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I  s l e p t  u n t i l  10:00. The n ig h t  b e f o r e  I h a d  d e f ie d  the  wr a t h  o f  the  

h o u s e h o ld ,  t u r n e d  off the  a i r - c o n d i t i o n in g ,  r a i s e d  the  w in d o w s,  a n d  h a d  

gone to s l e e p  to the  so u n d  of su m m e r  n o i s e s ,  k a ty d id s ,  the  o c c a s io n a l  

m o o in g  of a  cow  a n d  l i t t l e  v a g r a n t  b r e e z e s  - -  a  w ho le  new  w o r ld  of so u n d

*
a n d  fe e l in g  th a t  c a p s u le d  i n  a i r - c o n d i t i o n in g  I h a d  a l m o s t  fo r g o t te n .

I s p e n t  the m o r n in g  going o v e r  the  y a r d  w ith  J a m e s  to s s in g  f e r t i l i z e r  

h e r e  an d  p ic k in g  up  the  d e a d  w ood  t h e r e ,  d e l ig h t in g  in  o u r  own p in k  

m y r t l e  w h ich  w e h a d  p la n te d  a b o u t  15 y e a r s  ago  an d  r e p l a n t e d  in  th is  n ew  

g a r d e n  to the e a s t .  And we w e r e  a s to n i s h e d  by  the d w a r f  c r e p e  m y r t l e  w h ic h  

i n s t e a d  of b e in g  w h i te ,  a  q u i te  p a le  l a v e n d e r  ,

A nd th e n  m a k in g  a  s te p  to w a rd  J a n u a r y  20 th  b y  w a lk in g  th ro u g h  the 

s to r a g e  s p a c e s  h e r e  a t  th is  r a m b l in g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w ith  H e le n  a n d  J a m e s  

p la n n in g  w h e r e  to  p u t  m y  f u r n i t u r e  t h a t ' s  in  s to r a g e  in  W a sh in g to n  o r  in  u s e  

a t  the  W hite  H o u se  a n d  L y n d a ' s w ed d in g  g i f t s .  M oving  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  2 0 th  

w i l l  b e  a  t r a u m a ,  b u t  I a m  c h e e r e d  b y  how m u c h  s p a c e  t h e r e  i s  a n d  how 

w e l l  i t  c a n  b e  o r g a n iz e d  i f  we a p p ly  o u r s e l v e s  to  i t  i n t e l l ig e n t ly  a n d  in  t i m e .

A n d  I  w o r k e d  w ith  M r .  K le in  on o u r  u n en d in g  m a in te n a n c e  p r o b l e m s .

In  f a c t  a  w ho le  r e a l  d ay  of w o rk  an d  w e lc o m e d .  A p a r t  o f  m e  w i l l  a lw a y s  

be  a  h o u s e k e e p e r .

L y n d o n 's  t h r e e  m a g n e t s  the  d e sk ,  the  te le p h o n e ,  a n d  the  w h e e l  o f  

the  c a r  - -  to o k  t h e i r  tu r n s  w i th  h im .  B u t m o s t ly  he  w a s  o u td o o r s  r id i n g .

I t ' s  a m a z in g  to s e e  how  m u c h  P a t r i c k  L yndon  h a s  g ro w n  u p  in  the  t e n  o r  

so  d a y s  s in c e  w e 'v e  b e e n  w i th  h im .  So m u c h  m o r e  bo y  - -  l e s s  b a b y .  A n d
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r o s i e r  a n d  h e a l t h i e r .  I a m  s u r e  L u c i  i s  r ig h t  - -  i t  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  h im  to  s ta y  

h o m e  m o r e .

She th a n k ed  h e r  D addy  a n d  m e  a t  l e a s t  twice a d ay  on th i s  t r i p ,  a n d  h e r  

e x c i t e m e n t ,  h e r  d e l ig h t  in  it ,  th a n k ed  u s  e v e r y  m o m e n t .  She w a s  a n  a s s e t .

F in a l ly  a b o u t  6 :30  w ith  th a t  s a t i s f i e d  fe e l in g  of h a v in g  done  m y  d u ty  a n d  

g o t te n  a  b i t  t i r e d  p h y s ic a l ly ,  I  d ro v e  to jo in  L yndon  a n d  L y n d a  on  the Sch a r n h o r s t .  

A nd  f o r  the  n e x t  two a n d  a  h a l f  h o u r s  w e s im p ly  ro d e  a r o u n d .  T h e  a i r  i s  l ik e  

w in e  - -  s o c o o l  a n d  d e l ic io u s  a n d  a  d ay  w hen  j u s t  to  b e  a l iv e  i s  en o u g h .

T h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  y e l lo w  f lo w e r s  on the  Sch a r n h o r s t  a n d  the  lo w ly  c o w - p in  

d a i s i e s  a r e  b e g in n in g  to l in e  the  r o a d s .  A nd the s u n f lo w e r s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  in  

„ th e  fe n c e  r o w s .  T h i s  w ho le  s e a s o n  s e e m s  a t  l e a s t  a  m o n th  a h e a d .  I  r e m e m b e r

th e s e  f lo w e r s  c o m in g  u s u a l ly  in  l a te  A u g u s t .

Soft p in k  c lo u d s  p i le d  up f i r s t  in  the  W es t  an d  then  in  the  E a s t  a s  w e  

r o d e  th ro u g h  the  r i v e r  p a s t u r e  a n d  th e n  tu r n e d  to g ra y .

A nd  th en  w e saw  a  b r e a t h - t a k i n g  s ig h t .  A s we w e r e  r i d in g  a lo n g  th e  c r e s t  

o f  one of the h ig h  p a s t u r e s  on the Sch a r n h o r s t  lo o k ing  to w a r d  th e  r i v e r ,  a  huge 

f u l l  m o o n  c a m e  u p  o v e r  the h o r i z o n  - -  p ink , c r o s s e d  b y  c lo u d s .  I t  w a s  

g lo r i o u s .  If  i t  o n ly  h a p p e n e d  once  in  a  l i f e t im e ,  th o u s a n d s  w o u ld  l in e  u p  to  

s e e  i t .

I t  w a s  v e r y  h a r d  to c o m e  in  a n d  L yndon  w a s  l a t e r  a n d  l a t e r  a n d  th e  p ick u p  

h a d  c o m e  a n d  g e t  the  w o r d  to  the  o ff ice .

F in a l ly  a b o u t  10:00 we l e f t  the R a n c h  an d  th en  jo in e d  A i r  F o r c e  I .  A nd  

t h e r e  L y n d a  a n d  E lo i s e  a n d  H ayw ood a n d  I s e t t l e d  down f o r  a  b r i d g e  g a m e
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w h ic h  l a s t e d  f r o m  11:30 u n t i l  w e la n d e d  in  W ash in g to n  a b o u t  3 h o u r s  l a t e r .

I  w o n  c o n t in u a l ly  a n d  e n jo y e d  i t  h u g e ly .

Hom e r  a n d  E l o i s e  a r e  due to m o r r o w  f o r  the b e g in n in g  of the  in q u i s i t io n  - -  

the S en a te  c o n f i rm a t io n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  the  f ig h t .

We w a lk e d  in to  the  W hite H o u se  a n d  to b e d  a t  the  r id i c u lo u s  h o u r  o f  

a  q u a r t e r  of t h r e e .  B u t su c h  i s  the p r i c e  you p a y  f o r  s e e in g  the  m o o n  c o m e  

up  o v e r  the  Sch a r n h o r s t .  A nd to m y  h u s b a n d  i t  i s  w o r th  i t  - -  b a lm  r e s t  w i th  

p e a c e .

B u t  w h a t  w i l l  i t  b e  l ik e  w h en  t h e r e  a r e  a v a i l a b le  365 u n a l lo y e d  d a y s  of

i t .

S t r a n g e ly ,  I  c o u ld  no t go to  s l e e p .  I r e a d ,  I  t u rn e d  ou t the  l i g h t s ,  I  tu rn e d  

it on  a g a in  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  T h e  l a s t  t im e  I s aw  the  c lo c k  i t  w a s  5:20 in  the  

m o r n in g .  W hat s t r a n g e  h o u r s  w e 'v e  k e p t  th e s e  l a s t  fo u r  d a y s .

C-


