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THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

M o n d a y ,  M ay 27, 1968 P a g e  1

A g a in  w i th  r a in ,  a l a s ,  b e c a u s e  the g r e e t in g s  on the  South  L aw n  

a r e  a lw a y s  so  c o lo r f u l  a n d  d r a m a t i c ,  a n d  I h a te  to m i s s  them  e v e n  i f  i t  

i s  the  80th  t im e  o r  w h a te v e r  th a t  I 'v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  i t .  \

I  w o rk e d  a t  m y  d e s k  w ith  M a r i ly n ,  an d  th en  a t  11:30 L y n d o n  

a n d  I  w e n t  dow n to the  N o r th  P o r t i c o  - -  the  r a i n  s t i l l  d r ip p in g  - -  a n d  

r e c e i v e d  the  P r i m e  M in i s t e r  of A u s t r a l i a  a n d  M r s .  G o r to n .  In the  m o s t  

s u r p r i s i n g  a n d  u n o r th o d o x  m a n n e r  w e h a d  g o t te n  to know th em  th e  n ig h t  

b e f o r e .  We h a d  b e e n  ou t on the  b o a t ,  L yndon  h a d  g o tten  the  w o r d  th a t  

■ th e y  h a d  a r r i v e d  a t  B l a i r  H o u se ,  he  s e n t  in  a  m e s s a g e ,  w hy d id n ' t  th ey  

 ̂ jo in  u s  f o r  d in n e r  on the  b o a t .  And so  in  d e f ia n c e  of an y  p r o to c o l  th e y

h a d .

B e c a u s e  the  H a r o ld  H o lts  h a d  b e e n  a l m o s t  o u r  f a v o r i t e  C h ie fs  o f  

S ta te  - -  the  m o s t  r e a l  f r i e n d s  w e h a d  m a d e  I  though t a m o n g  a l l  o u r  v i s i t o r s  

f r o m  a r o u n d  the w o r ld  - -  im m e d ia te ly  a n d  in e v i ta b ly  c o m p a r i s o n s  b e g a n .  

A nd y e t  i f  t h e r e  i s  an y b o d y  w ho ought to know th a t  c o m p a r i s o n s  a r e  not 

the  b e s t  a p p r o a c h  to ju d g in g  so m eb o d y ,  i t  is  u s .  And so  I  c o n s c io u s ly  

t r i e d  to  r e f r a i n  f r o m  c o m p a r in g  a n d  ju s t  to s e e  s im p ly  w h a t  m a n n e r  of 

m a n  th is  new  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  w a s .  He h a d  a  r a t h e r  p ix ie  lo o k  - -  s l im ,  

g an g lin g ,  r a t h e r  f r e c k l e d  a n d  s a n d y  h a i r e d  an d  the m o s t  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  

p lu c k is h  n o se  - -  t u r n e d  up.

V' ‘ I  l e a r n e d  l a t e r ,  a n d  so m e w h a t  a b a s h e d ,  th a t  he h a d  h a d  so m e

p la s t i c  s u r g e r y  on i t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of w a r  w ounds.



L ik e  n e a r l y  a l l  of the  A u s t r a l i a n s  I h av e  m e t ,  he  w a s  f r i e n d ly  

a n d  o u tg o ing , sp o k e  f r a n k ly  a n d  w as  in f o r m a l .  B e fo re  the  d ay  w a s  o v e r  

h e  w a s  c a l l in g  L yndon  an d  m e  b o th  b y  o u r  f i r s t  n a m e s .  B ut th a t  r a r e  a n d  

g e n u in e  w a r m t h  th a t  e m a n a te d  f r o m  H a r o ld  H o lt  I d id  no t f ind , n o r  the  

b u b b lin g  e x u b e r a n c e  of S a ra h .

M r s .  G o r to n  i s  the  on ly  F i r s t  L a d y  I h av e  e v e r  m e t  who h a d  d u e l  

C i t iz e n s h ip  in  a n o th e r  c o u n t ry .  She h a d  b e e n  b o r n  in  A m e r i c a  in  M ain e  

a n d  s t i l l  t r a v e l e d  w ith  a n  A m e r i c a n  p a s s p o r t ,  though she  h a d  b e e n  l iv in g  

in  A u s t r a l i a  fo r  o v e r  30 y e a r s .  She lo o k ed  v e r y  young d e s p i te  h e r  g r a y  

h a i r ,  b u t  she  d id n ’t lo o k  v e r y  h appy .

We h a d  the g r e e t in g  c e r e m o n y  on the  s ta g e  in  th e  E a s t  R o o m . T h e  

W h i te  H o u se  w a s  p a c k e d .  E v e ry b o d y  w a n ts  to m e e t  the  A u s t r a l i a n s .  A nd  

th e n  th e  r e c e iv in g  l in e  in  th e  B lue  R o o m . A nd i t  w a s  q u ic k ly  o v e r ,  a n d  I 

w e n t  u p s t a i r s  to h a v e  co ffee  w i th  so m e  of the g u e s ts  I h a d  in v i te d  to d in n e r  

a n d  w i th  w hom  I  w a n te d  to  s p e n d  a  l i t t l e  e x t r a  t im e ,  I  w as  u s in g  the  o c c a s io n  

of a  S ta te  D in n e r  once  m o r e  to p ro v id e  a  r e a l l y  in t im a te ,  h a p p y ,  t o - b e -  

r e m e m b e r e d  o c c a s io n  f o r  a s  m a n y  o ld  f r i e n d s  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  new  p e o p le  

a s  I  c o u ld .  A nd th e  h o u s e  w a s  b u r s t i n g .  T he Bob P h in n e y s ,  th e  C l in t  

M u r c h i s o n s ,  th e  C a r l  P h in n e y s ,  the  J a c k  J o s e y s ,  the  B. K. J o h n s o n s ,  

w e r e  p a c k e d  in to  a l l  the r o o m s  w h e r e  we u s u a l ly  h av e  g u e s t s .  A nd the 

G us  W o r th a m s  I  h a d  p u t  in  the L in c o ln  R oom  w h e r e  w e h av e  h a d  on ly  a  

few  g u e s t s .
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A nd th en  w h e n  L yndon  to ld  m e  th a t  the  C y V a n ce s  w e r e  go ing  to 

be  in  tow n - -  h e ‘s r e p o r t i n g  to L yndon  in  the  m o rn in g  - -  a n d  th a t  he 

w a n te d  to a s k  th e m  to sp en d  the  n ig h t ,  th e r e  w a s  no th ing  le f t  b u t  L u c i ' s  

r o o m .

I h a d  a s k e d  the W o r th a m s  an d  the J o s e y s  an d  the B enno  S c h m id ts  

a n d  the E d  G la r k s  to l in g e r  a f t e r  the w e lc o m in g  c e r e m o n y  a n d  c o m e  u p  to  

the  Y e llo w  O v a l R o o m . We h a d  c o ffee ,  a n d  n e a r ly  a n  h o u r  of good  q u ie t  

c o n v e r s a t io n .  L yndo  W o rth a m  h a s  w r i t t e n  a  book , a n d  i t  is  g o in g  to be 

p u b l i s h e d  by  the  T e x a s  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s .  She w a s  fu l l  o f e x c i t e m e n t  a b o u t  

i t .  T h e  J a c k  J o s e y s  an d  I  ta lk e d  " U n iv e r s i t y  an d  L i b r a r y " .  A nd the  E d  

C l a r k s  " H e m i s F a i r " .  A nd the  B enno  S c h m id ts ,  o u r  lo n g -a g o  s t a y  to g e th e r
p \ K  rt-K

a t  the  U n iv e r s i t y  in  the  e a r l y  *30's - -  h e ' s  a  New Y o rk  F im ieii-Sean: now 

I g a t h e r  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  in  A u s t r a l i a  w ith  so  m a n y  b u s in e s s  t i e s .  I  gave  

th e m  m y  lo v ing  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  Y e llow  O va l R oom  a n d  h ad  a  guide 

s ta n d in g  b y  w ho c o n t in u e d  on th e  to u r  w ith  them  - -  th a t  i s  a s  m a n y  of the  

r o o m s  a s  a r e  op en  to  v iew .

T h e n  I  h a d  lu n c h  on a  t r a y  a n d  w o rk e d  a t  m y  d e s k  a n d  h a d  a  b i t  

of r e s t .  A nd th e n  i t  w a s  t im e  f o r  the n e x t  g ro u p  of S ta te  D in n e r  g u e s t s  

th a t  I  h a d  in v i te d  fo r  te a  - -  the  J .  R . T a y l o r s  (J . T a y l o r ' s  c h i ld r e n ) ,  a n d  

J .  W addy B u ll io n  w ith  h is  new  w ife . I t ' s  q u i te  a  t r i u m p h  to g e t  th e m .

A nd M r s .  W. T .  W ynn f r o m  G r e e n v i l l e ,  M i s s i s s ip p i .  I  a lw a y s  a d d  

e x t r a  w a r m th  w h en  I h a v e  g u e s t s  f ro m  M is s i s s i p p i  o r  A la b a m a  b e c a u s e
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I  f ig u r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  too m a n y  p la c e s  a r o u n d  W ash ing ton  w h e r e  th ey  

g e t  i t .  And I th in k  a  lo t  of the s o - c a l l e d  in te l l e c tu a l s  an d  w r i t e r s  h a v e  

t r i e d  th e m  out of th e  U nion , v e r y  u n w is e ly .  A nd  h e r  f r i e n d  M r s .  B e l t z h o o z e r .  

A nd  A nn  C l a r k .

yie  h a d  a h a p p y  l i t t l e  v i s i t .  A nd th e n  w hen  th e y  le f t  M r s .  P r o v e n s o n  

c a m e ,  an d  I w o r k e d  fo r  a n  h o u r  on  m y  s p e e c h e s  in  A r iz o n a .  I  w i l l  l e a v e  

in  the  m o r n in g  a t  6 :45 , a n d  I a m  a lw a y s  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  w hen  I  h av e  done 

m y  h o m e w o rk .

A nd  th en  a n  u p - h a i r - d o  w ith  J e a n  L o u is ,  a n d  in to  one o f  m y  

p r e t t i e s t  S ta v ro p o lo u s  ch if fo n s  - -  i t  w ou ld  m a k e  a  c lo d  f e e l  l ik e  a  lad y .

A nd  th e n  the  t r a u m a t i c  m in u te s  w h en  w e a r e  t ry in g  to ge t L yndon  in to  a  

tux , a n d  b o th  o f  u s  down to the  N o r th  P o r t i c o  a t  th e  p r e c i s e  m o m e n t  th a t  

the  b ig  b la c k  l im o u s in e  c o m e s  r o l l in g  up  the d r iv e .

If I  e v e r  h a v e  u l c e r s ,  i t  i s  th e s e  m o m e n ts  w h ich  w i l l  b e  in  p a r t  

r e s p o n s ib l e  - -  m e s s a g e s  c o m e  o v e r  f r o m  the  S itu a t io n  R o o m , th ey  h av e  

to  b e  r e a d ,  a n d  s o m e t im e s  a c te d  upon . L yn d o n  h a s  the phone  to one e a r  

w h ile  h e  i s  b u t to n in g  h i s  s h i r t .  He is  the  f a s t e s t  i  e v e r  saw . He

h a s  n e e d e d  th a t  f a c i l i ty .  T h is  t im e  the  m e s s a g e  w a s  b ad . We h av e  a  

s u b m a r in e  th a t  is  o v e rd u e  - -  i t  m a y  be  l o s t  - -  the  o u tlo o k  i s  g r im .  A 

l i t t l e  p a s t  8 :15, w e w e r e  down u n d e r  the  N o r th  P o r t i c o  - -  o n ce  m o r e  

V: g r e e t in g  the  G ^ t o n s  to  the f la s h in g  of c a m e r a  b u lb s ,  a n d  b a c k  up to the

Y e llo w  O v a l  R oom  w h e r e  w e w e r e  jo in e d  by  the W a l le r s  - -  two of m y
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a l l - t i m e  f a v o r i t e s  in  the  D ip lo m a tic  C o r p s .  And the K a tz e n b a c h s  in  

S e c r e t a r y  R u s k ’s a b s e n c e .  A nd A ngie  w ith o u t  R o b in .  And I  th in k  b o th  

the  E d  C l a r k s  a n d  the  B i l l  C ro o k s  w e r e  w i th  u s .

T h e r e  w e r e  the u s u a l  g if ts  on o u r  p a r t  - -  a c e t r o n  c lo c k s ,  a  v e r m e i l  

box , a  f a m i ly  p h o to . And th en  a  co u p le  of u n u s u a l  o n es  a  r e p l i c a  of a  

G e o rg e  W ash in g to n  r e a d in g  la m p  f o r  the P r i m e  M in i s t e r  a n d  a  t in y  IB M  

d ic ta p h o n e  th a t  h e  c an  p r a c t i c a l l y  c a r r y  in  h is  p o c k e t .  A n d  f o r  M r s .

G o r to n  a  s p e c i a l l y  b o u n d  b o o k  on In d o n e s ia .  We h a d  found th a t  s h e ’s 

a  s tu d e n t  of th a t  c o u n t ry .

A nd  th e n  dow n the  s t a i r s  to  ’’H a i l  to the  C h ie f" ,  a n d  in to  the 

Y e llo w  R oom  f o r  the  r e c e iv in g  l in e  to  g r e e t  o u r  a p p r o x im a te ly  140 g u e s t s .

F r o m  th e  C a b in e t  t h e r e  w e r e  the F o w le r s  a n d  M a rn y  C l i f f o rd  

C l a r k  w a s  h a v in g  a  d in n e r  f o r  the  K o r e a  S e c r e t a r y  of D e fe n se .  And f r o m  

the  S e n a te  the  R a lp h  Y a rb o ro u g h s  a n d  the  F r a n k  M o s s e s  a n d  the L e n  J o r d a n s ,  

w ho  w e h a d  h e a r d  w e r e  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s  of the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .  We a lw a y s  

lo o k  f o r  th is  s o r t  o f  th ing . A nd S e n a to r  John  S ten n is  a lo n e .  A nd m y  a lw a y s  

f a v o r i t e s  the  M ike  M o n ro n e y s .  A nd  G e n e r a l  E a r l e  W h ee le r ,  C h a i r m a n  

of the J o in t  C h ie fs  of S taff a n d  h is  w ife .  And the  S o l ic i to r  G e n e r a l  w ith  

M r s .  G r i s w o ld  s m i l in g  in  a  w h e e lc h a i r .

F r o m  b u s i n e s s  the  R o g e r  B loughs  an d  G e o rg e  C h a m p io n s  a n d  

H a r o ld  G r a y s .

F r o m  G o v e rn m e n t ,  the S he ldon  C o h en s  and  P r i c e  D a n ie l s .
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A s m y  eye  ro v e d  the ro o m  I though t of a l l  the  c r o s s - c u r r e n t s  

h e r e  - -  the  b i t t e r  f ig h t b e tw e e n  S e n a to r  Y a rb o ro u g h  a n d  P r i c e  D a n ie l ,

’ the  s e n s e  of c h a n g e  w h en  A nne L e in s d o r f  c a m e  down the l in e .  I  h a d  

h e a r d  j u s t  th e  d ay  b e f o r e  th a t  sh e  a n d  E r i c h  w e r e  g e tt in g  a  d iv o r c e .

T h e  e x c r u c i a t i n g  m ix u p  a b o u t  in v i t in g  the  Bob P h in n e y s .  A nd  th e n  w h en  

i t  c a m e  t im e  to a s k  th em  to b e  h o u s e  g u e s t s ,  so m  e one m a d e  the m is ta k e  

o f  phon ing  the  C a r l  P h in n e y s  in s te a d .

F r o m  the  s ta f f ,  t h e r e  w e r e  L iz  a n d  L e s  C a r p e n t e r  a n d  A sh to n  

a n d  Jo h n ,

A nd f r o m  the e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w o r ld ,  a  r a t h e r  s t a r - s t u d d e d  g ro u p  - -  

L u c ia  C h a s e  of the  A m e r i c a n  B a l l e t  T h e a t r e .  A nd h a n d so m e  C h a r l to n  

H e s to n ,  t a l l e r  th a n  an y b o d y , b u t  e a s y  to f in d  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a lw a y s  

s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  b e v y  of p r e s s  w o m e n .  T h e  A r t  L i n k l e t t e r s ,

A nd two f ig u r e s  f r o m  the  w o r ld  of a r t ,  a n d  v e r y  s p e c ia l  f r i e n d s  

: o f  m in e ,  M a r y  L a s k e r  a n d  the  J o s e p h  H i r s h h o r n s .

F ro m  the  p r e s s  t h e r e  w e r e  th e  F o r r e s t  B oyds  a n d  the  M ax  F r a n k e l s -  

a n d  F r a n c e s  L e w in e .  A n d  a t  l a s t  the  B a r n e t  N o v e r s ,

A good  m a n y  of th e  g u e s t s  h a d  s p e c ia l  t i e s  to A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  a s  

th e y  w e n t  down the  l in e s  t h e r e  w e r e  w a r m  g r e e t in g s  a n d  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  

a n d  "how  is  so x  a n d  s o ? ” J e a n  E n g l e h a r d ' s  s i s t e r  - -  M r s ,  R u p e r t  G e r a r d  - -  

w a s  one  of th o s e .  And a l s o  the  B enno  S c h m id ts  a n d  B . K. J o h n s o n s .

A nd  of c o u r s e  the l in e  c a m e  to a  s to p  w hen  E d  C l a r k  r e a c h e d  u s .  A nd
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L y n d o n  in t r o d u c e d  the C ro o k s  - -  the  n e x t  A m b a s s a d o r  - -  in  a  v e r y  w a r m

f a s h io n .  A nd  th e r e  w a s  the  A m e r i c a n  b r o t h e r  of M r s .  G o r to n ,  D r .  A r th u r

B ro w n , w hom  sh e  h a d  n o t  s e e n  in  20 y e a r s .

W hen  the  l in e  w a s  o v e r  w e w en t in to  the S ta te  D in ing  ro o m  fo r

a  v e r y  good d in n e r ,  to p p ed  off w ith  c h o c o la te  m in t  b a t in a .  We f r e q u e n t ly

n a m e  the  d e s e r t  a f t e r  e v en  th e  la d y  w hom  w e a r e  h o n o r in g  ofi s o m e  s p e c i a l

p la c e  in  o u r  g u e s t s '  c o u n t ry .  M en u s  w en t r o u n d  the  ta b le ,  a n d  P r i m e

M i n i s t e r  G o r to n  s ig n e d  h is  to  m e  w ith  m e m o r i e s  of a  h a p p y  d in n e r  a n d

a  q u i te  l e g ib le  s ig n a t u r e .

B e s s  u s u a l l y  t r i e s  to p la n  o u r  t a b le s  w ith  due r e g a r d  fo r  b o th

r a n k  a n d  b e in g  i n t e r e s t i n g  d in n e r  c o m p a n io n s  - -  e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  L yndon .

She s e a r c h e s  f o r  s o m e  of the m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e  w o m en .

I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  n igh t, though  a  s e r i o u s  one. In L y n d o n 's  t o a s t

he  s a id  th a t  th is  c o u n t r y  w i l l  r e m a i n  p a t ie n t  b u t  f i r m  in  the  q u e s t  fo r  a n

h o n o r a b le  p e a c e .  He n o te d  th a t  Gy V an ce  w a s  going to r e p o r t  to h im  in

the m o r n in g  on the  p r o g r e s s  of the  P a r i s  t a lk s .  He sp o k e  of the f a c t  th a t

the  e n e m y  w e r e  p o u r in g  m e n  a n d  s u p p l ie s  in to  South  V ie t -N a m  a t  a n

u n p r e c e d e n te d  r a t e .  He s a id  he  knew  th e r e  w e r e  s o m e  in  A s ia  a n d

e l s e w h e r e  who a r e  w o n d e r in g  to n ig h t  w h e th e r  the  U n ite d  S ta te s

w i l l  m a in ta in  i t s  c o m m i tm e n t s  in  A s ia ,  who a r e  w o n d e r in g  to n ig h t

w h e th e r  the  s t r a i n s  of the s t r u g g le  w ou ld  le a d  u s  to w i th d ra w ,  a n d  le a v e  

tw o - th i r d s  of h u m a n i ty  to i t s  fa te  w ith o u t  A m e r i c a n  a s s i s t a n c e  o r
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A m e r i c a n  s u p p o r t .  He c o u ld  no t s p e a k  f o r  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  b u t  f o r  o u r s e l f

the  a n s w e r  i s  ” n o " .  We w i l l  n o t  w i th d ra w  u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a n  h o n o r a b le  p e a c e .

' T h e  P r im e  M in i s t e r  l ik e n e d  L y n d o n 's  s ta n d  to  th a t  of P r e s i d e n t

L in c o ln .  He s a id  th a t  A u s t r a l i a n s  r e c o g n iz e  th a t  th ey  h a d  b e e n  p r o t e c t e d

a n d  s h ie ld e d  b y  a  g r e a t e r  p o w e r  - -  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  a n d  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e

g ive  g r e a t e r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  th e  fu tu r e  b e c a u s e  of th i s .

We h a d  co ffee  a n d  l i q u e u r s  in  the  H a l l  a n d  the R e d  R o o m  a n d  the

B lu e  R o o m ,  And th en  w e w e n t  in  f o r  one of the m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  e v e n in g s

o f  b a l l e t  I  h a v e  s e e n  h e r e  a t  the  W hite  H o u se ,  I  in t r o d u c e d  i t  b r i e f l y .  I t

w a s  the  A m e r i c a n  B a l le t  T h e a t r e  do ing  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  R a m o n d a  w ith

L u p p y  S e ra n o  an d  F e r n a n d e z .

T h e  G o r to n s  l i n g e r e d  n e a r l y  a n  h o u r  a f t e r  the  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w a s

o v e r .  T h e y  s e e m e d  r e a l l y  to be  en jo y in g  th e m s e lv e s .

L y n d o n  euid I w e n t  u p s t a i r s  r ig h t  a f t e r  th ey  h a d  l e f t  - - i t  m u s t  h a v e

b e e n  a b o u t  12:40, Of c o u r s e  I w a s  going  to  le a v e  so  e a r l y  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g

f o r  A r iz o n a  I  d id  n o t t r y  to a r r a n g e  one of o u r  n ig h t - c a p  s e s s i o n s  w i th  g u e s t s .

I t  h a d  b e e n  a  p l e a s a n t - s a d  e v e n in g  - -  in e v i ta b ly  one r e m e m b e r s  the

H o l ts .  T h i s  w h o le  i n c r e d ib l e  S p r in g  h a s  b e e n  so  fu l l  of t u r m o i l .  W as th e r e

e v e r  a n o th e r  to  m a t c h .  A t l e a s t  to  the  F r e n c h  i t  s e e m s  to  b e  e a s in g  up .

T h e  h e a d l in e s  say ,  "S o lu tio n  N e a r  on F r e n c h  C r i s i s " ,  b u t  I  f in d  m y s e l f

a f t e r  an  i n i t i a l  f e e l in g  of c o m f o r ta b le  g lee  r a t h e r  r e l i e v e d  a n d  g lad  f o r

th e m .  It  i s  n o t  w is e  to e n jo y  y o u r  n e ig h b o r 's  t r o u b le s  - -  th o se  th in g s  

h a v e  a  w a y  of sp re a i l in g .
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