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T h u r s d a y ,  M ay  23, 1968 P a g e  1

It w a s  a  b u sy ,  s ig n i f ic a n t  d ay  fo r  m e .  W o rk  b r e e d s  w o r k  a s  d o es  

I  a m  s u r e  i n e r t i a  b r e e d s  i n e r t i a .  I w a s  up  a t  7 :00 a n d  a s  so o n  a s  the  

o p e r a t o r s  to ld  m e  th a t  o u r  h o u se  g u e s t s  w e r e  aw ak e  I  w en t u p s t a i r s  a n d  

to o k  s o m e  p i c t u r e s  to a u to g r a p h  f o r  th e m , s o m e  b o o k s  on the  W hite  H o u se  

a n d  s o m e  l i t t l e  g la s s  b i r d s .  A nd they , b l e s s  th e m  , h ad  a l r e a d y  b ough t 

s o m e  b o o k s  w h ic h  I a u to g r a p h e d  to f r i e n d s  b a c k  h o m e  to w hom  th ey  w e r e  . 

ta k in g  th e m .  We h a d  a n  h o u r ' s  good v i s i t ,  and  th e n  b a c k  d o w n s ta i r s  I  s aw  

E r n i e  G o ld s te in  a n d  ta lk e d  a b o u t  the  L i b r a r y ,  the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o g r a m .

A nd on  the  te le p h o n e  to R o y  W hite  an d  B u sb y  a n d  D r .  G r o v e r  a n d  G e o rg e  

R e e d y  a n d  Doug C a t e r .  E r n i e  i s  going in to  the  h o s p i ta l .  T h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  

p r o g r a m  i s  j u s t  a b o u t  to  g e t  k ic k e d  off. Jo e  F r a n t z  h a s  so m e  n o m in e e s  - -  

young  P h .  D. ' s  - -  a s  p o s s ib le  o n es  to h e a d  i t  up . Doug w i l l  i n t e r v i e w  th e m  

s in c e  E r n i e  w i l l  b e  in  the  h o s p i ta ls  We hope  we can  ge t i t  u n d e r w a y  e a r l y  

th is  s u m m e r .  G e o rg e  R e e d y  h a d  p r e p a r e d  s o m e  s p le n d id  m e m o s  on how  

to  d iv id e  L y n d o n 's  S en a te  y e a r s ,  w h a t  e v e n ts  w e r e  s ig n i f ic a n t  - -  one of the 

b e s t  c o n t r ib u t io n s  so  f a r .  1 t a lk e d  w i th  D r .  V o ss  a b o u t  Sam H o u s to n .  He 

b e l ie v e ^ h e  i s  in  good, sh a p e  m e n ta l ly  a n d  p h y s ic a l ly .  A nd th e n  to  M r .  P e r ' s  

f o r  a  c o m b -o u t^ a n d  p i c t u r e s  of m e  a n d  E m i ly  a n d  C e c i l l e  a n d  H e le n  - -  a l l  

fo u r  to g e th e r  a n d  two of u s  s e p a r a t e l y  in  the Y e llow  R o o m . A nd then  i t  

w a s  t im e  to go d o w n s ta i r s  f o r  th e  l a s t  of the  d e a r e s t  e v e n ts  of m y  d a y s  

h e r e  - -  the  a n n u a l  lu n c h e o n  fo r  the  S en a te  L a d ie s .
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M r s .  E i s e n h o w e r  w a s  c o m in g  a g a in .  I h a d  c a l l e d  h e r  m y s e l f  

. a  w e e k  o r  so  a g o  to t e l l  h e r  how m u c h  i t  w o u ld  m e a n  if  she  c o u ld  c o m e ,  

b u t  n o t  r e a l l y  e x p e c t in g  h e r  too s in c e  the  G e n e r a l  w a s  in  the  H o s p i ta l .

And so  i t  w a s  a  good s ig n  a b o u t  h im  th a t  sh e  c a m e .

We h a d  p i c t u r e s  in the  G r e e n  R oom  - -  M r s .  E i s e n h o w e r  a n d  M u r ie l  

a n d  m e .  M u r i e l  lo o k in g  q u ite  w an  a n d  w e a r y .  T h i s  i s  r e a l l y  h e r  f i r s t  t im e  

out f r o m  the h o s p i t a l .  A nd then  M r s .  E i s e n h o w e r  a n d  I  s to o d  in  l in e  to 

g r e e t  the  101 g u e s t s  - -  a l l  the  C a b in e t  w iv e s ,  e x c e p t  fo r  V i r g in ia  R u sk ,  

a n d  the g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of th e  s i t t in g  S e n a t o r ' s  w iv e s .  O ld  t i m e r s  - -  

H e n r i e t t a  A n d e r s o n  a n d  Ivo S p a rk m a n  a n d  N o rm a  M c C le l la n  a n d  one 

of m y  a lw a y s  f a v o r i t e s  M a r y  E l l e n  M o n ro n ey .  A nd B e t ty  F u lb r ig h t  w ith  

w h o m  I n e v e r  r e a l l y  a s s o c i a t e  - -  I  d i s l ik e  f o r  h e r  h u sb a n d .  A nd  a n  o ld  

n a m e ,  M r s .  H a r r y  B y rd ,  J r .  T h e  young an d  b e a u t i fu l  - -  M a r v e l l a  B ay h  

a n d  M r s .  Scoop  J a c k s o n .  A nd a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  p a i r ,  M r s .  F r e d  H a r r i s  

a n d  M r s .  W a l t e r  M o n d a le  w h o se  h u s b a n d s  a r e  c h a i r m e n  of the  V ice  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  c a m p a ig n .  N e i th e r  J o a n  K enn ed y  n o r  E th e l  K en n ed y  w e r e  t h e r e .  

T h e y  w e r e  b o th  ou t  c a m p a ig n in g .  And so  w a s  A b ig a i l  M c C a r th y .  A nd a  

v e r y  s p e c i a l  p e r s o n  to m e  - -  L o r a in e  M cG ee . She a n d  G a le  a r e  two of the  

s t a u n c h e s t .  G r e a t l y  m i s s e d  w a s  L o u e l la  D irk s e n .  B u t I knew  o n ly  a  v e r y  

r e a l  c o m m  i tm e n t  k e p t  h e r  aw ay . And G r a c e  Dodd w h o se  a b s e n c e  gave  m e  

a  p a n g . I s h o u ld  h a v e  c a l l e d  h e r  a n d  u r g e d  h e r  to c o m e .  A nd d e a r  B e t ty
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. T a lm a d g e  a n d  E v ie  S ym in g to n  w hom  I a lw a y s  a s s o c i a t e  w ith  h a p p ie r  d ay s  

of the  p a s t  a n d  no t w ith  S tu ’s s l ic in g  o f  the  p r e s e n t .  A nd M r s .  E r n e s t  

G ru e n in g  > w a lk in g  l a b o r io u s ly  on h e r  two c a n e s .  A nd M r s .  C h a r l e s  

P e r c y  lo o k in g  a b o u t  L y n d a  B i r d ' s  a g e  in  a  v e r y  s h o r t ,  y e r y  p r e t t y  w h ite  

d r e s s .

T h e r e  w a s  so m u c h  h u g g in g  n e a r l y  e v e r y  g u e s t  th a t  I  so o n  lo s t  

m y  p e a r l s .  A nd n e a r l y  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  f i r s t  n a m e s .  A nd th e n  c a m e  the  

w iv e s  of the  f o r m e r  m e m b e r s  - -  now so  fa i th fu l  in  the  R e d  C r o s s .

/ AM r s .  C h a r l e s  T o b e y ,  the  D ean  of u s  a l l .  A nd g la m o r o u s  B a x e o y  Silvercrj©4x

C .  ■ ■ ■
( w ho w a s  m a r r i e d  to  S e n a to r  B r y a n  M cM ann . And M r s .  H a r o ld  B u r to n

w h o se  h u s b a n d  h a d  b e e n  b o th  S e n a to r  a n d  m e m b e r  o f  the  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  - -  

a n d  is  m y  n o m in e e  f o r  h av in g  a t t e n d e d  m o r e  W ash in g to n  p a r t i e s  th a n  

a n y b o d y , a lw a y s  w i th  b o th  h e r  e a r r i n g s  on one e a r  a n d  a lw a y s  v e r y  

f r i e n d ly  a n d  n ic e .  A nd M r s .  F r a n c e s  P a r k i n s o n  K yes in  a  w h e e l c h a i r .

She i s  c e l e b r a t i n g  th is  w e e k  the  p u b l ish in g  of h e r  l a t e s t  book . T h i s  m u s t  

m a k e  the  30 s o m e  odd. A nd  M r s .  Tom C o n n o lly  w hom  t im e  d o e s  n o t  d au n t .  

A a d  L o u  E n g le  a n d  E s t h e r  F r e e r .  A nd  E l i z a b e th  H en n in g s  a n d  K a tie  M a lo n e , 

A nd  in  m y  m i n d ' s  ey e  I  k e p t  on s e e in g  m e  c o m in g  b a c k  s o m e  t im e  in  th e  

f u tu r e .  And r e l i s h i n g  i t  a l l  a s  m u c h  a s  I  w a n te d  th em  to . A nd a s  I  d id  

b e in g  w i th  th e m .

( " M r s .  J .  H a m il to n  L e w is  d id  n o t  m a k e  th e  r e c e iv in g  l in e  - - no

s u r p r i s e .  She d id  s l ip  in to  h e r  s e a t  s o m e t im e  in  the  m id d le  of the  f i r s t
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c o u r s e .  A nd I w a s  p l e a s e d  w ith  m y s e l f  th a t  I h a d  r e m e m b e r e d  to do 

s o m e  n ic e  l i t t l e  th in g s  - -  s e n d  a  c a r  f o r  h e r ,  t r y  to s e n d  one f o r  

M r s .  B u rk ,  th a t  S e n a te  R e d  C r o s s  fa i th fu l .  And f o r  B e s s ’ m o t h e r  - -  

b u t  b o th  o f  th em  w e r e  too i l l  to c o m e .

I  h a d  M r s .  E i s e n h o w e r  on m y  r ig h t  of c o u r s e .  And n ex t ,  H e n r i e t t a  

H i l l .  A nd  i t ' s  a  t r i u m p h  of m e d ic in e  a n d  in  p a r t  M a r y  L a s k e r ' s  t r i u m p h ,  

th a t  H e n r i e t t a  i s  h e r e  a n d  no t sh ak in g .  T h e  P a r k i n s o n ' s  d i s e a s e  f r o m  

w h ic h  she  s u f f e r s  i s  p a r t l y  con tro lled  by  a  d ru g ,  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d .  

A nd  sh e  h a s  a  r e p r i v e  in  th is  w o r l d . She lo o k e d  v e r y  w e l l  in  f a c t .

And n e x t  M a u r e e n  M a n s f ie ld .  A nd th e n  G lad y s  SSSgtBBBl, M r s .  C l in  J o h n s o n .  

H e r e  I  h a d  u s e d  m y  p r e r o g a t i v e  w h ic h  I  so  s e ld o m  do in  th is  h o u s e  of a d d in g  

to  the  e s t a b l i s h e d  l i s t  s o m e o n e  of m y  own c h o ic e .  I t  i s  a  c u s to m  to in v i te  

th o s e  S en a te  w iv e s  w ho s t i l l  h av e  a  W a sh in g to n  a d d r e s s  o r  a  c lo s e  — w ith in  

a n  h o u r  o r  so  d r iv e  a d d r e s s .  B u t th is  t im e  I  h a d  a s k e d  M r s .  E r n e s t  

M c F a r l a n d  a n d  M r s .  O lin  J o h n s to n  an d  two o r  t h r e e  f r o m  a  long w a y s  aw ay . 

A nd G lad y s  h a d  c o m e  a n d  e n jo y e d  i t  maacK v e r y  m u c h  I  th in k . I  c e r t a i n l y  

d id  e n jo y  h e r  p r e s e n c e .  And th en  Hm L aD o n n a  H a r r i s  a n d  M r s .  H ugh S c o t t  

a n d  M r s .  T o b b e y  f o r  w hom  m y  a d m i r a t io n  i s  v e r y  g r e a t .  A nd M r s .  A ik e n  

w h o  h a d  b e e n  the  c h a i r m a n  of the  lu n c h eo n  f o r  m e  th is  y e a r ,  a n d  then  

M u r i e l .

T h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w a s  f a r  b e t t e r  than  the  lu n ch  w h ich  w a s  not 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t in g u is h e d .  M r s .  E i s e n h o w e r  a n d  I ta lk e d  a b o u t  P a lm  S p r in g s
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how  m u c h  L y n d o n  h a d  l ik e d  i t ,  how  m u c h  I h o p e d  we m ig h t  c o m e  out.

A nd a b o u t  th e  G e n e r a l  of c o u r s e .  She h a d  b e e n  te l l in g  e v e r y b o d y  th a t  

h e  w a s  g  do ing  w e l l .  A nd of c o u r s e  h e r  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  h e r e  a t t e s t e d  to 

th a t .  She s a id ,  "W h en  o u r  b e a u s " ,  - -  sh e  a lw a y s  u s e s  th is  e x p r e s s i o n  

a b o u t  h u s b a n d s  - -  " g e t  to be  a  c e r t a i n  a g e ,  th e y  a r e  a l l  we hav e .* ' She 

w a s  e x p la in in g  h ow  sh e  s ta y e d  w ith  h im  a l l  the t im e ,  an d  f e l t  th a t  she  

coiild c o m e  a w a y  f o r  ju s t  a  few  h o u r s  now b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  do ing  b e t t e r .

She h a d  e v e n  m i s s e d  A n n e 's  d e b u t  - -  h e r  g r a n d d a u g h te r  - -  in  New Y o rk  

b e c a u s e  he  h a d  n o t  b e e n  w e l l  th is  S p r in g .  A nd of c o u r s e  in  the  c o n v e r s a t i o n  

sh e  s a id ,  "Y ou  know^knew who w a s  D e m o c r a t  a n d  who w a s  R e p u b l ic a n .  *' 

A c tu a l ly  th a t  i s  th e  w ay  in  the  S ena te  L a d ie s  R e d  C r o s s  w e h a v e  a l l  fe l t .

I t ' s  b e e n  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h ip  - -  one of the  s t r o n g e s t  a n d  the  m o s t  

c h e r i s h e d  o f m y  y e a r s  h e r e .

G la d y s  J o h n s to n  a s k e d ,  "How i s  M r s . ’ N ix o n ? "  A nd I  w a s  g la d  she  

d id .  She w a s  a  good  p r e s id in g  o f f ic e r  in  h e r  y e a r s  w i th  the S en a te  L a d ie s  

R e d  C r o s s ,  an d  i t ' s  m y  l a c k  th a t  I  h a v e n ' t  m a d e  a  s p e c ia l  e f f o r t  to g e t  

h e r  to c o m e  f o r  s o m e  of th e s e  lu n c h e o n s  in .m y  d ay s  h e r e .  B u t  e v e r y w h e r e  

one  lo o k s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  la c k ,  a  f a i l u r e ,  a n  o m is s io n .  We c a n  o n ly  t r y  to  f i l l  

the  d a y s  a s  fu l l  a s  you c a n  a n d  not w o r r y  a b o u t  the r e s t .

One o f  the  b ig  f e a t u r e s  of the d ay  w a s  u s in g  the  new  W hite  H o u se  

c h in a  - -  o u r s .  A nd of c o u r s e  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  c o m p l im e n t s ,  o r  th e  

r e m a r k s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  s a id  go ing  ou t the  d o o r .  And th en  L y n d o n  d ro p p e d  •

MEMORANDUM
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in  on u s ,  g r e e t e d  M r s .  E i s e n h o w e r  m o s t  so l ic i t |o u s ly ^  an d  M u r ie l .

A nd th e n  s to p p e d  by  m y  c h a i r  a n d  s a id  a  few  w o rd s  to the  l a d ie s  

w a r m  a f f e c t io n a te  w o r d s ,  I  though t th e m . A nd  a s p e c ia l  one to 

M r s .  E i s e n h o w e r .  No one h a s  b e e n  k in d e r  o r  m o r e  h e lp fu l  to m e  

th an  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  M r s ,  E i s e n h o w e r ,  o r  m o r e  g e n e r o u s  w i th  t h e i r  

good w is h e s  a n d  th e i r  p r a y e r s .

A nd  p r e s e n t l y  the l a s t  of m y  W hite  H o u se  lu n c h e o n s  fo r  the  

S en a te  L a d ie s  w a s  o v e r ,  a n d  I s a id  goodbye to M r s .  E i s e n h o w e r  who 

w a s  go ing  to s l ip  ou t. A nd I w e n t  to s ta n d  a t  the  d o o r  to b id  f a r e w e l l  

to e a c h  of the  g u e s t s .  A nd th a t  w a s  a  m o m e n t  of w re n c h in g .  If th is  

S p r in g  I h a v e  gone th ro u g h  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of e m o t io n ,  of s a y in g  goo d b y es ,  

o f  a w a r e n e s s  of a  c h an g e  in  o u r  l i v e s ,  m y  fe e l in g s  I  th in k  h a v e  a lw a y s  

b e e n  v e r y  w e l l  u n d e r  c o n t r o l .  B u t  th is  w a s  a  m o m e n t  w re n c h in g .  I  f e l t  

i t  d e e p ly  a n d  c a m e  c lo s e  to show ing  i t .  T h e r e  w e r e  so m a n y  n ic e  th in g s  

s a id  a s  the  l a d i e s  l e f t  the  f o o m .  A nd th e r e  w e r e  t e a r s  in  a  good m a n y  

e y e s .  One e s t e e m e d  c o m p l im e n t ,  " I  w ou ld  s u r e  h a te  to fo llow  in  y o u r  

s h o e s .  •' I  r e l i s h e d  the  l a s t  m o m e n t  of i t ,  an d  w e n t  u p s t a i r s  a f t e r  the  l a s t  

g u e s t ,  w o r k e d  w i th  A sh to n , r e c o r d e d ,  w en t to the W e s t  H a l l  f o r  a  d r i n k  

a n d  a  l a s t  v i s i t  w ith  E m i ly  an d  H e le n  a n d  C e c i l l e .  H e len  is  going  out to 

s p e n d  the n ig h t  w ith  s o m e  o th e r  f r i e n d s  h e r e  in  W ash in g to n . And E m i ly  

a n d  C e c i l l e  a r e  sp en d in g  the  n ig h t  h e r e  a n d  w i l l  leavess: e a r l y  t o m o r r o w  

m o r n in g .
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We w e n t  to the bow ling  la n e s  a n d  h a d  a n o th e r  h i l a r io u s  g a m e .  

J irn  C a in  c a m e  o v e r  a n d  jo in e d  u s .  F in a l ly  w e w e n t  b a c k  u p s t a i r s  

a n d  h a d  d in n e r  w ith o u t  w a i t in g  fo r  L yn d o n  - -  E m i ly  a n d  C e c i l l e  a n d  

D r .  C a in  a n d  I.

A n d  i t  w a s  a f t e r  10:00 w h en  L yndon  c a m e  an d  h a d  h i s  d in n e r ,  

a n d  th e n  w e b o th  h a d  a  ru b  a n d  I  w as  in  b e d  by  m id n ig h t .

MEMORANDUM


