  a  q u ie t  t a lk  t h e r e  

w i th  Jo h n  a n d  P e t e r  L o eb , r e m in i s c in g  a b o u t o u r  good w e e k e n d  in  T e x a s .

A nd  t h e r e  w a s  P h i l ip  Jo h n so n ,  b r i t t l e  a n d  c l e v e r  a n d  so  s o p h i s t i c a te d ,  I
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a lw a y s  l ik e  b e in g  a r o u n d  h im  th o u g h / I  c o n s id e r  u s  a  w o r ld  a p a r t .  He t e l l s  

m e  he h a s  f in i s h e d  a  c o n c e p t  f o r  the  a r t  c e n t e r  in  C o rp u s  C h r i s t ! .  And 

t h e r e  w a s  a n o th e r  a r c h i t e c t ,  P a u l  R udo lph , who d o es  n o t  lo o k  a t  a l l  l ike  

h i s  b u i ld in g s  if  I  r e m e m b e r  th em  r ig h t .  I th in k  th ey  a r e  the  b r u t a l ,  r a w  

c o n c r e t e  type .

And the  s t a r  of the  ev en in g  a s  a lw a y s  w h e n e v e r  she  i s  p r e s e n t  - -  

H e le n  H a y e s ,  a  c lo s e  n e ig h b o r .  W hen she  w a lk s  in , she  ta k e s  o v e r  the 

ro o m  f o r  m e .

M a r y  w a s  t h e r e ,  an d  F l o r e n c e  M ah o n ey  a n d  L iz  a n d  L e s  a n d  the 

H a r t z o g s  a n d  the  K im m e r m o n s  - -  he  i s  s tan d in g  in  f o r  the U d a l l s  on  th is  

t r i p .  And W a r r e n  R o g e r s  w e a r in g  a  tuxedo  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  L a u r e n c e  

R o c k e f e l l e r .  I t ' s  a b o u t  25 y e a r s  o ld  L a u r e n c e  s a id .  T h e r e  w e r e  the  

G a r d n e r  C o le s  of LO O K  m a g a z in e ,  a n d  D ick  A d le r .  And a n o th e r  a t t r a c t i v e  

s in g le  m a n ,  C o u n t A r r o ,  a n d  M a r a  S a l l i s  - - h e  u s e d  to  be  th e  B r a z i l i a n  

A m b a s s a d o r  to W ash in g to n .

B ro o k e  l i v e s  h e r e  on w e e k e n d s  an d  a l a r g e  p a r t  of the  s u m m e r .

She to ld  m e  once  th a t  a  w idow  h a s  to  h a v e  r o o t s .  A nd in  th a t  s p i r i t  she

hung  a l l  the  f a m i ly  p i c t u r e s .  I  th in k  she  h a s  v e r y  s t ro n g  r o o t s  in  l i f e .
/* •

She w o r k s  a n d  sh e  lo v e s  h e r  w o rk .  And she  g iv e s .

She to o k  m e  out onto  a  c o v e r e d  t e r r a c e  fac in g  a  b e a u t i fu l  sw eep  

of la w n . D a r k  h a d  f a l l e n  a n d  th e r e  w a s  m i s t  an d  r a i n .  I t  m u s t  b e  an  

e n c h a n t in g  p la c e  in  the  day  t im e .  We h a d  d in n e r  a t  ro u n d  t a b le s  in  a  s o r t
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of a  g a r d e n  ro o m ,  a n d  I s a t  n e x t  to L o u is  O k e n c la u s  who w r o te  the  " R e c to r  

of J u s t i n e " .  He w a s  v e r y  good c o m p a n y  a n d  e a s y  to t a lk  to - -  p o l i s h e d ,  

v e r y  e a s t e r n .  I  c o u ld n ' t  im a g in e  h im  l iv in g  o r  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  w e s t  of the  

M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r .

D in n e r  w a s  d e l ic io u s ,  an d  th e r e  w e r e  t o a s t s  to the  P r e s i d e n t ,  to 

m e ,  the  w a r m  e s t  a n d  b e s t  to B ro o k e .  I h a d  the im p u ls e  b u t n o t  the s e l f -  

a s s u r a n c e  to  s ta n d  on m y  f e e t  a n d  m a k e  one tof> h e r  m y s e l f .  A nd th e r e f o r e  

f e l t  u n f in i s h e d  w hen  the e v en in g  w a s  o v e r .  And the  R o c k e f e l l e r s  g a th e r e d  

m e  u p  s o l i c i t o u s ly  b e c a u s e  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  long  day . And a t  a  f a i r l y  e a r l y  

h o u r  - -  a b o u t  11:30 - -  a n d  we d ro v e  h o m e .

A nd th i s  w i l l  be  a  day  to r e m e m b e r  in  the l i fe  of L a d y  B i r d  T a y lo r  

o f  K a rn a c k ,  a n d  M r s .  L y n d o n  J o h n so n  of Jo h n so n  C i ty  - -  a  d a y  w i th  the  

R o c k e f e l l e r s  a n d  the  A s t o r s  a n d  the G ou lds  - -  s e e in g  the  H u d so n  R i v e r  

V a l le y  - -  a b o u t  300 y e a r s  of i t .
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