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: Friday, Ju.;'le 14tﬁ, began s-uperbly.A | I awoke at 9:30.. ‘The grea‘test
iu:.curvy: is a éood night?!s sleep‘. | |
‘Mrs. g;& came and gave me a hair 'c‘:c‘)mb, and I putvon my&ellow cott.oh |
dress and joined Si’mong and ’i‘ony‘-,l_,o'eb -and the sho‘ot‘ing cfe\ﬁr. "Altogethe_r, we
numbered about lé, and l'w.e did the rest of the living room, begihning about |
1C:30. | |
it’s an hilarious Buéiness I 1‘ookA Eack oh_ my smé.ll brushes Qith doing
films with laughter and pleasure and considerabie rgsPect for the éeoplé who
really do them for a living. Funny momenté, 'I'ohy Loéb calling fo:.a .wheeAl-k
~ chair .- .He. warited té get :ia speci.all shot. | I‘gues.t"'a wvheellchaiAr -wox‘llvd be a
,make.shift dolly. | Mr . Kline produced one. And a funny hqui- off and on wh‘e.n
‘we got int;.o the dining room to shpot. Thiel t_aBle was lovély with _orangé pléce;
mats and the ‘bx‘-ighﬁ Mexicaﬁ di_éhes 4ar‘x>d the’a‘rinb'er glasses, a bi.eautif.ul center-
piecé olf fed'; o?aﬁge‘, and yeiiow flpwérs; and thfée yeliow cand_les and one
white -. |
It soon became apparent ‘that the eye of the caﬁéra clearly ﬁot'ed the
; difference.. Somebod;)r wént to Stonewall -- no yelloﬁr cahdigs. ,‘ Somef)ody called
Johpson'C‘ity',- and was about _fo se’t: outv .f_o.r Fredeficksburg while-I was
scrambliﬁg through boxes and clos'ets; Wé. found an ivory"candle- ét last,
ana_they put bit in the lez;tét conépicﬁoﬁs. épo;:'and shot away while everybody
who ivé.sn't oﬁ camera waé holding their sides with laughter'. :
At c.)ne' end of the table, ;Ne had _Lyn's. high_ chair. ' It was not high enough,

so wevin‘lt tele’phcine books under it. _
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1 was making up the script as [ went along. Finally I got to the point of
dictating it, and reading the takes in Between time over and over. This would
really be a ''done at home" effort if it is ever completed.

But rhy'trips through Hyde Park listening to Mrs. Roqsévelt's voiée,

and my wonderful visit to Teddy Roosevelt's -home listening to Alice Roosevelt ‘ -

’Lbngwo;:th‘s living voice, made me rea;lize‘» that such ab thing as thisv does have
some usefulness. So Il am trying to get it in the éé.n while I have tﬁg capabilit&r.
This film kher’e‘, one of the living‘quaz.'t‘ers in Waéhington -— the second’
floor -~ the audiovisual prégranﬁ ‘for the Library, the exhibii:s at the Visitoré
Center in the park a.'(.:er’SS the River. There are so many thirigs I want to get

going this summef; | | .

. We stopped for lunch. The crew went off to Stonewall. And Lyndon and I .

had lunch out under the»v trees with Liz and Marie and Larry Temple and Di'ana.' -

 And the breeze practically lifting our plates up from under us. Sandwiches ;
and fruit salad and cookies and iced tea.

Then very shortly we went back to work, Itis very hard work. We do

the same thing over and over. A camera gets an ailment, a plane passes over-

head, I flub some lines -- we try it again -- there is a tenseness. People begin

to snap at each other. I think I had patience if not talent, possibly because I.
am determined to get this done. You get tired. | Finally, at one point, I said

"Let's all take a break and go out in the yard -and have some beér M

Mary had i)repa,red a big platter of noches speciais for-‘us, -and draft beer .

" and coke.v And we sat under the trees and talked about the things we had done




and ea.tirig and drinking away. And he said, '”Whail:'s‘this‘", what's this, As

| - Maéin{‘//};\l' R : | |
“had planted the -rrtiion daisies. e : L
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vsell and those that we still hope to do something better on.
There was just one Negro in the crew. He had been doing something

with the equipment and came out last of all to find everybody else served

soon as I-gét _bé.ck to Wé.sh‘i.ngt.o-r_l, I am going to mérch, ¢ and was gr_eeted_‘
by peals of laughter:.l
It's a healthy moment when you cé.n laugh at all of fhis together.
So v;e took about a 30—minut¢ break and fhenbwent baA,ckytov work.‘
It ﬁas n'e.arl_y?_:OO when we re‘achved the point whgre all my dialogue _
in t‘he ,, dininé réoﬁg had been finis}.med.. , ’i‘hey had 6ther s_hofs to do . ' But the: e
end of day Qvé.s cé.lling; ,ar.1d Iv.saixid goodbye and went out 't§ find Lynvdon.' |

I asked James Davis to ride with me and show me the places where he

Beéides the ‘northeast‘féhce co'x;ner .o_f n;xy little corner, he had put (;ut '
about sig plantings in the 80Aacr.es, a few down at the birthplacé héuse and o
‘one or two along the Tunway. Eve.rvything ‘that he has planted from réoi:s has
grown’.‘ ~ And qné or two qf those .from seed has grown Scﬁ)r.i‘t is vei‘y c_.lear\'

that seed are much less successful fashion,

1 got on the business 'telep'hone and located Lyndon. . And about 7:3C, got , ! :

into the car with him and Governor John. Connally who had been riding around
with him all afternoon. And togethef we rode and talked -- Colonel Cross -

}
!
i

and Jesse Kellum and John and Lyndon and I,. -- through the Dant.z and tﬁe Martin. S

i
|

: !
S

o
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To my émbarrassmen; Lyndon said, '"John, you ought to put Lady Bird

on some kind of a commission -- park commission, a board of regents. You

~would have a good worker."

I shriveled, and John said, "All right, you get one of them to resign.
Will Edward Odom, Jimmy Derringer."

And then Lynddﬁ launched onto John's future, about which John volunteers

. zero. And asked John , ==k entirely in jest‘, I arh sure, 1f he would ‘accept é. ‘

‘certain Federal Government post.

‘Jol_in laughed a.riCi said, "I don"t want any more cheese. I just Waﬁt out of
the trap."'

- One thing they do plan to dé -- ‘he apd Nellie -- after j’anué.ry, théy wil'l '
go fo Australia for a.bout 3 weeks with the B..' K Johﬁsoﬁs who have a fabulo’ué '
hoblding' down f:here' -- thousands of acres of Kih‘g'Rancvh‘p’ropertjr. »

We were goirig to have steaks with A..W. é.hd Marialien 4a_,t the Auction»
Barn; 'aﬁd I Kept on rgminding Lynd§n that we were expe'cted about 8:00 or
8:30, afmoying himgr»eatly é.nd speeding him fxot a't:'allb. |

Finally, we got in the big black car .tha;t sf:a?ys down hefe for special
occaéions‘- and ldoks'iil~at-home in this country, I think. |

John and Lyndon and I in the back seat'dro‘ve into Johnson City. John

said he thought if the election were tomovrrow, that Nixon would carry the State.

C It is certainly the least predictable, the most evolatle election yeé.r I can

- remember. I do seem to sense in the wind a turn toward conservatism,

a yearning for stability. The students, the Negroeéy, the intellectuals, '"have
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done a bitter disservice for the practical liberals', among whom I would

| c‘oimt.Lyndon.

It was after 9:30 when we left John out at Johnson City, and d‘rove on to’

the Auction Barn where Mariallen and A. W. had been waiting for us for nearly

- two hours with the Melvin Winters and the John Hills. We had one' more drink -~

I made apologies, and we sat down to the best steak dinner in their Board of

. Directors room. I cannot remember a fancy club anywhere that could boast

a better steak.
o o . ' ) L A L
. The the men got to the business of the evening -- M domino game.
As I said in the little film, this is a _combination of skill and cold war dialogue,

the latter mucl'.xvenjoy_ed by Lyndon and A. W , but I am not sure about their |

victims. Mostly, Lyndon and A. W. have won -- and outrageously. The winnings,

b ﬁ_nderstand, have been funneled into Favther.ScAhneidér‘s churchl, a séddle for
vMat.:hilde and other such worthy cau#es; In all justice, some ouéht to go
Melvin Wiﬁters" way .

About 11:3C1 rﬁéde my thanks‘ to Mariallen and‘qui‘.betly.r slipéed away

b ecause I knew we would be shooting very early the next morning.

And I wé.s_a t home in bed by 12:00, and it was some dreadfﬁlly late hour --

2 or 3 -- when Lyndon came in. I am sure that the release from tension and

the laughter paid for the loss of sleep.

i




