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W A S H I N G T O N

F r id a y , June 21, 1968 P.a-ge 1

L yn‘s f i r s t  b ir th d a y  - -  F r id a y , June 2 1 s t - -  a  fu ll y e a r .  One of the  

h a p p ie s t in  o u r p e rso n a l life  and  one of the tum ultuous an d  often  p a in fu l in  

the pub lic  l ife ,

I woke up r a th e r  e a r ly  and w en t in  and  h ad  b re a k fa s t  w ith  L.yndon a b o u t 

8:30 and  did a l i t t le  w o rk  on m y  d esk  try in g  to o rg an ize  m y  day. The r e tu r n  

fro m  a t r ip  a lw ay s s ta g g e rs  m e . So h igh  is  the d e sk  p iled . A sh ton  n e e d s  to 

se e  m e . B ess  and  I m u s t g e t to w o rk  on the so c ia l s ide of the H ouse. A nd 

L iz  h a s  to have som e d e c is io n s .

A l i t t le  a f te r  10:00 I w en t to the pool fo r 30 qu ick  la p s . A nd then  b a c k  

u p s ta i r s ,  got d r e s s e d  fo r  L y n 's  b ir th d a y  putting  on m y w et h a i r  an  unaccustonried  

fa l l  w h ich  lo o k ed  fra n k ly  w hat i t  w as . I took a  b r ie f  stop f i r s t  w ith  C y n th ia  to 

L y n d o n 's  C ouncil on R e c re a tio n  and N a tu ra l B eau ty . T h is  i s  a  jo in t one w ith 

a l l  of the G o v e rn o rs  h ead ed  by H u b ert; and  the public  m e m b e rs ,  L a w re n c e  

R o c k e fe lle r  is  the top one.

H u b ert w as p re s id in g . I s lip p ed  in  a s  q u ie tly  a s  p o ss ib le  and  l i s te n e d  to 

a  couple  of the r e p o r ts  - -  m o s t of them  ̂ unhappily, r^ a d  - -  bu t no t H u b e r t, who 

h a s  the fa c il i ty  of in je c tin g  life  and  the n e c e s s i ty  fo r  a c tio n  in to  e v e ry th in g , 

an d  c o n s id e ra b le  h u m o r too,

I s a t  n ex t to L a w re n c e . He gave m e a  pai»(w« l of the r e p o r ts  of the 

C o m m itte e . T he E le c tr ic  P o w er in d u s try  s e e m s  to be  m ak in g

c o n s id e ra b le  s t r id e s  in  b u ry in g  som e l in e s , in  s c re e n in g  som e f a c i l i t i e s .
■ I '

■: V :

MEMORANDUM



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE

i

W A S H I K O T O N
F r id a y , June 21, 1968 P ag e  2

I s tay e d  ju s t  abou t 30 m in u te s , and  then  ro d e  hom e w ith  C y n th ia  a n d  

S haron , h ad  a h a m b u rg e r  on a  t ra y  in  m y  room  w hile I r e a d  m o re  m a il an d  

s ig n ed .

T hen , a  l i t t le  p a s t  1:00, I w en t down w ith  L uci and  Lyn to  the R o se  

G ard en  fo r  w hat L uc i h ad  laugh ing ly  c a lle d  h is  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e . And th e re  

w e re  an am az in g  n u m b er of c a m e ra s  and  som e w ritin g  p r e s s  l in e d  up  in  the 

R ose G ard en ,

Lyndon cam e  out of the C ab in e t R oom , T h e re  w as a  l i t t le  tin y  ta b le  and  

a  l i t t le  tin y  c h a ir .  And a  m o d e s t s ize  w hite cake tr im m e d  w ith  r e d  r o s e s  and 

one b lue cand le  and  lo ts  of A m e ric a n  fla g s  fo r  a  l i t t le  boy in  a  re d , w h ite , and  

b lue ju m p e r . A round  h is  n ec k  th e re  hung a  r id ic u lo u s  n o te , h is  W hite H ouse 

p a s s ,  h is  p ic tu re ,  and  the in fo rm a tio n  tha t c le a re d  h im  to  com e and  go fro m  

the W hite H ouse.

We d id  not te l l  the p r e s s  th a t the p a s s  h ad  b een  a cc o m p an ie d  by  a  l e t t e r  

f ro m  J . E d g a r H oover h im s e lf  say ing  th a t nothing d e ro g a to ry  w as found  in 

the f i le s  of the so and  so and  so a g a in s t  P a t r ic k  Lyndon N ugent,

L u c i who i s  n e v e r  a t  a lo s s  w ith  the p r e s s  h ad  p len ty  to  sa y  in  a n s w e r  to 

th e ir  q u e s tio n s . B ut Lynd h ad  p ra c t ic a l ly  no th ing ; in  fa c t  a  gay , lau g h in g , 

funny l i t t le  boy w as s ile n t  - -  even  so lem n  - -  b ec au se  I  th ink  he  h ad  s le p t  so 

la te .  He h as  t h e ^ o s t  re d ic u lo u s  h o u rs . He d o e s n 't  w ake up u n til  b e fo re  

10;00 and  so m e tim e s  i t 's  12:00 o r l a te r .  It ju s t  so happens th a t’s the w ay 

L u c i l ik e s  to liv e  too.
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If Lyn w as n o n c o m m itta l and I w as ju s t  an  o n - lo o k e r, bothte: h is  g ra n d fa th e r  

and  h is  m o th e r  m ade up fo r i t .

He h a s  tw elve tee th , L uc i sa id . And he sp eak s  abou t s ix  w o rd s : M om m a, 

dad a , u n a ,  bye b ye , m o re , w on’t. And he w e a rs  a s ize  to t t le r  th re e ,  Lyndon 

sa id , ''Y ou got a p la tfo rm . A nything you w ant to te l l  th e m ? "  A nd then , "H e 

s a y s , ‘no c o m m e n t’" .

And then  Lyndon took out h is  tiny  pocket knife an d  cu t a  b ig  chunk of cake 

fo r  P a t r ic k ,  bu t he p r e f e r r e d  a  r e d  ro s e  off of the top and  t r ie d  to tak e  a  b ite  

out of the o m m M .

L u c i looked  a d o ra b le  - -  a l l  p e ac h es  and  c re a m  in  a  p ink  d r e s s  an d  h e r

b la c k  h a ir  sh in ing  and so p ro u d  of l i t t le  Lyn.

I s lip p ed  in  e a r ly  b e c a u se  I w an ted  to have ju s t  a few  m in u te s  w ith  Andressc 

M e v e r
who w as w aitin g  to hav e  lunch  w ith  Lyndon, I hugged h im . He se e m e d  

r e a l ly  p le a s e d  to see  m e . He had  b een  to E u ro p e  s in ce  o u r v i s i t  to  the R anch . 

I s ta y e d  ju s t  a  m o m en t and  then  le f t  fo r  M r. P e r 's ;  Z ephyr se n t m e a 

h am b u rg  and  coke and  I a te  u n d e r  the d ry e r  w ith  m y  s tra w  b ag  of m a il  - -  

th a t S iam ese  sxfe tw in of m ine  fo r  w o rk ,

I w as b a c k  a t  the W hite H ouse ju s t  in  tim e to d r e s s  an d  go down in to  

the Ja cq u e lin e  K ennedy G ard en  fo r a  re c e p tio n  fo r  the D e leg a te s  to the 

C o n fe ren ce  on the S tatus of W om en,

E s th e r  P e te r s o n  m e t m e a t  the door and took m e by the hand , in tro d u c in g  

m e  to ev e ry b o d y  a s  we filedrfa^Bsaaas: th ro u g h  the w alks of the g a rd e n . T h e re  

fa ith fu l C ab in e t w iv es , M arny  C liffo rd  who s u r p r i s e s  and  p le a s e s



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H X N O T O N

F r id a y , June 21, 1968 4

m e fo r  w ork ing  a t  th is  job . And Jan e  F re e m a n  who I th ink 

c o m e s  m o s t  o ften  and  w o rk s  m o s t e a rn e s t ly ,  m ak e io u r  v a r io u s  g ro u p s f e e l  

a t  hom e an d  a  p a r t  of e v e ry th in g . And I th ink  I saw  G eo rg ia  C la rk ,

M o st of the D e leg a te s  w e re  p ro fe s s io n a l w om en. C lub w om en, so c ia l 

w o rk e rs  - -  a  la rg e  d e le g a tio n  f ro m  H aw aii, A lso  fro m  A la sk a . A s iz e a b le  

sp rin k lin g  of N eg ro  w om en. The C liff A lex an d e rs  w e re  th e re . M ary  i^ \^ e rlin g , 

M ary  L o rd , K atie  LocHheim  who h ad  ju s t  w r i t te n  m e a  w o n d erfu l and  sw e e t 

l e t t e r  - - a  s o r t  of v a le d ic to ry . B oth  the John M acys, D r. E lle n  W inston ,

F ra n k  ^ o « ,e n c ra f t .

^ I c i r c le d  the g a rd e n  w ith  E s th e r  in tro d u c in g  m e to e v e ry o n e . T he w e a th e r

w as v e ry  ho t, and  w o^ad w ilted  sandw iches an d  lim p  c o o k ie s , and  I f e l t  r e m is s  

in  hav ing  i t  in  the g a rd e n  a lthough  u su a lly  th is  is  m y  fa v o rite  p la c e .

I sp en t abou t 40 b u sy  m in u te s  and  th en  w as b a c k  u p s ta i r s  fo r  the m a in  

ev en t of the day^ Lyn*s r e a l  b ir th d a y  p a r ty , w hich took p lace  a  l i t t le  p a s t  

5:00 in  the Y e l l o w O v a l  Room  w ith  an  e x tr a o rd in a ry  g u e s t l i s t .  A C atho lic  

P r i e s t ,  F a th e r  K ^ ife r; a  Jew ish  d o c to r  and  h is  w ife, the K ra sk in s ; a  fa m ily , 

M r .  and  M rs ,  L indow  and  H elene w ith  ev ery o n e  of whom L u c i h a s  the  sam e 

d e g re e  of c o m p a ta b ility . No g e n e ra tio n  gap in  h e r  l ife . O ur tw ic e -b r id e s m a id , 

good f r ie n d , a l l  fo u r of u s , W a rrie  Lynn, And fro m  th e  S taff, A sh ton  an d  

W illie  Day, and  to  m y  s u r p r i s e  and  p le a s u re  Sim one who h ad  h an d led  the  p r e s s  

 ̂ w hen the baby  w as b o rn  and  whom L u c i in c lu d ed  w ith  a  d e lig h tfu l r e m a r k ,

"S im one ju s t  m ig h t a s  w ell have h ad  h i m , '*
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I  am  s u re  the Y ellow  O val Room  h a s  seldom  b een  the s tag e  fo r  su ch

a  p a r ty .  A b la c k  and  yellow  s tr ip e d  t ig e r ,  5 fe e t ta l l ,  s tan d in g  b y  the  m an te l

w as the  f i r s t  th ing  th a t I saw . And then  a  g re a t  p ile  of p a c k a g e s , an d  Lyn

s it t in g  on the f lo o r  by  them  w ith  a l l  of the g u e s ts  r in g e d  a ro u n d  h im  in  c h a ir s .

H is  m o th e r  cam e  in  b rin g in g  a  cake  she h e r s e l f  h a d  m ad e . C h o co la te  a l l

the w ay th ro u g h . And w hen she put i t  down in  f ro n t of h im , I  r a n  fo r  a  sh ee t,

fin d in g  in s te a d  la rg e  tow els  and  put them  u n d e rn e a th  the cake out of r e s p e c t

fo r the W hite H ouse fu rn ish in g s .

P a t r ic k  Lyndon ey ed  the cake fo r a  few  m o m en ts  and  th en  he r a i s e d  one

foot an d  b ro u g h t i t  down "cap lo p " r ig h t in  the m id d le  of the cake ju s t  lik e  the

ta r  bab y  w hile  we a l l  fe ll  out w ith  la u g h te r . H is p o ise  w as in  no w ay  shaken

an d  he k ep t on tak ing  a  lo t of in te r e s t  in  u s  and  in  the g ifts  and  e v e ry th in g  w h ile

hig fo o t s ta y e d  r ig h t th e re .

H is fa v o rite  am ong the g if ts , I th ink , w e re  the s u c k e rs  an d  the w rap p in g s , 

ru b b e r
On th e /can o e , "H eap  Big Ind ian  L y n ", i t  sa id , th a t W a rrie  Lyn h a d  g iv en  h im .

N ext w as a  book w ith  a  te lephone d ia l on the o u ts id e .

He go t lo ts  of a d o ra b le  th in g s , e sp e c ia lly  c lo th e s . And w ith  e a c h  one a s  

she opened  i t  - -  h is  m o th e r  - -  sa id  those  d e a r ,  v e ry  p e r s o n a l  th in g s  that 

m a r k  L u c i a s  a  ch ild  of g ra c e .

W hile I, a la s ,  k ep t on ac tin g  the v il la in  by a tta ck in g  h im  e v e ry  10 m in u tes  

o r  so  w ith  a  w et w ash  ra g  to ge t the ch o co la te  off those  g rubby  l i t t l e  hands 

and  the s tic k y  su g a r  off of h is  face  out of d-€>£ca»g to the lo v e ly  y e llo w  so fas  

and  the 3fiSJppc a p r ic o t  c h a i r s .
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Luci had a tape which she kept on passing around to the crowd to say 
1· 
i 

a word to Pat in between times describing herself to him th,e scene around ! 

us. And he was all so sweet and cozy. 

But there was another very sad note in the House all day long. 

' 
\\ 

; 

I love ~very facet of this job, of this 

House. And I love being with Lyndon and with Lynda or Luci. Of all of us .. 

Luci is the/most independent and free-spirited, although the most fragile looking. 
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It w as 10:00 w hen Lyndon carne o v e r  fo r d in n e r , b r in g in g  w ith  h im  

H ouston  H a rte  who is  going to be ou r house  g u es t, and  M a rie . And I h a d  

a sk e d  E lo is e  to jo in  u s . She h ad  been  out fo r  a  c o c k ta il p a r ty  and  r e tu rn e d  

in  tinne. A nd we h ad  a  m ellow , p le a s a n t tim e re m in is c in g  ab o u t C h a r le s  M a rr  

w ho w as  to  th re e  of u s  p r e s e n t  a t le a s t  a lm o s t the m o s t fa sc in a tin g  m a n  we 

e v e r  knew . And abou t o th e r  o ld  f r ie n d s  of T ex as  days: A m on C a r te r ,  M. D. 

B ry a n t.

p r e s id e s  overfeh is  e m p ire  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  w ill  and  a c t iv i ty

and  w ith  a l l  a g ra c e fu l a c c e p ta n c e  of the  y e a r s .  He t r a v e ls ,  he f is h e s ,  he h as  

w r i t te n  som e - - a  p le a s a n t life . I am  g lad  we have s h a re d  a  p a r t  of i t ,  and  

I am  p a r t ic u la r ly  g lad  th a t h e re  in  the W hite H ouse be tw een  u s  L yndon  and . 

m e - -  we have m an ag ed  to w r ite  a  p o s ts c r ip t  to th e se  m any  lo n g -tim e  

f r ie n d s h ip s  w ith  a  p le a s a n t in te r lu d e  h e re  in  th is  w o n d erfu l p la c e .

T he m o s t unique thing y e t of the day  w as a f te r  P a t r ic k  L y n ’s b ir th d a y  

p a r ty  w hen  a l l  the g u e s ts  h ad  le f t.  F a th e r  Kg if e r  h e ld  a  sp e c ia l m a s s  in  the 

Queenfe S itting  Room  fo r  P a t r ic k  Lyn, w ith  only L uc i and  L yn and  W a r r ie  Lyni> 

and  I p re s e n t .  We c o v e re d  the c e n te r  tab le  w ith  a w hite do th  a n d  p u t u p  a 

l i t t l e  p o r ta b le  a l t a r  and  w en t th ro u g h  the s e rv ic e  w ith  those  two p r e t ty  giiJs. 

k n ee lin g  on the f lo o r  an d  P a tr ic k  Lyn to ttlin g  a ro u n d  a n d  a l l  of o u r h e a r t s  

s e v e ra l  th o u san d s of m ile s  aw ay w ith  P a tr ic k . Q uite p o ss ib ly  a n o th e r  f i r s t  

w ith in  the w a lls  o f th is  o ld  h o u se .




