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~Again with rain, | alas, becausé the gree‘tingvs on the South La;wn
are alWaYs sov colr.;orfulb and dramatic, and I hate to mi?s tlvaern‘.ev_en ;if-Ait '
is jthe 80th .'tim‘e or' whéte.ve'r that _I‘ve pavr‘tici‘pated .in it‘. |

| I worke.d at my desk with Marilyn,v ‘and then at 11:30 LYndén '

and I went dowﬁ ﬁo the North Portico‘ -- the ra.ini still bdribéing‘ - - and
recei;red the Prime Minister of A‘ust'ralia and Mrs. Gori:on." In ‘the inost
surprising apd unorthodox rﬁanger we had'gétten 'to‘know, them t'hév r.iigh‘t
before“, We had been outv;. on the bdé.'t, LYndoﬁ héd gq.tten' the word fhat -
‘their had ra_rri'v.ed a't‘ B_laif House, he sent in a ‘nﬁ.essage, .wi'xy didn't tih.eyb u

joiri us for dinner on the boat. And so in defiance of any prbtoco_l they

‘had.
Beééuse the Harold Holﬁsjhad beenvalr.nost.’our ‘favorit‘é Chiefs of
State -- the most real friéndé;'we had made I thoughf among‘na‘ll our visitors
“from around the WO_rld -- immediately aﬁd inevitablly coméarisons bégan'. .

And yet ‘if thereiis .anyquy who ought Ité know that bc'omparisonvs_ are. not
| tfxe b:e'st .(a.pprba.(:h‘ t::o ju'dgi:ng somebody, it is us. | And sol cquciouély
’ triéd to refra.izﬁ_ il‘rom vc_omparing and jus.t to see svirknply wha]: manner of -
man this néw Prirﬁe Ministér was, ‘He hé.d ‘va rather pixie 160k ;- s‘lim,'
ganglix;g, rather freckled and sand’y‘ha..iréd and thé most e’xtrabyrdinarilyv
pluckish nose -- turned up. |
| I iea(rné.d“later, ahd.:Sb'me\;vhat'a‘bashed, that he had h'é.d_ ‘sb‘me.v

plastic surgery on it as a result of war wounds.
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- Like neérly all of the Austfalians I have inet; ‘he was friendly
“and outgoing, -spdke frankly and was ix;formai. : Bé;foreyth»e day was over
he was calll_ing Lyndon and rz;e both by our ﬁfst names, Eut ’that rare ‘é.nd
genuine warmth. fhat eman#ted fx.;om Harold Holt I did not find, nor the
bubbling exuberance of Salrah.
| Mrs. Gorton'is the only Firét Lé.dy I have ever met Qho had duel
éitizénship iﬁ anoth.er cout;try. Shé,had been born in Americg in Maine
: anci still traveled‘wit'h an An; erican passbo_rt, thoughA she haa beep liviﬁg :
’in Auétralia for over 30 years. 'She loo‘ked .ve,ry young dé_spite her gra& |
hair,> bgt she didn't look very .ﬁappy. |

vWe had the greeting f:ererbony on the stage in‘the East Room. The
: .White’ House Was pé._cked. Everybody. want.s'to meet the A.ustra.lvia'ns‘ And
then the receiving line iq the Blue ‘Room. And it was quickly o‘veri, ana I
Went upstaifs to ‘have coffee with ‘s-ome of the gueéts ‘I had in‘vited' to dinr;éf
-and with wh.om-I wanted ‘to. spend aA little extra time, Iwas usiﬁg the; occasion
'of-av.‘ SrtaA.t‘e“Dinner ohce more to prov‘id‘e a really fntimé‘te, '};appy, to-be-
- remembered occasionv for as many old fx;iends.and interéétiﬂg‘néw peo'pie
| aé I ct‘mld, " And the house was burst.i.ng'. . The Bob Phinr;eys‘, the vClint_ : |
'Mu?r.chisvor;s,v the Cé;rl Phinneys, the .Jack Josve'ys, the B K.b Johnsons, |
Were packed into ali tﬁe rdoms wheré we usuélly have guests. Andvthe ;
Gus Worth_ams' I had put in thé Linc‘_ol_n‘RQo’rn wherg we have h;d only a:

few guests;
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- And then when Lyhden told me that the Cy Vancee were»gc_)izig. to
be in town -- ﬁe's reporting to Lyndon inb fhe rﬁorning -- and that.he' A
‘ wanted_to ask them to spend the 'night, there ﬁas ’nething leftvbut' Luci's
1'001'1'].. ‘ |
1 hacllvasked the Worth.a.'msb and the Joseys and the Benno Schmidts
‘and ghe EdeIarks to linger after the welcoming ceremony and come up to
the Yellow Oval Room. We had coffee, and nearly an hour vof good qulet
K .
conversation. Lyr:\si Wortham has written a book and it is going to be ’
published by the Texas Univer'sity Press. She was full of'excitementlabOu_t
it. The' Jack Jeseys and 1 talked nUni{;_ersity aLnd Libraiy". And u;e Ed
Cla.rks ""HemisFair'". And the Benno Schmidts, our long- ago stay together
\k AN Q€'¢V"
at the Umversu;y in the early '30's -- he's a New York F'rrm'eamﬁsar now
1 gather and interested in Austraha with so meny buSmess ties. I gave
them my loving description of the Yeilow bval Room-and had a guide
standing by who cont.inued on the tour with them -- that is as rrja.ny of the
rooms as are open to view.
Then I hadblunch_on a tray e.nd worked at mf des.k‘ and ha_d a bit
of rest. ;And then it vﬁs time for the next groue.of State Dinner gueets
t_hé.t I had ihvited for tea ;-_the J. R. Taylofs (‘J. Taylor's _c‘hildren), and
J. Waddy_Bullion ‘with his new wife. It's quite a triumphv to get t};em-.
And Mrs, W. T. Wynn from Greenv1lle, M1551ss1pp1. 1 Ialv?*é.ys add

extra warmth when I ha.ve guests from M1551551pp1 or Ala.ba.ma. because
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-1 figufe there are not too many places arouﬁd Washivngton HWhe‘r»e they
gét it. . AndvI think a lot of the sb—called‘V'intellectua.lé and‘wri'ter's have
triéci them out of t_he‘ Unioh, véry unwisely. And her fy;'ierid Mrs. Beltzhoozei‘. ‘
.And A>nn‘ Clark; : | | | |
- We had a vhappy little vi.si£.~ And then when they left Mrs. P'rovervxs'on‘
came, and IAworked for an hour on my speecheé in Arizoné,. I will ‘lea‘we '
in the ﬁbrniﬁg at 6:‘45, ahd I am always bé;ter‘ p.repared‘ when 1 hav.e‘ d'one:.
‘my hbmework. |
And tﬁen an up-hair-do vﬁth Jean L.ouis, and ihto one “of my
prettiest Stavropolous chiffons -- it Would‘rnake a clod feel like a lady.
~ And then t;he tragmatic minutes when we are trying to get Lyndﬁn into a
tux, and both of us down to the;’ North Portico at the precise moment that |
the big .black,limousin(’e' comes rolling up the dr:_ive..
If 1 evier have ulcers, it is these fnéfnents whicfx will be in 'p-art
responsible -- messages come over from the Situatioh Room, vtﬁey‘v 4have ’
to be"» ;ead,} and sometimes acted upoh. Lyndén has t‘he‘phOne to éne éar‘_

Tesser : o
I ever saw. He

whilé Vhfe is buttoning his shirt. He is the fastest
4}.1as needed that facility. »This time the mes.sag‘e was b~ad. We have a
submarine that is ovérdue -=- it may be lo’s‘t -- the éutlook is. grim.. A
little past 8:15, we wefe.down under the Nort;h Poftic_o -- once. more‘

greeting the G%?tqns to the flashing 'of’c‘amera'bulbs, and back up to the |

Yellow Ovalchﬁom where we were joined by the Wallers -~ two of my
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all-time favorites in the Diplomafic Corps. And the Katzenbachs in

Secretary Rusk's absence. And Angie without Robin. And I think both

" ‘the Ed Clarks and the Bill eroks ‘were with us.

v 'There’w‘er.e the usual 'gifts‘. on our par‘.t -- acetron c-:l‘o'cks, é‘ yerméil
qu, a famiiy ﬁhoto. ' And'the.n .%L .coup_lie of unusual ones -- a répliéa of a |
Geor'gé Washington reading lamp for the Pﬁme ‘Minis'ter and a tiny IBM
dictaﬁ)hone that he cap‘préctically carry iﬁ his pockét. And for Mrs.‘

Gorton a specially bound book on Indonesia. We‘ha.d‘ found that she‘_s

" a student of that country.

And then down the stairs to ""Hail to the Chief", and into the
Yellow Room for the receiving line to greét our approxima‘tely 140 guests.
From the Cabinet there were the Fowlers and Marny Clifford --

Clark was having a dinner for the Korea Secretary of Defense. And from -

the Senaté the Ralph Yarboroughs band thél Ffank'Mosse‘s and the Len Jordans,

who we had h_eard were special friends of the Prime Minister. \ We always

look for this sort of thing. 'And Senator John Steﬁnis alone. And iny always

, favorites the Mike Monroneys, And General Earle Whéelef, Chairman -

“of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and his wife. And the Solicitor General with

vM,rs. Griswdld smiling in a wh‘eelcha‘,ir.
From business the Roger Bloughs and George Champions and
Harold Grays.

From vaernment, the Sheldon Cohens and Price>D.aniels. '
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- As my eye ro_\}ed the room I thought of all the éross-currents

here -- the bitter fight bétween Senator Yarborough and Price Daniel,

" the sense :of cha_mgé when Anne ,Leinsdorf came down the line. I had

heard just the day before that she and Erich were getting a divorce.

. The excruciating mixup about inviting the Bob' Phinneys. And then when

it bcame time to ask them to be housé guésts, som e one made the mista;ke
of phoning the Carl Phinneys instead.

| From the staff, ‘theré wereiLiz and Les Carpente'l.r‘ahd Ashton
and John. |

 And from the entertainment world, a rather star-studded group --

" Lucia Chase of the American Ballet Theatre. ‘And handsomeCharlton

- Heston, taller thah_anybody, but easy to find because he was always

surrpuhded by a bevy of press women. The Art Linkletters,

- And two figt_;res'frdm the world of art, and very special friends

- of mine, Mary Lasker and the Joseph Hirshhorns.

From the press there Were the Forrest Boyds and the Max. Frankels- E

~and Frances Lewine. And at last the Barnet Novers.

'A good many of the guests had special ties to Australia, :and as

they went down the lines there were warm greetings and reminiscences

and ""how is sox and so?" Jean Englehard's sister -- Mrs, Rupert Gerai:d --

wds one of thbsé. An,d'also'th\e Benno Schmidts and B. K. Johnsons. .

And of course the line came to a stop when Ed Clark reached us.. And
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Lyndon introduced the Crooks -- the next Ambassador -- in a very warm

fashion; And there was the American brother of Mx_:s_v.:Gortonv, Dr. Arthur

Brown, whom she haci"not seen in 20 years.

When the line was ox}er we vs}ent into the State Dining room for
a \'rer.y goéd dinnei‘,~ toppedboff with éhoco_léte mint batina. -We frequently
name the deseft‘ after even the‘vladybwh'o'm v;re are hono‘r‘ing of some specié.l :
place in our guests' éountry. Ménus went .roux.'xd the _tabl.e,‘ and Prime
Miniétér Gorton signed his to me vﬁtin merﬁdries of a happy dinner and
a qﬁite legibie signature. |

Bess ﬁsua.lly tries t§ plan oﬁr _t'ab_leé witﬁ due regard forj both -
r:é,nk and ﬁeing ihtefesting dinner c0mpaniohs_ - especiélly with.Lyndon.
She ‘searches for somé 6f the most attrac'tive womé’xi.v

- It was a pléasant night, though a serious one.’v'vin Lyhdon's toast.

.he said that ghis vc’m.mtry will rém>ain pé,tient but firm in tﬁevque-.st.for an
hoﬁorable peace. He‘ noted that Cy Vanée was going t§ répdrt to him in
the morning on the pfogreés of ‘txhe Paris talks, | He spolge' of the fact that
the eneﬁ y wére' pouring‘men and suppiiés iﬁto South Viet-Narﬁ at an

unprecedented rate. He said he knew there were some in Asbia and

~elsewhere who are wondering toxegdil tonight Whether the United States

will maintain its commitments in Asia, who are wondering tonight

whether the strains of the struggle would lead us to withdraw, and leave

two-thirds of humanity to its fate without American‘assistancé or
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Americaﬁ support. He could ﬁot,spe'ak for his successor, _but for ourself
the ;.nswei is '-'n.o”.v We will not wi.th‘dravvv‘ until there is an honorable peace.
B F_Thev P‘x:h'h;-iMinistex.; likened Lyndoﬁ's st;md to that Qf_'Prg‘sideﬁt
: Lincoiﬁ; "He said that Au'strali.ans recognize that ‘the? hadv b.ee‘n'.pro'tected,'
and shielded by a greater power -- the United'Sta..tes' -- an’d‘ wivlli therefore
give greatei lead’er'snhipi‘n the future because of thi_‘s. g |
A We had coffee and liqueu.rs. in the Hall and the Red Room and the
Blu¢ Room. And then we went in for one §£ ‘the moét beautiful f-:venings
of ballet I have seen here at the White House. I'introdﬁced itﬁbiiéfly. It
- wés the American Ballet Tﬁeatre doing excerpts from Ré.moﬁda vﬁth.
Luppy Sérano aﬁd Férnandez'. | |
The Gortons lingef,éd n.early an hour after fhe eﬁtértaihment was
over. They seemed really to be en;oying t‘hem selves. ,
' Lyndon and I went upstan's r1ght after they had left -- it must have

been about 12 :40, Of course I was going to leave so early the next morning

for Arizona I did not try to arrange one of our night-cap sessions with guests.

It h,a.d.b.een a plea;sant—sad. evéning -- ivr.xevi‘talv:ovly ‘one remembers the
Holts. This whole incredible Spriﬁg h.a.vs been so full of turmoil. Was there;
ever another to match. At least to the French it seems to bé eaéiﬁg ﬁp.
The..héadlines 'say, ""Solution Near on French C:Irisis”', but I find myse,l?_»
after ’an.initial feeling of comfbrtabie élee rathér ‘relieved aﬁd giad for

them. It is not wise to en_)oy your ne1ghbor s troubles -- those thmgs

.have a way of spreaﬁmg

T o T T TR R T R L L




