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M o n d ay , Ju n e  24, 1968 P a g e  1 .

A r e t u r n  to  a  b u s y ,  regizxientied day , b ro u g h t  a n  e n d / th e  s le w  of d e s p o n d  

in to  w h ic h  I  a t  l e a s t  h a d  s le p t  o v e r  the w e ek en d .

In the  m o r n in g  A r th u r  K r im  c a m e  in to  Lyndon* s ro o m  w h ile  we w e r e  hav ing  

co ffee  a n d  s u m m e d  up  h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w ith  B i l l  H e a th .  B i l l  f e l t ,  a n d  h e  

a g r e e d ,  r e lu c t a n t ly  I th ink , th a t  w e sh o u ld  n o t  p r o c e e d  now w ith  the  f o r m a l  

b r in g in g  in to  b e in g  of the  fo u n d a t io n  th a t  w ou ld  h o ld  the  m o n e y  f r o m  w h ic h  the 

L i b r a r y  co u ld  ge t s t a r t e d  w ith  s u c h  p r o j e c t s  fo r  in s ta n c e  a s  the  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s .  

W e  sh o u ld  w a i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  20 th  to fo r m  the founda tion^  n a m e  th e  

m e m b e r s ,  a c c e p t  th e  m  on ey  a n d  g e t  going on the b u s in e s s  of th e  L i b r a r y  a n d  

th e  S choo l f o r  P u b l ic  S e rv ic e ,

M e a n w h ile ,  of c o u r s e ,  we sh o u ld  m a k e  a l l  p la n s  to h a v e  th e  p a p e r s  f o r  

s u c h  a  fo u n d a t io n  d ra w n  up a n d  m e m b e r s h i p  d e c id e d  on. I t  s e e m s  w e  h a v e  

gone ro u n d  a n d  ro u n d  on  th is  f o r  y e a r s ,  a n d  e v e r m o r e  c a m e  o u t  b y  the  s a m e  

d o o r  a s  in  w e w e n t .

A s a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  B i l l  f e l t  we- m ig h t  be  a b le  to  ge t the  U n i v e r s i t y  to so m e h o w  

s t a r t  the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o g r a m .  I  f e e l  d e f la te d ,  s ad ,  bu t  p r o b a b ly  th is  i s  the  

w i s e s t  c o u r s e .

I  w o r k e d  a t  m y  d e s k  - -  s t i l l  m o u n ta in s  h ig h , I h a d  lu n c h  on a  t r a y  i n  the  

r o o m .  A nd a t  1:00 M r s ,  P r o v e n s o n  c a m e .  We s a t  in  the Y e llo w  O v a l R o o m  

a n d  I r e a d  m y  P o r t l a n d  s p e e c h ,  the B , Y. M o r r i s o n  le c tu re f J  f o r  the A m e r i c a n  

l i i s t i tu te  o f  A r c h i t e c t s .  la s t^ I  s w e a r s p e e c h  and  p u b lic  a p p e a r a n c e  f o r  a  

lo n g , long  t im e .  A nd  so  I w a n te d  v e r y  m u c h  to m a k e  i t  good.

L y n d a  B i r d  h a d  l e f t  e a r l y  in  the  m o rn in g  lo o k in g  p r e t ty ,  c o m p o s e d ,  a n d  once
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m o r e  in  c h a r g e  of th e  s i tu a t io n  - -  f ly in g  to A c ap u lc o  to jo in  Jo e  Batm en a n d  

h i s  m o t h e r  a n d  f a t h e r  a n d  v a r io u s  r e l a t i v e s .  He h a d  ta k e n  a  h o u s e  dow n  th e re  

f o r  a  w e e k  o r  so ,

I  studie<l the  g u e s t  l i s t  f o r  the  a f te r n o o n  r e c e p t io n ,  A r a t h e r  p a in fu l  b le n d  

of goodbye  f o r  A r th u r  G o ld b e rg  a n d  w e lc o m e  to G e o rg e  B a l l  w ho i s  ta k in g  o v e r  

a t  the  U n ite d  N a t io n s ,  sh ad o w e d  a t  l e a s t  f o r  m e  by the  i n c r e a s i n g  hue  a n d  c r y  

in  the p a p e r s  f o r  m o n th s  now th a t  G o ld b e rg  w a n te d  to r e s i g n ,  th a t  he f e l t  

e s t r a n g e d  f r o m  the J o h n s o n  A d m in i s t r a t io n ,  h a d  o d d s  on p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  s h a r p e n e d  

th i s  m o r n in g  b y  M a r k  C h i ld 's  c o lu m n . I  l ik e  A r t h u r  a n d  I  l ik e  D o ro th y .  A nd  

I  r e s p e c t  the  q u a l i ty  of h i s  w o rk ,  I  a m  s a d  a b o u t  th is ,  b u t  I a m  c o n s t r a i n e d  to 

b e l i e v e  th a t  w h e r e  i t  i s  r e p e a t e d  so  o f ten  th e r e  m u s t  be s o m e  s e e d  of 

a c q u ie s c e n c e  on  h i s  s id e ,

I  h a d  a s k e d  A r t h u r  a n d  D o ro th y  a n d  a l l  t h e i r  f a m i ly  to  jo in  m e  in  th e  

Y e llo w  O v a l  R oom  a t  5 :00 f q r  a  q u ite  in f o r m a l  l i t t l e  v i s i t .  A nd w e  a l s o  i n v i t e d  

C h ie f  J u s t i c e  a n d  M r s ,  W a r r e n  a n d  A r th u r  K r im  a n d  Bob B e n ja m in  w ho h a v e  

w o r k e d  c lo s e ly  w i th  h im  a t  the  U. N. O nly  h i s  son . Bob, c a m e .  A t o t h e r  e v e n ts  

t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  h i s  d a u g h te r  an d  the two in - l a w s ,  :^K3acnew g r a n d c h i ld  a n d  

s i c k n e s s  i n  the  f a m i ly  k e p t  th e m  aw ay .

T h e  p r e s e n c e  of the  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  a n d  M r s .  W a r r e n  l ig h te n e d  the  a t m o s p h e r e ,  

b u t  w e d id  n o t  r e a c h  th a t  w a r m  a n d  e a s y  fe e l in g  I  h a v e  h a d  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  f iv e  

y e a r s  w i th  n e a r l y  everysss: m e m b e r  of the  C a b in e t .  He h a s  r e a d  a l l  o f th e  

a r t i c l e s  a n d  we h av e  r e a d  th em  too, a n d  th ey  s ta n d  b e tw e e n  u s .  A n d  I  do  n o t  

r e a l l y  know  how  m u c h  of u s  h a s  fe d  on w h a t  we h av e  h e a r d  the  o th e r  h a s  s a id .

MEMORANDUM
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L yn d o n  c a m e  in  l a te  a n d  h u r r i e d ,  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  A r t h u r  w i th  a  s i l v e r  

t r a y  on w h ic h  w a s  i n s c r i b e d ,  a l l  of the n a m e s  of h i s  fe l lo w  C a b in e t  m e m b e r s ,  

I  b e l ie v e  the  S ea l  w o u ld  h a v e  to b e  p u t on l a t e r .

A nd th e n  in  a  p o l i te  a n d  f o r m a l  r e j o i n d e r  w h ic h  n e v e r  b e c a m e  p e r s o n a l  

A r t h u r  a n s w e r e d .  In f a c t  I  k e p t  on w a i t in g ,  h o p ing , a l l  e v e n in g  th a t  so m e h o w  

the gap  w o u ld  be  b r id g e d  a n d  th a t  one of th em  w o u ld  c a l l  the  n a m e  of th e  o th e r

in  th a t  p e r s o n a l  bo n d  of the  f e l lo w s h ip  th a t  you h av e  w h en  you  w o r k  t o g e th e r
■ f ■  ̂ ' ' ' . '  ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ ■

on the  G o v e r n m e n t 's  h a r d  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  w ou ld  c a l l  i t  w i th  w a r m t h  a n d  

a p p r e c i a t i o n .

I  th in k  L yn d o n  c a m e  the c l o s e s t  to doing  i t  w h en  in  h i s  r e m a r k s  i n  the 

E a s t f lo o m  to th e  a s s e m b l e d  f r i e n d s  of A r th u r  G o ld b e rg  a n d  G e o rg e  B a l l ,  the  

m e m b e r s  of the  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a  s iz e a b le  c ro w d  of p r e s s ,  he  r e c o u n t e d  

how  the  s k i l l fu l  h a n d  of A r t h u r  G o ld b e rg  h a d  p ro d u c e d ,  a n d  h e r e  he  w a s  

q u i te  s p e c i f ic ,  a n  a r r a y  of a c h ie v e m e n t s  in  the  d ip lo m a t ic  w o r ld .

I t  w a s  p r o p e r ,  i t  w a s  g r a c e f u l ,  i t  w a s  r e s t r a i n e d .  T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  

m o m e n t  of o v e r to n e s  in  the u p s t a i r s  h a l l  w h en  A r th u r  h e lp e d  the  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  

in to  h i s  b la c k  r o b e .

T h e  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  s w o r e  in  G e o rg e  B a l l .  We  a l l  f i l e d  in to  th e  B lu e  Room  

f o r  a  r e c e iv in g  l in e  - -  the  Balls, G o ld b e rg s  a n d  u s ,  w ith  m e  a t  th e  e n d .

T h e r e  w e r e  the R a lp h  B u n c h e s .  I  h ad  a  c h an c e  go th a n k  h im  f o r  h i s  

n ic e  l e t t e r  a n s w e r in g  L y n d a  B i r d  a b o u t  w h a t  he  r e a d  a s  a  c h i ld .

F r o m  the  C a b in e t ,  the  C l a r k  C l i f fo rd s  an d  W ilbu r  C o h en  a n d  J o e  F o w le r  

a lo n e .  A nd  O r v i l l e  an d  J a n e  F r e e m a n ,  b o th  the  W a ts o n s ,  a n d  J a n e  a n d  B i l l
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W ir tz  w i th  a  b ig  k i s s  fo r  the  G o ld b e rg s  a s  d id  so m a n y  of th o se  w ho  p a s s e d  

dow n the l in e .

T h e r e  w a s  a  good ly  n u m b e r  of t h e i r  f r i e n d s  th e r e .

F r o m  o u r  s ta f f ,  the  Doug C a t e r s ,  the E r n i e  G o ld s te in s ,  T o m  a n d  M a r y  

C l a r k  f r o m  the  C o u r t ,  H u b e r t  a lo n e  w ith  a  b ig  k i s s  fo r  e v e r y b o d y .  T he  G e o r g e  

M e a n e y s ,  E d  W e is l  - -  a n d  I  co u ld  th a n k  h im  f o r  th o se  w o n d e r fu l  g if t s  f o r  th e  

L i b r a r y  - -  the  m e m o  th a t  Abe L in c o ln  s ig n ed ,  one of the l a s t  th in g s  he  w r o t e  

p a rd o n in g  a  p r i s o n e r  a n d  the  l e t t e r  of G e o rg e  W ash in g to n .

And W a lt  R o s to w  a lo n e  lo o k in g  so  sp e n t .  And the G e r a l d  W a g g o n e r s  w ho  

a s k e d  a b o u t L u c i ,  a n d  w h e n  I to ld  th em  th a t  she  w a s  u p s t a i r s  a n d  w o u ld  s im p ly  

a d o r e  to s e e  th e m  th e y  w e r e  a n x io u s  to  s e e  h e r  an d  the b a b y  to o .  So I d i s p a t c h e d  

th em  u p s t a i r s  w i th  a  m a id .

B e c a u s e  e v e ry b o d y  knew  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  n e a r l y ,  i t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  p a r t y  in  

th e  S ta te  D in ing  R oom  in  sp i te  of the  s t r a i n  I  f e l t .  And if  I  w o u ld  h a v e  w a i t e d  

h o p e fu l ly  a l l  e v en in g  f o r  a  show  of w a r m t h  b e tw e e n  L yn d o n  an d  A r t h u r  w h ic h  

d id  n o t  c o m e ,  I  s u r p r i s i n g l y  found  i t  in  G e o rg e  B a l l  w hom  I h a v e  a lw a y s  

r e g a r d e d  a s  tough , a b le ,  s o m e o n e  L yndon  o ften  d i s a g r e e d  w ith ,  b u t  o f te n  

w e n t  b a c k  to a n d  so u g h t ou t fo r  a d v ic e .

T h e r e  w a s  a l m o s t  a  show of e m o t io n  a s  h e  s a id  sp e a k in g  o f L yndon , 

f e e l  l ik e  we h a v e  s to o d  s h o u ld e r  to s h o u ld e r  on the  b a r r a c a d e s .  T h a t  i s  w h y  

I w a s  g la d  to  do i t .  " He m e a n s  r e - e n t e r i n g  G o v e rn m e n t .  A n d  he  w e n t  o n  to 

s ay  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  two c lo u d s  o v e r  u s  now on the  i n t e r n a t io n a l  f i e ld  - -  

V ie t - N a m  a n d  one w h ich  he c o n s id e r e d  d a r k e r  an d  h e a v i e r ,  th e  N e a r  E a s t ,

........... i ‘ ” ” '....... ..
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A nd he  f e l t  th a t  he  cou ld  do so m e  good th e r e .

I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e  an d  a  s o r t  of r e s u r g e n c e  o f p r id e  in  t h a t  

b a n d  of p a t r i o t s  who w o rk e d  h a r d  an d  long a n d  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  m a k in g  g o o d  

m o n e y  a n d  h a v in g  a good q u ie t  l iv in g  a n d  y e t  a r e  a lw a y s  r e a d y  to c o m e  b a c k  

in  a n d  s e r v e  t h e i r  c o u n t ry .

I  s aw  M r s ;  L a b o u i s s e  w h o se  h u s b a n d  h a d  b e e n  A m b a s s a d o r  w h en  w e  

h a d  b e e n  in  G r e e c e  in  *6 l o r  ’62, a n d  w e ta lk e d  of the  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e .  She 

d o e s  n o t  a p p ro v e  of th is  p r e s e n t  r e g im e  b u t  th in k s  i t  s u i t s  a  g lo t  of G r e e k s  

w h o .a r e  h u n g ry  f o r  s t a b i l i ty  a n d  peace^i a n d  who w i l l  r e a c h  f o r  a n y o n e  w ho  

c a n  g ive  i t  to  th e m .  She s a id  the King h a d  a s k e d  h e r  how  sh e  fo u n d  i t  w h en  

she  r e t u r n e d  to G r e e c e ,  an d  she  s a id  " i t  i s  so  s i l e n t " ,

I  s t a y e d  u n t i l  n e a r l y  e v e r y o n e  h a d  gone a n d  e x p r e s s e d  w i th  a  s e n s e  of 

f a i l u r e  m y  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to D o ro th y  an d  A r th u r ,

A nd th e n  I  w e n t  to the  b o w lin g  l a n e s .  E x e r c i s e  i s  m y  a n e c d o te  f o r  m a n y  

th in g s .  A nd  h a d  two q u ic k  g a m e s  an d  b a c k  u p s t a i r s  to w o r k  a t  m y  d e s k ,

I  h a d  in v i te d  the  J a k e  P i c k l e s  f o r  d in n e r  a n d  m e t  w ith  th e m  a n d  B i l l  H ea th ,  

o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t ,  ou t on the  T r u m a n  B a lco n y  a n d  w a tc h e d  th e  fa d in g  d a y .

We h a d  d in n e r  b y  c a n d le  l ig h t  c lo s e  to 10:00 w ith  th a t  i n c o m p a r a b l e  b a c k -

d r o p  o f the  J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r i a l  a n d  the  W ash in g to n  M o n u m en t ,

A nd th en  a b o u t  10;30 L yndon  e x c u s e d  h i m s e l f  an d  w e n t  to  b e d  a b d u c t in g  

J a k e  P ic k le  a n d  le a v in g  B e r y l  a n d  B i l l  an d -J  fo r  a  yaw ning  h a l f  h o u r  o r  so .

T h e n  B i l l  too  s a id  goodn igh t a n d  fe e l in g  a s  d o s e  an d  e a s y  w ith  J a k e  a n d  B e r y l  

a s  I  do, I e x c u s e d  m y s e l f  too  an d  w en t to b ed  f o r  a  ru b  a n d  s o m e  r e a d i n g .

MEMORANDUM
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And presently Luci came in. She had been out to dinner. She curled up 

on the bed beside me and we had one of those long conversations which make 

me jokingly tell her that she is a part time psychiatrist -- the burden of her 

talk being the value of independence and how she had escaped from this House 

and did not depend on the servants or the big black car or even the Secret 

~ - --
Service, and that she was the lucky one among us. With this I agree • I .. - - -- - - - .. -- - - - - - ..... _._ M .. ---- --- . ·-

'\ 

'• SANITIZED 
\\ 

I 

I . 

- . -- - -- - -- ,, 
-

~ 

Anet so to bed close to I :00. 




