MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE.

WASHINGTON .

Tuesday, July 2, 1968 = ‘ ... Pagel

Luci's 21st birthday —.- _Tﬁesday, iuly 2 -- w‘as a. fﬁli busy day.

In the morning I l;xad’a. meeting with Simone and T(_)mfny Atkiris; A?t
Winfer'fei’f;:.iﬁm and George Berghol’fz» in the W;est- Hall on the script
of ''"Crossing the Trails of Texas'', I‘t_ibs going to B_e a good film, and bé.tter
fdr us putting our heads together t;.»n it ahead of time.

We have now begun very late in the day a month or so ago an earnest,

" hard effort to get all of the cooperatidn from the West side about scheduling

the knowledge of important events and all of the evaluation and. careful

scrutiny of me, Simone, Liz, to make these laét 10 'of 12 monthly i_'ilms and

these probébly last two trip films of mine as high calibex; as possible. 1 Jgroan
that Qe didn't Begin it two yéars ago wh'en the lfih:fn proéram began.,

Next I worked with Ashtoﬁ a;t the desk, and then a Brief, .amusing brea.icto
go _down to the North Portic.o}as C‘ongreséma.-n Jack Brooks had jﬁ.;.t driven uf:

in a pickup truck containing 50 magnolia seedlings about three feet high that

had been germinated with seeds from my old home —r; the Elms -~ and carefully

raised by Mr, l'Pinkus.in the Capitol greenvhouse. And now he was.bfihg_ing
them down to me to g.ive- away't_o friends. . F‘urfny mar;, J'é.ck. Shrewd, tc;ugh,
a battler and yet a lfond..néss for antiques aﬁd forests. -

| Back'upstairs I met with ﬁgl;in Duke in the Yellow Ovai Room and 5001;1‘
wi'tlfx Angie/ and we reviewed the Laﬁin Ameriéan trip, gifts, iﬁy progr;un,
biogréphie-s of the .pri;mcjpais ;- the‘Chiefs of State of the 5 coﬁntries .ai:vmd

their Ambassadors. - And went over the prdgrérh in Texas step by step.
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Then I lunched on a Itray in my room. Some time in the afternoon I :
called Lu.ci‘—— I don't rem ember jué't when, but I do relmembex.'_her voice,
happy, hurried, not time enough to talk to me but too r.espectfuil to say so,.
.All signs of .a.dulthood. I said all my love and goodbye;quickly.

L&pda(waslthere and in geod spirits and she (dei) was much relieved
about her -~ that much I did gather.

. Then I signed mail in the afternoon, saw a film on President Truman

in the theatre. It was done by the Wolper Firm who is working on one about

Lyndon to be shown on Lyndon's birthday at the Convention and will then

become the property of the Library. It was good enough, but not quite,as' good
as the Bud Benjamin one on FDR I thought.

And then a little session with Jim Ketchum in his office and back upstairs

. to work with Ashton, interrupted close to 4:30 by a hurried call to go down to

the South grounds with Lyndon to weleome the Westmorelands. I get these
calls-at all times of the day on a moments notice. Its a challenge to have

combed hair and lipstick,

The helicopter settled down and the General stepped out -~ one of those

fascmat1ng men I have met in five years here -~ and his dehghtful little @ K\T‘.»(

by his s:.de. ‘

We went up to the West Hall and ha.d refreshments and talked a.nd Walt

. Rostow cam e over bringing Andre Meyer with whom Lyndon had an appointment,

- They 11ngered and we all talked for awhile, and then Lyndon went back to his

office w1th Andre and I took the WEStmorelands to the thlrd floor to the room
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that they have used several times.
| It wasb a blusy d.ay. The phone ringing every moment, the desk still
piled high. Bu‘t I §vas making éorﬁe inroadél on it,
The Henderson Shufflers came at 6:00, and we h.a.d a delightful visit -

in the Yellow Room. He is the real creator and guiding spirit of a Texan

Hall of Culture. And if the_Lyndon Johnson Library turns :out its exhibits

as well as thatAdoes iWill rise up and cheer. All of us talked at SHERm abogt
the exhibit -- how great it is - and I éspécially cpngratulé.ted him on the
section on Negro culture.

Anci he told me a deli‘ghétful little story about a Ne_gro lawyer hamAebd ‘

George Waéhington, Jr. whom he had m'et. and befriended a good many years

~ago. And when he found himself faced having to put together this exhibit he

called on George Washington, Jr. who was of an estimable help in doing

research and in seeking out Negro families in Texas, f/e.had old records,

old pictures that would add the artifacts to the story that Henderson Shuffler

wanted to tell, He would have probably never have had access to them or

: knbvviedge-of them otherwise,

It was a hot, sflultry summer day and a storm was brewing outside.
And as we sat and talked in the Yellow Room there was the most glorious

drama outside -~ great black clouds with lightning knifing thz}ough and

. thunder crashing across the heavens, It was a beautiful vista to watch

the Washington'Monument and the Jefferson Memorial against this display.
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Anothef dis_plgy will take place beginning tomorrow on the mall, and it

is for this t;ha.t E;Ienders‘on Shuffie:; has come to'tc‘awz‘l. | A Shov;r of folk vmusi‘é, :
folk art, hanciicrafts --a iarge part of it by Texans on the Ma.ll.‘ Cné of Dillion
Dipley's plané to bring thg Mall t6 life, |

: When the Shufflers left, I went to tﬁe bowling lanes and had 3 quick
games ari1d' then came back and invited the .Westmox;elands to come dan and
join me for drinks,

We had a few mommn ents of that personal sort of talk that I don't get t o do

that when ybu are stationed in some Far Eastern place you're likely to have
quite a few servants and the house well taken. care of. And what a cha.ngé it
is when .you> come back to the United States and don't have it. - |

Sh.e‘wa.s waiting for the General ir; Honolulu doing all of her own cooking
and clea.ning. ;And.he returned'frorn‘ Saigon with a.v vi‘si'ting General or two,
and as they talked he called out, "Bring in sornve cold béérs pleaée. " And in
between shqving the steaks in a_tfxd setting the table she brought the cold beers
in, Pretty soon he asked for some more. And then at-thé. end of ‘the evening
as thejsgid gboabye, she said‘just a minute Ge,nefal, putting her two little : i
hands together in the gesture of eastern servé.nts, "Number 1 boy must opén.doox;i"'

She must be a joy to ‘1ive wiéh -~ pretty, hufnorous,. capabie and strbng. '

And then I thaﬁked theﬂ}éneral for taking Ljnda Biré.‘s cookies t‘o'.Chuck‘

and he got a sort of a baffled expression on his face and then he roared with =
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.any address on them and I had lots of packages and I didn't know who they

were for. - So we opened them and ate them.,"

Presently, Lyndon came in and the talk shifted to the more substantive _

matters.  General Westmoreland said there is an entirely new dimension

for a Commanding General these déys because of the press. He must spend
hours clearing up misconceptions, explaining things. The press becomes. a
part of his job,

" We talked of Bunker, and ‘abéolutely everybody that I know rates as A

vnumbe.r 1 of General Taylor and Buzz Wheeler -~ the whole picture of the .

g

miliﬁé.ry aind‘ the government. General Westmoﬁ:elahd 'said, "Some of my
decisions necessarily Ein part in the field of diplomacy and politics.!'! That

too is inevitable in this sort of war -~ this new thing. "TQ my great_ pleasure

he told Lyndon, "I have gotten to work on that history for yoﬁ. I 6ught to have

‘it finished in two or three weeks,' Iam sure this must be something for the

Library. How this war has looked for the -- is it four years? -~ that General :

Westmoreland has been over there. How it looks to the eyes of one most

' qualified to know, It should be a very importanvt contribution yearsv from now.

Lyndon went to his night reading at 11:00, and I to bed and a rub.
- And it was only later -- several days later --'that I realized for the first

time in 13 years I had passed Jﬁly 2nd without a feeling. of trium’ph; a sigh of

c relihef, a quiet congramlations to' Lyndon that another year® had gone by in

good health after his heart attack on July 2nd, in '55. -

I had simply forgotten it, _ The shadow has _recede&.




