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Monday, July 15th, was a breathly sort of day when I'd pay for a g=ita

and restful weekend. And I am sure Lyndon must pay a much difer coin.
The first important meeting of the day was at 10:00 on the Truman
. X . i . ) " ) . - . ’9 ' /v‘ ‘ . . . -
balcony with Doug Hubbard and and Mark & and Carl Deegan in regard

to our Park project across from the Ranch.

- It was a m u'ggy hot day and I am afraid I wilted three gentlemeh simply

becaﬁ.se Ilove to look at those Monuments. We had iced tea. They brought

me up to date on Jerry Roger's histéry of the region and the people from

~ which the exhibit makers will produce an exhibit plan 'whiéh should be ready

in early September., We discussed the unbelievffable boom that seems the
Park is going to have, the State appropriation which will be matched by a
Federal appropriation, how we could wisely plan on: spending it.

~

.~ Mr. Deegan I believe it is,is working on the film and said that he had |

seen most of the film about the Ranch which our White House boys have. 'He

did want to shoot more himself,
Then I got down to what was really the purpose of the meeting'—- that I |

was going to be in Texas from Wednesday night until Sunday Inight and that I

" could devote anything from a half a day»to two days in any sort bf work on the

Park.." '
Between them, they decided it would be a good idea ‘if Mr'.‘Deega.n could

come down possibly Saturday and we could do a walk-through of the Rahch --

a sort of a description of the whole area and you would get the feel of it -- take

in enough osmosis to then do a script.

’
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This movie will be used at the visitors! center in the Park, So we set

- aside Satu‘x'-day for that, and I suggested to Mr, Hubbard that he might want

to call Mark Gosdin to d‘iScuss the 1.aying.ou’.t of nature trails becaﬁée' fwork
on the Park was procéeding very fast,

Just as I wélked out into the hal_ll-'- aan it must have been afté'r 11:00 --
I met Jim Jones. éould Ibe ready in a few minﬁtes to gb.down i:o vthé. East -
Room t§ watch a Bill signing? 'QuiAcigly, fortuﬁately, I agreed more Because

I want to do whatever Lyndon wants me to do than because I knew what the

Bill was. It turned out to be a major victory for Conservationists -~ the best
. things that's happened this'ye'ar, maybe in many years, and it had slipped'
. through unheralded, unsung, and virtually unai'gued -~ a sort of a burr-rabbit

deal. >It would earmark funds from the sale of oil on the ou't.er continental

shelf for the land and water conservation fund instead of gomg directly to the
'Unlted States Treasury,‘ﬂus money -- up to $200 million a year -- would go

into that fund and would be used to buy new parks and recreation areas, All

this I heard Lyndon say as he stood at thé pcédium and I looked around the foom

and saw some western Senators on the other side -- Henry Jackson who had
been the chief author of the Bill, énd I think Senator McGhee and Claiborne Pell

énd Mrs. Hansen whom Lyndon remembered in his remarks humorously and

‘with praise for her interest in conservation. His heart was in it and he made

a good speech.

I saw Doug Hubbard in the back of the room, but there were so many I

» wish could have been there. Lawrence Rockefeller most of all, Mary Laskerxr:
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of course. All my conservationist friends, The whole Committee wQuld
have loved it; and I, how unpardonably ignorant, had not known about it.
But “perhaps 'the same applied inCongress. 'And maybe that's one reason

why‘ it pa.s'sed. Obviously it gave Lyndon the keenest satisfaction.

- Next, quickly to the s‘wimr'ning pool and thirty laps, but done for exercise .

and not for jdy; I get a little annoyed at myself -- there is tocf much Martha.
Life is to be savored -- not to be clbcked.

And then to Mr. Per;s for a hair-do.

Back at the VVhite House Lynda Bird came into my room with a modern

painting she had jdst bought -~ an amusing checke_rboar,d of little squares,

' every shade of yellow and orange and a little red, not meant to mean anything

except to be p‘retty.';fIOne of my main aims for the rest of the summer is to

apply myself to our monthly movies in a pre- scnpt conference for everyone

‘there .
so that mwﬂl be balance in the events we use. And then_ at the time of inter-

~lock to-make sure that the most significant or dear events of our time here

are woven into these movie diaries as far as we can.
And so I spent an hour in the little Lincoln Sitting Room -- which I will

always remember as a place of business for me -- with Simone and Tommy

Atkins and a scriptwriter and I think Liz and Erv Duggan and Joe Frantz were

in and out and we worked on the month of June.

Next, I had th1rty minutes with Liz making dec1s1ons on art1cles and TV

© The : :
thmgs. I had asked her to get for me # request;:to write a book that had come

in in the four years that I had been here -~ 1 wa.nted to review them, I told

e L e e aie L A 4e e e s e L P .. . . v,r . O e g
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~her I hoped she would save out a couple of w‘eeks‘ in the Spring, pqésibly April,

go come down and heip us at the ‘tir'ne of thé opening of the little Park. _-

And then thirty minutes with Bess aboui: our trip t§ New Yprk and the
weekend partf 1n Texaé, pians for the ‘t;ig buffet .on the iawn for a 1ot:of old
friénds heré perhaps before the summer is over and alsd_asked her to save
a little time in April to help.ina.uggré'te the Park.‘ ' |

Lyndon stuck his head in the door. He was éoming home for lunch. It
was 4:30,‘ Liz and Bess and I went in and sat w.ith him. He was gair, full of
hum;n', giving Liz i_nstructioné to try and g_ét more stories;; about this '.morniﬁgs's
consefvation victc.er.v And then it was time to dress for the little tea _for '
Mé.rily-_h who is to be mérried on July Z_ch. - 1 shall not Be here. I've becom"e.

so fond of her and I decided the next best thing would be to have her and her

young husband-to-be and their families and members of the wedding party and

a few favorite friends for tea in the Yellow Oval Room, There were about
20 of them and it was a very pleasant hour and a half. I moved from group
to group and listened about the wedding plans. Marilywas beaming, looking

so happy, and her young man, Da\}id Taylor, is a very fine looking young

' person. He works for YMCA and I told him I hoped that work carried him

around the'country a good deal. And I wanted to recommend, if there §va.s |

ever a possibility of a job in Austin, Texas, and he would, I shall miss

Marilyn,

We had a delicious tea. Photographers came in and took pictures of the

_ _' three of us in front of the mantel, and then with Marilyn's parents and then

Araarns s e ez s b g C e e e e e e . B LT TGP SN
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- group pictures around the room, and I described to the ladies -- and soon

found that é\/'_erybody vs%as cbircléd around and listening -- the history of the
r_dorh, the éaiﬁtings, how other Adrhinistra.tigns had usgd it, the gathering
beforev a‘, State _Dinne.r.‘ | And 1 enjoyéd it as much as any guést.

And the‘n A_shton was beckoning me, saying n-ny‘next appointment was
here. It was Stu Udall and; George Hartzog. I said goodbye and went back
lto the Wevst. ﬁall'.

And fhis was my la.st'meeti.ng‘ on Parks for the day. I 'wa‘nted‘to see
them to d1scussﬂk offenng the little house in Johnson City Where Lyndon

grew up to the Natmnal Park Serv1ce, and a piece of 1eg1slat1on that would

be introduced a.fter Lyndon had left offme -- perhaps next Sprmg. It could

- go through qu1et1y I hope sometime next year, and transfer the house with a-

careful.steward'ship from that wonderfully continuing body, the National Park |
Service. | 7. |

Stu lookeclilat me and sai‘d,. "Mrs. Johnson and I will be gone, but .you,
George, will bg right here."

‘After Marilyn's group had drifted awa',y,. we too wént out on the Truman
Balc;ony.. All ‘da.y long in the summer time I love to meet here or in the Giaée
Arbor,

They both felt that thisvwould' be an apprépriate aﬁd desirable first step
to the eventual acquiéitioﬁ Hof the Whoie pé.ckage -~ that is vthe Ranch, birthplé._ce,
cemeteiy, and’al;l. 'Ami Stu gh‘ade :thé comparison thCh piéased me beiweeﬁ

the two Presidents that had done the most for conservation. The Park Service
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‘has the home where Theodore Roosevelt was born on Oyster Bay which

was thei;‘ life~long family home -- pfincipally‘a summer home I think ;—
and thén a sortof a wild retreat in the Dakotas, And fo; President Lyndoxi .
Johnson, some day perhaps they will have .this little érea élong tﬁé Pédernales
which covers the span of his life from Birth to death -- an unusual package
in American hiétory.

"Stu was very complimentary of ﬁhe‘ morping's victory, of what it would
doi ufvor éonse_rvation, of Lyndon's ‘foresight‘ir;..gettin‘g it dévne.. Nevertheless.
I sensed tha-,t his thoughts 'Weref rev‘ally moving on beyqnd next Jé.nuary. A

We had a gin and tonic.. It was a pleasant meeting. They willﬂsend'sdmgone,
do;;vﬁ to make a check of how the public goes through the house. I was proud
to report the numbers. to them, | |

After the}'r lef.t.I went bowlihg -- two quick games, And then.ba.ck upstéifs 3
for a fub, watching tc_elvev"isi‘on meanwhiie and feeiing that I had‘ doné a gboqd‘days
wor‘k and deserved it. |

And it was 11:00 when Lyndon came home for dinner. How long his
working days are and how blessed 'our weekends, |

 One other g}ood thing had taken plﬁcg today;' Mar‘y Lasker.had.bee‘n inv to

see Lyndon to show him the b,o.ok on t}.x_e health advances of the Johnsén _
Adxninistratioﬁ that éhe herself had had writtén and published. . He said it wasv

as simple as a primer, everybody could understand it -~ the first tirmme he had

‘ever seen it spelled out in a way that people would want to read it. Nothing

could have made him more grateful. Mary is an extraordinary person for aiming
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| toward good things and getting them done.

When I went in Lynda's room, I found her talking to Hubert and Muriel
on the phone, She sounded gay and kidding. She always does with them. She

calls him Uncle Hubert. He is just recovering from his attack of flu and she

just wanted to let him know that she was thinking of him,. I talked too. He said

he had been quite sick for a whole week but felt all right and was getting bac_k' o

to work.. Lynda was gay and kidding. She said, ""You can just send Donna - -

out and she'll handle all the men. She's so pretty, theyill all fall in lové with .-

her. ] A
Lynda is a dear thoughtful person and never lets it be known. Most of the

time she's being brave and gay and strong. It's been 21 days of silence from

- Chuck,’




