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It was a busy, significant day for me. Work breeds work as does

- I am sure inertia breeds inertia. I was up at 7:00 and as soon as the

~ operators told me that our house guests were awake I went upstairs and

took some pictures to autograph for them, some books on the White House

and some little glass birds. And they,: bless them , had already bought.

~ some books which I autographed to friends back home to whom they were

taking them. We had an hour's good visit, and then back downstairs I saw

- Ernie Goldstein and talked about the Library, the oral histofy program.

And on. the telephone to Roy White and Busby and Dr. Grover and George -

Reedy and Doug Cater.  Ernie is going into the hospital. | The oral history
program is just é;bout to get kivck‘ediovff.' Joe vFrantzv hés édme nomiﬁées -
young Ph. D.'s --’Aas possible one;'to head it up Doug will interview them
since Erni;a Wili be in tAhe'hvospitalv. We hopé we can geti iit ﬁﬁderwaY'éarly .
this svu,mmevr. : 'Ge.or‘geAReedy. haa 'pr~epéred séfne splendid me?no's oﬁ how

to divide Liyndon's Senate years, what events were significant -- one of the

best contributions so far. I talked w'ith Dr, Voss about Sam Héuston.- He -

believeihe is in good. shape mehtally and ph;fsically.‘ And then to Mr. Per's

for a comb-out,and pictures of me and Emily and Cecille and Helen -- all

. four together and two of us separately in the Yellow Room. " And then it

was time to go downstairs for the last of the dearest events of my days

here -- the annual luncheon for the Senate Ladies.
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Mrs. Eisenhower was coming agairi. I had called her myself .

- . a week or so a.g‘o to tell her how much it would mean if she 'céuld come,

but nét reallj} é_xpec}:tingvhevr too since .the Géneral Qv_a.s in the.Hc.)spital. '
And so it was av‘good sigh»ébout hii'n that she éarhlg..
| We ﬁa'd pictures in the.Green'Ro‘omv—; M‘rs. ‘EisenhOWex" and Muriel '
_arid me. Mﬁriél looking quité wan and weary. This is. r.e‘ally her first tvim.e |
oﬁt f‘rom the héspiAtal.- -And then Mrs. Eisenhow‘ezf and I stood in iineA tok
”gfeet the 101 gﬁests -- all the Cabinet wiveé, except for V‘:ir‘ginia,Rusk,
éndAthe;i grea‘tt‘r‘nba.jority of the sitting’.Senatc.)r‘.s.wi\‘rérs. o1d !.:imeré --
Henri_e‘tta. Anderson and Ivo Sparkﬁ)an and Nofma ‘Mc_C‘lgllan aﬁd one
of my alwa.yé favorites Mary Ellen Monroney.  And Betty Fulbright with |
whbm I bne\Are'r _x;eally assocliate --1 di‘slike fqr her husband. And an olci
néme, Mi:'s. Harry Byr’d,‘ Jr.. The yo.ung'and beau.tiful -- Marvella bBayh,
and M rs. Séoop Jackson. Aﬁd a very special p‘air,l Mrs. fred Harris =
and M rs. Walter Mondale»whc;)sebvhusbands are chairmen of the Viée ‘
. Presidenfis c'al;npai'gn.y" Ne’ithe'r Joé.n Kennedy hdr E.thelv Kennédy were thére;'
'I'hg'y Qeie .both’. out cérhpéigning.‘ And so Was;-: Abigail 'M»cCe-J.rl;hy.-." : And a
Ave:.:y special [-:-er"s'ox;x to me —‘- Loraine M.cGe:e. Shé anci Gale are two of the.
st_é.unchest. Gre‘atly missed Qas Louella Dirksen. . But I knew oﬁly a very .
- feal comm itmenf kept her a{Véy.' And Grace Dodd th;se absence gave me

a pang. I should have called her and urged her to come. And dear Betty
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.. Talmadge and Evie Syinington whom I always associate with happier days

'of the .past and not-wi..th‘Stu"s- slic'ing of the present. ‘And Mrs. »Exl'nest
Gruening. " walking labo;iously oﬁ hér two canes. And M_rs.. 'Charlesv
.Percy‘ .léol'cing aboﬁt Lynda _Bird's age in a véry short‘,' very pretty whité |
dress, | . | | | ‘

There was so much hugging nearly every guest t;,hatil so_oﬁ lost
my pearls. And nearly everybody was first names.: And then_‘c_ame the
ines of the former merrii:ers -~ now s0 faithful in the Re.d Cross,
Mrs. Charlesb Tobey, the Dean of us a.11k.k And glan-)d_rou‘s MSﬂVércfﬁﬁ
who was mérried to Senator Eryan MéMann. And Mrs. Harold Burtlon N
whoée husband had been both Senatér a’n_d mémbef oi; the Supreme Coﬁrﬁ'.-—
and is my nominée for having _attehded more Waéhiﬁgton pa.rtiesb th;.n
anybody, aiw'a.ys‘with both her earrings on one éa}r é.nd alWays very
fz;iendlir and nice., And Mrs. Fr;nces Pafkinéon Ky'e"s iin' a v;(heélchaif. 4- ;
She ié celebrating this week the pﬁblishing of her latest b§§k. This must

‘make the 30 some odd. And Mrs. Tom Con‘nonylwhom time does not daunt,

And Lou Engle and Esther Freer. And Elizabeth Henning's and Katie M.a.lone:.

:And inv.n;xy mind's eye I kept on seeing me ééming back some tiiﬁe in tllxei

future.” And relishing it all as much as I 'wanlted'vthe‘m to. And a‘s Idid

being.wvith them, |
Mrs, J. Hamiiton Lewis d1d not méké the receiving, lkinev‘ - -'no

surprise. She did slip into her seat sometime in the middle of the first
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course., And I wae pleased with rhyself thet I had remembered to do
' some nice iittle things .-— send a car for her, tr‘yﬂto send dne for
Mrs. ].3urk,v the.t Sen‘ate-Red Cross fai‘t»hful‘. “And for I.3ess" mbther -=
but both of t};ein were tooiil.l to co.m‘e‘. | |
I had Mrs. Eisenhower on my right of eouise. ‘And pexf, Henrietta
Hill., And it's a'triumph bf‘medicine ’and. izi'part Mar‘y Lasker's triumph,
that Henrietta is here and not shaking. The Pari(inson‘s disease fz;om
Wh'ic‘h sﬁe suffers is .pa‘.rtly eont,roled by a drug., very recently'discp{rered.
: And she has a repi-ive in tﬁis v&orld She looked véry‘ weli in fact.
' And next Maureen Mansf1eld "And then Gladsrs M Mrs blin Johnson. -
Here I had used my p'rerogati\fe which I.so seldom do in this houee of edding
' -tov the esteblished list someone 'o‘fAmy own choice. It is a custom te'in'vit.e" :
" those Senate wives who sfili ha;\;e a Washington address or a close -- .within |
"~ an hour "or so -;'- dri\ie address. But this time I had asked -Mrs; Ernesf'
k McFarland and Mre Olin VJohn.ston and two oi- three from a long ways away.
© And Gladys had come and enJoyed it mxeax very muCh 1 think. I certa.1n1y
did engoy her presence. ‘And then b La.Dorma Harns and Mrs. Hugh Scott
and Mrs.. Tobbe')-r, for whom my a..dm‘ira.tion is‘ very great. And Mre. Aiken
who had.been the’chai‘rman of the luneﬁeOn foe me this year, and then
Muriel. | |
‘ The cqnversat'ionvyvas. far better tHan ’theA lunch which was nbtg_ :

particule.rly distinguished. Mrs. Eisenhower and I talked about Palm Springs --
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how much Lyndon ‘ha_d liked it, how m‘uch' I hOpg‘d we m1ght come out.
And about the General‘of cour sé. She h#& be‘.en._i:ellin‘g eve‘rybody that
he wa's' g‘doing' §ve11. And éfcoursé h‘er‘ very presénce here atteéted to
that, She said, '"When our beaus", -Q she always uses this expression
aboutilimvs‘bands - "get vto be a certain age,l | they are all we have. " She
was explaining how she stayed ‘with h1m all the time, and ifevlt that she-
coud ’co‘me away for just a few héui‘_s now bécéusq hé was doing better.. _
She havd even fnissed Anne's debut -- her granddaugh;er - in Ne\ﬁ York
4 becausé he had not been well this Spring. And df course in the conversation -
. I pevet . : ' ' _ ‘
she said, "You know/knew who was Democrat and who was Republican, "
"Actually ‘th_a't is fhé way in the Senatve Ladies Red Cross we have all ‘fel‘t. A
It'é been a very special relatio‘nsl‘zip -- one of the étronggst aﬁd the most"
cﬁerished-of my yea‘rs.here. R
| Gladys Johnston asked; "How is Mrs.’ .Nixq‘n 2" And I was glad she ‘
did. She .was a géod preéiding officer in h}er yéars nv'vith fhe Senété ‘Ladies
Red Cross, and it's my lack that I haven't mladev.a speciél effor£ to geAt '
her to c.ome for some of 'théSe luncheofxs iv‘n.my',da»yis‘here.‘ But »e’ve';:'ywh;ere
vpne lookvs,‘} fheré is a iack, a failure, an omission, | We can only t;r'y io fill.
the days as full as you cén and n‘ot worry about the rest.
v One of the big features of thé day was using the new White Hb\isé
" china -- oufs. And of course tf}ere'were nié.n"y conép]‘.ime};;s, ‘or the

remarks may have been said going out the door. ' And then Lynddn dropped -
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in on us, greeted Mrs. Eisenhower most solicitfously, and Muriel.

- ‘And then stopped'by my chair and said a few words to the ladies --

warm affectionate words, I thought them. Anda :épe_cial _i)ne’to 4
Mrs. Eis.enhowef. No byone.has been kinder 01‘7‘ more helpful to me
than Presideﬁt and Mrs. Eisenhower, or more generous Qith their ‘
good wisheé and their prayers, |

._And presently the last of my White House luncheons for the

 Senate Ladies was over, é.nd I said goodbye to Mrs. Eisénhower who

was going to slip out. 'And I went to stand at the door to bid farewell
to each of the guests. And that was a moment of wrenchirg. If this ‘
Spring I have gone through a.great deal of emotion, of saying goodbyes,-

of awareness of a change in our lives, my feelings I think have always

. beeﬁ very well und_ei' control. But this was a moment wrenching. Ifelt

it deeply and came close to showing it.. There were soima.ny nice things
said as the ladies left the foom. And there were tears in a good many
eyes. One esteemed compliment, "I would sure hate to follow in your '

shoes." I relished the last moment of it, and went upstairs-after the last

« guésvt, worked with Ashton, recorded, went to the W est Hall for adrink

and a last visit with Emily and Helen and Cecille. Helen is going out to
spend the night with some other friends here in Washington. And Emﬂy

and Cecille are spending the night here and will le'a.veméafly tomorrow

"morning.
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We went to the bowling lanes and had another hilarious game.

Jim Cam ca.mev‘ over and joined us. Finally we went back qpstai:_:s
~ and had dinner without waiting‘for LYndon» -- Emily .and.‘Cebcille :and’
Dr. Cainand I
And it was aftef ‘1'0::00 when Lyndor_x came and had his dinnef,

and then we both had a rub and »IR‘vas in bed by midnight.




