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THE W HITE HOUSE

It h ad  b e e n  a  s h o r t  n ig h t .  T h e  phone j a r r e d  m e  aw ak e  fronn a  d e ep  

s l e e p .  I t  w a s  L y n d o n  sa y in g  b r i e f l y ,  t e r s e l y ,  ’’W ill  you co m e  in  h e r e ? ”

I r e s e n t f u l l y  d id  n o t  s e e  how  i t  co u ld  be  m o r n i n g .  I w a s  too  t i r e d .  And 

s u r e  e n o u g h ,  I saw  w ith  a m a z e m e n t  th a t  the  h a n d s  of the  c lo c k  s a id  4:2C .

H e w a s  p ro p p e d  u p  a g a in s t  th e  p i l lo w s  in  h is  r o o m ,  lo o k in g  a s  th o u g h  

he h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  to  s l e e p ,  an d  a l l  of th e  TV s e t s  w e r e  o n .  A . W .  w a s  s i t t in g  

in  th e  c h a i r  by  h i m .  T h e y  w e r e  l i s t e n in g  in te n t ly ,  and  I r e a l i z e d  a t  once  

s o m e th in g  w a s  h a p p e n in g .  I a m  no t s u r e  w h e th e r  I h e a r d  i t  f i r s t  f r o m  th e  

TV s e t  o r  f r o m  L y n d o n .  S e n a to r  K en n ed y  h a d  b e e n  s h o t .  A ll  t h r e e  f a c e s  

of th e  TV s e t s  w e r e  g o in g ,  bu t i t  w a s  t o ta l  c o n fu s io n .  He h a d  b e e n  a t  h i s  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  w ith  E th e l  c e l e b r a t i n g  th e  v i c t o r y  in  the  C a l i f o r n ia  p r i m a r i e s  .

A nd e v e r y  few  m in u te s  the  v o tin g  w ou ld  c o m e  o n .  I t  w as  s o m e th in g  l ik e  

44 o r  45 p e r c e n t  f o r  K e n n ed y  an d  41 o r  42 fo r  M c C a r th y .

T h e  w ho le  th in g  h a d  t a k e n  p la c e  u n d e r  th e  eye  of the  t e l e v i s i o n  c a m e r a ,  

an d  we saw  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  f i lm  of th e  sh o o tin g  i t s e l f  an d  h e a r d  th e  l ig h t  c r a c k  

of th e  g u n .  We saw  h im  ly in g  on th e  f l o o r ,  and  a pool of b lo o d  u n d e r  h i s  h e a d ,  

a n d  h e a r d  th a t  he h a d  gone to  one h o s p i ta l  a n d  b r i e f l y  t r e a t e d  a n d  d i s p a t c h e d  

to  a n o th e r  - -  th e  G ood S a m a r i t a n .

L y n d o n  a s k e d  m e  to g e t  s o m e  c o f f e e .  I w en t  to  th e  k i tc h e n  n o t  k n o w in g  w h e re  |
• ' - I

co ffee  o r  a  co ffee  pot w as  an d  s e a r c h e d  u n t i l  I found s o m e  in s t a n t  S anka  a n d
i

put the  k e t t le  on  an d  got ou t t e a  a n d  c r e a m  a n d  s u g a r ,  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  to o k  a l t r a y  | 

b a c k .  L y n d o n  lo o k e d  a t  m e  a n d  s m i l e d  s l ig h t ly .  H e s a id ,  " W e l l ,  you  h a d  |

b e t t e r  s t a r t  l e a r n in g  how to  co o k  a l l  o v e r y a g a in . "
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T h e r e  w a s  an  a i r  of u n r e a l i t y  ab o u t  the  w hole  th in g  - - a  n ig h tm a r e  q u a l i ty .  

It  c o u ld n 't  b e .  You d r e a m e d  i t .  I t  h ad  h a p p e n e d  b e f o r e .

A nd  th e n  e v e r y  few  m i n u t e s ,  t h e r e  w ould  c o m e  on the  s c r e e n  a s m i l in g  

fa c e  of S e n a to r  K en n ed y  t a s t i n g  th e  w ine  of v i c t o r y ,  m a k in g  l i t t l e  jo k e s  w i th  

E th e l  by  h i s  s i d e .  A nd  th e n  w e w ou ld  go th ro u g h  th e  w ho le  th in g  o v e r  a g a i n .

L y n d o n  w a s  u s in g  th e  te le p h o n e  a lm o s t  a t  th e  f i r s t  m o m e n t  I w en t i n  it 

s e e m e d .  He w a s  c a l l in g  s o m e o n e  a b o u t  p u t t in g  a  g u a r d  - -  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  - -

on  a l l  th e  c a n d id a t e s .  A nd he  w a s  l i s t i n g  th e m  off: K e n n ed y  a n d  M c C a r th y  and
7

H u m p h r e y  an d  N ix o n  and  R o c k e f e l l e r  a n d  S t a s s e n ,  an d  w h a t a b o u t  G r e g o r y .

T h a t  s e e m e d  to  be  a  q u e s t i o n .  If t h e r e  w e r e n ’t  enough  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  t h e y  

c o u ld  b o r r o w  f r o m  th e  F B I  o r  f r o m  th e  M a r i n e s .  B ut g e t  th e m  - -  a s s i g n  t h e m .  

A t 5 :3 0 ,  he  w a s  c a l l in g  R a m s e y  C l a r k .

V e r y  e a r l y  in  th e  m o r n in g  - -  I don*t know j u s t  w h en , I th in k  i t  w a s  a ro u n d  

7 : CO - -  S e n a to r  M a n s f ie ld  c a m e  i n .  I go t  h im  so m e  c o f f e e .  A . W .  l e f t .  S e n a to r  

M a n s f ie ld  h a d  a  s t a r i n g  lo o k  in  h is  e y e s . He s a id ,  "W hat i s  h a p p e n in g  to  o u r  

C o u n try ? * '  Q u a l i ty  of b e in g  a  s l e e p  w a lk e r  in  a  d r e a m  p e r s i s t e d .  L y n d o n  w as  

fu n c t io n in g .  H e w a s  ta lk in g  to  M a n s f ie ld  ab o u t how th e y  co u ld  g e t  the  l e g i s l a t i o n  

m o v in g  on a  G un L a w ,  an d  ab o u t how to  p r o t e c t  the  c a n d id a t e s ;  how  to  c a r r y  

t h e s e  th in g s  th ro u g h  the  m a z e  of l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .  A nd  a b o u t  how  a n d  w h e th e r  

we c o u ld  g e t  a n y  f u r t h e r  a c t io n  on a  c r i m e  B i l l .

H e c a l l e d  S e n a to r  D i r k s e n  and  S e n a to r  A ik e n  a b o u t  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o b l e m .  

T h e  t h r e e  f a c e s  of th e  t e l e v i s io n  k ep t  r e p e a t in g  th e  h id w u s  s t o r y  t h a t  the  

S e n a to r  w a s  g o ing  in  f o r  b r a i n  s u r g e r y .  I t  h ad  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  th a t  t h e  b u l le t
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had  lo d g e d  s o m e w h e r e  b e h in d  the  e a r .  It a l l  m e l t s  in to  a  m o n ta g e ,  a n d  I
f j O  ‘

d o ^ e m e m b e r  t i m e s  e x a c t ly .

J i m  J o n e s  c a m e  in .  A nd  D e V ie r  P i e r s o n .  T h e y  h a n d e d  L y n d o n  m e m o  

s h e e t s  of lo n g  p ie c e s  of p a p e r  f r o m  th e  t i c k e r .  O c c a s io n a l ly  h e  p a s s e d  th e m  

on to  m e ,  an d  w a s  g iv in g  th e m  in s t r u c t io n s  an d  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  u s in g  the  

te le p h o n e  .

A t one p o in t  I w en t b a c k  in  m y  ro o m  and  t r i e d  to  s l e e p  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  . But 

i t  w a s  h o p e l e s s ,  a n d  a f t e r  ab o u t a n  h o u r  I r e t u r n e d  to  L,yndon*s r o o m .  A nd  

a l l  th e  t im e  th e  t h r e e - f a c e d  t e l e v i s io n  s e t  w en t o n .  T h e  S e n a to r  w a s  i n  s u r g e r y .  

I t  w ou ld  be 45 m i n u t e s .  D o c to r s  w e r e  i n te r v ie w e d ,  an d  m e n  in  th e  s t r e e t s .

S o m e w h e re  e a r l y  in  th e  m o r n in g  A . W . h ad  s a id ,  ' ‘T h e y  h a d  b e t t e r  s t a r t  

w a tc h in g  th a t  R e s u r r e c t i o n  C ity  c o m e  d a y l ig h t . "

F i n a l l y  I b e g a n  to  r e l a t e  th i s  w ho le  h id e o u s  u n r e a l i t y  to  m y  ow n d a y .  It  

w a s  c l e a r  th a t  n o th in g  w a s  the  s a m e ,  a n d  th a t /w e r e  in  a  s o r t  o f  a  s t a t e  o f  

s u s p ic io n  w a i t in g  fo r  th e  h a n d  of f a t e .

L izK  c a m e  in  - -  th e  w ho le  s t o r y  w r i t t e n  on h e r  f a c e ,  a n d  s a id ,  "Y ou  h ad  

b e t t e r  c a n c e l ,  don*t you th in k ,  th a t  3:3C a p p o in tm e n t? "  Y e s ,  a s  so o n  a s  peop le  

w e r e  in  t h e i r  o f f i c e s .  T h e n  w e w ou ld  ta k e  a lo o k  a t  t o m o r r o w ’s a w a r d  c e r e m o n y  

an d  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  m e e t in g  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r .  A lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  w e w o u ld  b e  c a n c e l l in g  

th o s e  t o o .

A ro u n d  9:C0, I c a l l e d  A sh to n  a n d  a s k e d  h e r  to  c a n c e l  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  w ith  

M r s .  R o g e r s  a n d  the  a r t i s t s  th i s  m o r n i n g .



MEMORANDUM

r
THE W HITE HOUSE

W A S H I N G T O N

W e d n e s d a y ,  Ju n e  5,  1968 P a g e  4

A nd so t h e r e  s t r e t c h e d  in  f r o n t  of m e  a  lo n g  e m p ty  d a y .  I w a s  t i r e d .  

E v e r y b o d y  w a s  t i r e d  f r o m  the n e w s .

L i z  a n d  I t r i e d  to  p u t  t o g e th e r  a w i r e  fo r  M r s .  R o se  K en n ed y  a n d  on e  

fo r  E t h e l ,

E y n d o n  h a d  b e e n  a b le  to  do one th in g  to  h e l p .  He m a d e  a  p la n e  a v a i l a b le  

to  c a r r y  s o m e  m e m b e r s  of the  f a m i ly  - -  t h r e e  of th e  c h i ld r e n  I th in k  - -  and  

I b e l ie v e  l a t e r  t h e r e  w as  one fo r  a  K en n ed y  f a m i ly  D o c t o r .

A bou t 1C:2C I w en t u p s t a i r s  an d  h ad  a  cu p  of co ffee  w ith  o u r  fo u r  h o u s e
ĵC'cU

g u e s t s  - -  th e  B i l l  Kxxassd3 s an d  the  Jo h n  B en  S h e p h e r d s .  A nd  we d e l i b e r a t e l y  

put a s id e  fo r  a  few  m in u te s  th e  t r a g e d y  th a t  g r ip p e d  e v e r y b o d y  a n d  t a l k e d  abou t 

th e  l i t t l e  p a r k  in  T e x a s ,  th e  e x h ib i t s ,  -44»e L a w r e n c e  R o c k e f e l l e r ' s  h e l p .

A nd  th e n  I w en t b a c k  to  m y  d e s k  an d  s ig n e d  e n u n a e ra b le  l e t t e r s  a n d  a  lo t  

of th e  id io t  w o r k ,  a s  I c a l l  i t .  T h a t  i s ,  a u to g ra p h in g  p i c t u r e s .  A nd  M a r i ly n  

s h a k e s  h e r  s w e e t  l i t t l e  h e a d  a t  m e  an d  s a y s ,  ’’B u t i t  m a k e s  p e o p le  h a p p y . ”

L u c i  c a l l e d  a n d  w as  c r y i n g .  She h a d  no t  b e e n  a s l e e p  a t  a l l .  I h a d  le f t  

w  o r d  w i th  th e  k i tc h e n  th a t  I w a n te d  to  know w hen  L y n d a  w a k e n e d .  I w e n t  in to  

h  e r  r o o m  an d  h e r  f i r s t  th o u g h t w a s  of E th e l  a n d  the  b a b y  she  w a s  g o in g  to  have  

an d  o f a l l  th e  o th e r  c h i l d r e n .  She s a i d ,  " M o th e r ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y th in g  w e  c an  

do fo r  th e m ? * ’ And I to ld  h e r  ab o u t h e r  D addy  sen d in g  the  p l a n e .

T h e  45 m in u te s  h a d  le n g th e n e d  in to  h o u r s  . I b e l ie v e  in  a l l  i t  w a s  4 h o u r s .  

T h e  d a y  m e l t e d  in to  a  m o n ta g e  —  w o r k  a t  the  d e s k ,  a  few  h u s h e d  te le p h o n e  

c a l l s .  E v e ry b o d y  w i th  s t r i c k e n e d  f a c e s .  T h e  a i r  of u n r e a l t y ,  t h i s  can * t  be 

h a p p e n in g .  A nd  u n d e r n e a th  th i s  d e e p  r a c k in g  so b  - -  m y  C o u n t r y ,  m y  C o u n t ry ,
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r e m e m b e r i n g  M a r t in  L u th e r  King j u s t  two m o n th s  ago to d a y ,  an d  P r e s i d e n t  

K e n n e d y .  A nd  th e n  a h id e o u s  s t o r y  in  th e  p a p e r  ab o u t two M a r i n e s  b e in g  sho t 

in  a  G e o rg e to w n  ca fe  b y  s o m e  N e g r o e s  - -  so m e  of th e  p o o r  m a r c h e r s .

L y n d o n  h a d  gone to  h is  o ff ice  fo r  a n  11:00 m e e t in g ,  a n d  d id  n o t  c o m e  b a c k  

fo r  l u n c h .  I th in k  he  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  it  in  th e  R o se  G a r d e n  in  th e  m id d le  of the 

a f t e r n o o n .  And v e r y  l a t e  in  the  a f t e r n o o n ,  he  c a m e  o v e r  f o r  w h a t  h o p e fu l ly  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  n a p  bu t j u s t  tu r n e d  ou t to be  te le p h o n e  c a l l s ,  a n d  b a c k  to 

h is  o ff ice  a t  6 : CO.

A b o u t 6 :3C , I to o k  a  l i t t l e  b r e a k  and w e n t  ou t on th e  T r u m a n  b a lc o n y  w ith  

L y n d a ,  an d  we ta lk e d  of the  d ay  an d  of h e r  fu tu re  and  of f in d in g  a  n u r s e  and  

C huck*s l e t t e r s . A nd w e f e l t  id ly  s e l f - c o n s c io u s  th a t  we w e r e  so  c l e a r l y  

v i s ib le  f r o m  th e  ro o f  of the  W ash in g to n  H o te l  - -  th e  d in in g  t e r r a c e .  N o t  th a t  

I m y s e l f  e v e r  f e e l  an y  f e a r  a t  a l l .  I t  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  f o r e ig n  y e t  fo r  m e  , o r  ev en  

r e a l l y  fo r  L y n d o n .  B ut m a y b e  n e i th e r  of the  K en n ed y s  f e l t  i t  e i t h e r .

A l i t t l e  p a s t  7 :00  I w e n t  o v e r  to  the bow ling  l a n e s  an d  h a d  two q u ic k  g a m e s  . 

V e r y  p o o r  s c o r e s .  A nd th e n  b a c k  u p s t a i r s  to  r e c o r d  an d  w a i t  f o r  L y n d o n 's  

s p e e c h .

I h a d  to ld  th e  k i tc h e n  th a t  d in n e r  m ig h t  be  d r e a d f u l ly  l a t e  a n d  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  

h a v e  s ta f f  w i th  h i m .

C h ie f  D unn c a m e  ab o u t 9:00 a n d  gave m e  a  m a s s a g e .

A nd th e n  a t  10 :07 , L yn d o n  c a m e  o n .  W hat a  day  i t  h a d  b e e n  f o r  h i m .

He m u s t  h a v e  h a d  a t  m o s t  2 h o u r s  of s l e e p  l a s t  n ig h t .  He d id  lo o k  t i r e d ,  bu t 

s t r o n g ,  c o m m a n d in g ,  an d  so m e h o w  r e a s s u r i n g .  A ll  d a y l o n g  I h a d  h e a r d  th i s
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c a c o p h o n y  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  - -  the  r e a c t i o n s  of p eo p le  q u e s t io n e d .  W h a t i s  o u r  

C o u n t ry  c o m in g  to ?  W hat i s  h a p p e n in g  to  u s  ? A re  w e a  s i c k  s o c i e t y ?

In f a c t  a t  one  p o in t  w h en  I h a d  l i s t e n e d  to  A r th u r  S c h le s in g e r  g iv in g  a 

g ra d u a t io n  s p e e c h  s o m e w h e r e ,  I  h a d  f e l t  l ik e  s p i t t in g  on h i m .  A nd so  I 

w e lc o m e d  i t  w h en  L y n d o n  s a id y  a f t e r  a  c o n d e m n a t io n  of th i s

a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a t t e m p t  on S e n a to r  K e n n ed y  an d  of the  s p i r i t  of v io le n c e  th a t  

m a d e  s u c h  th in g s  p o s s ib le  th a t  ^ 2 0 0  m i l l i o n  peo p le  d id  no t s h o o t  S e n a t o r  K en n ed y .  

We h a v e  to c l in g  to  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  f a b r i c  of the  A m e r i c a n  p e o p le  i s  s t i l l  g ood , 

th a t  it*s no t the  fau lt  of e v e r y  l a s t  one  of th e  2 00 m i l l i o n  of u s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

enough  v i r t u e  a n d  c o u r a g e  an d  d i s c ip l in e  an d  h a r d  w o r k  in  A m e r i c a n s  to  so lve  

o u r  p r o b l e m s .

It  w a s  n o t  a  long  s p e e c h ,  bu t I w as  p ro u d  of i t .

A nd  a few  m in u te s  l a t e r  B ro o k e  A s t o r  caU «d  m e ,  v e r y  m o v e d ,  a n d  p r a i s e d  

i t  w ith  w o r d s  l ik e  i t  m a d e  h e r  p ro u d  to  be  a n  A m e r i c a n  a n d  sh e  w a s  g la d  tos&Ess: 

h e  w as  o u r  l e a d e r  .

A nd  th e n  Ju n e  W hite  c a l l e d  to  t e l l  m e  an d  h im  th a t  sh e  h a d  l ik e d  i t  v e r y  

m u c h .

I h a d  b e e n  ru n n in g  th e  in te l l ig e n c e  b e tw e e n  L y n d o n 's  o ff ice  a n d  th e  k i tc h e n  - -  j 

a  s o r t  of a n  e d u c a te d  g u e s s  a s  to  w h e n  he -WMjak w ou ld  be  o v e r  f o r  d in n e r  .

F i n a l l y  a b o u t  1C;3 0 L ^ a v e  u p  a n d  h a d  m y  d in n e r  on  a  t r a y  in  th e  r o o m .  L y n d a  

c a m e  in  a n d  t a l k e d . We lo o k e d  a t  a n  in t e r m in a b le  lo n g  TV p r o g r a m  - -  a n  h o u r  

I th in k  - -  a  s u m m a r y  o f  th i s  d re a d f u l  d a y .

A nd  th e n  i t  w a s  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  1:00 w hen  we h e a r d  th e  t h r e e  r i n g s ,  a n d  h e  

c a m e  in  w ith  J o e  C a l i fa n o  a n d  H a r r y  M c P h e r s o n ,  L a r r y  T e m p le  a n d  J i m  J o n e s

MEMORANDUM
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an d  G e o rg e  C h r i s t i a n .  And th e y  a l l  s a t  down and  w oofed  a  good  d in n e r  w h ile  

L y n d a  a n d  I s a t  w ith  th e m  in  o u r  r o b e s .  E v e n  s o ,  d in n e r  w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  w ith  

c o n s ta n t  te le p h o n e  c a l l s .  T h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w as  a b o u t  how  to  g e t  t h r o u g h  th e  

G un B i l l ,  th e  c h a n c e s  f o r  a n y  c r i m e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  an d  th e n  a  r e p o r t  f r o m  the  

S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  th a t  S e n a to r  K en n ed y  w a s  s in k in g  an d  i t  w ou ld  be  a  m a t t e r  of 

h o u r s  - -  p e r h a p s  f iv e .

I t  w a s  a b o u t  2:0G w hen  a l l  of th e  s ta f f  le f t  a n d  we s a id  g o o d n ig h t  a t  th e  

e l e v a t o r .  A nd a t  the  en d  o f  an  a lm o s t  2 4 -h o u r  d a y  fo r  L y n d o n  - -  22 fo r  m e  - -  

w e f in a l ly  w e n t  to  b e d .


