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M on d ay , J u ly  15th, w as  a  b r e a t h l y  s o r t  of day  w h e n  I 'd  p a y  f o r  a  

a n d  r e s t f u l  w e e k e n d .  A nd I a m  s u r e  L y n d o n  m u s t  pay  a  m u c h  dearer  c o in .

T h e  f i r s t  im p o r t a n t  m e e t in g  of the  day  w a s  a t  10:00 on the  T r u m a n  

b a lc o n y  w ith  Doug H u b b a rd  a n d  a n d  M a r k  S a g a n  a n d  C a r l  D e e g a n  in  r e g a r d  

to  o u r  P a r k  p r o j e c t  a c r o s s  f r o m  the  R a n c h .

It w a s  a  m u g g y  h o t  day  a n d  I a m  a f r a i d  I w i l te d  t h r e e  g e n t le m e n  s im p ly  

b e c a u s e  I  lo v e  to lo o k  a t  th o se  M o n u m e n ts .  We h a d  i c e d  t e a .  T h e y  b r o u g h t  

m e  up  to d a te  on J e r r y  R o g e r ' s  h i s t o r y  of the  r e g io n  an d  the  p e o p le  f r o m  

w h ic h  the  e x h ib i t  m a k e r s  w i l l  p ro d u c e  a n  e x h ib i t  p la n  w h ic h  sh o u ld  b e  r e a d y  

f  _ in  e a r l y  S e p te m b e r .  We d i s c u s s e d  the  u n b e l i e v a b l e  b o o m  th a t  s e e m s  the

P a r k  i s  go ing  to h a v e ,  the  S ta te  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w h ich  w i l l  b e  m a tc h e d  b y  a  

F e d e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  how we c o u ld  w is e ly  p la n  on sp e n d in g  i t .

M r .  D eeg an  I  b e l ie v e  i t  is i s  w o rk in g  on the f i lm  a n d  s a id  th a t  h e  h a d  

s e e n  m o s t  of the  f i lm  a b o u t  the  R a n c h  w h ic h  o u r  W hite  H o u se  b o y s  h a v e .  He 

d id  w a n t  to sh o o t  m o r e  h im s e l f .

T h e n  I  go t dow n to w h a t  w a s  r e a l l y  the  p u r p o s e  of the  m e e t in g  - -  th a t  I  

w a s  go ing  to be in  T e x a s  f r o m  W e d n e s d a y  n ig h t u n t i l  Sunday n ig h t  a n d  th a t  I  

co u ld  d e v o te  an y th in g  f r o m  a  h a l f  a  day  to  two d a y s  in  a n y  s o r t  o f  w o r k  on the 

P a r k .

B e tw e e n  th e m ,  th ey  d e c id e d  i t  w o u ld  be  a  good id e a  i f  M r . D e e g a n  c o u ld  

^  c o m e  dow n p o s s ib ly  S a tu rd a y  a n d  we co u ld  do a  w a lk - th r o u g h  of the  R a n c h  - -

' ^  a  s o r t  of a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  w ho le  a r e a  an d  you w ou ld  g e t  th e  f e e l  o f  i t  - -  tak e

in  en ough  o s m o s i s  to th en  do a  s c r i p t .
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T h i s  m o v ie  w i l l  be u s e d  a t  the  v i s i t o r s '  c e n t e r  in  the  P a r k .  So w e s e t  

a s id e  S a tu rd a y  f o r  tha t ,  an d  I  s u g g e s te d  to  M r .  H u b b a rd  t h a t  he  m i g h t  w an t 

to  c a l l  M a r k  G o sd in  to d i s c u s s  the  la y in g  ou t of n a t u r e  t r a i l s  b e c a u s e  w o r k  

on  the  P a r k  w as  p ro c e e d in g  v e r y  f a s t .

J u s t  a s  I  w a lk e d  ou t in to  the  h a l l  - -  an d  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a f t e r  11:00 - -  

I  m e t  J im  J o n e s .  C o u ld  I be  r e a d y  in  a  few  m in u te s  to  go d ow n  to th e  E a s t  

R o o m  to w a tc h  a  B i l l  s ig n in g ?  Q u ick ly ,  f o r tu n a te ly ,  I a g r e e d  m o r e  b e c a u s e  

I  w a n t  to do w h a te v e r  L yndon  w a n ts  m e  to do th a n  b e c a u s e  I k n ew  w h a t  the 

B i l l  w a s .  I t  t u r n e d  o u t to  b e  a  m a j o r  v i c t o r y  f o r  C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  - -  the  b e s t  

th in g s  t h a t ' s  h a p p e n e d  th is  y e a r ,  m a y b e  in  m a n y  y e a r s ,  a n d  i t  h a d  s l ip p e d  

th ro u g h  u n h e r a ld e d ,  u n s u n g ,  and  v i r t u a l l y  u n a rg u e d  - -  a  s o r t  o f  a  b u r r - r a b b i t  

d e a l .  I t  w o u ld  e a r m a r k  funds  f r o m  the  s a le  of o i l  on the  o u t e r  c o n t in e n ta l  

s h e l f  f o r  the  la n d  a n d  w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t io n  fund  in s t e a d  o f  go in g  d i r e c t l y  to the 

U n i te d  S ta te s  T r e a s u r y .  This  m o n e y  - -  up  to $200 m i l l i o n  a  y e a r  - -  w o u ld  go 

in to  th a t  fu n d  a n d  w ould  b e  u s e d  to b u y  n ew  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s .  A ll  

th i s  I  h e a r d  L y n d o n  s a y  a s  h e  s to o d  a t  the pod ium  a n d  I  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  the  r o o m  

a n d  sa w  so m e  w e s t e r n  S e n a to r s  on the o th e r  s id e  - -  H e n r y  J a c k s o n  w h o  h a d  

b e e n  th e  c h ie f  a u th o r  of the B i l l ,  a n d  I  th in k  S e n a to r  M cG hee  a n d  C la ib o r n e  P e l l  

a n d  M r s .  H a n s e n  w hom  L yndon  r e m e m b e r e d  in  h is  r e m a r k s  h u m o r o u s l y  and  

w i th  p r a i s e  f o r  h e r  i n t e r e s t  in  c o n s e r v a t io n .  H is  h e a r t  w a s  in  i t  a n d  he  m a d e  

a  good  s p e e c h .

I  s aw  Doug H u b b a rd  in  th e  b a c k  of the  ro o m ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  s o  m a n y  I  

■ w i s h  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e .  L a u r a n ce  R o c k e f e l l e r  m o s t  o f  a l l .  M a r y  L a s k e r
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of c o u r s e .  A ll  m y  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  f r i e n d s .  T he  w hole  C o m m i t t e e  w ou ld  

h a v e  lo v e d  i t ;  a n d  I, how u n p a rd o n a b ly  ig n o ra n t ,  h a d  n o t  know n a b o u t  i t .

B u t  p e r h a p s  the  s a m e  a p p l ie d  i n  C o n g r e s s .  A nd  m a y b e  th a t ' s  one  r e a s o n  

w h y  i t  p a s s e d .  O b v io u s ly  i t  gave  L yndon  the k e e n e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

N e x t,  q u ic k ly  to  the s w im m in g  p o o l  a n d  t h i r t y  l a p s ,  b u t  done f o r  e x e r c i s e  

a n d  n o t  f o r  joy . I ge t  a  l i t t l e  a n n o y e d  a t  m y s e l f  - -  t h e r e  i s  too  m u c h  M a r t h a .  

L ife  i s  to be s a v o r e d  - -  n o t  to be c lo c k e d .

A n d  th e n  to  M r .  P e r ' s fo r  a  h a i r - d o .

B a c k  a t  the  W hite  H o u se  L y n d a  B i r d  c a m e  in to  m y  r o o m  w i th  a  m o d e r n

p a in t in g  sh e  h a d  j u s t  b o u g h t - -  a n  a m u s in g  c h e c k e r b o a r d  of l i t t l e  s q u a r e s ,

e v e r y  sh a d e  of y e llo w  a n d  o ra n g e  an d  a  l i t t l e  r e d ,  n o t  m e a n t  to  m e a n  a n y th in g

e x c e p t  to b e  p r e t t y .  'f/ One of m y  m a in  a i m s  f o r  the r e s t  of the  s u m m e r  i s  to

a p p ly  m y s e l f  to  o u r  m o n th ly  m o v ie s  in  a  p r e - s c r i p t  c o n f e r e n c e  f o r  e v e r y o n e  

s o  t h a t  there w i l l  be  b a la n c e  in  th e  e v e n t s  w e u s e .  A nd th e n  a t  th e  t im e  o f  i n t e r -

lo c k  to  m a k e  s u r e  th a t  th e  m o s t  s ig n i f ic a n t  o r  d e a r  e v e n ts  o f  o u r  t im e  h e r e  

a r e  w o v en  in to  th e s e  m o v ie  d i a r i e s  a s  f a r  a s  w e c a n .

A nd  so  I  s p e n t  a n  h o u r  in  the  l i t t l e  L in c o ln  S it t ing  R oom  - -  w h ic h  I  w i l l  

a lw a y s  r e m e m b e r  a s  a  p la c e  of b u s i n e s s  f o r  m e  - -  w ith  S im o n e  a n d  T o m m y  

A tk in s  a n d  a  s c r i p t w r i t e r  a n d  I th in k  L iz  an d  E r v  D uggan  a n d  J o e  F r a n t z  w e r e  

in  a n d  out a n d  w e w o rk e d  on the m o n th  of Ju n e .

{ I h a d  t h i r t y  m in u te s  w ith  L iz  m a k in g  d e c i s io n s  on a r t i c l e s  a n d  T V
( ■ ,

th in g s .  I  h a d  a s k e d  h e r  to g e t  f o r  m e  /  r e q u e s t  to w r i t e  a  b o o k  th a t  h a d  c o m e  

in  in  the  fo u r  y e a r s  th a t  I  h a d  b e e n  h e r e  - -  I  w a n te d  to r e v ie w  th e m .  I  to ld
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h e r  I  h o p e d  sh e  w o u ld  s av e  ou t a  co u p le  of w e e k s  in  the  S p r in g ,  p o s s ib ly  A p r i l ,  

to c o m e  dow n an d  h e lp  u s  a t  the  t im e  of the  open in g  of the l i t t l e  P a r k .

A n d  th e n  t h i r t y  m in u te s  w ith  B e s s  a b o u t  o u r  t r i p  to N ew  Y o r k  a n d  t h e  

w e e k e n d  p a r t y  in  T e x a s ,  p la n s  f o r  the  b ig  b u ffe t  on the  la w n  f o r  a  lo t  of o ld  

f r i e n d s  h e r e  p e r h a p s  b e f o r e  the  s u m m e r  i s  o v e r  a n d  a l s o  a s k e d  h e r  to s a v e  

a  l i t t l e  t im e  in  A p r i l  to h e lp  i n a u g u r a te  the  P a r k . 

L y n d o n  s tu c k  h is  h e a d  in  the  d o o r .  He w a s  c o m in g  h o m e  f o r  lu n ch . I t  

w a s  4 :30 . L iz  a n d  B e s s  an d  I w e n t  in  a n d  s a t  w i th  h im .  He w a s  gay , f u l l  o f  

h u m o r ,  g iv in g  L iz  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  t r y  a n d  g e t  m o r e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  th is  m o r n i n g s  

c o n s e r v a t io n  v i c to r y .  A nd th en  i t  w a s  t im e  to d r e s s  f o r  the  l i t t l e  te a  f o r  

M a r i ly n  w ho is  to be  m a r r i e d  on J u ly  2 0 th .  I  s h a l l  n o t  b e  h e r e .  I 'v e  b e c o m e  

so fo n d  of h e r  a n d  I d e c id e d  the  n e x t  b e s t  th ing  w o u ld  be  to h a v e  h e r  a n d  h e r  

y o u n g  h u s b a n d - to - b e  an d  th e i r  f a m i l i e s  an d  m e m b e r s  of the  w e d d in g  p a r t y  and  

a  few  f a v o r i t e  f r i e n d s  f o r  te a  in  the  Y e llow  O va l R o o m . T h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  \  

20  of th e m  a n d  i t  w a s  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f .  I m o v e d  f r o m  g r o u p  

to  g ro u p  a n d  l i s t e n e d  a b o u t  the  w ed d in g  p la n s .  M ar i ly n w a s  b e a m in g ,  lo o k in g  

s o  h a p p y , a n d  h e r  young m a n ,  D av id  T a y lo r ,  i s  a  v e r y  f in e  lo o k in g  y o u n g  

p e r s o n .  He w o r k s  f o r  YMCA a n d  I to ld  h im  I  h o p ed  th a t  w o r k  c a r r i e d  h im  

a r o u n d  the  c o u n t ry  a  good d e a l .  A nd I  w a n te d  to r e c o m m e n d ,  i f  t h e r e  w a s  

e v e r  a  p o s s ib i l i t y  of a  job  in  A u s t in ,  T e x a s ,  a n d  he  w o u ld .  I  s h a l l  m i s s  

M a r i ly n .

We h a d  a  d e l ic io u s  te a .  P h o to g r a p h e r s  c a m e  in  a n d  to o k  p i c t u r e s  o f  the  

t h r e e  of u s  i n  f r o n t  o f  the  m a n te l ,  a n d  then  w ith  M a r i l y n 's  p a r e n t s  a n d  th e n
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g ro u p  p i c t u r e s  a r o u n d  the ro o m ,  a n d  I d e s c r i b e d  to the  l a d ie s  - -  a n d  so o n  

fo u n d  th a t  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  c i r c l e d  a r o u n d  a n d  l i s te n in g  - -  the  h i s t o r y  of the  

r o o m ,  the  p a in t in g s ,  how  o th e r  A d m in i s t r a t io n s  h a d  u s e d  i t ,  th e  g a th e r in g  

b e f o r e  a  S ta te  D in n e r .  A nd I en jo y ed  i t  a s  m u c h  a s  a n y  g u e s t .

A n d  th e n  A sh to n  w a s  b e ck o n in g  m e ,  s a y in g  m y  n e x t  a p p o in tm e n t  w a s  

h e r e .  I t  w a s  Stu U d a ll  an d  G e o rg e  H a r tz o g .  I s a id  goodbye a n d  w e n t  b a c k  

to the  W e s t  H a l l .

A n d  th i s  w a s  m y  l a s t  m e e t in g  on  P a r k s  f o r  the  day . I w a n te d  to  s e e  

them  to  d i s c u s s  s i i^  o f f e r in g  the  l i t t l e  h o u s e  in  J o h n so n  C i ty  w h e r e  L y n d o n  

g r e w  up  to th e  N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e r v ic e ,  a n d  a  p ie c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  th a t  w o u ld  

b e  in t r o d u c e d  a f t e r  L y n d o n  h a d  l e f t  o ff ice  - -  p e r h a p s  n e x t  S p r in g .  I t  c o u ld  

go th ro u g h  q u ie t ly  I  hope  s o m e t im e  n e x t  y e a r ,  a n d  t r a n s f e r  th e  h o u s e  w i th  a  

c a r e f u l  s t e w a r d s h ip  f r o m  th a t  w o n d e r fu l ly  co n tin u in g  b o dy , the  N a t io n a l  P a r k  

S e r v ic e .

Stu lo o k e d  a t  m e  a n d  s a id , .  " M r s .  J o h n s o n  a n d  I w i l l  be  g o n e , b u t  you, 

G e o r g e ,  w i l l  be  r i g h t  h e r e . "

A f te r  M a r i l y n ’s g ro u p  h a d  d r i f t e d  aw ay ,  we too w e n t  ou t on  the  T r u m a n  

B a lc o n y .  A l l  d a y  lo n g  in  the  s u m m e r  t im e  I  lo v e  to m e e t  h e r e  o r  i n  th e  G ra p e  

A r b o r .

T h e y  b o th  f e l t  tha t th is  w o u ld  be a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  d e s i r a b l e  f i r s t  s te p  

to  the  e v e n tu a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  of the  w ho le  p a c k a g e  - -  th a t  i s  th e  R a n c h ,  b i r t h p l a c e ,  

c e m e t e r y ,  a n d  a l l .  A nd Stu m a d e  the c o m p a r i s o n  w h ich  p l e a s e d  m e  b e tw e e n  

th e  two P r e s i d e n t s  th a t  h a d  done the  m o s t  fo r  c o n s e r v a t io n .  T h e  P a r k  S e rv ic e
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h a s  the  h o m e  w h e r e  T h e o d o re  R o o s e v e l t  w as  b o r n  on O y s t e r  B a y  w h ich  

w a s  t h e i r  l i f e - lo n g  f a m i ly  h o m e  - -  p r in c ip a l ly  a  s u m m e r  h o m e  I  th in k  - -  

a n d  th e n  a  s o r t  of a  w ild  r e t r e a t  in  th e  D a k o ta s .  A nd  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  L y n d o n  

J o h n s o n ,  s o m e  d ay  p e r h a p s  th ey  w i l l  h av e  th is  l i t t l e  a r e a  a lo n g  the  P e d e r n a l e s  

w h ic h  c o v e r s  th e  s p a n  o f h i s  l i fe  f r o m  b i r t h  to  d e a th  - -  a n  u n u s u a l  p a c k a g e  

in  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y .

Stu w a s  v e r y  c o m p l im e n ta r y  of the  m o r n i n g 's  v i c to r y ,  of w h a t  i t  w o u ld  

do  i o r  c o n s e r v a t io n ,  of L y n d o n ’ s f o r e s ig h t  in  g e tt in g  i t  d o n e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  

I  s e n s e d  th a t  h i s  th o u g h ts  w e r e  r e a l l y  m o v in g  on b ey o n d  n e x t  J a n u a r y .

We h a d  a  g in  a n d  t o n i c .  I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  m e e t in g .  T h e y  w i l l  s e n d  s o m eo n e ,  

dow n to m a k e  a  c h e c k  of how the p u b lic  goes  th ro u g h  the  h o u s e .  I w a s  p ro u d  

to  r e p o r t  the  n u m b e r s  to  th e m .

A f t e r  th e y  l e f t  I  w e n t  b o w lin g  - -  tw o q u ic k  g a m e s .  A n d  th e n  b a c k  u p s t a i r s  

f o r  a  ru b ,  w a tc h in g  t e l e v i s io n  m e a n w h i le  an d  fe e l in g  th a t  I  h a d  done  a  good  d ay s  

w o r k  a n d  d e s e r v e d  i t .

A nd  i t  w a s  11:00 w hen  L yndon  c a m e  h o m e  f o r  d in n e r .  How lo n g  h i s  

w o rk in g  d a y s  a r e  a n d  how b l e s s e d  o u r  w e e k e n d s .

O ne o th e r  good  th in g  h a d  ta k en  p la c e  today . M a r y  L a s k e r  h a d  b e e n  in  to

s e e  L y n d o n  to show  h im  the  b o o k  on the h e a l th  a d v a n c e s  o f  th e  J o h n s o n  |
■ !

A d m in i s t r a t i o n  th a t  sh e  h e r s e l f  h a d  h a d  w r i t t e n  a n d  p u b l i s h e d .  He s a i d  i t  w as  

 ̂ a s  s im p le  a s  a  p r i m e r ,  e v e r y b o d y  c o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  - -  th e  f i r s t  t im e  he  h a d  I

e v e r  s e e n  i t  s p e l l e d  ou t in  a  w ay  th a t  p eo p le  w o u ld  w a n t  to  r e a d  i t .  N o th in g

c o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  h im  m o r e  g r a te f u l .  M a r y  i s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n  f o r  a im in g  |
. ' ’ ■ . ■ ' ■ . ■ i
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to w a r d  good  th in g s  a n d  g e t t in g  them  done.

W hen I w e n t  in  L y n d a 's  r o o m ,  I found  h e r  ta lk in g  to H u b e r t  a n d  M u r i e l  

on  the  pho n e .  She so u n d ed  gay  a n d  k id d in g .  She a lw a y s  d o e s  w i th  t h e m .  She 

c a l l s  h im  U n c le  H u b e r t .  H e  i s  j u s t  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  h is  a t t a c k  of flu  a n d  she 

j u s t  w a n te d  to  l e t  h im  know  th a t  she  w a s  th ink ing  of h im .  I t a lk e d  too . He s a id  

h e  h a d  b e e n  q u ite  s i c k  f o r  a  w ho le  w e e k  b u t  f e l t  a l l  r ig h t  a n d  w a s  g e t t in g  back  

to  w o rk .  L y n d a  w a s  gay  a n d  k idd ing . She s a id ,  "Y ou c a n  j u s t  s e n d  D onna  

ou t a n d  s h e ' l l  h a n d le  a l l  the  m e n .  S h e 's  so  p r e t ty ,  t h e y ' l l  a l l  f a l l  in  l o v e  w ith  

h e r .  "

L y n d a  i s  a  d e a r  th o u g h tfu l  p e r s o n  a n d  n e v e r  l e t s  i t  be  know n. M o s t  of the 

t im e  s h e ' s  b e in g  b r a v e  a n d  gay  a n d  s t r o n g .  I t ' s  b e e n  21 d a y s  of s i l e n c e  f ro m  

C h u ck .


