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Tue;day, July 16th, W‘as one of thosé busy' days when I really p#y er
my 1eisufe1y vweekend hours on the boat or days df riding at the Ranch.
I was up. e‘arly, before >7:OO'. - Had a session with Beés Abeli. in t»h‘e early
morning --.an hoﬁf and half or so -- on,appointménts, parties, mail, ‘.
Then .a.t 11:30 tolthe Jacqﬁeline Kénned;)r' Garden where the grapes are

hanging in fat green clusters under the arbor, They should be purple in a

- couple of weeké'. And we did ,thé ljeébrding for the opening of the tripj‘:o the

Hudson.Valley. It was sound on film, and we really worked for an hour and

 half on what will be only a few moments on the screen. I interrupted it once -

to-go into the doctor's office with Lynda to get acquainted with Dr., Lonergan

whom I found a very pleasant, matter of fact man, brazy, middle aged, likeaﬁle. |

Best of all there seems to be a good accord between him and Ljrnda.. |
At 1:00, famished, I had lunch with Lynda in her room, and she said, .
almost casually, '"Guess who I heard from ? Chuck Robb, " |

'~ Somewhere deep within me I let out a' sigh of relief that had Been penned

‘up for three weeks., I thpught first o£ Lyandon. I hoped she told him;_ Yes,

she had. She knows how pé_rt of his mind is always on Chvuck'and Patrick.
About 1:30,. Mary Laskér came, and she and Marvin Watson and Nash
Castro and I m et in the Yellow Oval Room to talk about stafnps. Mary's
lists of enthusiasms, her avenues of how Government can help & good thihgs
is endless. Ihad provided her with a plate of sandwiches and all of us with
- | : R
some iced tea. She had been up on the Hill for a hearing and hadshad a -

moment for lﬁnch, and I had been too sta_rv.ed to wait.

i
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Her am munition was a stamp album -- her own -- which shows

beautiful stamps of other countries.. Some quite small and unimportant

countfies_ in Afﬁca or Islands in the Pa_citic but rnake a eizea.ble part of |
their Covernment income from stamps, beautifully dohe and sold to eicpefte
that .col'lect stamps, Quite a business it seems, |
And the additional ammunition was a group of lovely photographs and -

draw1ngs of a beaut1fully de 51gned and planted highway -- luluns and poppys
along a Cahforma road and blue bonnets on a stretch of farm-to—market
road -- a picture tvhat I had sent Mary.

_ She hoped three thingE. Firs.t,. that we could make some of our stamps
larger. Second, that we might tr&' haviﬁg sortne. ot' them photogra.phie rather

than engraved. Third, that we could emphasize beautif_ioation environment

- conservation in one or two more stamps before this Administration says

bgoodbye. '

In Washington it seems you are always trying to convince soinebody of

. something or trying to sell an idea. We had the amazing and novel experience

of finding that the man we wanted to sell was not an opponent but an ally -~
the Postmaster General met uslrnore than half way. Yes, he had been looking

at the stamps. He hoped they could be larger, and presented some of the

. reasons why it was difficult. For instance, ‘stamp packaging and dispensing

machines vwer'e built for a certain size. He also thought we might explore
making som e photographic ones. Best of all, he had already planned and I |

think nailed down doing a series of stamps on conservation, So there could be
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one on urbén conservation, sbme beautification project in a‘t.)ig city --

“his Committee had already ;rnentieﬁed Pala Ple.za; Andzei:uld be one, yes,
on highwa'} eeautification. And .he looked with ivnt:‘ebrest on the fwo pictures
we shew'ed him .

Ma.fy accepted his request that she be a member of vthe. Stamp Advisory'.

' Committjee. And.we V;round up the meeting by planning another on next
W'ednvesday. Nash ‘phoned John Walker, another Committe merﬁber, wﬁo ‘
agreed to attend, And Marvin'. would bring Mrs, i%rxlzbdegléln who is a lady
we really m use sell becadse she goes on from administration to adndinistration '
and dnder many Postmaster Generals.

Th1s is a small thing, but as I look at all of the d1£f1cult1es Lyndod has

. and I look back on the four and a half yea.rs, I thmk it probably would have
been better if he had put more of his own men in strategm_p_ositions - Cab.ine‘t
positions -- bnot too ingx long after he assumed ovffi‘ce aﬁd certainly a gi‘eat

.:nia.ny more afte;f' he was inadgurated in January of '65. He had kept many
Kennedy 1;n'en.. Idfact in some Departrheﬁts éractically the whole flank I
supp_oise.. | i‘COuld not name all the reasons why. I think partly out of respect -
for Pres1dent Kennedy and hox;v he would have wanted someone to treat him
under certain circurﬁstances. And partly out of respect for the a.b111ty and
11k1ng of the men that Kennedy had appomted In many cases, it had worked
fine. But there & a certain quahty of direct relatmnsth‘between you

_.and the people you persona_lly have chosen and put into that job that results .

in a sort of teamwork that does not come from someone who inherited the
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. job from another President. And so in retrospect,the considered course

of actionkrbnight havg been ch.a;ngec.i, And it is only at the very end of this
Administration thaf. we arrive with our owh appointeé's in certain sérategic
spots,: |

Next I worked With Asi}tqn —'_ ‘cleared ‘t':he dé sk p'retty.nea.rly.

vAn hen wént into the Lincdln.Room for another seésiOn on our filming
p;oject. This timé to go over th_e' April script, Liz and Simor-levand Tommy
Atkins and G‘eorgle B;enholtz who had wfitten it, and Joe' Frantz and Ervin
Duggan. |

April is t_He busiest month of the year. This year beginnin_g after the

paralyzing blow of March 3lst was a powerful'dra_.maticjfull to bursting month.

whe : : ' '
o
Mr, Brenholtz/iqad strove ably and even poetically I thought trying to

condense it into 30 minutes, had given up and stretched to 40, and still I held

out I'm sure to his disgust sometimes for some of those things that mean so

much to me. Just a moment for my last Senate ladies luncheon on Capitol

Hill, And the reception for the 4-H boys and girls if pbssible. And the

sweet, nostalgic party of the putting up of Mrs. Truman's portrait.

And then the beautification luncheon, preceded by the bus ride- around-:
Washington. I did hope I could have a moment or twb of it. The social side,
the people side, of life in the White House is not earth-shaking, has drama

and pageantry and warmth and i'neahing. And its part of the drift th‘a.t comes

to this great m ill just as Cabinet meetings and Bill signings. I firmly believe

we are improving the quality of the film which is taking the blood out of,(:s.
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We adjourned exhausted, but I believe with some sense of accomplishrrient.

'And I left for my last and most important meeting of the day with Dr. Grover

and Dr. Aldersen and Dr. Rhodes in the Yellow Oval Room,
ﬁ/ﬁ //,‘/jf
Dr. Aldersen is the Aascisidpes from Tennessee and Dr. Grover earnestly

recomm ends as head of the Johnson Library. This will be a momentous

step.. It may set the tone of the Library -- its growth, its prestige. Iam

scared, I do not know how to pick such a man.. And Lyndon only has"n_'xoments .

to devote to it.

As 1 lobk back' on it, the funhy thing is‘ that he n'f:a.)r have been»sc.ared. too;
Dr. Alderée_n_seem ed very nice,‘ plgasiﬁg personality, likeé.ble. 1 wish we
had for this job a man who was a g.ung-ho s‘oz.'t‘of follow-me 1ea‘dér.type, with'b
one. foot in #cademia ahd one in public relations. _ Dr. 'Aldex;senvdid not seem.-:'
as éggreséive, ‘as assiin'ed‘, é,s I could wish. But I liked him anci Iam _réady
to go c;n the récomnﬁ endatiox‘xvof br. Gfovebr and Dr; A-Rhodes.

After brief, fishing expe'ditiqn soit of qgelstions, Ashton ‘prought in word

from Lyndon that he would like us to come over -- to run over to his 6£ﬁ¢e.ﬂ

It was a brief meeting, and we emerged with thé understanding tha.t Dr. Aldersen

would go with the job. I still felt scared.
Wewent back up to the Truman Balcony and _hé.d a drink; The intense
heat of the day, the heavy slumberous heat, that sometimes grips Washington

for several days was lifting and the Truman Balcony was a deliciously

~ pleasant place to be.-
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After they left, I fecorded for about an hour and half during whicﬁ
Lyndon called ine with a jg'sufggestibn 1 lwelcorr_:ed. s0 happily.. The‘Mc‘Nat.rna:L%a.'s
had jﬁ;t gott’e}nv back‘to.town. | Would 1 Eall them to come over to d;mrier‘
with_Cy Vance -~ our house guest..- I couldn't Qait to. - Margy was stﬂl_in'
Europe. We welre wrong about her.‘returning. ‘But Bob had go.tten back and .
yes,.he'd love to cvome.‘

So a little before 8:00 I changed into a pretty_summe:f dress becap.se
‘Ivfe‘lt ig was-a festive evening. I feturned to the Trp.nvné.n.Balcony. Cy came
down and in just a m.orr'x'ent, 'B0‘b 'cainé ovér. We met and hugged. He looked’
wonde rful and very happy. | |

It Wag a full 30 minutes before Lyndon arrived, and 1 greedily useci the
time to ask the Questions I waﬁted to belca‘uvs_e I knew I w§u1d ha.vé fo yield to
a.'mo‘re _imlpor‘tant questioner -- a more slpecific _'today‘s ‘l.)uvsine-ssli during
the rest bf thé evening, | |

| Margy had had a wonaerful time in Egypt. Yés. they‘ had.séen.thé templés

Abu Simbel and it wa_.‘s fascinating to look down from a‘plahe on the land of

~Egypt -- s0 ﬁnbelievably arid until you came to the valley of the Nile which

was beautifully green and marveousiy f_értile. He described going to dinner

at the hvorne of oﬁe of Nassar's ministers -- I believe he might be similar to
a Minister of Finance -- and from the terrace of his house you l'ooked‘_right :
out étraight bntq éne of the major pyramids, ‘beautifﬁlly.'lighted. As Bob

and Margaret held .their breath -at this fantas£i§ view Qn; of the gues't'sy

laughingly asked, '"How do you like the way a socialist Minister lives !
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Tﬁey had found Nasser interesting and personally attractive. Bob

- had been to th’e Aswan Dam. He said the whole course of current history -

- might have been changed if we had gone on with that loan to build the Aswan

Dam. And then he cited the figure that the Russians had put into it and it

r

was a very sman ﬁgure; Meanwhile the Suez Canal is closed -- tvhe‘result
of the Israeli-Arab War and that part of the world heats up like.a ;te”;‘cf;éf;['v
-bbx. |

Lyndon came, we lié the candles ‘on the ”table.' “ We had a delicioﬁs dinne.r._
Lyhda. Bird.came out énd 'gat with us, The..télk‘ranged around the.world. -
It was a sort of évening for 'v.vhiclr; I will .a.lways have.gr.a.t.itude that I have »lived
in W_ashing-to‘n, "that I hé.ve sha;ed this life, that I have known people like this.
They are so intelligent, these“two -- Cy and Bob, And so véry good —-Ijjust S
of fnen_ like these, |

The setting -- and as I looked at the -W;shingtop Monument and the
Jef-fe'r:!sc;m Mevmorial I could appreciate the Soéia.lisi: Minister's v\iev‘v‘ ~-= the
corfnpani.ons,' the very significanée of the things we taiked about madde it é. '
sta.rred evening foAr me. And ther'g had been manf such, and I know it and

I anf tvl'x'ank.ful'.




