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How hard  it  is  to com e by a day of on es v e r y  ow n , I*ve b een  h e r e  a 

v/hole w e e k . The tim e  devou red  by f ilm in g , of the forew in d  of a c t iv ity  and  

peop le  that L.yndon*s p r e se n c e  a lw ays b r in g s , by going o v er  th e se  h o u se s  

w ith  B e s s  and m aking n o tes  about w e need  a new  b ed sp read  in the tr a ile r  and 

a lig h t to do ,m akeup  by on the d r e s s e r  in  the C edar H o u se . And at la s t  th is  

m o rn in g  I shut the door and cut o ff the phone and spent the w hole  m orn in g  

ta p in g , KXjfEKBOx em e rg in g  about 12:30 to continue m y  rounds w ith  B e s s ,  have  

lu n ch , ch eck  on S im one and the film in g  o p era tio n . It*s a ll  f in ish e d .

And at 2 :0 0 , O peration  P a r k . B eca u se  J e r r y  R o g e r s , the N ation a l P a rk

S e r v ic e  h istorian^w ho is  doing a so r t  of background sc r ip t  to  p ro v id e  m a te r ia l
I  . ■ ■

fro m  w hich  the P a rk  S e r v ic e  w ill su g g e st  exh ib its  for the v is ito r s*  c e n te r  in

the p ark  a c r o s s  the R iver^  i s  h ere  I thought it w ould 5a  be good to have

an oth er  one of the m e e tin g s  of a ll  the d iv e r se  people that a re-w o rk in g  on that

park  and e x p o se  h im  to  i t .

So ju st y e s te r d a y , I had had th em  c a lle d  and at 2:00  w e b egan  co n v erg in g

in  the b ig  r o ck  liv in g  r o o m . M ark G a rsd en , head o f T ex a s  p ark s and w ild l ife .

R oy  R od m an , head  of the la n d sca p e  a r t is t s  o f the T ex a s H ighw ay D ep a rtm en t.

\  C u rtis  T u n n ell, the a r c h io lo g is t  who had b een  doing r e s e a r c h  on the lo g  c a b in s .

\ And N an cy  Ke'ttr. A to ^ c^  ex h ib its  s ta ff  of T ex a s  p a r k s . T o r r a c e  C ox , the

I  . .

t P r e s id e n t  of the G ille sp ie  County H is to r ic a l A ss o c ia t io n . The e v e r  fa ith fu l

 ̂ R oy W hite. And a m a z in g ly  and d eligh tfu l John B en S h ep h erd , w hom  I had
/ " ' i.

c a lle d  at 11:00 la s t  n igh t on the w a y -o u t chance that he ju st  m igh t p o s s ib ly
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cou ld  co m e or at l e a s t  ought to be out of c o u r te sy  n o tified  that w e w ere  

m e e t in g . H e flew  in  - -  probab ly  the b u s ie s t  one of us a l l .  And J e r r y  R o g e r s  

fro m  the N ation al P a rk  S e r v ic e .

We sp en t about th re e  h o u r s , everyb od y  rep o rtin g  on the p r o g r e s s  in  h is

/
ow n f ie ld ,  M ark  G ^ ysd en , w hom  I grow  to lik e  m o r e  and m o r e , had the m o s t  

h ard  n ew s to rep o rt of c o u r se  . The b ids had com e in  and g lo r io u s ly  u n d er the 

e st im a te  and the co n tra c t had b een  m e t .  I think m aybe th ere  w a s one m o r e  

hu rd le of red  tape but it*s v ir tu a lly  f ir m .

T hen M r , T o rr a c e  C ox to ld  us of an old  p ion eer  h ou se  o v e r  IGO y e a r s  

old  that w as b ein g  d em o lish ed  had b een  obtained a s  a g ift for  the v is ito r s *  c e n te r .  

The fen ce  around the w ild life  a r e a  w as p ro ceed in g  w ith  one th a n k -h ea v en s  ch an ge- -  

so m e  s te e l  s ta v e s  w ould be rem o v ed  and ced ar on es in s e r te d .

C u rtis  T u n n ell r ep o rted  on the stone foundations that had b een  u n c o v e r e d  

r ig h t in  fron t o f the v is ito r s*  cen ter  . N o , th ey  don*t know w hat it  w a s .  W edding  

h o u se , a barn? It w as te n ta tiv e ly  d ec id ed  ju st to  le a v e  th em  th e r e ,  p rob ab ly  

g r a s s  r igh t up to  th e e d g e s ,  a s  a so r t  of ex h ib it.

N an cy  K e^t w ill  soon  have h e r *  fu rn iture ou tlays read y  fo r  a ll  o f th e  

c a b in s . And M r . C ox in s is t s  that on ce the w ord g e ts  around - - h e  w an ts to  

h ave s e v e r a l  s to r ie s  in the apaper about th ese  o ld  log  cab in s and the n eed  for  

fu rn ish in g s  - -  that lo c a l p eop le  w ill com e forw ard  w ith ite m s .. That sou n d s  

o p t im is t ic  to m e .  But he is  quite a s s u r e d .

And of c o u r se  th ere  w as one th ing that I kept on harp in g  o v er  and o v e r  .

T h is  w as the b e s t  Spring w ith in  m y  m e m o r y . W ithin the n ext tw o w e ek s  w e had



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T h u rsd a y , June 2 0 , 1968 P a g e  3

an opp ortun ity  u n p a ra le lled  - - t o  h a r v e s t  w ild  flow er  s e e d . If w e could  

com b in e  a ll e ffo r ts  to do t h is ,  and i t ' s  a now or n ev er  p r o p o s it io n , and  

s c a t te r  tru ck  a fter  tru ck  lo a d  p a r tic u la r ly  c lo se  to the road s in  the l i t t le  

p ark , it  cou ld  m ean  a lo t  fo r  y e a r s  to c o m e . And h ere  of c o u r se  i s  w h ere  

M r. R odm an cam e in .

A ll e y e s  tu rn ed  tow ard  h im . I t ‘s w e ll known that the H ighw ay D ep artm en t  

has the know -how  - -  3C y e a r s  of e x p e r ie n c e . What cou ld  th ey  do? He exp la in ed  

how the H ighw ay D ep artm en t had a lrea d y  sc a tte r e d  se e d  a long  R anch R oad 1 

and on the R oad from  S to n ew all to  A lb e r t . And he v e r y  g a lla n tly  p r o m ise d  

co o p e ra tio n , but I cannot sa y  that he f ir m ly  a s su r e d  u s that X n u m b ers of 

tru ck lo a d s  w ould  be put into  the park  i t s e l f .

I rep o rted  that D ale  had a lr ea d y  h a r v e sted  and sp rea d  so m e  two tru ck lo a d s  

in s id e  the park along s id e  the road  that e n te r s  from  219 .  I to ld  th em  about the 

c o n v e rsa tio n  that I had had w ith  B ill  Cook that the Job C orps b oys at C am p

G ^ry who a re  tak ing lan d sca p in g  a s  one of th e ir  c o u r se  w ould  be a v a ila b le  

to  h a r v e s t  and sp rea d  a s iz e a b le  am ount w ith in  the p ark .

M ark G O sd® n w as ahead  o f m e e v e r y  foot of the w a y . He i s  a lr e a d y  ,
■ :J

la y in g  out.a  p rogram  for th em  w hich  in c lu d es  a lso  cutting dead w ood o u t/so m e  

of the t r e e s  and other la n d sca p in g  w o rk .

I w as d e ligh ted  and I to ld  th em  that our R anch cou ld  fu rn ish  q u a n tit ie s  of 

g a la rd ia  and c o r e o p s is  s e e d , r a is e s  and th is t le s  - - a  g rea t m ix tu r e . And D ale  

cou ld  show  th em  w h ere  to h a r v e s t .



THE WHITE HOUSE 

T h u rsd ay , June 2 0 , 1968 w a s h i n o t o n  P age  4

E v er y  now and then John B en  Shepherd w ould com e forw ard  w ith  a 

sa g e  of funny o b serv a tio n  often  joggin g us off dead c en te r  and nudging u s  along  

the road  tow ard c o n c lu s io n s  in s te a d  of c o n v e r sa tio n s .

He to ld  of the grant of $35, 000 by L aw ren ce R o c k e fe lle r , $5 , 000 o f it  

fo r  an o v e r - a l l  plan to be done by the N ation al P a rk  S erv ice  and the rem a in d er  

tow ard  the im p lem en ta tio n  of the p lan  - -  the w hole thing to be m a tch ed  by  

oth er  co n tr ib u tio n s . But it 's  vague in  m y m ind w hether they a r e  State or  

in d iv id u a l con tr ib u tion s and w heth er  th is $35 , 000 grant i s  r e a lly  in our hands 

to u se  i f  th ere  a re  no m atch in g  funds r a ise d .

A ll  s o r ts  of ta len ts  h a v e^  gone into th is l it t le  park, from  b o ta n is ts  to  

a r c h io lo g is ts  to canny fu n d -r a is e r  to lov in g  r e s to r e r  of o ld  log  c a b in s . And 

w hat i s  m y  r o le ?  I ju st fu rn ish  a se ttin g  and c a ll  u s a l l  to g e th er  - -  c o m p lim e n ts  

on the th ings w e ‘ve  a lr ea d y  done: and h op es fo r  the th ings that s t i l l  r em a in  to 

do. And co ld  b e e r  and hot n o ch es  s p e c ia ls .  And som e day th ere  w il l  be  

so m eth in g  w e c a t)a ll be proud of I b e lie v e .

We wound up on the note of w hether w e should  b eg in  to h ave p u b lic ity  •— 

s to r ie s  about w hat w e w ere  doing and if  so , how . A rt Gofeert w an ts to  do a 

fu ll p age, M ark Ggorsden te l ls  m e . T hey  a ll a g r ee d  that v e r y  soon  w e should  

get going on th is . H eaven  know s, w e ’ve  su ffered  enough from  the b la s t s  of 

u n favorab le  p u b lic ity . So w e m igh t a s  w e ll  try  to te ll  our s to r y  in  p ic tu r e s  

and ex h ib its .

E veryb od y  le f t  about 5:30 and I s e t  off a lon e in that m ood that a lw a y s  

c o m e s  at the end of one of th ese  tr ip s  to the R anch o f w anting to s t ic k  out
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your hand and m ake tim e stand s t i l l  and sa v o r  the end of day a s  I r id e  o v e r  

the top of the M artin  and look  out on the 360 d eg ree  v iew  of r o llin g  h il ls  and  

b ig  w hite c lo u d s and a l i t t le  church  s te e p le  in  the v a lle y .

T he purple th i^ e s  a r e  ju st reach in g  the end. The c o r e o p s is  w hich h a s  

b een  a ca rp et of gold  o v er  the p a s tu re s  and h i l ls id e s  two w e e k s  ago  a re  now  

a lm o s t  gone. But the g a la rd ia  a re  s t i l l  b loom in g  p r o fu se ly , e s p e c ia l ly  in  

the D antz, and th ere  a r e  s tr e t^ c h e s  of a ju st a n ear  flow  of e v e r y  c o lo r  - -  

pink T ex a s  s ta r  and purple w ine cup, m il lio n s  o f l it t le  w hite d a is ie s ,  and  

M ex ic a n  h a ts in  e v e r y  com b in ation  of pa le  go ld , golden  brow n, deep  a lm o s t  

orange and even  brow n v e lv e t , and so m e  o f the w hite M ex ican  poppys that 

lo o k  so  e x o t ic , and a good m an y oth er flo w e r s  that I n ev er  saw  b e fo re  and  

cannot even  nam e .

The tow er c a lle d  m e that L es  and L iz  had a r r iv e d . E v eryb od y  w as read y , 

B e s s  and the c h ild re n  and S im one. And so  I w ent back  to the R anch, b oard ed  

the co n v a ir  fu ll of film  c r e w s , s te w a r d s , and our l i t t le  group, and o ff w e  put 

fo r  A ndrew s for  the v e r y  a m u sin g  r e c ita l  enroute from  L iz  and L e s  about 

th e ir  a d v en tu res  at H em is  F a ir . T hey have a ta len t fo r  q u ick ly  d is c o v e r in g  

the b r ig h te s t  and m o s t  fun p eo p le .

W e had san d w ich es and d r in k s, tr ied  to take a nap, a r r iv e d  a t A n d rew s, 

rode in  h ea r in g  a kbtfe b r ie f  ca p su le  of what the la s t  tw o d ays had b een  lik e  in  

th is C ap ita l. The h ea d lin es  rea d , "50, 000 M arch in  Support o f the P o o r ” , but 

i t  had gone off r ea so n a b ly  p ea ce fu lly  - -  M rs, King em e rg in g  a s  the m o s t

/
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d ram atic  p e r so n  and m y  h ea rt w ent out as it h as a l l  th is su m m er long  to 

W a lte r  W ashington and to N ash  C a stro .

And b y  1:00 I w as hom e in  the W hite H ouse and to bed.

/


