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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

Sunday, June 30, 1968 P age  1

Sunday, June 30th, w as  like  m any  s u m m e r  Sundays of th e se  l a s t  f iv e  

y e a r s .  C h u rc h  a t  N ational C ity  C h r is t ia n ,  ca tch ing  up on r e s t ,  re a d in g  

vo lum inous  Sunday p a p e r s  and see ing  the TV in te rv ie w  show s. And in  the 

evening , a  lo v e ly  b o a t  r id e .

I s le p t  la te .  A lu x u ry  and  in s u ra n c e  policy . And then  r e a d  and  r e a d  

and r e a d  w hile  we d ra n k  en u m e ra b le  cups  of coffee fo r  m e  and  tea  fo r  Lyndon,

And then  in  a g r e a t  h u r r y ,  d r e s s e d  an d  le ft  fo r  N ational C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h .

Lyndon c a l le d  b a c k  to a s k  Susan S tevenson to jo in  u s .  It w as  h is  sw ee t  

th ough tfu lness ,

A se n s ib le  s e rm o n  tha t could  r e a c h  ev ery o n e  of our age a t  l e a s t  b y  

D r, G eorge  D avis  on w hat to do when you lo se  a  loved one. And then b a c k  

out the door w ith  th re e  o r  four c a m e r a m e n  r e t r e a t in g  in  f ro n t  of u s ,  * A nd  lo ts  

of Sunday to u r is t#  c a m e r a m e n  on the s id e l in e s  ca ll in g  "C om e th is  w ay,

M r, P r e s id e n t  - shake hands w ith  us  -  I 'm  f ro m  Kansas*' o r  C anada  o r  T e x as ,  

Susan m a r c h in g  down the s tep s  w ith  u s  - -  I  shaking a few h ands  h e r e  and  th e re .  

And Lyndon r e a l ly  r i s in g  to i t  w ith  w a rm th ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  the c h i ld re n .  And |

then  b a c k  into the c a r  and to the seco n d  f loo r  w h ere  Tom Joh n so n  soon  jo ined  |
■■■ ■ ■ i

us and  M r,  .Saul P e t t  who i s  doing a s o r t  of an  in -d e p th  a r t i c l e  on Lyndon, |

He h a d  w r i t te n  an  a m u s in g  l e t t e r  ask in g  Lyndon to u se  h is  in fluence  to  get

an  h o u r  of m y  tim e to co m p le te  h is  in s ig h t  in to  Lyndon. And Susan S tevenson  j
■ ■ . . . • _ ■ i

c a m e  in . We s a t  down fo r  a  good lunch  a cco m p an ied  by the v e r y  d iv e r s e d
r "  j

in te l le c tu a l  a f fa i r  of H u b e r t  H um phrey  on " F a c e  the N ation" . Oh, he got an  A-A , > 

M y  h e a r t  in  m y  m outh  I rode  with h im ^every  s te p  of the w ay. And G eorge . '
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W a lla c e  on "M ee t the P r e s s "  who w as I thought v e r y  effective^voicing  m a n y  

of the fee l in g s  th a t  I  know that a r e  in  the m inds  of people a l l  o v e r  the c o u n try  

and  in d eed  s m o u ld e r  in  the b ack  of m y  m ind . And thought I could  not be  fo r  

h im  now o r  e v e r ,  I found a  l i t t le  b it  of m e c h e e r in g  fo r  h im  b e c a u se  he i s  so
I

u n iv e r s a l ly  cu t to p ie c e s  by a l l  the P r e s s  and  TV. |

And then a f t e r  lunch  I had  a good hour  and  a h a lf  s e s s io n  w ith  M r. Soul P e t t ,  ! 

s o r t  of a p h ilo so p h ica l  a n a ly s is  of Lyndon - - a  p ic tu re  of h is  m ood, w h a t  would ; 

the f i r s t  th re e  m o n th s  out of office be like - -  a  decpcBBaadai d e c o m p re s s io n  ;

c h a m b e r .  What w il l  you m i s s  m o s t?  And l e a s t ?  What do you look  fo rw a r d  

to m o s t  in  r e t i r e m e n t ?  And then  any in s ig h t  on the day of M a rc h  31s t,

i3t«K It w as  e a s y  enough and  a t  t im e s  I thought I did v e r y  w e ll .  And a s  

soon a s  he  le f t  I w en t to the bowling la n e s  and  h ad  th re e  good g a m e s .  Y e s te rd a y  

I  h ad  h ad  30 la p s  in  the pool, I h u n g e r  fo r  e x e r c i s e .  It b a la n c e s  m y  l i fe .

And then b a c k  u p s ta i r s ,  r e s t e d  and  r e a d  a  few m o re  pxgsx  p a p e r s  an d  

ta lk e d  to A sh ton  who w as  g a th e r in g  our  g ues ts  fo r  the evening .

And a t  6;00 they  b eg an  to a r r i v e  in  the Yellow Oval R oom , The J e r r y  

W il l ia m s ,  young a t t r a c t iv e  A u s tin i te s  f ro m  the a c a d e m ic  co m m u n ity  w hom  

I w an t to know b e t t e r .  B il l  W hites  and  M ary ,  Two C ab inet m e m b e r s ,  the 

M a rv in  W atsons  a n d  the A^lan B oyds, G eorge  and  H elen  M ahon an d  th e i r  two 

g ra n d c h i ld re n ,  and  once m o re  Susan Stevenson, And A shton  an d  John,

I took the W il l ia m s  and the Boyds and we le f t  fo r  the b o a t .  Lyndon w as 

s t i l l  in  h is  office  and the r e s t  w e re  to follow.

The T e m p le s  and  the C h r is t ia n s  m e t  us  a t  the Sequoia, and  we s t a r t e d
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loved
off onto w hat is  a  f re q u e n t  and well-iifcejd: sumimer evening e n te r ta in m e n t  - -  

a  b o a t  r id e  down the  P o to m ac .  It w as  a hot, s t i l l ,  beau tifu l,  h eav y  s u m m e r  

even ing  w ith  a  f r a i l  s i lv e r  s ick le  of a  new m oon and  the b r e e z e  on the top deck  

w as  v e r y  w e lc o m e ,

I s e t t le d  down f i r s t  fo r  a  long d is c u s s io n  w ith  A lan Boyd about the

fre e w a y
c o n t ro v e r s y  in  San Antonio on the Rxasx^tojKthat w il l  ru n  th rough  B re c k e n r id g e  

P a r k  if  i t  is  not s topped . It h as  b e e n  b ed ev iled  k w ith  e v e ry  c r o s s - c u r r e n t  of 

co n f lic t  fo r  so m e  6 o r  8 y e a r s  now. D e te rm in e d  c o n s e rv a t io n is ts ,  d e te rm in e d  

h ighw ay e n g in e e r s ,  byfo ld  and  s o m e t im e s  ap e th e t ic  public , and  I  can*t m a k e  

h ead s  o r  ta i l s  of i t .  In g e n e ra l  I th ink  i t ' s  a  sad  thing an d  th a t  the public  

w il l  p ro b a b ly  c o m e  out the lo s e r  and  the f re e w a y  go th rough .

Somehow o r  a n o th e r  h ighw ays have b eco m e a  sym bol of the c iv i l iz a t io n  

of th ese  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s .  They  sp e ll  s u c c e s s ,  they a r e  a s  in v io len t a s  

c h u rc h  a n d  m o therhood  once w e re .

And l a t e r  on I had  a ta lk  w ith  G eorge  M ahon an d  w il l  h im  som e of o u r  

p r o je c t s  - -  tha t i s  giving the boyhood hom e in  Johnson  C ity  to the N a tio n a l  

P a r k  S erv ic e  so m e tim e  a f te r  the new A d m in is t ra t io n  tak es  o v e r .  A p re lu d e  

to so m e  l a t e r  date  when we w ill  give the Ranch and the w hole com plex .

And I h ad  c r e 4 i t  g in g e r ly  w ith  h im  on the B ea u tif ica tio n  B i l l  w h ich  i s  

com ing  up to m o rro w  fo r  an  a b so lu te ly  c r u c ia l  vo te ,  but finding to m y  r e l i e v e d  

and happy  s u r p r i s e  that, y e s ,  he would be fo r  i t  though I e x p e c t  in  a  l im i te d  

way. I thanked  h im  and to ld  h im  how m uch  i t  would m e a n  to m e  but ev en  m o re  

to the nex t g e n e ra t io n  - -  l iv ed  in  and  looked  a t  - -  and hopefu lly  h ad  a  b e a u t i fu l
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c o u n try s id e  to love in  our land .

Then  I had  a  good b r id g e  gam e with F la v i l  Boyd and  H e le n  M ahon 

and  Jo Ann C h r is t ia n .  And d in n e r  s e rv e d  on the TV t ra y s  u p s t a i r s  in  th e  

l ig h t s u m m e r  b r e e z e .

And I c a l le d  P a u l  D r e s s e r  an d  su g g es ted  th a t  we go a s  f a r  a s  Mt. V e rn o n  

and  have the c e r e m o n y .  We a r r i v e d  a t  the p e r fe c t  appo in ted  m o m en t,  su n se t .  
■

The ,d e id i c a l le d  u s ,  the m i l i t a r y  stood a t  a t ten t io n  sa lu ting  s m a r t ly ,  a n d  

the r e s t  of us  e r e c t  and  g ra v e ,  looking a t  G eorge W ash ing ton’s w hite  h o u s e  

on the h i l l .  How w e ll  th e se  founding f a th e r s  chose  th e i r  h o m e s i t e s .  A n d  in 

the p la in t if f  h e a r t  f illing  n o te s ,  taps  on the  s u m m e r  a i r  and  ev e ry b o d y  w i th  

h is  own thoughts . It w as  a few m o m e n ts  to r e m e m b e r .

A f te r  d in n e r  we saw a  f ilm  on the P r e s id e n t i a l  m onth  of June - -  the  b e s t  

I 'v e  s e e n  ye t.  And then  we docked  abou t 10:00 and  w e re  soon  h o m e , h a d  

a  m a s s a g e  a n d  w ent to s le e p  e a r ly .


