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S a tu r d a y , June 15th - -  the l a s t  d ay  o f our f i lm in g .

W e h ad  m o v e d  in to  th e d en , got s ta r te d  in  m id -m o r n in g , and I r e c i t e d  

m y  l i t t l e  s t o r ie s  o f  the p ie c e  of n e e d le w o r k  that w a s  done b y  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  

not on e T e x a s  G o v e r n o r  but tw o , and  a g r e a t  s la b  o f a c o f fe e  ta b le  th a t h ad  

c o m e  fr o m  an  oak  that had grow n  in  S h erw o o d  F o r e s t  for  1400 y e a r s ,  an d  a 

p a in tin g  o f th e  w ild  tu r k e y s  th at a l l  the h u n te r s  lo o k e d  at and s a id ,  "U h, fo u r  

g o b b le r s  and one h e n , ” the d e e r  h ea d  th a t had the r e d  n o se  a t C h r is tm a s  tinrie.

A nd a l l  th e a c c u m u la t io n  o f n e a r ly  3 4  y e a r s  o f m a r r ie d  l i f e  m a k e  th is  r o o m ,  

a s  a ll  th e o t h e r s ,  a  m o s a ic  o f ou r l i f e  and t r a v e l s .  A nd a ll  w en t r a th e r  w e l l  

I thought fo r  a l l  th a t I w a s  p lu n ged  in to  s ta te  o f n e r v o u s  d is o r d e r  w h en  I h ad  . 

h e a r d  on  T h u r sd a y  th at L yn d on  w a s  c o m in g  and had thought th a t th is  f i lm in g  

w ith  h im  in  th e  h o u se  w o u ld  be p a n d e m o n iu m . H e h a s  b e e n  v e r y  c o n s id e r a t e .

W e h a v e  s im p ly  ta k en  o v e r  r o o m  a f te r  r o o m , d isr u p tin g  l i f e  and tr a f f ic  an d  

h o s p ita l i ty  - -  s i le n c in g  the v a cu u m  c l e a n e r s ,  th e  b u s in e s s  c o m m u n ic a t io n s ,  

and ev e n  th e  o m n ip o ten t t e le p h o n e , e m b e ll is h in g  e v e r y b o d y  fr o m  the p r e m is e s  

e x c e p t  th o s e  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th is  f i lm in g .  A nd L yndon  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

and M a r ie  s o  h e lp fu l .  A nd a ll  ou r fr ie n d s  a r e  p itch in g  in , in v it in g  u s  o u t to  

d in n er  - -  to  th e  M o u rsu n d ’s l a s t  n ig h t and th e W in ters*  to n ig h t and th e K r im 's  

to m o r r o w  n o o n . So now  I h a v e  r e la x e d .

N ow  T on y  L o eb  t e l l s  m e  th at w e*ve go t to th in k  about how  w e a r e  g o in g  

to  end i t .  A nd th a t it  could h a v e  so  m u ch  m o r e  d ig n ity  and im p o r ta n c e  an d  

in t e r e s t  i f  w e  c o u ld  g e t  L yn d on  to  c o m e  in to  the s c e n e  and ju s t  r e m in i s c e
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ab ou t w hat th is  h o u s e ,  th is  la n d , th is  w a y  of l i f e ,  m e a n s  to  h im .

Q u ak in g , I p r e s e n te d  th e  id e a  to  h im  b e c a u s e  he didn*t co m e h e r e  to  

g e t  o f fe r e d  m o r e  w o r k , but fo r  e s c a p e  fr o m  w o r k . A nd th is  i s  w o rk  fo r  h im .

B ut he a g r e e s ,  y e s ,  a f te r  he h a s  had  h is  nap and g e ts  up a t 4:3C o r  so m e t im e  

a f te r  th en  - -  h e *11 do it  fo r  3C m in u te s ,

B i l ly  G ra h a m  and one of h is  c h ie f  a s s i s t a n t s  d r iv e s  out fo r  lu n ch  (I b e lie v e  

i t  w a s  G rady  W ilso n ) .  H e 's  h e r e  d o in g  a b r ie f  c r u s a d e  in  San  A n to n io . It w a s  

a s u r p r is e  to  s e e  h im  so  so o n  a g a in , but I lik e d  h a v in g  h im  in  th e  s e t t in g  th a t  

i s  our r e a l  l i f e .

H a v in g  f in is h e d  w ith  th e d in in g  r o o m , w e a te  a p r o p e r  lu n c h  - -  M ary*s  

good  h o m e m a d e  sou p  and h o t c o r n  b r e a d  and b u tte r m ilk  and s a la d  and  p e a c h e s  

and c o o k ie s . A nd w h en  I to ld  th e m  th at w e w e r e  h a y in g  a v e r y  l ig h t ,  c o u n tr y -  

ty p e  lu n c h , M r . W ilso n  la u g h in g ly  s a id ,  " W ell, B i l ly  p r e a c h e d  a s e r m o n  on  

g lu tto n y , so  th is  ou gh t to  su it  h im  f in e ."

A l i t t l e  a fte r  tw o , w e w en t out to  the a ir p o r t ,  L yn d on  and I ,  and th e r e  at  

th e  so u th  ru n w ay  th e  p la n e  r o l le d  up - -  L ynda and A rthur and M a th ild e  and  

M a th ild e* s  fa th e r ,  and tw o young m e n , h er  c o u s in ,  D on a ld  K r im  and  h is  fr ie n d  - -  

b oth  in  L aw  S c h o o l at C o lu m b ia .

I to o k  L yn d a  B ir d  b a ck  and got h e r  s e t t le d  in  m y  r o o m . A nd th ej/ b y  •
, ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ' j 

3 :0 0  I w as b a c k 'in  the s tu d y  o f co n tin u in g  our f i lm in g , ' j
•, ' i 

W e w o r k e d  h a rd  w ith ou t a n y  in te r r u p tio n  u n til 6 :0 0 , w ith  m e  ta k in g  occasion a l,,*

q u ie t  d e to u r s  to s e e  w h en  L yn d on  w ou ld  jo in  u s .  He co u ld n 't g e t  lo o s e  fr o m  th e  

p h o n e . F in a l ly  about 6:3C , d r e s s e d  in  h is  k ak i ra n ch  c lo th e s  and a fte r  ju s t  the
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b r ie f e s t  r u n -th r o u g h  by m e  on w hat the f ilm in g  had b e e n  l ik e ,  th e  s to r y  w e  

w e r e  tr y in g  to  t e l l ,  and w hat w e h op ed  he w ould  add to  i t ,  h e  c a m e  in  w h ile  

I w a s  in  m id - s e n t e n c e  on c a m e r a  and jo in e d  m e s it t in g  on the s o fa  and la u n c h e d  

in to  a lo n g ,  q u ie t , p h ilo s o p h ic  d is c o u r s e  on  th is  c o u n tr y , h is  g r o w in g  u p  y e a r s  

h e r e ,  w h y  h e h ad  w an ted  to  co m e b a c k , w hat it  m e a n t to  h im . T h is  w a s  r e a l ly  

c h a r m in g . S o m ew h a t r e p e l la t iv e ,  y e s ,  but so m e  g r e a t  p h r a s e s ,  w a rm  f e e l in g .  

N ot fo r  a m in u te  d id  m y  in t e r e s t  f la g .

F in a l ly ,  h e  q u it s s  and  sa id  s im p ly ,  "Is th at en o u g h ? "

S im o n e  w a s  a c tu a lly  in  t e a r s ,  and T on y  L oeb *s fa c e  lo o k e d  e x c i t e d  an d  

he s a id ,  '*That*s g r e a t ,  thatfs g r e a t .  W e*ve got so m e th in g  g o o d .” I f e e l  s u r e  

he ca n  cu t it  and ta i lo r  a good  p ie c e  fro m  i t .

A nd th en  th e y  to o k  p ic tu r e s  o f u s  - -  L yndon  and I - -  w a lk in g  out th e  d o o r  

and dow n th e w a lk  th ro u g h  the fro n t ga te  and th en  p a r a lle l in g  th e  f e n c e  h e a d in g  

w e s t  to w a r d  th e  g u e s t  h o u se  w ith  the c a m e r a  lo o k in g  in to  th e s u n s e t  d ow n  th e  

R i v e r .

A nd th en  w e  w e r e  f in is h e d , thou gh  not th e  f i lm  c r e w  b e c a u s e  a f te r  ta k in g  

o ff to m o r r o w  th e y  w i l l  no doubt w o r k  M on d ay and m o s t  o f  T u e sd a y  and  p r o b a b ly  

in to  W ed n esd a y  on both  in te r io r  sh o ts  and o u ts id e .

W e a l l  e le c t e d  to go to the W in ters*  h o u se  b y  c a r  w h ich  p le a s e d  m e .  A nd  

L yndon  and I and M a r ie  and D o r is  K e a rn s  le f t  about 7 :3 0 . L y n d a  w a s  w a s h in g  

h e r  h a ir  and sh e  w ou ld  c o m e  la t e r ,  h o p e fu lly  b r in g in g  S im o n e . A nd w e d r o v e  

to  the D ia m o n d  X R anch  in  the lo v e l i e s t  t im e  o f d ay and th e lo v e l i e s t  e a r ly  

s u m m e r  I ca n  r e m e m b e r .  T he w e a th e r  i s  ju s t  a d r e a m , and j u s t  to  be a l iv e
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i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  j o y ,

L yn d on  w a s  g iv in g  D o r is  K e a r n s  l i t t le  p ic tu r e s  o f h is  g ro w in g -iip  t im e s  

h e r e  - -  th e  f a m i ly /  w h e r e  h e w en t to  s c h o o l ,  a ju n c tio n , and an  A lb e r t .

W e d r o v e  u p  to  M e lv in  and N eta*s p la c e  a l i t t le  p a st  8:0C , and th e r e  w a s  

an  e n o r m o u s  p a r ty , L iz  and  L e s  and th e ir  so n  and d a u g h te r - in - la w  and h e r  

s i s t e r ,  ou r fo u r  and so o n  L y n d a  and S im o n e , and A rth ur and M a th ild e  and  

M r . G a la w , M a th ild e 's  fa th e r .

I w a s  en ch a n ted  to  fin d  la t e r  in  the e v e n in g  th a t S im o n e  and M r . G a la w , w ho  

i s  p r e t ty  w e l l  cu t o ff  fr o m  e v e r y b o d y  a rou n d  h e r e  b e c a u s e  he c a n 't  s p e a k  m u c h  

E n g lis h ,  w en t c h a ttin g  a w a y  a n im a te d ly  in  F r e n c h .  And the M o u r su n d s , a n d  

M e lv in  and N eta * s d a u g h te r , J o y c e ,  and so m e f iv e  or  s ix  o t h e r s .

It*s a th o r o u g h ly  d e l ig h t |^ a c e  f ix e d  up in  the b eg in n in g  a s  a  s o r t  o f a  d u d e  

r a n c h , a  h u n tin g  r e s o r t  and g a m e p r e s e r v e .  A ll  o f  th e  in t e r io r  i s  c e d a r .  T h e y  

s m e l l  d e l ic io u s  . B unk b e d s ,  c a r d  t a b le s ,  d e lig h tfu l p ic tu r e s  b y  a lo c a l  a r t i s t  

w ho l i v e s  r ig h t o v e r  in  W illo w  C ity , o f  d e e r  and w ild  tu r k e y  an d  q u a il and p isa n o  

and a  b ig  f i r e p la c e ,  m o u n te d  h e a d s  a ll  o v e r  the w a l l ,  in c lu d in g  a m o u n ted  g o ld e n  

e a g le  w h ich  N e ta  e x p la in e d  to  m e  th e y  sh o u ld  not h a v e  k i l le d ,  bu t it  had  b e e n  

k ill in g  l i t t l e  sh e e p  and l i t t l e  g o a ts  and th e y  sh o t i t  ju s t  a s  th e y  w o u ld  an y  o f  

s e v e r a l  k in d s o f  e a g le s  th a t a r e  not r a r ^ a n d  d is c o v e r e d  a fte r w a r d s  th a t i t  w a s  

th is  kind th at c o n s e r v a t io n is t s  h op e w il l  be p r o te c te d .

H ow  l ik e  M e lv in , good  c i t i z e n  th a t h e  i s ,  to  e v e n  m in d  th a t h e  h ad  sh o t  

s o m e th in g  th a t had b e e n  d e s tr o y in g  h is  s t o c k .
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I co u ld  not b e a r  to  lo s e  th e g lo r io u s  d a y lig h t , so  I s ta r te d  o ff  on a w a lk  

w ith  L yn d a  B ir d  and L e s  and w e w en t about a h a lf  a m ile  I s u p p o se  th r o u g h  . 

the m o s t  b e a u tifu l co u n try  - -  r o l lin g  h i l l s ,  a  s t r e a m , m e a d o w s  d o tte d  w ith  

h u ge l iv e  o a k s .  W e p a s s e d  th e  b ig g e s t  l iv e  o a k  I h a v e  e v e r  s e e n  in  th is  

c o u n tr y . A nd th e r e  w a s  a s ig n  th a t s a id ,  "G iant l iv e  oak  -  17 f e e t  d ia m e te r "  .

We c o u ld  s e e  th e  a n te lo p e  in  the d is ta n c e  - -  a  b ig  h e r d  o f th e m . M e lv in  

s a y s  h e  h a s  had no tr o u b le  r a is in g  young o n e s  a s  w e  h a v e .  T h e y  w e r e  b ou n d in g  

a lo n g , up a h i l l s id e  - -  a  b e a u tifu l th r o a t -c a tc h in g  s ig h t .

A nd the g r a s s  w a s  so  h igh  th a t you  co u ld  o c c a s io n a l ly  j u s t  s e e  th e  h e a d  

o f a d e e r  s t ic k in g  o v e r  the top  o f i t .

It w a s  a g lo r io u s  e v e n in g  . T h is  s o r t  o f l i f e  to  m e  i s  t r u ly  a  d a y  of w in e  

and r o s e s .

B a c k  a t th e  h o u s e ,  w e w en t in to  th e y a r d  w h e r e  th e r e  w e r e  a m p le  t a b le s  

sp r e a d  out u n d er  th e  t r e e s  or  e l s e  you  cou ld  s i t  in s id e  w ith  th e  a ir -c o n d it io n in g  

i f  y o u  p r e f e r r e d .  I c h o o s e  the o u ts id e .

M e lv in  had on h is  b ig  a p ro n  and w a s  b u sy  fr y in g  th e  f i s h ,  a lth o u g h  th e r e  

w as a m p le  h e lp  to  do i t .  A nd th e r e  w e r e  so o n  g r e a t  g o ld e n  m o u n d s o f i t ,  and  

N e ta  c a l le d  u s  to  d in n e r .

T he b u ffe t in s id e  w a s  sp r e a d  out on  a lo n g  c o u n te r  - -  c a t f is h  and  f r ie d  

p o ta to e s  and s la w  and to m a to  s l i c e s  and h u sh  p u p p ies  - -  a b s o lu te ly  d e l i c io u s  . 

A nd fo r  d e s e r t ,  c o f fe e  and c o o k ie s  - -  f ig  n e w to n s , w h ich  N e ta  and  I s h a r e  a  

i®foeaaigx6cHrliking f o r . I r e m e m b e r  it  fro m  m y  c h ild h o o d .
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A fte r  w e had  a ll  e a te n  a s  m u ch  a s  w e cou ld  and fa r  m o r e  th an  w e  o u g h t, 

th e  m e n  g o t dow n to  the s e r io u s  b u s in e s s  o f th e  e v e n in g  - -  t h e ir  d om in o  

to u r n a m e n t . L yn d on  and A . W . th e  p e r p e tu a l p a r tn e r s ,  and th e  o p p o s it io n  

c h a |n g in g  fro m  t im e  to  t im e  - - M e lv in , A r th u r , . Joh n  H i l l ,  w h a te v e r  v ic t im s  

th e y  c o u ld  f in d .

L ynda and I go t M a r ia lle n  and Jo B eth  H ill  and w e found an  a t t r a c t iv e  

g a m e r o o m . I a m  tr e m e n d o u s ly  im p r e s s e d  w ith  th e  s k i l l  w ith  w h ich  t h is  

p la c e  h a s  b e e n  put t o g e t h e r ,  and w e had  a b r id g e  g a m e /  w h ich  w en t on fo r  

about 2 d e lig h tfu l h o u r s .

A nd th e n  g ro w in g  s le e p y  and h a v in g  th e e x c u s e  of L y n d a , I th an k ed  N e ta  

and M e lv in  and k is s e d  L yn d on  good b ye and L ynda B ir d  and I s l ip p e d  a w a y  a 

l i t t le  a f te r  11:3 0 and w e r e  hom e a t the R anch  in  b ed  a l i t t l e  p a s t  1 2 :0 0 . 

H o w e v e r , not to  s l e e p .  L yn d a  B ir d  m u st  w r ite  C h u ck , and  I r e a d  th e  

p a p e r s  fo r  a lo n g  in tervab s: . ;

O ne o f th e  m a in  a im s  o f b e in g  at h o m e h a s  b een  to  r e s t .  I ca n n o t s a y  that 

I h a v e  done a g r e a t  d e a l o f i t .  A nd L yn d on , so  m u c h , m u c h  l e s s . T h is  i s  the  

th ir d  n ig h t o f th e  d om in o  to u rn a m en t and it  d o e s  n o t l e t  u p . A nd th e y  p la y  

u n til 2 :0 0  and do n o t g e t to  b ed  u n til 3 :00  o r  l a t e r .

B ut w ho*s to  s a y  w h ich  i s  m o r e  r e la x in g  - -  p le a s u r e  o r  s l e e p ,

. A t an y  r a t e ,  L yn d on  i s  m a k in g  h is  ow n r u le s .


