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S a tu r d a y , June 8 th , w a s  a d ay  fo r  m e  c o m p le te ly  d e ta ch ed  fr o m  the  

n o r m a l ,  a  c a p s u le  o f  t im e  su sp e n d e d  in  u n r e a lity  - -  th e  b u r ia l o f S en a to r  

B o b b y  K e n n e d y .

W e w e r e  up e a r ly  - -  about 7 :3 0  - -  and r e a d  th e  p a p e r s  w h ich  w e r e  

d r e n c h e d  w ith  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  the s t o r y .  7 0 , 000 f i le d  p a s t  K enn ed y*s b i e r .

T he c h ild r e n  w e r e  n o t go in g  w ith  u s  to N ew  Y o r k . T h e y  h a v e  not  

r e c e iv e d  an  in v ita t io n  to  S t .  P a t r ic k s ,  and I th ou gh t at the h e ig h t  o f p r e su m p tio n  

to  ta k e  th e m . A nd ju s t  a s  w e ll  b e c a u s e  I did not w ant L ynda e s p e c ia l ly  to  be 

e x p o s e d  to  a n y  m o r e  g r ie f  and p a in  than  n e c e s s a r y .

^  So w e le f t  about 8 :2 C .from  th e  W hite H o u se  la w n  in  th e  c h o p p e r , and  th en

fr o m  A n d re w s in  a s m a ll  j e t .  L yndon  and M a r ie  - -  a lw a y s  a c o m fo r t  - -  and  

J o e  C a lifa n o  and J im  J o n e s  and I .

N e w  Y o rk  w a s  a s tr a n g e  s ig h t .  T h e s t r e e t s  w e r e  l in e d  w ith  p e o p le  w ho  

s to o d  s i le n t ,  m o t io n le s s .  F o r  th r e e  d ays the t e le v is io n  had b e e n  in v o k in g  the  

p h r a se  " lik e a G r e e k  t r a g e d y " . A nd in d e e d  th e r e  w a s  m u ch  o f a  g x s s  G r e e k  

p la y  ab ou t t h i s .

T h e s e  c r o w d s  - -  th e  v o i c e l e s s  c h o r u s .

W e w e r e  e s c o r t e d  in to  S t . P a tr ic k s  - -  th at m a g n if ic e n t  s e t t in g  - -  e q u a l  

to  a n y  s o r r o w  o r  an y  j o y .  And I knew  th a t a l l  a rou n d  u s ,  in  th e  2 3 0 0 , th e r e  

w a s a  g r e a t  o u tp o u r in g  fr o m  the G o v e r n m e n t, fr o m  the e n te r ta in m e n t  w o r ld  - -  

 ̂ the fa m o u s  and  the s im p le  - -  G o v e rn o r  R o c k e fe lle r  and M ayor L in d s e y ,  m o s t

o f th e  C a b in e t, a q u oru m  o f the S en a te  p r o b a b ly , and m a n y  m e m b e r s  o f th e  

H o u s e . i
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B ut I d id  n ot lo o k  to r ig h t or  l e f t .  B a r e ly  the o n ly  fa c e  I sa w  w a s  

P ie r r e  S a lin g e r  w ho m e t  u s and le d  u s  down t h e ^ s l e .  H e lo o k e d  a b s o lu te ly  

s t r ic k e n e d .

A s  w e a p p r o a c h e d  the d a rk , sh in y  c o ffin  c o v e r e d  w ith  a  f la g  w ith  t a l l  

c a n d le s  a t e a c h  s id e ,  L yn d on  p a u se d  b r ie f ly  and so  d id  I , and th e n  tu r n e d  

to  th e le f t  and to o k  th e  s e a t s  that w e r e  show n  to u s  in  th e fro n t r o w .

J o e  C a lifa n o  s a t  b e s id e  m e .  He had  b e e n  M c N a m a r a 's  r ig h t  h an d  m a n  

b e fo r e  L yn d on  in h e r ite d  h im , and had h an d led  th e th in g s  th e  P r e s id e n c y  

w a s  a b le  to  do fo r  th e K en n ed y  fa m ily  in  th is  tr a g e d y  — m a k in g  p la n e s  a v a ila b le  

for  d o c to r s  and f a m ily ,  h e lp e d  w ith  the W hite H o u se  sw itc h b o a r d .

I had n o t ic e d  ju s t  a s  w e m o v e d  in to  ou r s e a t s  that the c o n g r e g a t io n  s i le n t ly  

and w ith o u t s ig n a l h ad  r i s e n .  A nd th en  w h en  w e h ad  b e e n  in  fo r  o n ly  a  fe w  

s e c o n d s ,  it  w a s  L yn d on  w ho lo o k e d  o v e r  tb the le f t  and sa w  M r s .  J a c q u e lin e  

K en n ed y  in  b la c k  and v a i l e d ,  w ith  h e r  tw o c h ild r e n , e n te r in g .  A nd  h e  s w if t ly  

r o s e ,  and so  d id  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .

She p a s s e d  in  fro n t o f u s  and sa t  in  a fro n t row  s e a t  on th e  r ig h t h an d  s id e  

w ith  a l l  th e  n u m e r o u s  K en n ed y  f a m ily .

S o n ieh o w  it  s e e m e d ,  E th e l and h er  c h ild r e n  s lip p e d  in  m o r e  q u ie t ly  to  the  

fro n t s e a t  on th e  r ig h t  s id e .

W e had  a sk e d  th at good  C a th o lic ,  J o e  C a lifa n o , how  lo n g  th e  s e r v i c e  w ould  

b e .  H e had  sh a k e n  h is  h ea d  and s a id ,  "About Z h o u r s ,  I e x p e c t ."  It w a s  not 

r e a l ly  th a t lo n g .  B ut it  w a s  a c e r e m o n y  o f s ta g g e r in g  d ra m a  an d  b e a u ty .
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T h e w h o le  a lta r  a r e a  o f  the ch u ch  f i l le d  w ith  h ig h  o f f ic ia ls  o f  the  

C a th o lic  c h u r c h  in  th e ir  v a r y in g  sh a d e s  o f r e d  - -  th e d eep  p u rp le  r e d  and  th e  

b r ig h t  o r a n g e  r e d .  C a r d in a l C u sh in g  on  h is  th ro n e  - -  th e  m o s t  c o m m a n d in g  

f ig u r e  th e r e  I th o u g h t. A nd T e r r e n c e  C o o k e , the n ew  A r c h b is h o p . A r c h b ish o p  

0 * B o y le ,  w ho h ad  h e lp e d  to p r e s id e  at L u ci*s w e d d in g .

O ne o f th e m o s t  b ea u tifu l m o m e n ts  w a s w h en  8 c h ild r e n  o f  th e  K en n ed y  

fa m ily  - -  th e g ir l s  d r e s s e d  in  e ith e r  w h ite  or n a v y , th e ir  lo n g  b lon d  h a ir  caught 

b a c k  w ith  r ib b o n s  anditianging down th e ir  b a ck s  -■< and the l i t t l e  b o y s  in  d a r k  

s u it s  - -  w en t w a lk in g  up in  p a ir s ,  c a r r y in g  to  th e  a lta r  an o f f e r t o r y .  A n d  at  

the sa m e  t im e ,  on th e l e f t ,  an o r c h e s t r a  o f  v io l in s  w a s  p la y in g  a b e a u tifu l  

m e lo d y  -  - I do not know  w h a t. I co u ld  s e e  o n ly  the b a ck  o f  th e  d ir e c t o r ,  w h ich  

w a s  in  i t s e l f  a s tu d y  - -  anal e x p r e s s io n  o f th e u tm o st  o f p a s s io n ,  o f to r m e n t  

and ta le n t  - -  a m a g n if ic e n t  l i t t l e  p ie c e  in  th is  w h o le  m o s a ic .  It daw ned  o n  m e  

th a t th is  m u s t  b e L e o n a r d  B e r n s t e in .  L a te r  in  the p a p e r s  I sa w  th at it  w a s  .

T h e r e  w a s  on e lo n e  m ik e  sta n d in g  in  fro n t o f a ll  th e  ro b ed  p r ie s t s  a n d  

a r c h b is h o p s , and  to  it  w en t S en a to r  T ed d y  K enn ed y and d e l iv e r e d  a  m o s t  

b e a u tifu l e u lo g y  o f h is  b r o th e r .  H e w a s  s tr o n g  and c o m p o s e d , th ou gh  h is  

e y e s  w e r e  r e d - r im m e d .  A nd p a rt w a y  th ro u g h  h is  v o ic e  b eg a n  to  q u a v e r , but 

th e n  c a m e  u n d e r  c o n tr o l andasaB&s^ en d ed  c a lm ly .  He a sk e d  th a t h is  b r o th e r  

be r e m e m b e r e d  s im p ly  a s  a good  and d e c e n t m a n , w ho sa w  w r o n g  and t r i e d  to  

r ig h t i t ,  sa w  s u ffe r in g  and tr ie d  to h e a l i t ,  sa w  w a r  and t r ie d  to  s to p  i t .

H e q u oted  one l in e  fr o m  h is  b r o th e r  th a t w a s  s h e e r  p o e tr y , .  ’’S o m e m e n  

s e e  th in g s  a s  th e y  a r e  and s a y  w h y . I d rea m  th in g s  th at n e v e r  w e r e  and s a y  

w h y  n o t . ”

MEMORANDUM
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I su p p o se  th is  i s  the s tr a in  th a t h a s  c a u se d  s o m e  o f  the c o lu m n is t s  to  u se  

th e  w o rd  " kelt"  o v e r  and o v e r .

I w a s  a w a r e  o f  S e c r e ta r y  R u sk  b eh in d  m e ,  and th e  b le a k  f a c e s  o f D o r o th y  

and A rth u r  G o ld b e r g . A nd d u rin g  th e co m m u n io n  w ith  a ll  of the K en n ed y  fa m ily  

g o in g  up  f i r s t ,  and th en  la t e r  the p u b lic ,  I sa w  S en a to r  M c C a r th y .

A lw a y s  you  w e r e  a w a r e  o f the f la g -d r a p e d  c o ff in  in  the m id d le  o f  th e /^ s le  

w ith  i t s  in c r e d ib le  b u r d e n . T h is  h a s  b e e n  the m o s t  sh o c k in g , th e  m o s t  

u n b e lie v a b le ,  e v e n t  «iBiik"in th e  N a tio n ’s l i f e  a s  I h a v e  s h a r e d  i t .  H e ig h te n e d ,  

m a d e  a l l  the m o r e s o ,  b y  P r e s id e n t  K en n ed y ’s a s s a s s in a t io n  n e a r ly  f iv e  y e a r s  

a g o .

A r c h b ish o p  T e r r e n c e  C ooke had m a d e  a s tr o n g , good  s p e e c h  I th o u g h t .

H e had  q u oted  L y n d o n ’s r e m a r k  about 2 00 m il l io n  p eo p le  d id  n o t k i l l  S e n a to r  

K en n ed y , and  h e w en t on to  s a y  th at the a c t  o f one m an  m u s t  not d e m o r a l iz e  

and in c a p a c ita te  2 0 0  m il l io n  o th e r s  . F o r  to  p e r m it  th is  to  h ap p en  w o u ld  be  

to  fa i l  u t t e r ly  to  g r a s p  th e  m e s s a g e  o f hope and o p t im is m  in  S e n a to r  K e n n ed y ’s 

l i f e  .

A nd th e n  a t  l a s t  it  w a s  o v e r .

O ne o f the C a th o lic  d ig n ita r ie s  ca m e and le a n e d  o v e r  to  t e l l  L yn d on  that 

he sh o u ld  le a v e  f i r s t .

S en a to r  T ed  K en n ed y  c a m e  o v e r  and put out h is  h a n d , and  th e y  ex c h a n g e d  

a fe w  w o r d s .  And. I s im p ly  g r a s p e d  h is  h a n d .

A nd th en  w e w a lk ed  to  the r ig h t p a s t  th e  fro n t row  w h e r e  a l l  o f  th e  K ennedy  

fa m ily  w a s  s e a te d  and  sto p p ed  to sp e a k  f i r s t  to E th e l, w h o se  fa c e  w a s  b e a u tifu l,



THE WHITE HOUSE
^ W A S H I N G T O N

S a tu r d a y , June 8 , 1968 P a g e  5

s a d , c o m p o s e d . A nd sh e  sa id  v e r y  s im p ly ,  ‘'You h a v e  b e e n  so  kind" to  

L y n d o n . W e sp o k e  to  s e v e r a l  o f the c h ild r e n  and th en  to M r s .  R o s e  K e n n ed y .

A nd th en  I found m y s e l f  in  fro n t o f  M rs.. J a c q u e lin e  K e n n ed y . I c a l le d  

h er  n a m e and put out m y  h a n d . I h a r d ly  know how  to  d e s c r ib e  th e n e x t  few  

m o m e n ts  o f t im e .  She lo o k e d  at m e  a s  though  fr o m  a g r e a t  d is ta n c e  a s  though  

I w e r e  an a b e r r a t io n .  I f e lt  e x tr e m e  h o s t i l i t y .  W as i t  b e c a u s e  I w a s  a l iv e  ?

A t la s t  w ith o u t a f l i c k e r  of e x p r e s s io n ,  sh e  e x ten d ed  h e r  hand v e r y  s l ig h t ly ,

1 to o k  it  w ith  s o m e  m u r m u r e d  w o rd  o f so r r o w  and w a lk ed  o n  q u ic k ly . It w a s  

so m e h o w  s h o c k in g . N e v e r  in  any c o n ta c t  w ith  h e r  b e fo r e  had  I e x p e r ie n c e d  

t h i s .

W e g o t in to  th e  c a r  s i le n t ly ,  and m a d e  our w a y  am on g  th e  c r o w d s  th a t w e r e  

s t i l l  s i le n ^ b u t  now  o c c a s io n a l ly  a  hand w en t up  in  g r e e t in g  o r  th e r e  w a s  a s lig h t  

s m i le ,  and w en t b a c k  to  th e  p la n e  w h e r e  M a r ie  w a s  w a it in g . She had  n o t  gone  

to the c h u r c h . A nd w e had lu n ch  on the p lan e g o in g  b a c k , and  r e a c h e d  th e  

W hite H o u se  a l i t t l e  b e fo r e  1:00 - -  w h ich  m ad e fo r  a lo n g  a f te r n o o n . T h e  

fu n e r a l w a s  su p p o se d  to  be so m e w h e r e  in  the n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f  4 :3 0 .

I r e a d  th e  p a p er  and th en  w en t to  s l e e p ,  a sk in g  th a t I be w a k ed  a t 4 :0 0 .  

W hen I go t u p , I found that th e r e  w o u ld  be a d e la y  o f h o u r s .  T h e t r a in  

c a r r y in g  S e n a to r  K ennedy*s body  and 6 0 0  or  so  o f th e  m o u r n e r s  w a s  a t  l e a s t

2 h o u r s  l a t e ,

S o m eh o w  I co u ld  n o t b r in g  m y s e ll^  to  w o r k . T h e r e  w a s  so  m u c h  to  be

d o n e ----so  m u c h  p ile d  up on m y  d e s k  and in  m y  l i t t le  s it t in g  r o o m  o f f ic e  that

r e q u ir e s  c o n c e n tr a t io n  and th e b e s t  th in k in g  I can  g iv e  i t .  A nd y e t  h u n g  in  th is

MEMORANDUM

(
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in te r v a l o f t im e  b e tw e e n  the fu n e r a l c e r e m o n y  and the b u r ia l w ith  e v e r y o n e  

in  a s o r t  o f an  e m o tio n a l t r a n c e ,  I co u ld  not d e ta ch  m y s e l f  and w o r k .

A nd so  I g a v e  up. and ju s t  ta lk e d  to  JLuci and JLynda and H e le n e  L in d o w  

and lo o k e d  a t TV  e n d le s s ly  - -  th e  tr a in  p lo w in g  on  and o n . A nd  th e r e  w e r e  

a w fu l th in g s  h a p p e n in g .

T w o o f the m o u r n e r s  sta n d in g  b y  th e  tr a c k  w a tch in g  th e t r a in  w e r e  

su d d en ly  p lo w ed  dow n and k il le d  b y  a n o th er  t r a in .  A nd on e you n g  m an  w ho  

w a s  on s o m e  h ig h  v a n ta g e  p o in t had  r e a c h e d  up and to u ch ed  a h o t w ir e  an d  

had  b e e n  b a d ly  b u r n e d . A nd th e r e  w e r e  r e r u n s  o v e r  and o v e r  o f  S e n a to r  

K e n n e d y 's  e u lo g y  o f h is  d ead  b r o th e r  in  th e  C a th e d r a l, R e r u n s  in  fa c t  o f  

e v e r y th in g  - - c o n s ta n t  c o v e r a g e  by a l l  th r e e  n e tw o rk s  w ith  th e  c o m m e n ta to r s  

h a v in g  a h a rd  t im e  to  ta lk  a s  the h o u r s  w o r e  o n .

T h e r e  w a s  one b r e a k , I go t the m e s s a g e  th at A n g ie  D uke h ad  c a l l e d .  H e  

had P r in c e s s  G r a c e  and h e r  b r o th e r .  C ould  he b r in g  th e m  by fo r  t e a .  I sa id  

y e s .  It tu rn ed  out to  be R o b in .

A nd so  th e  fou r o f  u s  s a t  in  th e Y e llo w  O val R oom  fo r  n e a r ly  an h ou r  

a f te r  5 :3 0 , A nd th e b r e a k  w a s v e r y  w e lc o m e , She*s p r e t ty , g e n t le ,  v e r y

m u ch  a la d y  - -  P r in c e s s  G r a c e .  H er  b r o th e r  h a s  a p p a r e n tly  in h e r ite d  h is
' -j . . . ■ • , • ^

fa th er* s  p o l it ic a l  in t e r e s t s  w  a lo n g  w ith  h is  b u s in e s s ,

L u c i c a m e  in  and b r ig h te n e d  up  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n .  A nd in  a l l  the sh a d o w s  

/ w e r e  a b it  l i f t e d .

W hen th e y  l e f t ,  w e lo o k e d  at T V , p la y e d  a l i t t l e  b r id g e  - -  L u c i ,  L y n d a ,  

H e le n e  ajid I ,  A nd a l i t t l e  p a s t  7 :0 0 , L yndon  ca m e in  w ith  B i l ly  G r a h a m , w ho
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had b e e n  in  th e o f f i c e .  B i l ly  G rah am  i s  our h o u se  g u e s t  w ith  G r a d y  W ils o n ,  

one o f  h is  a s s i s t a n t s .  O d d ly , it  w a s  I w ho had b e e n  th in k in g  I w ou ld  c a l l  h im  

and a s k  h im  to  c o m e  and s e e  u s .  H e i s  good  fo r  L yn d on . T h e y  l ik e  e a c h  o th e r ,  

and i t  h a s  b e e n  a lo n g  t im e  s in c e  h e*s v i s i t e d  u s  .

W e had  d in n er  - -  ju s t  the fa m ily  - -  L y n d a , L u c i ,  D r .  G r a h a m , G r a d y  

"W ilson, and L yn d on  and I .

A nd f in a lly  a t about 8 :45  it  w a s  t im e  to  go to  U n ion  S ta tio n  - -  L yn d o n  and I 

and J im  J o n e s  and J o e  C a lifa n o  - -  to  m e e t  the K en n ed y  tr a in  a r r iv in g  f r o m  

N ew  Y o r k , and  to  jo in  the fu n e r a l c o r te g e  to A r lin g to n  C e m e t e r y .

A s  I w a lk e d  in to  the g r e a t  v a u lte d  c o n c o u r s e  o f  U n ion  S ta t io n , I th o u g h t  

o f th e  la s t  t im e  I h ad  b e e n  in  th e r e  a s  p a r t of a fu n e r a l .  It w a s  th e  S ta te  fu n era l 

o f G e n e r a l M a c A r th u r , .  A nd fo r  a w h ile  I had s to o d  by B ob b y  K e n n e d y .

T h e tr a in s  w e r e  not y e t  in .  W e sa w  H u b ert and M u r ie l and  a sk e d  th e m  

to  c o m e  and s i t  in  th e c a r  w ith  u s .  H u b er t, the e v e r  e b u ll ie n t ,  lo o k e d  fo r  on ce  

d r a in e d  and  e m p ty . H e s a id ,  " E r ic  S e v a r e id  s u r e  had  it  r ig h t  fo r  o n c e ."

H e s a id ,  ’’W h o ev er  g e ts  the D e m o c r a t ic  n o m in a tio n , i t  w i l l  b e  a t a r n is h e d  

s h i e l d . ”

A nd th a t i s  in d e e d  th e  m o o d  o f th e s e  w h o le  fou r  d a y s .  F o r  so m e  r e a s o n ,  

m o r e  e m o tio n a l than  r a t io n a l .  It s e e m s  to  m e  th is  w h o le  tr a g e d y  tu r n s  th e  

N a tio n  to w a r d  the R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty .

O ne good  th in g  th ou gh  did h ap pen  - -  one th in g  on t h e  s id e  o f la w  an d  o r d e r ,  

and so m e h o w  m a d e  m o r e  d r a m a t ic  b e c a u s e  i t  h ap p en ed  a t th is  t im e  th e  

a c c u s e d  s la y e r  o f M a rtin  L u th er  K ing w a s  s e iz e d  a t L on d on  A ir p o r t ,  J a m e s
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E a r l Rej^. A nd so m e h o w  th e e v e n t s e e m e d  to s a y ,  " th is g o v e r n m e n t w i l l  not 

be m o c k e d ."

M u r ie l lo o k e d  v e r y  p r e t ty .  She had found that h e r  s tr e n g th  w a s  r e tu r n in g  

s lo w ly  th ou gh  w h en  sh e  had  b e e n  a c t iv e  fo r  tw o or  th r e e  d a y s . S h e  f e l t  su d d en ly  

d e p le te d .

T h e r e  w a s  a f lu r r y  w h en  so m e o n e  c a m e  to  L yndon  and s a id ,  " C a rd in a l 

C u sh in g  h ad  an a tta c k  on the t r a in ,  and th e y  n e e d e d  to  g e t  h im  a  d o c t o r .  C ould  

th e y  h a v e  a p la n e  to f ly  h im  r ig h t  s tr a ig h t  b a c k ? "  L yn d on  s a id  y e s .  H a v e  

th e  p la n e  s ta n d in g  b y , h a v e  a d o c to r  w ith  h im  - -  h is  ow n d o c to r  - -  a n y  good  

^ one - -  g iv e  h im  e v e r y  h e lp  p o s s ib l e .

I W e sa w  th e  S p ea k er  in  the c r o w d , and he c a m e  o v e r  and s a t  in  th e  c a r

w ith  u s  and ta lk e d ,  M r s .  M c C o r m a c k  i s  not d o in g  w e ll  h e  s a id .

A nd th e n  w e  got th e  s ig n a l ,  and q u ic k ly  w e got out o f the c a r  . A nd a s  I 

m a d e m y  w a y  th ro u g h  th e q row d  to  s ta n d  b y  L y n d o n , su d d en ly  th e r e  th e y  w e r e  

p a s s in g  — a l l  th e  fa m ily  in  b la c k , s i l e n t .  A ll the l i t t l e  c h ild r e n  and th e n  the  

c o f f in .  W e fo llo w e d  s e v e r a l  c a r s  beh in d  the c o f f in , and d r o v e  th e  a p p o in ted  

ro u te  p a s t  th e  C a p ito l and th e  S en a te  O ffic e  B u ild in g  and the D e p a r tm e n t  of 

J u s t ic e  w h e r e  th e r e  w a s  a  b r ie f  s to p , I th in k  to  p ic k u p  R a m s e y  C la r k ,  A nd  

p a s t  th e  L in c o ln  M e m o r ia l .

T h e r e  w e r e  c r o w d s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  and a la r g e r  on e h e r e  - -  m a n y  fr o m  

 ̂ R e s u r r e c t io n  C ity .  A nd h e r e  w e p a u se d  w h ile  a c h o ir  s a n g , a s  w e  w e r e  to ld .

I c o u ld  n o t h e a r  .
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A s  in  N ew  Y o rk , th e  cro w d  w a s s tr a n g e ly  s i le n t  and im m o b ile .  S o m e  

o f  th e m  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  sta n d in g  th e r e  fo r  h o u r s  b e c a u s e  th is  had  b een  

e x p e c te d  to tak e  p la c e  about 4 :3 0 . And now  it  w a s  9:00 and a f t e r .

O ne c u r io u s ly  to u ch in g  th in g  th at c a r r ie d  i t s  ow n m e s s a g e ,  e v e r y  n ow  

and th en  in  the cro w d  you  w o u ld  s e e  a s m a ll  l ig h t .  S o m e t im e s  it  w a s  j u s t '  

a l i t  m a tc h , a c ig a r e t t e  l ig h t e r ,  th a t th e  p e r s o n  w a s  h o ld in g  u p . S o m e t im e s  

a r o l le d  up b it  of n e w sp a p e r  th a t had  b e e n  s e t  a f ir e  , And th en  s o m e t im e s  a  

c a n d le .

A fte r  w e  c r o s s e d  M e m o r ia l B r id g e  and b eg a n  our a s c e n t  up  th e  h il l  in to  

A r lin g to n  C e m e te r y ,  th e  g lo w  o f the c a n d le s  w a s  m o r e  fr e q u e n t .  I th in k  h e r e  

in s id e  th e  c e m e te r y  p eo p le  c a m e  b y  in v ita t io n .

I had  r e a d  th a t M r s  . P a u l M e lo n  had  s e le c t e d  the g r a v e s i t e .  It w a s  a  

g e n t ly  s lo p in g  m ou n d  w ith  tw o  lo v e ly  m a g n o lia  S ia lan g ian a  t r e e s  sh a d in g  i t  

r ig h t  c lo s e  to  P r e s id e n t  K en n ed y ’s to m b ,

L yn d on  and J o e  and I w a lk ed  up the h i l l ,  b eh in d  the fa m ily ,  w ho took  

th e ir  p la c e s  a lo n g  th e  s id e  and a t the foo t o f the c a s k e t  in  a g r o u p , and w e  w e r e  

a l i t t l e  b e h in d .

E a r l ie r  in  th e  m o r n in g , J o e  C a lifa n o  had c o m e  to L yn d on  and  s a id ,  ’*When 

th e y  ta k e  the f la g  fr o m  th e  c a s k e t ,  th e y  w ant you  to  p r e s e n t  i t  to  M rs  . K e n n e d y . 

A nd Lyndonac had  s a id ,  "Do you  know  i f  the fa m ily  w an ts m e to  do th is ?  1*11 

be g la d  to  do i t ,  b u t I w ant you  to  m ak e su r e  th at th is  i s  w hat th e  fa m ily  w a n ts  

J o e  had  s a id ,  " Y e s , S ir ,  w e  h a v e  a sk e d  th em  th r e e  t im e s ."
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It w a s  a b r ie f  c e r e m o n y , and th en  the p a l lb e a r e r s ,  l e d  b y  John  G len n  

w ho w a s  a t one en d , b eg a n  r o l l in g  up the f la g  in  th a t p r e c i s e  m i l i t a r y  m a n n e r .  

A nd th en  John  G len n  g a v e  i t  to  S en a to r  T ed d y  K enn ed y w ho c a r r ie d  it  to  E th e l.  

A nd th is  w a s  a s  i t  sh o u ld  b e .

E th e l and th e  c h ild r e n  w en t u p  and k n e lt  and k is s e d  th e  c o f f in ,  and so  did  

h is  s i s t e r s .  A nd th en  a s tr e a m  o f young K en n ed ys , q u ic k ly , no t e a r s ,  no  

o u t c r ie s .  A nd th en  M rs  . J a c q u e lin e  K en n ed y , a lo n e , fo llo w e d  b y  h er  tw o  

c h ild r e n , k n e lt  and k is s e d  i t .  T h e c h ild r e n  put f lo r a l  o f f e r in g s ,  and th e n  E th e l  

and th e  c h ild r e n  b e g a n  to  k n e e l ,  and so  d id  w e .

W hen sh e  r o s e ,  w e s a id  g o o d b y e . T h e r e  i s  n oth in g  to  s a y  to  h e r  e x c e p t  

how  b r a v e  sh e  i s  and how  w o n d er fu l a l l  th e  c h ild r e n  lo o k e d . S e v e r a l  o f  th em  

had  p a r t ic ip a te d  a s  a lta r  b o y s  . S om e o f the l i t t l e  g ir l s  h ad  c a r r ie d  u p  an  

o f f e r a to r y .  S e v e r a l  o f th e  o ld e r  b o y s  had  s to o d  a s  h on or g u a rd s  b e s id e  the  

c a s k e t .  Y oung J o e  K e n n ed y , lo o k in g  so  m u ch  lik e  h is  f a th e r .  B ut it  to o k  y ou r  

b r e a th  to  su d d e n ly  s e e  h im .

A nd th en  w e w a lk ed  a h ea d  dow n the s lo p e  . W e had so m e h o w  g o tte n  the  

m e s s a g e  th a t the fa m ily  w an ted  to  l in g e r  a lo n e .

T h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  w h ite  m o o n  r id in g  h ig h  in  th e  sk y  - - a  b e a u tifu l n ig h t . 

T h is  i s  th e  o n ly  n igh t fu n e r a l I e v e r  r e m e m b e r .  B ut then  th is  i s  the o n ly  t im e  

in  th e  l i f e  o f our co u n try  - -  an in c r e d ib le , u n b e lie v a b le ,  and  w r e n c h in g

t im e  .

........  i
A s w e  d r o v e  b a c k , I n o t ic e d  w e w e r e  not c r o s s in g  M em oraad B r id g e .

I a s k e d  about i t .  T he S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  sa id  th e y  thought th e y  w ou ld  ju s t  sk ip
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g o in g  by R e s u r r e c t io n  C ity . Hadn*t h e a r d  o f an y  c o m m o tio n , but s e e m e d  lik e  

a w is e  th in g  to  d o ,

I s ta r e d  a m o m e n t fo r  sy m p a th y  fo r  th e m . W hat a t e n s e  t im e  it  m u s t  

h a v e  b e e n  w ith  a l l  the G o v e rn m e n t r ig h t th e r e  in  S t ,  P a t r ic k s ,  g a th e r e d  to g e th e r  

A nd a l l  o f  th e  c a n d id a te s  fo r  th e e le c t io n  - -  n e a r ly  a l l .  In N ew  Y o r k , th e  

p o lic e  had  b e e n  lin in g  th e f ie ld  w h e r e  ou r h e lic o p te r  had  s e t  d ow n , and lin in g  

the s t r e e t s  in  g r e a t  n u m b e r s .  T h e r e  had  b een  a few  a r r e s t s .  O ne m a n  h ad  had  

a gun a t th e  e n tr a n c e  o f S t . P a t r i c k s .  It w a s  u n lo a d e d . T h e r e  w e r e  r u m o r s  

ab ou t a l l  o f u s  .

B u t a t  l a s t  th e  d ay  w a s  a t an en d .

W e w e r e  b a c k  at the W hite H o u se  b y  1 1 :0 0 . T o m o r r o w  w o u ld  be a d a y  o f  

m o u r n in g , a s  L yn d on  had  p r o c la im e d .  And M onday w e w ou ld  a l l  m ak e a  n ew  

s t a r t .


