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Som e d a y s  h av e  th e i r  h a r v e s t  of h o p e .  T h is  one d id  w i th  the  s ig n in g  of 

a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  T r e a t y  in  the E a s t  R oom  a t  11:30.

F i r s t ,  in  the  m o r n i n g  I r e c o r d e d  a n d  th en  w e n t  to the  L in c o ln  S i t t in g  R oom  - -  

m y  now  f a m i l i a r  m e e t in g  p la c e  - -  to s e e  S im one  a n d  P e r r y  W olff, a  T V  

d o c u m e n ta r y  p r o d u c e r  who d id  M r s .  K e n n e d y 's  "W a lk  T h ro u g h  the  W h ite  H o u s e ” . 

F r a n k  S tan to n  h a d  s u g g e s te d  th a t  th e y  m ig h t  w a n t  to f i lm  m y  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  w a lk  

th ro u g h  the  f a m i ly  q u a r t e r s  - -  the s e c o n d  f lo o r  of the W hite  H o u se  - -  w h ic h  

w o u ld  show  how  th is  -House i s  u s e d  a n d  l iv e d  in  b y  one f a m i ly  in  the  m i d - 1 9 6 0 s .

I t  w a s  a  c u r io u s ly  d e f la t in g  m e e t i n g s .  M r .  W olff h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  w i th  S im one  

a n d  h a d  s e e n  the  ro u g h  m o v ie s  done b y  the W hite H ouse  s ta f f  h e r e  o f  th e  T r e a ty  

R o o m  a n d  h e  h a d  r e a d  m y  s c r i p t  - -  j u s t  s p o n ta n e o u s  t a lk  — a b o u t  th e  o th e r  

r o o m s .

I  h a d  the fe e l in g  th a t  h e  d id  n o t  th in k  m u c h  of i t  a n d  w a s  r e l u c t a n t  to  . 

e n g ag e  in  the  p r o j e c t .  He e n d e d  on the n o te  th a t  h i s  t im e  w a s  c o m p e l l in g ly  

f u l l  u n t i l  S e p te m b e r  1s t,  a n d  th a t  i f  w e  w e r e  going to do  i t  r i g h t  a n d  he  d id  

w a n t  to  do i t  he  s a id  - -  h e  w ould  l ik e  to w r i t e  ou t a  p r o p o s a l  a n d  w e w o u ld  plan  

to  do i t  in  S e p te m b e r .  I ' d r a t h e r  do i t  the  h o m e m a d e  v a r i e t y  th a n  n o t  a t  a l l .

A n d  i t s  b e in g  on  the  a i r  i s  n o t  w h a t  m a t t e r s  to m e .  I ts  b e in g  th e r e  f o r  m e  to 

r e m e m b e r  a n d  lo o k  a t  a n d  a l l  o u r  f r i e n d s  an d  the  J o h n s o n  L i b r a r y  a n d  m a y b e  

s c h o l a r s  of the f u tu r e ,  f o r  th is  p e r s o n a l ,  w a r m ,  h o m e  p a r t  of the  W h ite  H ouse  

i s  n o t  know n. T h i s  w o u ld  be  a  f i r s t  in  i t s  w ay  - -  a  v e r y  s m a l l  w a y  g r a n t e d .

MEMORANDUM



MEMORANDUM

C

C -

THE W HITE HOUSE I

1 ^  W A S H I N O T O H  ^  „  '  !M o n d a y ,  J u ly  1, 1968 P a g e  2

J u s t  b e f o r e  11:30 I w e n t  dow n to m e e t  L yndon  a t  the e l e v a t o r  a n d  we 

m a r c h e d  in to  the  E a s t  R oom  w ith  th a t  fe e l in g  of s o m e th in g  m o m e n to u s  

h a p p e n in g  th a t  h a s  so  o f ten  a c c o m p a n ie d  m e  x its  in to  th is  ste<ra&cst r o o m  

of a l l .  M r .  W olff w a s  s o m e w h e r e  i n  the  a u d ie n c e .  A nd so  s u r p r i s i n g l y  

w a s  V i r g in i a  H o w a rd  H a m il to n  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  c h i ld r e n .  Y e a r s  ag o  

s h e  h a d  b e e n  m a r r i e d  to L e o 's  so n  w ho h a d  d ie d ,  a n d  h e r  f a m i ly  h a d  b e e n  

a  p a r t  of m y  c h i ld h o o d  a n d  g ro w in g  up y e a r s .

So to d ay , a s  so  o f ten , the s i m ple  a n d  the  s w e e t  m e t  w i th  the  m o m e n to u s  a n d  

w o r ld - s h a k in g  in  th is  H o u se .  It w a s  a  d r a m a t i c  s e t t in g .  T h e  r o o m  w a s  j a m m e d  

f u l l  of s p e c t a t o r s  a n d  th e r e  w a s  a s  m u c h  p r e s s  a n d  TV  a s  c o u ld  c r o w d  in . The^ 

ta b le  f r o m the  T r e a t y  R oom  h a d  b e e n  b ro u g h t  down, a n d  t h e r e  s a t  the  Sovie t 

A m b a s s a d o r  D o b ry n in  a n d  then  B r i t a i n ' s  S i r  P a t r i c k  D ean , a n d  th e n  W il l ia m  C. 

F o s t e r ,  o u r  D i r e c t o r  of A r m s  C o n tro l  a n d  D i s a r m a m e n t ,  a n d  th e n  D e a n  R u s k  

a n d  th e n  L y n d o n  to o k  h i s  s e a t  a n d  a  fu l l  b a t t e r y  of c a m e r a s  w e r e  u p o n  th e m .

B u t  a l l  a c r o s s  the  w ho le  E a s t  w a l l  o f  the  E a s t  R oom  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i

o f  o th e r  N a t io n s .  I
- ■ •  iI

D e an  R u s k  ta lk e d  a n d  th e n  S i r  P a t r i c k  D ean  a n d  th e n  D o b ry n in .  T h e r e  i s  ' 

a lw a y s  a  l i t t l e  r u s t l e  of e x c i t e m e n t  i t  s e e m s  to  m e  w h en  h e  r i s e s .  A n d  th e n  i

j

L y n d o n . He s a id  th is  T r e a t y  i s  the m o s t  im p o r t a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t  \

s in c e  the  b e g in n in g  of a  n u c l e a r  a g e .  T he  g i s t  of i t  w a s  th a t  the  U n i te d  S ta te s  

a n d  B r i t a i n  a n d  the  S o v ie t  U nion  a s  w e l l  a s  58 n o n - n u c l e a r  n a t io n s  s ig n e d  t h e  

T r e a t y  to  p r o h ib i t  the  s p r e a d  of n u c l e a r  w e ap o n s  a n d  i t  h a d  b e e n  in  n e g o t i a t io n  j 

f o r  s ix  y e a r s .  A n d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  the s a m e  s o r t  of c e r e m o n y  w a s  g o in g  on a t
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the s a m e  t im e  in  M o s c o w  a n d  in  L ondon .

B u t a t  th e  end  c a m e  the m o s t  m o m e n to u s  s t a t e m e n t .  L y n d o n  a n n o u n c e d  

th a t  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  a n d  th e  S ov ie t  U nion  h av e  a g r e e d  to  b e g in  t a lk s  i n  the  

n e a r e s t  fu tu r e  on the  l im i t a t i o n  a n d  r e d u c t io n  of o f fen s iv e  n u c l e a r  m i s s i l e s  

a n d  a n t i m i s s i l e  s y s t e m s .  He h a d  f i r s t  b r oach e d  the s u b je c t  in  a  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  

to K h ru s h c h e v  in  J a n u a r y  of '6 4 .  T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a n  e x c h a n g e  e v e r  s i n c e .

A nd  f in a l ly ,  now, a  b r e a k th r o u g h .  When  an d  w h e r e  the t a lk s  w o u ld  s t a r t ,  

we do n o t x E O w :  know . B u t a t  l e a s t  a  b eg in n in g  h a s  h x  b e e n  m a d e  a n d  m a y b e  

in  y e a r s  to  c o m e ,  w e ' l l  lo o k  b a c k  on th i s  day  a s  the tu rn in g  p o in t  in  th e  n u c l e a r  

d e c a d e s .

H e  to o k  ou t s o m e  i n s u r a n c e .  D is c u s s io n  of th is  m o s t  c o m p le x  s u b j e c t  

w i l l  n o t  b e  e a s y .  T h e y  h a v e  no i l lu s io n s  th a t  i t  w i l l  b e .  I  know  the  s tu b b o r n  

p a t i e n t  p e r s i s t e n c e  i t  h a s  r e q u i r e d  to g e t  th is  f a r .  I  know the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  th a t  

l i e  a h e a d .  I  know  the  f e a r s ,  s u s p ic io n s  a n d  a n x ie t i e s  w e s h a l l  h a v e  to  o v e r c o m e .  

B u t  s t i l l ,  i t  w a s  a  m o m e n t  of h o p e .

W hen  i t  w a s  o v e r  w e w e n t  in to  the  B lue  R oom  f o r  a  r e c e iv in g  l in e ,  a n d  

a l l  o f  the  A m b a s s a d o r s  f i l e d  b y  f i r s t  w ith  c o n g r a tu la t io n s  a n d  a  f e e l in g  o f  

w a r m t h  a n d  of s o m e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .

A nd  a s  A r t h u r  a n d  D o ro th y  G o ld b e rg  c a m e  by , she  s a id ,  " T o d a y  w a s  

w o r t h  le a v in g  th e  C o u r t  f o r . " A nd I f e l t  a  pang.

G e o rg e  M cG h ee , f r e s h  b a c k  f r o m  G e rm a n y ,  c a m e  b e a m in g  dow n th e  l in e .

I  th a n k e d  h im  fo r  sen d in g  m e  the  T r e a t y  a  copy  of i t  - -  b e tw e e n  B a r o n  

von  M e a s e b a c h  a n d  h i s  G e r m a n s  a n d  the  In d ian s  a t  F r e d r i c k s b u r g ,  a n d  h e  s a id
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" F a r m e r s  D e l ig h t"  w a s  b e a u t i fu l  a n d  w o u ld n 't  w e c o m e  ou t .  I  h u g g e d  

V i r g in i a  a n d  a l l  h e r  f a m i ly  w hen  th e y  c a m e  by . A nd  then  w e a l l  w e n t  in to  

the S ta te  D in ing  R o o m  f o r  r e f r e s h m e n t s .  L y n d o n  h a d  gone u p s t a i r s  w ith  the 

C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  A m b a s s a d o r s  a n d  C o v ey  O l iv e r  a n d  A ngie  D uke . B u t I 

c i r c u l a t e d  fo r  a  good 20 m in u te s  u n t i l  the  g u e s t s  w e r e  d r i f t in g  a w a y .

A n d  th e n  c lo s e  to 1:00 I  w e n t  u p s t a i r s  fo r  a  h a m b u r g e r  on  a  t r a y  in  m y  

r o o m .  A nd  th e n  once  m o r e  dow n to the  B lu e  R o o m,  (How q u ic k ly  th is  H o u s e  

h a s  to c h an g e  i t s  f a c e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  m e e t in g s )  to r e c e iv e  the  I n t e r n a t io n a l  

C o n s u m e r s  C o m m i t t e e  - -  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  - -  g a t h e r e d  

h e r e  to  d i s c u s s  c o n s u m e r  p r o b l e m s .  B e t ty  F u r n e s s  i s  t h e i r  W a s h in g to n
1

h o s t e s s .

T h e n  b a c k  to  the  S ta te  D ining R o o m  once  m o r e  f o r  r e f r e s h m e n t s  a n d  

m in g l in g .

U s u a l ly  I t r y  to pu t m y s e l f  in to  a  r e c e iv in g  l in e  w i th  a l l  of the  v iv a c i ty  and

o u tg o in g  w a r m t h  a n d  i n t e r e s t  I  c a n .

F i n a l l y  t h e r e  c o m e s  a  t im e  w h en  you  a r e  a  ro b o t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  so

m a n y  w h o s e  la n g u a g e s  I co u ld  n o t  s p e a k ,  w h o se  p r o b le m s  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n  I

d id  n o t  know  a b o u t ,  I found  m y s e l f  b e in g  s im p ly  m e c h a n ic a l  a n d  l e f t  w i th  a

d i s s a t i s f i e d  f e e l in g  t h a t  I  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a  good h o s t e s s .

A nd  th e n  dow n to the b a s e m e n t  fo r  a  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  m e e t in g  w i th  B e s s

^  a n d  J im  K e tch u m  a n d  M r .  W es t  an d  a  young  la d y  w ho h a d  done a n  e n o r m o u s

 ̂ lo t  of r e s e a r c h .  We w e r e  in  the  r o o m  w h e r e  L u c i ' s  w ed d in g  p r e s e n t s  h a d

b e e n  s p r e a d  o u t  in  the  s u m m e r  of '66  a n d  L y n d a 's  in  D e c e m b e r  o f  '6 7 .  A nd
C h in a

now  t h e r e  sb s p r e a d  o u t the  50 d e s se r t  p l a t e s  th a t  go w i th  the  J o h n s o n  /  s e r v i c e .

MEMORANDUM



MEMORANDUM

(
THE W HITE HOUSE

W A S H I N G T O N

 ̂ M on d ay , J u ly  1, 1968 P a g e  5

a n d  a n  im p o s in g  a r r a y  of b o t a n i c a l  b o o k s  - -  a n c ie n t  a n d  m o d e r n ,  r a r e  

a n d  e x p e n s iv e ,  a n d  e v e r y d a y  l ik e  o u r  l i t t l e  "R oadside  F lo w e rs  of T e x a s ".

V/e to o k  the  p l a t e s  a lp h a b e t i c a l ly  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  s e v e r a l  p r i n t s  of e a c h  

S t a t e ' s  f lo w e r  - -  the  v io le t ,  th e  g o ld en  ro d ,  the dogw ood. T h e  h a r d e s t  of 

a l l  w a s  the  D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia 's  A m e r i c a n  b e a u ty  r o s e  b e c a u s e  w e x s  a r e  

a t t e m p t in g  to m a k e  th is  d e l i c a te ,  a i r y  and  e le g a n t .  We l a b o r e d  fo r  n e a r l y  

two h o u r s ,  d e b a t in g ,  c h o o s in g ,  ch an g in g .  B u t m o s t  of the  c r e d i t  g o e s  to 

B e s s  a n d  to  the  young w o m a n  w ho h a d  fc®c done the  e n o r m o u s  a m o u n t  of 

r e s e a r c h  of c o l le c t in g  thes e b o o k s  a n d  s ta n d in g  b y  e lbow  tu rn in g  f r o m  the  

( r h o d o d e n d ro n  in  one b o o k  to the  rh o d o d e n d ro n  in  a n o th e r  b o o k  a n d  s t i l l  a n o th e r .

T h e  d e s e r t  p l a t e s  h a v e  tu r n e d  ou t to be  a  job . If we c a n  g e t  th e m  a l l  h a n d -  

p a in te d ,  i f  the  r e s u l t s  t u r n  ou t a s  p r e t t y ,  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  b o ta n i c a l  p r i n t s ,  i t  

w i l l  b e  a  p r o u d  day .

T h e  r e s t  o f  th e  a f te rn o o n  I  w o rk e d  w i th  A sh to n  a n d  r e c o r d e d .  A n d  then  

w e n t  to the  bo w lin g  l a n e s  f o r  two q u ic k  g a m e s  a n d  th e n  b a c k  u p s t a i r s  a n d  

c h a n g e d  in to  m y  b e ig e  l a c e  to  go to RgSXrX P e r l e  M e s t a ' s  f o r  j u s t  a  b r i e f  

3 0 - m in u te  d r o p in  - -  a  c o c k ta i l  b e f o r e  d i n n e r .  She h a d  w r i t t e n  u s  th a t  she 

w a s  h a v in g  a  s m a l l  p r iv a te  p a r t y  in  h o n o r  of T o m  a n d  M a r y  C la r k .

W hen I  s to p p e d  b y  L y n d o n ’ s o ff ice  he  h a d  a  s t a c k  of w o r k  a n d  d i d n ' t  see  

how  h e  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  le a v e  u n t i l  9 :00 w h ich  w ould  be too l a t e .  So I w e n t  a lo n e .

T h e n  a s  I  w a lk e d  in to  the  S h e ra to n  P a r k  t h e r e ,  p r iv a t e  o r  n o ,  w a s  a  

' p h o to g r a p h e r  a n d  D o ro th y  M c C a r d le .  My h e a r t  san k .  I t  i s  so  p l e a s a n t  to

b e  a b le  to  go  o u t  on  a n  e v e n in g  q u ite  p r iv a te ly ,  j u s t  f o r  fun .
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It was a small gathering in Perle's. apartment. The Dale Millers, the 

Jake Pickles, Lindy and Hale, Senator Ellender. I circled the room, had 

a drink, some light and pleasant talk and then left before I thought it was 

time for them to go into dinner. 

Dorothy McCardle and the photographer were still there. 

X: Back at the White House I had a rub, and in the middle of it Lyndon 

came in -- close to 10:00. But that hostile instrument -- the telephone --

summoned him before we could go to the table and it was nearly 11 :00 "\~en 

we had dinner and then to bed. 

The second most important news of the day was that Lynda heard from 

Chuck -- her first letter in two weeks -- a short one. He said he had returned 

from a mission to find a big stack of mail. He had only time to read two or 

three letters, write her the short one, stµff a few more into his pocket and 
. -- - --· 

leave on another mission. She has been cheerful, normal, busy, 

SAN1'1'lZBl) 
-

-




