
S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  6 th , b e g a n  a t  5:15 a n d  I  l e a r n e d  w h a t  su n u p  lo o k s  l ik e  on 

th e  m i d s t  of the  m o rn in g .  T h e  sk y  w a s  s t i l l  d a r k  w i th  j u s t  the  f i r s t  l i g h t  

c o m in g  up  in  the  E a s t .  I t  w a s  a  b e a u t i fu l  p h e n o m en o n ,  b u t  one I  d o n ' t  h a v e  

the  h e a r ty h o o d  to r e p e a t  o ften .

B y  6 : 00 I  w a s  r e a d y  fo r  M r s .  B u rg  who o b l ig in g ly  c a m e  o v e r  a t  th a t  

f a r m e r ' s  w ife  h o u r  a n d  gave  m e  a  c o m b -o u t .

A nd w i th  L y n d o n  a n d  the s ta f f  - -  J im  a n d  L a r r y  an d  Ma£i?9 5 >c M a r i e ,  Y o lan d a , 

an d  M a r y  R a t h e r ,  w e le f t  b y  c h o p p e r  f o r  R a n d o lp h  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e .

L u c i  w a s  a l r e a d y  on A i r  F o r c e  I - -  a  n e a r  m i r a c l e  b e c a u s e  s h e  l i k e s  to  

s l e e p  u n t i l  11:00.

B u t  f r o m  th is  m o m e n t  on th ro u g h o u t  the  t r i p  she  w a s  the  m o s t  d e l ig h t fu l  

t r a v e l in g  c o m p a n io n  - -  a lw a y s  on  t im e ,  in  a  good h u m o r ,  m a k in g  h e r  h o s t s  

b e a m ,  a n d  te l l in g  h e r  D addy  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  how  t h r i l l e d ,  how  g r a t e f u l  sh e  w as  

to b e  a lo n g .

F o r  y e a r s  sh e  h a s  r e c i t e d  the  t r i p s  th a t  L y n d a  B i r d  h a s  b e e n  on a n d  en d ed  

up  b y  s a y in g ,  "W an t to h e a r  how  m a n y  t r i p s  I 'v e  b e e n  o n ? ”

I t o t t e r e d  on ce  to the  b e d ro o m  a n d  t r i e d  u n a v a i l in g ly  to s l e e p .

A n d  r ig h t  on t im e  A i r  F o r c e  I  s a t  down a t  San S a l v a d o r , E l  S a l v a d o r  - -  

a  b e a u t i f u l  a i r p o r t  w ith  a  w a r m  a n d  e n th u s i a s t i c  c ro w d .  B a n n e r s ,  b a n d s ,  

r e d  c a r p e t ,  w e lc o m in g  f lo w e r s ,  m u s i c i a n s  in  n a t iv e  c o s t u m e s  - -  the  w h o le  

f a m i l i a r  p o m p  a n d  p a g e a n t r y  of a n  a i r p o r t  w e lc o m in g  c e r e m o n y .  P r e s i d e n t  

S an ch ez  of E l  S a lv a d o r  w a s  s h o r t ,  th in ly ,  e n th u s i a s t i c  - -  s t a y e d  r i g h t  b y  

' j L y n d o n 's  s id e  the  w h o le  t im e  - -  a n d  in d e e d  th ey  w e r e  a  p a i r  - -  one  so s h o r t
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a n d  one so  t a l l .  M r s .  S a n ch ez  spoke  on ly  S p an ish  a n d  th a t  e c s t c a t o  te m p o .

O u r  o n ly  A m b a s s a d o r ,  R a u l  C a s t r o ,  lo o k e d  m o r e  L a t in  than  a n y b o d y  t h e r ^  

spoke  e x c e l l e n t  S p a n ish .  A n d  he a n d  h i s  w ife  w e r e  b o th  " ta k e  c h a r g e "  p e o p le .  

V e r y  c o m p e te n t  I  though t.

We w e r e  e s c o r t e d  in s id e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  r e c e iv in g  l in e .  T he  BaiidscjDtadx; 

D ip lo m a t ic  C o rp s  f i l e d  by . It s e e m s  to  m e  th a t  I  h av e  n e v e r  b e e n  to a  c o u n t r y  

w h e r e  th e r e  w a s n ' t  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of C h in a  - -  T a iw a n  th a t  i s .  I t ' s  a  f a i r l y  

l a r g e  C o r p s  f o r  s u c h  a  s m a l l  c o u n t ry .  A nd of c o u r s e  a  c o n t in g e n t  of 

G o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia l s  a n d  th en  L y n d o n  w e n t  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  S an ch ez  a n d  I  

w e n t  w i th  M r s .  S an ch ez  a n d  M r s .  C a s t r o  a n d  w e d ro v e  in  a  lo n g  m o t o r c a d e  

w i th  the  o th e r  P r e s i d e n t i a l  c o u p le s  - -  the  T r e j o s  o f  C o s ta  R ic o ,  w hom  we

k new  f r o m  th e i r  r e c e n t  v i s i t  to  W ash in g to n , the S o m o z a s  of N ic a r a g u a ,  w i th

. S e v i l la  S a c a s a  p ro u d ly  in t r o d u c in g  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  the Lopez Arellanos of 

G u a te m a la .  I  g a th e r e d  in  a d v a n c e  th a t  h e  w a s  th e  l e a s t  c o o p e r a t iv e  of the  

g r o u p . A nd  he  of H o n d u ra s .

A long  the  r o u te ,  the c ro w d s  w e r e  th ick ,  s m i l in g ,  c h e e r in g ,  sh o u tin g .  

A nd  th e r e  w e r e  b a n n e r s  feuoadx s t r e t c h e d  a c r o s s  the s t r e e t  w e lc o m in g  e a c h  

of the  f iv e  p r e s i d e n t s .

M r s .  C a s t r o  k e p t  e y e in g  the s iz e  of the  c ro w d  w ith  th a t  fe e l in g  I know  

so  w e l l  a n d  e x p r e s s i n g  h e r  s a t i s f a c t io n  on i t .  Y e s ,  i t  w a s  b ig g e r  th a n  th e y  

 ̂ h a d  h a d  w h en  D iaz  O rd a z  h a d  c o m e .  I t  w a s  the b ig g e s t  c ro w d  in  f a c t  th a t

s h e  h a d  e v e r  s e e n th e r e .  T h e r e  w as  e v e n  a  s ig n  o r  two w e lc o m in g  L u c i .

I w a v e d  i n d u s t r i o u s ly  out the w indow  the w ho le  t im e ,  a l th o u g h  I  d o n ' t
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th in k  a n y b o d y  e v e r  knew  w ho I  w a s  b e c a u s e  the. c a r  w a s  n o t  m a r k e d .

Most of the s ig n s  s a id  "V en  v o n i ta s "  r e f e r r i n g  to the  n a m e  of the  v i s i t i n g  

P r e s i d e n t  of the  g ro u p  th a t  w a s  w e lc o m in g  h im .  T h e r e  w a s  o n ly  one sh a d o w  

a lo n g  the  w a y .  A s w e p a s s e d  a  b u i ld in g  th a t  a p p e a r e d  to b e  a  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e  

w e r e  p e o p le  s ta n d in g  on th e  s t e p s  w ith  a  b a n n e r  w i th  w o r d s  I  c o u ld  n o t  r e a d  

e x c e p t  one - -  " V ie t  C o n g " .  I knew  th a t  w a s  b a d .  N obody d id  o r  s a id  a n y th in g  

th a t  I  saw .

C o n s e q u e n t ly  i t  w a s  h a r d  to  r e c o g n iz e  the  h o u r s  r i d e  th a t  I  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  

i n  w h en  I r e a d  the  W ash in g to n  p a p e r  the  n e x t  d a y  w h ic h  h e a d l in e d :  " P a i n t  

Tos s e d  on J o h n s o n 's  C a r "  a n d  a  f o u r - c o l u m n  p i c tu r e  o f  th e  V ie t -C o n g  s i g n  

a n d  in  s m a l l  l e t t e r s  be lo w , "b u t  m o s t  c h e e r  h is  a r r i v a l  in  E l  S a lv a d o r "  .

T h i s  i s  the  age  of the  d i s s e n t e r .  So o f ten  I a m  r e m i n d e d  of w h a t  L y n d o n  

to ld  the  p r e s s  one  d a y .  "Y o u r  b u s i n e s s  i s  to s t a r t  a  f ig h t  -  m y  b u s i n e s s  i s  

to  s to p  o n e ."

We a r r i v e d  a t  I n t e r c o n t in e n t a l  H o te l  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  10:00 a n d  h e r e  w e  w e r e  

s u p p o s e d  to j u s t  r e s t  b r i e f l y  a n d  th en  g e t  in to  a  b u s  w ith  a l l  of the  F i r s t  L a d ie s  

a n d  le a v e  on  a  t r i p  in to  the c o u n t r y  w ith  M r s .  S an ch ez  a s  o u r  h o s t e s s .  I t  

d id n ' t  p ro v e  th a t  e a s y .  F iv e  L a t in  A m e r i c a n  F i r s t  L a d ie s  a r e  h a r d  to  

c o r d in a t e .  In d eed , M r s .  S a n c h ez  w a s  r i g h t  b y  m y  s id e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  

n e r v o u s  a s  a n y  h o s t e s s  w o u ld  be a t  the  d e la y  w h ich  w e n t  on  a n d  on . W ell ,

I  k e p t  r ig h t  on t r y in g  to r e a s s u r e  h e r  th a t  i t  d id n ' t  m a t t e r  - -  w e 'd  g e t  s t a r t e d  

s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r .
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T h e r e  w a s  m u c h  t a lk  a b o u t  w h e th e r  to g e t  on th e  b u s  a n d  go on w i th o u t  

th e m  a n d  th e y  c o u ld  jo in  u s  f o r  lu n c h  l a t e r  o r  n o t .  M r s .  L o p e z  A r e l l a n o  

of G u a te m a la  c a m e  in  a n d  m a d e  h e r  a p o lo g ie s .  She w o u ld  n o t  b e  go ing  w i th  

u s .  She d id  n o t  f e e l  v e r y  w e l l .  .

A n d  f in a l ly  a f t e r  a n  e l e v a to r  h a d  s t a l l e d  a n d  a  few  m o r e  m i s a d v e n t u r e s ,  

w e d id  m a k e  o u r  w a y  to the  b u s .

M r s .  S a n c h ez  a n d  M r s .  C a s t r o  a n d  I, w ith  a  fu m in g  L iz  a l r e a d y  h a r a s s e d , 

a n d  a n o th e r  le n g th y  d e la y ,  w h ile  t h e r e  w e r e  su p p o se d ly  e f f o r t s  to  g e t  in  to u c h  

w i th  M r s .  S o m o z a ,  M r s .  T r e j o s  a n d  th e  w ife  of the  P r e s i d e n t  o f  H o n d u r a s .

A n d  I  p a s s e d  m y  t im e  r e s p o n d in g  to the  w a r m th  of the  p e o p le  o u ts id e  w ho 

k e p t  on s m i l in g  a n d  w a v in g  f la g s  a n d  p r e s s i n g  th e i r  h a n d s  u p  to w a r d  the  w indow  

w h ic h  I  o p e n e d  a n d  sh o o k  h a n d s  w ith  a s  m a n y  a s  I  c o u ld  a n d  d id  e n u m e r a b l e  

a u to g r a p h s  - -  o n ly  to f in d  m y s e l f  f a r  ou tdone  by  L u c i  a t  e v e r y  t u r n  w h o s e  

w a r m t h  e n c h a n te d  the  c ro w d .

A n d  a b o u t  11:30, s t i l l  m in u s  s o m e  of the F i r s t  L a d ie s ,  we s t a r t e d  o u t .

T h e  t r i p  h a d  b e e n  a r r a n g e d  b y  L iz  w ho h a d  h e r s e l f  a d v a n c e d  th i s  o n e ,  a n d  sh e  

h a d  e a r n e s t l y  s e a r c h e d  f o r  the  th in g s  th a t  I e n jo y  m o s t .  A n d  w e  d id  t h e m .

W e  w e r e  d r iv i n g  s o m e  40 o r  so  m i l e s  ou t in to  the  c o u n t r y  to  the  w e e k e n d  h o m e  

o f P r e s i d e n t  a n d  M r s .  S a n c h ez .  I  th in k  i t  w a s  a c tu a l ly  a  s o r t  of s u m m e r  

W hite Ho u s e .

T h e  c o u n t r y  w a s  b e a u t i fu l  - -  the  m o s t  v e r d a n t  g r e e n  - -  s t e e p  m o u n ta in s ,  

lu s h  l i t t l e  v a l l e y s .  I  s a w  m y  f i r s t  r e a l  co ffee  p la n ta t io n  - -  d a r k ,  l u s t r o u j ^  

g r e e n ,  b u s h e s  o r  s m a l l  t r e e s  a b o u t  10 o r  15 f e e t  h ig h  a n d  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  

a n o t h e r  t r e e  - -  s l im  t r u n k ,  i t s  l im b s  s p r e a d  ou t in  a n  u m b r e l l a  s h a p e  p r e c i s e l y
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f o r  the  p u r p o s e  of sh ad in g  i t .  C o ffee  m u s t  g ro w  in  s h a d e ,  I  am  to ld .  A n d  

th e s e  b a l s a m s  t r e e s  h a v e  b e e n  found  to be  the  b e s t  s h a d e .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  n a t iv e .

T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  im p o r te d .  I t  w a s  a  b e a u t i f u l  s ig h t  - -  v e r y  d e n s e  a n d  v e r y  j

g r e e n  - -  a p p a r e n t l y  c a r e f u l ly  a t t e n d e d  - -  e a c h  co ffee  t r e e  lo a d e d  w i th  b e r r i e s .  |

I t  w a s  a p p a l l in g  to th in k  th a t  e a c h  one of th o s e  b e r r i e s  w h en  i t  w a s  r i p e  i

w a s  p ic k e d  b y  h an d .  |

M r s . C a s t r o  to ld  m e  th a t  the  h a r v e s t  s e a s o n  b e g a n  in  e a r l y  O c to b e r  a n d
■ '  -  ■ '  i  

w e n t  on f o r  two o r  th r e e  m o n th s  and  th a t  s c h o o l  l e t  ou t a t  th a t  t i m e  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  i

w o r k e d .  A nd  th a t  i s  one  of the  p la g u e s  of the  c o u n t ry .  I t  i s  v e r y  m u c h  a  |

o n e - c r o p  e c o n o m y .  A nd w h e n  the h a r v e s t  s e a s o n  i s  o v e r  t h e r e  i s  the  s p e c t e r

' i
o f  u n e m p lo y m e n t .  I t  i s  a  lu s h  c o u n t r y  a n d  e v e r y th in g  g ro w s .  P i n e a p p l e s ,

.  ,  . ■ .  I

b a n a n a s ,  a l l  s o r t s  of p a lm s ,  w i ld  r u b b e r  t r e e s ,  an d  h i l l s i d e s  on  w h ic h  c o r n  I

i s  p la n te d  th a t  i s  so  s te e p  th a t  you  w o n d e r  w hy the  m a n  w o rk in g  i t  d o e s n ' t  i

f a l l  dow n a n d  b r e a k  h i s  n e c k .  I

T h a t  i s  a n o th e r  p r o b le m  of th e  c o u n t ry .  E r o s io n  w a s h e s  a l l  the  to p s o i l  

a w a y .  T h e  G o v e rn m e n t  t r i e s  to d i s c o u r a g e  p lan t in g  th e s e  h i l l s i d e s  - -  the ■

p e o p le  m u s t  e a t .  T h e i r  d ie t  i s  p r in c ip a l ly  b e a n s  a n d  r i c e .

O u r  w a y  w e w e r e  t r a v e l in g  the  P a n  A m e r i c a n  H ighw ay  — l e d  th r o u g h  

l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s ,  p itifu l, d i r t y  w a t e r  ad o b e  h o u s e s  p l a s t e r e d

on  the  c a n e ,  M r s .  C a s t r o  to ld  m e ,  w ith  t i le  r o o f s .  S om e o f th e m  w e r e  j u s t  

th a tc h e d .  T h e  s t r e e t s  w e r e  fu l l  o f  h u n g ry  lo o k ing  dogs  a n d  n e a r l y  n a k e d  l i t t l e
'

c h i l d r e n .  L iz  s a id  the  b e s t  S ta te  g if t  w e  co u ld  b r in g  them  w o u ld  b e  th e  lo o p .
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A long  the  v i l l a g e  s t r e e t s ,  s e l l e r s  o f  f r u i t s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  c h ic k e n s ,  h a d  

t h e i r  l i t t l e  s t a l l s  a r r a n g e d .  A nd in  one p a r t  I  s a w  a  w o m a n  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  

a  sh o p  w i th  a  l iv e  c h ic k e n  t ie d ,  c a r r y i n g  i t  by i t s  fe e t ,  w i th  a  s a c k  of g r o c e r i e s .

B u t  m o s t l y  o u r  w a y  le d  th ro u g h  th e  c o u n t r y s id e .  T h e r e  w e r e  f r u i t s  

g a lo r e :  p a p a y a ,  c o c o n u ts ,  b a n a n a s ,  f i e ld s  of s u g a r  c a n e ,  a n d  m a n g o  t r e e s .

I  long  ag o  d e c id e d  th a t  the  m a n g o  w a s  the m o s t  w id e ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r u i t  o v e r  

th e  L o r d ’s e a r t h .

T h e r e  w e r e  o ld  f a m i l i a r  f lo w e r s  su c h  a s  h ib i s c u s  a n d  bougainvillea a n d  q u e e n s '  

w r e a t h .

M r s .  C a s t r o  to ld  m e  th a t  the c o u n t ry  w a s  a l iv e  w i th  b lo o m in g  p o i n s e t t a s ,  

r e d  a n d  w h i te ,  a t  C h r i s t m a s  t im e  an d  i t  w a s  a  jo y  to s e e .  T h e y  g r o w  w i ld .

We w e r e  w in d in g  up  a l l  the  t im e  f r o m  c lo s e  to s e a  l e v e l  a t  the  c a p i t a l  c i ty  

to  s o m e  s e v e r a l  th o u s a n d  f e e t  a t  the la k e  w h ich  w a s  o u r  d e s t i n a t io n .  I t  w a s  

b e a u t i fu l  s c e n e r y  - -  so  l u s h  a n d  g r e e n  a n d  I  found  the p la n t  l i f e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

T h e r e  w e r e  m a h o g a n y  t r e e s  a n d  ebony . A nd an y th in g  w o u ld  g ro w , e v e n  th e  

f e n c e  p o s t s .  Y ou co u ld  s e e  a  fen ce  l in e  th a t  h a d  s p r o u te d  so  th a t  i t  lo o k e d  

a s  m u c h  l ik e  a  h ed g e  a s  a  f e n c e .

A n d  so , though  i t  i n t e r e s t e d  m e ,  i t  a p p a l l e d  m e  b y  the  e n o r m i t y  of i t s  

p r o b l e m s .  So l i t t l e  la n d  th a t  co u ld  be  c u l t iv a te d  - -  th e  r i c h  g r e e n  v a l l e y s  - -  

the  la n d  h e ld  u s u a l ly  in  l a r g e  p la n ta t io n s  c a l l e d  f in k o r s  b y  w h a t  a r e  c a l l e d  

the  f o u r t e e n  f a m i l i e s  - -  now  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  th a n  th a t  a n d  m u c h  i n t e r m a r r i e d .

N ex t to co ffee  the  c r o p s  a r e  s u g a r  c an e ,  p in e ap p le  a n d  s o m e  c a t t l e  r a n c h e s .  

■VVe p a s s e d  |b y  one  - - a  f i e ld  fu l l  of b ro w n  S w iss  c a t t l e  t o t a l l y  u n f a m i l i a r  to  m e .



m e m o r a n d u m

T h e r e  w e r e  ox c a r t s  a lo n g  th e  r o a d  lo a d e d  w ith  w ood  o r  v e g e ta b l e s .

A nd  e v e r y  p e r s o n  you sa w  w a s  c a r r y i n g  s o m e th in g .  A ll  the  w o m e n  c a r r i e d  

i t  on  t h e i r  h e a d s  in  a  b a s k e t .  A nd t h e r e  w a s  the  u b iq u i to u s  b u s  th a t  I  h a d  

c o m e  to  know  so  w e l l  in  M ex ico  - -  the  l i f e l in e  of the c o u n t ry  i s  s e e m s .  I t  

m a k e s  a  r e g u l a r  s c h e d u le ,  s to p p in g  a t  b r i e f  i n t e r v a l s .  A nd i t  h a s  a  b ig  r a c k  

on  top  a n d  a l l  the  f a r m e r s  th a t  c a n  a f f o r d to, p i le  onto  i t ,  p u t  t h e i r  g o o d s  in  

the  r a c k  on top a n d  h e a d  f o r  the  m a r k e t p l a c e .

I  a s k e d  M r s .  C a s t r o  w h a t  the  w ag e  w a s ,  a n d  sh e  s a id  50c p e r  d a y  a n d  th a t  . 

you  p a id  $24 a  m o n th  f o r  ax u K ^ k  m a id .  And a t  $40 a  m o n th  h e r  b u t l e r  w a s  

. p r o b a b ly  the  b e s t  p a id  s e r v a n t  in  the  c i ty .

A n d  so  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  to  c h e e r  you  ab o u t  the  p e o p le  though  the  c o u n t r y  

i t s e l f  w a s  b e a u t i f u l .  P e r h a p s  one c h e e r in g  s ig h t  w a s  e n u m e r o u s  s c h o o l s .

She to ld  m e  th a t  the  A l l ia n z a  p a r a  el  p r o g r e s s o  h a d  b u i l t  2500 s c h o o l r o o m s  

in  th i s  l i t t l e  c o u n t ry .

One o f the m o s t  d i s c o u r a g in g  s ig n s  I saw  in  the  s m a l l  v i l l a g e s

w e  p a s s e d  - -  w h ic h  a l l  h a d  p l a z a s  of c o u r s e  w i th  t r e e s  a n d  b e n c h e s  an d  o ld  

fo lk s  r e s t i n g  a n d  young fo lk s  c o u r t in g  - -  tha t  so m e  of the p l a z a s  h a d  b e e n  tu rn e d  j

in to  p a r k in g  lo t s .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  g u t te d  o f  th e i r  t r e e s  a n d  b e n c h e s ,  a n  e n t r a n c e

'  •  ̂ ■ i 
s t r e e t  p u t  in ,  the  i n t e r i o r  f i l l e d  w i th  r a t h e r  s a d  iaaEafes:looking v i n ta g e  c a r s .  |

W hat a  b lo w  f o r  the  c h a r m ,  w h a t  l i t t l e  th e r e  w a s ,  of th e s e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s .

So w h en  w e l e f t  the  v a l l e y  we m a d e  a  s to p  th a t  L iz  h a d  p la n n e d  f o r  m y  !

e s p e c i a l  b e n e f i t .  Off the  h ig h w ay  a  b i t   we h a d  s e e n  w h a t  a p p e a r e d

to  b e  h u m m o c k s  c o v e r e d  w i th  g r a s s .  We b o u n c ed  a c r o s s  th e  f i e ld ,  w e  s to p p e d  ;

THE WHITE HOUSE
^  W A S H I N O T O H

S a tu rd ay , Ju ly  6, 1968 P ag e  7



(

c

THE W HITE HOUSE 
S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  6, 1968 w a s h i n G t o N P a g e  8

a n d  go t o u t  a n d  w a lk e d  a n d  a s  w e go t c lo s e  to th e m , w e saw  t h a t  there h a d  

b e e n  e x c a v a t io n  w o r k  on a t  l e a s t  two o f th e m . T h e r e  we m e t  th e  archaeologist 

w h o  sp o k e  e x c e l l e n t  E n g l i s h  a n d  w a s  I  th in k  a n  A m e r i c a n  a t t a c h e d  to a  

U n iv e r s i t y  in  E l  S a l v a d o r  an d  who h a d  a b o u t  25 y e a r s  a g o  done  the 

a r c h e o lo g ic a l  e x p lo r a t io n  h e r e .  T h e y  h a d  gone on ly  so f a r ,  t h e y  h a d  no 

m o n e y  to  c o n t in u e  w ith  w h a t  they  h a d  found. T he  p eo p le  th a t  h a d  l iv e d  h e r e  

lo n g  b e f o r e  C o lu m b u s  h a d  h a d  s o m e  k in s h ip  to th e  A z te c s  a n d  to  the  M ay a n s  

a n d  p ro b a b ly  h e  s a id  h a d  b e e n  a b o u t  5 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  in h a b i t in g  th i s  v a l l e y  - -  

c l o s e  to  the s a m e  n u m b e r  th a t  a r e  l iv in g  in  i t  now . T h e r e  w e r e  c a r v i n g s  of 

p a r r o t s  a n d  s e r p e n t s  l in k in g  th e m  to th e  p y r a m id s  in  M ex ic o .

W hat h a d  w ip e d  th e m  out w e c o u ld  n o t  s a y  - -  w h e th e r  a n  in v a d in g  t r i b e  

o r  a n  e p id e m ic .

B u t t h e r e  w a s  a  b a s k e t  of a r t i f a c t s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  p ic k e d  up  on  the s p o t  

a n d  the c o l l e c t o r  h a d  b r o u g h t  th em  f o r  u s  to lo o k  a t .  L i t t l e  th in g s  th a t  m ig h t  

h a v e  b e e n  h o u s e h o ld  g u a r d s  o r  toys  f o r  c h i ld r e n  o r  s o m e  v e s s e l s  f o r  e a t in g  

o r  s t o r a g e  - -  n e i t h e r  v e r y  s o p h i s t i c a te d  o r  b e a u t i fu l .  B u t a l l  w i th  a u r a  of 

a g e  a n d  m y s t e r y  th a t  k n i t  y o u r  im a g in a t io n .

We w e n t  on  f r o m  the p a s t  to the fu tu r e .  An a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i m e n t a l

s c h o o l  w h ic h  w e  to u r e d  w i th  th e  D i r e c t o r .  T h e y  h av e  a l l  s o r t s  of c i t r u s  f r u i t s  - - 

a p p le s ,  l e m o n s ,  g r a p e f r u i t s  - -  a l l  s o r t s  of v e g e ta b le s .

A nd w e s to p p e d  in  a  sh ad y  sp o t  fo r  a  l i t t l e  w e lc o m in g  c e r e m o n y  w i th  a l l  

the  l i t t l e  b o y s  w ho a r e  s tu d y in g  t h e r e  a n d  to  h av e  r e f r e s h m e n t s  of c o c o n u t  m i lk  

w h ic h  I  d r a n k  h o p e fu l ly  an d  b r a v e ly .
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T h e s e  b o y s  I  a m  to ld  w e r e  s tu d y in g  to b e c o m e  w h a t  w e in  th is  c o u n t ry  

c a l l  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  a g e n t s "  w ho w en t ou t in to  the c o u n t ie s  to  t e a c h  the  f a r m e r s  

how  to r a i s e  b e t t e r  s to c k  a n d  c r o p s  a n d  v e g e ta b le s .  . I  c a n ' t  th in k  o f a  tdox 

th in g  th a t  c o u ld  m e a n  m o r e  to  th is  c o u n t ry .

T h e y  w e r e  s i l e n t ly  w a tc h in g  u s ,  so  I  w a lk e d  r i g h t  up to th e m  a n d  t r i e d  

to t a lk  , d a r in g  to  s p e a k  a  l i t t l e  S p a n ish ,  g e t t in g  the i n t e r p r e t e r  to  t e l l  them  

how  i m p o r t a n t  I though t t h e i r  w o r k  w a s  a n d  hop ing  th a t  th e y  w e r e  le a r n ing  i t  

w e l l  a n d  l e a r n in g  to  t e a c h  i t  w e l l .

A n d  I  f e l t  good  a b o u t  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  t r i p .

A nd  th e n  w e ro d e  on, a s c e n d in g  m o r e  s te e p ly ,  c o m in g  in  v ie w  f in a l ly  

"  of a  b e a u t i fu l  c r a t e r  la k e  - -  c l e a r ,  lo v e ly  w a t e r ,  r i m m e d  a l l  a r o u n d  b y  the

s te e p ,  d r a i n - c l a d  m o u n ta in s .

M r s .  C a s t r o  to ld  m e  th a t  the  b o t to m  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  found , t h a t  t h e r e  is  

a  c u r io u s  l e g e n d  of s o m e  e v i l  f o r c e  of  s t r e n g th  - -  p e r h a p s  t h e r e  i s  a n  u n d e r  

tow  a  o r  a  s w i r l  o u t  in  th e  m id d le .  B u t  m a n y  p eop le  h av e  d ro w n e d ,  th a t  

o c c a s io n a l l y  w h e n  a  p la n e  h a s  b e e n  l o s t  in  th e  la k e  i t  c o u ld  n e v e r  b e  found .

I t  i s  the  c r a t e r  of a  v o lc a n o .  A nd  how  d e e p  in to  the b o w e ls  of the e a r t h  i t  

g o e s ,  n o  one k n o w s .  A nd  though  i t  w a s  b e a u t i fu l  i t  w a s  a l s o  r a t h e r  s a d  to m e  

b e c a u s e  I  d id  n o t  s e e  p eo p le  s w im m in g  o r  b o a t in g  o r  f i s h in g  on  i t .

We d ro v e  up  a t  the  g a te  o f  the S an ch ez  h o m e  .and I  a s k e d  i f  I  m ig h t  walk^

^ th e r e b y  p r e c ip i t a t i n g  a  m in o r  Kkx c r i s i s  b e c a u s e  i t  a p p e a r e d  i f  I  w a lk e d

e v e r y b o d y  o b l ig e d  to  w a lk  - -  the  l a s t  th ing  I  w a n te d .  B u t I  h a d  b e e n  r id in g  

f o r  so  lo n g  a n d  I w a n te d  to s e e  the  c o u n t r y  a t  c l o s e r  r a n g e .  A nd  I  u n d e r s to o d



th a t  i t  w a s  n o t  e v e n  a  q u a r t e r  of a  m i le  to the  h o u s e .

So ou t w e  got, s o m e  of the  l a d i e s  in  h ig h  sp ik e  h e a l s ,  b u t  i t  w a s  m y  

f a v o r i t e  q u a r t e r  h o u r  of the  day . F o r  one th ing  I h a d  p a s s e d  one of the 

w o m e n  (I h a d  s e e n  so  m a n y  a lo n g  the r o a d) w ho w a s  c a r r y i n g  a  b ig  s t r a w  

b a s k e t  on h e r  h e a d  fu l l  of s l i c e s  of p in e a p p le s ,  l i t t l e  c a k e s ,  th in g s  to s e l l  

to the  p e o p le  w ho r id e  the  b u s e s  - -  t h e r e  a r e  no  H ot Shoppes  a lo n g  the  w a y  - -  

the  n u m e r o u s  fJjysc f l ies d id n ' t  s e e m  to b o th e r  an y b o d y . I  s to p p e d  a n d  ta lk e d  

to  h e r  a n d  a s k e d  h e r  i f  sh e  w o u ld  show  m e  how  she  b a la n c e d  i t  so  n i c e l y .

She to o k  i t  off. T h e r e  w a s  fo ld e d  up  on h e r  h e a d  a  s o r t  of a  p a d  - -  p e r h a p s  

i t  w a s  a  j a c k e t  o r  a n  a p r o n  - -  a n d  on i t  the  l a r g e  a n d  r a t h e r  h e a v y  b a s k e t  w a s  

b a la n c e d .  A nd  s h e  w a lk e d  g r a c e f u l ly ,  p ro b a b ly  f o r  m i l e s  and  mi l e s .  B u t  

n o b o d y  s e e m s  to w a lk  i f  th e y  c a n  h e lp  i t .

A nd  I  a m  s u r e  m y  h o s t e s s  c o n s id e r e d  m e  b i z a r r e  a n d  e c c e n t r i c .  T h e  

w a y  l e d  n e a r l y  s t r a i g h t  up  a f t e r  aw h ile  b e tw e e n  to w e r in g  ju n g le  l ik e  t r e e s  - 

feaai m a n g o  a n d  r u b b e r  I th in k  s o m e  of th em  w e r e .  B u t  h e r e  in  th i s  h i g h e r  

l a n d  f a m i l i a r  p ine  t r e e s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d .  A nd th e n  t h e r e  w a s  the  h o u s e  o f  the 

f a m i l y  of o u r  h o s t e s s ,  M r s . S a n ch ez ,  h e r  m o t h e r ,  s e v e n  of h e r  c h i l d r e n .

T h e y  g a th e r e d  ou t on the  t e r r a c e .  We w e r e  o f f e re d  S co tch  o r  a  s o f t  d r in k .

W e  lo o k e d  a t  the  v ie w .

A nd then  the F i r s t  L a d ie s  took  th e i r  s e a t s  to g e th e r  an d  a l l  of the  o th e r  

g u e s t s  s e t t l e d  on the sh a d e d  t e r r a c e  ab o v e  la k e  C o ta p e c k i  a n d  w e w e r e  s e r v e d  

a  lu n c h  of t u r k e y  a n d  h a m  a n d  a  s o r t  of c u r r i e d  r i c e  d ish .

A nd th e n  w h e n  the  d e s e r t  c o u r s e  c a m e  i t  w a s  d is h  a f t e r  d i s h  of s w e e t s  tha t
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c a m e  b y  a n d  e a c h  one I  th o ugh t w a s  the  on ly  one . A t r a y  of t a r t s  a n d  s o m e  

b r i g h t  c o lo r e d  m i n i a t u r e d  s t r a w b e r r i e s  a n d  p e a r s  - -  a l l  s o r t s  of l i t t l e  th in g s  

m a d e  of a lm o n d  p a s t e  a n d  g la z e d  in  s u g a r e d  f r u i t s  a n d  n u ts .

A n d  fina lly ,  a n d  of c o u r s e  a  p r o d u c t  of the c o u n t ry ,  E l  S a l v a d o r  c o f fe e ,  

q u i te  d e l ic io u s .

I h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  a  n e c k la c e  - -  e a c h  of the  g u e s t s  h a d  - -  m a d e  o f  co f fe e

b e a n s .  I  h a d  p r o m p t ly  pu t m in e  on. A nd  one of the l a d ie s  h a d  b r o u g h t  u p  a  

b r a n c h  f r o m  a  co ffee  t r e e  lo a d e d  w ith  th e  l i t t l e  b e r r i e s ,  g r e e n  now , tu rn in g

*
in to  b r o w n  a n d  p u r p le  l a t e r  I  w a s  to ld .  A n d  the w o rk  lo o k e d  i n f i n t t e l y  h a r d e r

 ̂ ^  of p ic k in g  th em  one b y  one , e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  th e y  r ip e n e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s
f '■

a n d  you h a d  to  go b a c k  a n d  p ic k  a n d  c h o o se  a g a in  a n d  a g a in .

I s a t  c lo s e  to M r s .  S o m o za  w h o se  E n g l is h  w a s  a s  good a s  m in e  - -  v e r y  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  v e r y  p r e t t y ,  w e a r i n g  a  l a r g e  d ia m o n d  r in g .  She h a d  t r a v e l e d  a  

g r e a t  d e a l  s h e  s a id  - -  to E u r o p e ,  in  th e  S ta te s .  A p p a re n t ly  h a d  l iv e d  o n ly  a  

p a r t  o f  the  t im e  in  N ic a r a g u a  b u t  now th a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  s h e  w ou ld  

b e  th e r e  the  w ho le  t im e  she  s a id .

I  a s k e d  M r s .  S anchez  to d e s c r i b e  h e r  l i f e  on  the f in k o r  a n d  i t  t u r n e d  ou t 

to  m y  r e s p e c t  an d  a d m i r a t i o n  th a t  she  r e a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  the  r u n n in g  o f  the 

p la n ta t io n .  She k n ew  how  to  a n d  h a d  v a c c in a t e d  m a n y  c a t t l e  an d  h a d  g iv e n  

a r t i f i c i a l  in s e m in a t io n s .

We h a d  p i c t u r e s  w ith  a l l  of the  S an ch ez  f a m i ly  down b y  the  s w im m in g
t'"'- . .

' p o o l .  A nd th e n  w i th  M r s .  S a n c h ez  a n d  M r s .  S o m o za  an d  M r s .  T r e j o s  a n d

M r s .  C a s t r o  w e le f t  the la k e  h o u s e  - -  L u c i  c o m in g  a lo n g  in  a n o t h e r  c a r  - -  and
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r e t u r n e d  to  the  C a p i ta l ,  d r iv in g  b y  the v o lc a n ic  la v a  b e d s .  I t  w a s  a  v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  s ig h t .  T he  w h o le  I s la n d  is  c o v e r e d  w ith  v o lc a n o s .  T h e  l a s t  one 

h a d  e r u p te d  in  1919 I  b e l ie v e .

Off in  the  d i s t a n c e  you  co u ld  see  a  m o u n ta in  p e a k  a n d  th e n  a  g r e a t  baaodx; 

b l a c k  r i v e r  th a t  w ou n d  i t s  w ay  down the  m o u n ta in s id e ,  c a m e  r i g h t  u p  to the  

h ig h w a y  w h ic h  c u t  th ro u g h  i t  a n d  c o n t in u e d  on  th e  o th e r  s id e .

M r s .  C a s t r o  s a id  if  you  g o t  ou t a n d  t r i e d  to w a lk  a c r o s s  i t  in  t e n n is  

s h o e s ,  th e y  w o u ld  be  in  r ib b o n s  w i th in  a  b lo c k  o r  two - -  so  s h a r p  w a s  the 

l a v a .

O n ly  in  a  few  p la c e s  h a d  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  t r e e  found  a  p o c k e t  of s o i l  and  

g ro w n .  M o s t l y  i t  w a s  a  g r e a t  b la c k  s i l e n t  r i v e r  t u r n e d  to  s to n e  l i k e  the  w e i r d  

s u r f a c e  o f  the  m o o n .

I  w a s  g la d  f o r  once  th a t  w e  d e c id e d  to le a v e  the  b u s  a n d  r e t u r n  b y  c a r .

A nd  b y  5:00  w e w e r e  a t  the  r e s id e n c e  of the U. S. A m b a s s a d o r .  T h e  C a s t r o s  

h a d  m o v e d  ou t to  m a k e  i t  a v a i l a b le  f o r  u s  an d  i t  w a s  a  lo v e ly ,  o p en , e le g a n t  

h o u s e .  She to ld  m e  i t  h a d  c o s t  ab o u t  $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,  th a t  e v e r y th in g  t h e r e  w as  

t e r r i b l y  h ig h .

A n d  s o  a f t e r  o u r  v e r y  lo n g  a n d  b u s y  day  I f e l l  in to  b e d  fo r  a  r e s t  an d  

r e a d in g  s o m e  of the p a c k a g e  o f  b o o k s  th a t  M r s .  C a s t r o  h a d  g iv e n  m e .

A t the  g a te  of the  E m b a s s y  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  c ro w d  of p e o p le  a l l  s m i l in g ,  

c h e e r in g ,  a n d  e a c h  t im e  w e e n t e r e d  o r  le f t ,  t h e r e  th ey  w e r e .  O nce  th e y  

s a n g  the  " E y e s  of T e x a s . "  A lw ay s ,  th e y  w av ed  A m e r ic a n  f la g s  a n d  h e ld  up 

b a b ie s  to h a v e  t h e i r  h a n d  sh a k e n  o r  k i s s e d  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e y  c a l l e d  ou t to
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L u c i  w ho  w a s  in  t u r n  a t  e v e r y  m o m e n t  in  love  w ith  the  c ro w d  - -  i n  lo v e  w ith  

th e  w ho le  t r i p .  T h i s  w a s  no  a r o u n d  the w o r ld  in  17 d a y s .  We a c t u a l l y  go t 

a  t h r e e - h o u r  r e s t .

A nd  th e n  in to  c o c k ta i l  c lo th e s  a n d  b a c k  to the  I n t e r c o n t in e n t a l  H o te l  fo r

a  r e c e p t io n  h o s te d  by  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  M r s .  S an ch ez  fo r  a l l  the  P r e s i d e n t s .

A n g ie  h a d
3&EsQckR to ld  u s  w e  n e e d  s ta y  on ly  30 m in u te s .  I h a d  th o u g h t th a t  w a s  r a t h e r  

s h o r t  s h r i f t  to  e x p r e s s  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  B u t a f t e r  the  r a t h e r  o f f -h a n d  m a n n e r  

in  w h ic h  the  o th e r  P r e s i d e n t s  w iv e s  h a d  e i t h e r  b e e n  v e r y  l a t e  o r  d id  n o t  co m e  

a t  a l l  to  M r s .  S a n c h e z 's to u r  a n d  lu n ch , a n d  a f t e r  th i s  r e c e p t i o n  w h ic h  w a s  f i r s t  

s c h e d u le d  f o r  7 :0 0  a n d  th e n  i t  w a s  p o s tp o n e d  t i l  8:00 a n d  th e n  w e  w e r e  a d v is e d  

n o t  to c o m e  u n t i l  w e  h e a r d  th a t  o u r  h o s t s  an d  the o th e r  g u e s t s  w e r e  t h e r e ,  and  

then  g o t  the  w o r d  to c o m e  a t  9 :00 .

I  d e c id e d  th i s  w a s  a n o the r  s e t  of r u l e s  a n d  I  m ig h t  a s  w e l l  r e l a x .

We s to o d  in  l in e  q u i te  a  long  t im e  m e e t in g  on ce  m o r e  the  D ip lo m a t ic  C o rp s  

a n d  the o f f ic ia l s  - -  q u i te  a  few  h u n d r e d  p e o p le ,  m o s t ly  I  a m  s u r e  E l  S a lv a d o r ia n s  

a n d  w e r e  b a c k  a t  the  A m b a s s a d o r 's  r e s i d e n c e  a b o u t  10:00 .

L y n d o n  a n d  I  a n d  L u c i  a n d  L a r r y  T e m p le ,  M a r ie  an d  M a r y  a n d  H  Y o lan d a  , 

w ho  h a d  n o t  gone  to  the  r e c e p t i o n  jo in e d  u s .  We s e t t l e d  in  th e  b e a u t i f u l  l iv in g  

r o o m  w h i le  a  s t o r m  b le w  up  - -  th u n d e r  a n d  l ig h te n in g  a n d  r a i n .  T h i s  i s  the 

r a i n y  s e a s o n  th e y  t e l l  m e .  We h a d  a  d in n e r  p r e p a r e d  b y  th e  s t e w a r d s  w hom  

w e h a d  b r o u g h t  w ith  u s .

A nd  th e n  f o r  th e  n e x t  two h o u r s  c o m f o r ta b ly  g ro u p e d  in  the  l iv in g  ro o m  

w e  s h a r e d  one of th o se  t im e s  to  r e m e m b e r  w h en  L yndon  r e m i n i s c e d  a n d



p h i lo s o p h iz e d  a n d  th ough t out lo u d  a n d  I  s a t  e n c h a n te d  l i s t e n in g  a s  I  b e l ie v e  

the  o t h e r s  d id . . He ta lk e d  a b o u t  the  w ho le  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  s p e c t r u m  of 

th e  day , a b o u t  C o m m u n is m  - -  w h a t  w a s  i t s  v i t a l i ty  to d ay  a n d  in  o u r  c o u n t ry .

W hat w a s  the  v i r u s  o r  the  a s t h m a  th a t  w a s  in fe c t in g  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  the 

c o m m u n ic a t io n s  m e d ia  a n d  th e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w o r ld .  He s a id  t h e r e  a r e  

two c o n f l ic t in g  e m o t io n s  in  m e  a b o u t  c o m m u n is m .  It  w e n t  s o m e th in g  l ik e  

th i s :  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  t id e  ru n n in g  - -  a  g r e a t  p e n d u lu m  sw in g in g  - -  i n  the  

c o u n t r y .  A n d  in  r e s p o n s e  to  the p e r m i s s i v e n e s s ,  the  l i b e r a l i s m ,  th e  l a w l e s s n e s s  

o f  the  d ay , a n d  m a y b e  a  g r e a t  sw ing  in to  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  b a c k  t o w a r d  

c o n s e r v a t i s m  an d  th e r e  w o u ld  be  a  p a r t  of m e  th a t  w ou ld  w e lc o m e  i t .
I ■

T h e y  w o u ld  th in k  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y .  B u t th e n  th e r e  i s  the  o th e r  s id e  o f  m e  

th a t  s a y s  i f  th a t  h a p p e n s  ssejtJdxxKfe i t  w ou ld  s e t  b a c k  a l l  the  th in g s  I  s t a n d  fo r ,  

th a t  I  fo u g h t fo r , th a t  I  w a n t .  T h e  a t t a c k s  on ig n o r a n c e ,  on  p o v e r ty  a n d  d i s e a s e .

I t  w i l l  s e t  th em  b a c k  d e c a d e s .

He t a lk e d  a s  though  he  w e r e  a  lo n g  w a y  off lo o k ing  a t  th i s  s m a l l  p la n e t ,  

a n d  I  fo u n d  i t  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I  a s k e d  h im  i f  he  d id n ' t  f e e l  h i s  e n th u s i a s m  

b lu n te d ,  h is  qKSxtbex q u e s t  f o r  m o r e  e d u c a t io n  f o r  e v e r y b o d y  in  th i s  c o u n t r y  

a n d  fo r  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s  w hen  o u r  s tu d e n t s  a r e  b e h a v in g  - -  a n d  the p r o f e s s o r s  

too - -  in  the  w ay  th ey  w e r e  to d ay . D r a f t  b u rn in g ,  f lag  b u r n in g .  F o r  m y s e l f  

I  f in d  i t  so  e a s y  to be  p a s s io n a te  r a t h e r  th a n  th o u g h tfu l a b o u t  i t .

No, h e  w a s  j u s t  a s  f i r m  i n h i s  f a i th  in  e d u c a t io n  u l t im a te ly .

I  d id  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  fe e l in g  q u i te .  I t w a s  s o m e th in g  l ik e  th i s  w a s  ju s t  

a n  e p i s o d e ,  a  p h e n o m e n o n  th a t  w ou ld  p a s s .  A nd a s  f o r  the p r o f e s s o r s  p a r t ly

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
^ W A S H I N G T O N

' S a tu rd ay , Ju ly  6, 1968 P ag e  14



c
h e  th o u g h t b e c a u s e  f o r  so  q e  long  in  th is  c o u n t ry  a t  l e a s t  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s ,  th e i r  

e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s ,  h a d  b e e n  low . T h e y  w e r e  f e e l in g  p o w e r  f o r  the  f i r s t  t im e ,  

e n jo y in g  a  k in d  of r e v o l t .

I w a s  r e s p e c t f u l  of h i s  a t t i tu d e .  E v e n  in  a  w ay  p ro u d  o f i t .  B u t b y  m y  

Own a n n o y a n c e  i s  n o t  smmmtgmki

A n d  then  we ta lk e d  of d ay s  of long  ago  of M r .  K le b e r g .  He h o p e d  tha t  

h i s  p a p e r s  o r  c o p ie s  c o u ld  go in to  the  L i b r a r y .  A nd t h e r e  w e r e  f r i e n d s  th a t  

h e  a n d  M a r y  a n d  I  h a v e  s h a r e d  f o r  m a n y  d e c a d e s .

F in a l ly  a b o u t  m id n ig h t ,  w e w e n t  to b e d .
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