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L u c i 's  2 1 s t  b i r th d a y  - -  T u esd ay ,  Ju ly  2 - -  w as  a  fu ll  b u sy  day .

In the in o rn in g  I h ad  a m e e t in g  w ith  Simone and T o m m y  A tk in s ,  A r t  

W in te r fe ldt. teii€BB«*§» an d  G eorge  B erg h o ltz  in  the W est H a ll  on the  s c r i p t  

of " C ro s s in g  the T r a i l s  of T e x a s " ,  It i s  going to be a  good f i lm ,  and  b e t t e r  

fo r  u s  putting  o u r  h ead s  to g e th e r  on i t  a h ead  of t im e .

We h ave  now begun v e r y  la te  in the day a m onth  o r  so  ago an  e a r n e s t ,  

h a r d  e f fo r t  to ge t a l l  of the c o o p e ra t io n  f ro m  the W est s ide  about sch ed u lin g  

the knowledge of im p o r ta n t  even ts  and a l l  of the ev a lu a tio n  and, c a r e fu l  

s c ru t in y  of m e ,  S im one, L iz ,  to. m ake  th ese  l a s t  10 o r  12 m o n th ly  f i lm s  a n d  

th e se  p ro b ab ly  l a s t  two t r ip  f i lm s  of m in e  as  h igh  c a l ib e r  a s  p o s s ib le .  I  g ro an  

th a t  we d id n 't  b eg in  i t  two y e a r s  ago w hen the f ilm  p ro g ra m  b eg an .

N ext I  w o rk e d  w ith  A sh ton  a t  the d e sk ,  and  then a  b r ie f ,  a m u s in g  b r e a k  to 

go down to the N o rth  P o r t ic o  a s  C o n g re s s m a n  Ja c k  B ro o k s  h ad  ju s t  d r iv e n  up 

in  a  p ickup  t ru c k  con ta in ing  50 m ag n o lia  seed lin g s  about th re e  f e e t  h igh  th a t  

h a d  been  g e rm in a te d  w ith  seed s  f ro m  m y  old hom e - -  the E lm s  - -  and  c a r e fu l ly  

r a i s e d  by M r.  P in k u s  in  the C ap ito l  g re e n h o u se .  And now he w as  b r in g in g  

them  down to m e  to give aw ay to f r i e n d s .  Funny m an . J a c k .  Shrew d, tough, 

a  b a t t l e r  an d  y e t  a  fon d n ess  fo r  a n tiq u es  and f o r e s t s .

B ac k  u p s ta i r s  I m e t  w ith  Robin Duke in the Yellow O val Room  an d  so o n  

w ith  Angie and  we re v ie w e d  the L a tin  A m e r ic a n  t r ip ,  g if ts ,  m y  p r o g r a m ,  

b io g ra p h ie s  of the p r in c ip a ls  - -  the C hiefs  of State of the 5 c o u n t r ie s  a n d  

th e i r  A m b a s s a d o r s .  And w en t o v e r  the p ro g ra m  in T e x as  s te p  b y  s te p .
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T h en  I lunched  on a  t r a y  in  m y  ro o m . Some tim e  in the a f te rn o o n  I 

c a l le d  L u c i - -  I d o n 't  r e m e m b e r  ju s t  when, bu t I do r e m e m b e r  h e r  v o ic e ,  

happy , h u r r i e d ,  no t t im e  enough to ta lk  to m e  b u t  too r e s p e c t fu l  to sa y  so .

A ll  s ig n s  of adu lthood . I s a id  a l l  m y  love and  goodbye qu ick ly .

Lynda w as  th e re  and  in good s p i r i t s  and she (Luci) w as m u c h  r e l ie v e d  

ab o u t  h e r  - -  th a t  m u ch  I did g a th e r .

T h en  I s igned  m a i l  in  the a f te rn o o n ,  saw a f ilm  on P r e s id e n t  T r u m a n  

in  the th e a t r e .  It w as  done by the W olper  F i rm  who is  w ork ing  on one abou t 

Lyndon to be  shown on L y n d o n 's  b i r th d a y  a t  the Convention  and  w il l  th en  

b e c o m e  the p r o p e r ty  of the L ib r a r y .  It w as  good enough, bu t not qu ite  a s  good 

a s  the Bud B en jam in  one on FDR I thought.

A nd then  a  l i t t le  s e s s io n  w ith  J im  K etchum  in  h is  office and  b a c k  u p s ta i r s  

to w o rk  w ith  A shton, in te r r u p te d  c lo se  to 4:30 by  a  h u r r i e d  c a l l  to go dow n to 

the South g rounds  w ith  Lyndon to w e lco m e the W e s tm o re la n d s .  I ge t th e se  

c a l l s  a t  a l l  t im e s  of the day  on a  m o m e n ts  n o tice .  I ts  a  ch a llenge  to h av e  

c o m b e d  h a i r  and  l ip s t ic k .
• • { 

T h e  h e l ic o p te r  s e t t le d  down and  the G e n e ra l  s tep p e d  out - -  one of th o se
. ■ . • I

fa sc in a t in g  m e n  I have m e t  in  five y e a r s  h e re  - -  and h is  de ligh tfu l l i t t l e  Kitsy  i

b y  h is  s id e .  !
• I

' ■ ■ . ' i 

We w en t up to the W est H all  and  had  r e f r e s h m e n ts  and  ta lked , an d  W alt

R o s to w  c a m e  o v e r  b r in g in g  A ndre  M ey er  with whom Lyndon h a d  an ap p o in tm en t .  |

T h e y  l in g e re d  and  we a l l  ta lked  fo r  aw hile , and then Lyndon w en t b a c k  to  h is

office w ith  A ndre  and  I took the W e s tm o re la n d s  to the th i rd  f lo o r  to the ro o m
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tha t they have  u s e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s .

It w as  a  b u sy  day . The phone r ing ing  e v e ry  m o m en t,  the d e s k  s t i l l  

p i le d  h igh . But I w as  m ak ing  som e in ro a d s  on it .

T he  H e n d e rso n  Shuffle rs  cam e  a t  6:00, and  we h ad  a  de ligh tfu l  v i s i t  

in  the Y ellow  Room . He is  the r e a l  c r e a t o r  and guiding s p i r i t  of a  T e x an  

H a ll  of C u l tu re .  And if the Lyndon Johnson  L ib r a r y  tu rn s  out i t s  e x h ib i ts  

a s  w e l l  a s  th a t  does  I  w ill  r i s e  up and c h e e r .  A ll of u s  ta lk ed  a t  o n c e  about 

the ex h ib it  - -  how g r e a t  i t  i s  - -  and  I e s p e c ia l ly  c o n g ra tu la te d  h im  on the 

s e c t io n  on N egro  c u l tu re .

A nd he to ld  m e a  de ligh tfu l l i t t le  s to ry  about a  N egro  la w y e r  n a m e d  

G eorge  W ashing ton , J r .  whom he h a d  m e t  and b e f r ie n d e d  a  good m a n y  y e a r s
V

ago . And when he found h im s e l f  faced  having to put to g e th e r  th is  e x h ib i t  he 

c a l le d  on G eo rg e  W ashington , J r .  who w as  of an  e s t im a b le  h e lp  in  doing  

r e s e a r c h  and  in  seek ing  out N egro  f a m il ie s  in  T e x a s ,  h ad  old r e c o r d s ,  

o ld  p ic tu re s  tha t w ould  add the a r t i f a c t s  to the s to r y  that H e n d e rso n  Shuffler 

w an ted  to te l l .  He w ould have p ro b ab ly  n e v e r  have had  a c c e s s  to th em  o r  

knowledge of them  o th e rw ise .

It w as  a  ho t,  s u l t r y  s u m m e r  day and a  s to rm  w as  b re w in g  o u ts id e .

And a s  we s a t  and  ta lk ed  in  the Y ellow  Room th e re  w as the m o s t  g lo r io u s  

d r a m a  ou ts ide  - -  g r e a t  b la c k  clouds w ith  lightning knifing th rough  a n d  

th u n d er  c r a s h in g  a c r o s s  the h e a v e n s .  It w as  a  b eau tifu l  v i s t a  to w a tc h  

the W ashing ton  M onum ent and  the J e f fe r s o n  M e m o r ia l  a g a in s t  th is  d isp la y .
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A n o th er  d isp la y  w il l  take p lace  beginning  to m o rro w  on the m a l l ,  a n d  it 

i s  fo r  th is  th a t  H e n d e rso n  Shuffler h a s  com e to town. A show of fo lk  m u s ic ,  

fo lk  a r t ,  h a n d ic ra f t s  - - a  l a r g e  p a r t  of i t  by Texans on the M all .  One o f Dill ion  

D ip le y 's  p lan s  to b r in g  the M all to life .

When the S huff le rs  le f t ,  I  w ent to the bowling la n e s  an d  had  3 q u ick  

g a m e s  an d  then cam e b ack  and in v ited  the W e s tm o re la n d s  to co m e  down and 

jo in  m e  fo r  d r in k s .

We h a d  a few m o m e n ts  of th a t  p e r s o n a l  s o r t  of ta lk  th a t  I  d o n 't  g e t  to do 

w hen  Lyndon i s  a ro u n d .  K itsy  to ld  an  a m u sin g  s to r y  abou t life  in  the m i l i t a r y  

th a t  w hen  you a r e  s ta t io n ed  in  som e F a r  E a s t e r n  p la c e  you’r e  l ik e ly  to have 

q u ite  a  few s e rv a n ts  and  the h ouse  w e ll  taken  c a r e  of. And w h a t a  change  i t  

i s  w hen you com e b a c k  to the  U nited  S ta tes  and  d o n 't  have i t .

She w as  w ait ing  fo r  the G e n e ra l  in  Honolulu doing a l l  of h e r  own cooking 

and  c lean in g .  And he r e tu rn e d  f ro m  Saigon w ith  a v is i t in g  G e n e ra l  o r  two, 

an d  a s  they  ta lk e d  he c a l le d  out, "B r in g  in  som e cold  b e e r s  p le a s e ." A nd in 

b e tw een  shoving  the s te a k s  in  and  se tt in g  the table she b ro u g h t the c o ld  b e e r s  

in . P r e t t y  soon he  a s k e d  fo r  som e m o re .  And then a t  the end  of the even ing  

a s  they  s a id  goodbye, she s a id  ju s t  a  m inu te  G e n e ra l ,  putting h e r  two l i t t le  

h ands  to g e th e r  in  the g e s tu re  of e a s t e r n  s e rv a n ts ,  "N u m b er  1 boy  m u s t  open d o o r ."

She m u s t  be a joy to live  w ith  - -  p re t ty ,  h u m o ro u s ,  c a p ab le  and  s t ro n g .

And then  I thanked  the Ge n e ra l  fo r  taking Lynda B i r d 's  co o k ies  to  C huck 

and  he got a  s o r t  of a  b a ff led  e x p re s s io n  on h is  face  and  then  he  r o a r e d  with 

l a u g h te r  and  sa id ,  "T h o se  cook ies  s u re  w e re  good." He sa id ,  " T h e r e  w a s n 't
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any  a d d r e s s  on them  and  I had  lo ts  of p ack ag es  an d  I d id n 't  know who th ey  

w e r e  fo r .  So we opened them  and  a te  th e m ."

P r e s e n t ly ,  Lyndon cam e  in  and the ta lk  sh if ted  to the m o r e  su b s ta n t iv e  

m a t t e r s .  G e n e ra l  W e s tm o re la n d  s a id  th e re  i s  a n  e n t i r e ly  new  d im e n s io n  

fo r  a  C om m anding  G e n e ra l  th ese  days b e c a u se  of the p r e s s .  He m u s t  spend  

h o u rs  c le a r in g  up m isc o n c e p tio n s ,  exp la in ing  th ings .  The p r e s s  b e c o m e s  a 

p a r t  of h is  job.

We ta lk e d  of B u n k er ,  and  a b so lu te ly  everybody  th a t  I  know r a t e s  a s  A 

n u m b e r  1 of G e n e ra l  T a y lo r  an d  Buzz Whe e le r  - -  the whole p ic tu re  of the
J

m i l i t a r y  and  the g o v e rn m e n t.  G e n e ra l  W e s tm o re la n d  sa id ,  "S om e of m y

 d e c is io n s  n e c e s s a r i l y  a re in  p a r t  in  the f ie ld  of d ip lo m acy  an d  p o l i t i c s . " T h a t 

too is  in e v ita b le  in  th is  s o r t  of w a r  - -  th is  new thing. To m y  g r e a t  p le a s u r e  

he to ld  Lyndon, " I  have go tten  to w o rk  on th a t  h i s to r y  fo r  you. I  ought to have 

i t  f in ish e d  in  two o r  th re e  w e e k s ,  ” I am  s u re  th is  m u s t  b e  so m eth in g  fo r  the 

L ib r a r y .  How th is  w a r  h a s  looked  fo r  the - -  i s  i t  fo u r  y e a r s  ? - -  that G e n e ra l  

W e s tm o re la n d  h a s  b een  o v e r  th e r e .  How i t  looks to the e y e s  of one m o s t  

q u a lif ied  to know. It should  be a  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  c o n tr ib u t io n  y e a r s  f ro m  now.

Lyndon w en t to h is  n igh t re a d in g  a t  11:00, and  I to b ed  and  a  rub .

And i t  w as  only l a t e r  - -  s e v e ra l  days  l a t e r  - -  tha t I r e a l i z e d  fo r  the  f i r s t  

t im e  in  13 y e a r s  I had  p a s s e d  Ju ly  2nd without a  fee ling  of t r iu m p h ,  a  s igh  of 

r e l ie f ,  a  q u ie t  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to Lyndon tha t a n o th e r  y e a r  h ad  gone b y  in 

good h e a l th  a f te r  h is  h e a r t  a t ta c k  on Ju ly  2nd, in  '55.

I  h a d  s im p ly  fo rg o t te n  i t .  The shadow h a s  re c e d e d .


