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S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  20 th , b e g a n  e a r l y  w ith  w o r k  on the P a r k  a c r o s s  the 

r i v e r .  T h r e e  N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e  m e n  - -  M r .  C a r l  D e egan  h a d  c o m e  to  

w o r k  on a  s c r i p t  f o r  a  m o v ie  to b e  a n  e x h ib i t  in  the  l i t t l e  v i s i t o r s '  c e n t e r  

a cr o s s  the  r i v e r ,  a n d  M r .  M a r k  Sagan  a n d  M r . B r ig h t  who w e re  go ing  to  

lo o k  a t  the  o p e r a t io n  of. the  l i t t l e  h o u se  in  J o h n s o n  C i ty  a n d  b e g in  th in k in g  

a b o u t  the  p o s s ib le  a c q u i s i t io n  of i t  by  the N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e  s o m e t i m e  

n ex t  y e a r  a f t e r  w e a r e  ou t of o ff ice .

T h e  t h r e e  h a d  s p e n t  the  n ig h t  a t  the  C e d a r  H ouse  a n d  to d a y  w a s  to b e  

g iv e n  to P a r k  w o r k .  A ls o ,  th ey  w i l l  a l l  a b s o r b  the  i m p r e s s i o n  of the  w h o le  

R a n c h .  B e c a u s e  s o m e d a y  down the r o a d  - -  10, 20 y e a r s ,  w ho k n o w s  w h e n  — 

w e w o u ld  hope  to  t u r n  o v e r  the  w hole  th ing  to the  N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e r v ic e  in  

the  w ay  th a t  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r  h a s .

A f t e r  m y  f i r s t  cu p  o f  co ffee  I  c a l l e d  th e m . T h e y  h a d  b r e a k f a s t e d .  So 

I p ic k e d  th e m  u p  a n d  w e d ro v e  in to  J o h n s o n  C i ty .  J e s s i e  H u n te r  to o k  u s  

th ro u g h  th e  h o u s e .  I t  w a s  n o t  y e t  t im e  f o r  the  t o u r i s t s  to c o m e  in ,  b u t  a l r e a d y  

c a r s  w e r e  p a r k e d  th ic k ly  a r o u n d  the  s id e s  and  the t h r e e  m e n  s e e m e d  i m p r e s s e d  

w h e n  I to ld  th em  th a t  the 200,000 th  p e r s o n  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  the  h o u s e  I  b e l ie v e  

one  d a y  l a s t  m o n th ,  a n d  I  h a d  c a l l e d  h im  on  the  te le p h o n e  to ho p e  th a t  h e  w a s  

h a v in g  a  n ic e  v a c a t io n  a n d  th a t  h e  e n jo y ed  s e e in g  the  h o u s e .  I t  t u r n e d  ou t 

a m a z i n g l y  th a t  h i s  n a m e  w a s  N ixon a n d  he  h a d  a  d a u g h te r  n a m e d  P a t .  How 

c o u ld  you p u l l  h im  ou t of 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

T h e y  s e e m e d  i m p r e s s e d  a l s o  th a t  l a s t  e v en in g  a s  th e y  h a d  p a s s e d  th e  

h o u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  c a r s  p a r k e d  in  f r o n t  w i th  t r a i l e r s  - -  e a c h  f r o m  a
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d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e .

A s  w e s a t  in  the  l i t t l e  p a r l o r  a n d  h a d  a  cup  of co ffee  a n d  I to ld  th em  of 

how  L u c ia  a n d  I  h a d  p u t  i t  t o g e th e r ,  we n o t ic e d  a w a i t in g  t o u r i s t s  sw in g in g  

p a t i e n t ly  in  the p o r c h  swings A nd  J e s s i e  to ld  u s  how th is  S p r in g  t h e r e  h a d  

b e e n  s o m e  q u ite  n ew  b e h a v io r  - -  p e o p le  p u tt in g  th e i r  b la n k e t s  dow n on th e  

la w n  u n d e r  the  t r e e s  a n d  le t t in g  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  r e s t  t h e i r ,  m a y b e  g iv ing  th e  

b a b y  a  b o t t le  o r  h a v in g  t h e i r  lu n c h .  B u t she  r e p o r t e d  no r e a l  p r o b l e m s  i n  

ru n n in g  the h o u s e .

O ne o f the  th in g s  th a t  I  w a s  m o s t  r e l i e v e d  a b o u t  w a s  th a t  w h en  a n d  i f  th e  

N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e  ta k e s  o v e r  the  p la c e  th ey  w i l l  be  h a p p y  to p u t  in to  

C iv i l  S e r v ic e  J e s s i e  a n d  a n y  p e r s o n n e l  e m p lo y e d  th e r e  now .

We d ro v e  b r i e f ly  a r o u n d  J o h n so n  C i ty .  A nd  th e n  b a c k  to  the  R a n c h  

e n t e r i n g  the  P a r k  f r o m  H ighw ay  295, s to p p in g  to w a lk  a r o u n d  the  o ld  lo g  c a b in ,  

s u r v e y in g  the  v ie w s ,  ta lk in g  ab o u t n a t u r e  t r a i l s ,  p ick in g  a  c o u p le  o f p e a c h e s  

off the  t r e e s .  T h e y  w e r e  d e l i c io u s .  A nd  then  g e t t in g  a  c a l l  f r o m  L y n d a .  She 

w a s  le a v in g  by  p la n e  f o r  H o u s to n  w ith  J o e ,  a n d  in  a  h u r r y  b e c a u s e  o f  b a d  

w e a th e r .

So I d ro v e  h o m e  a n d  I  h u g g ed  h e r  goodbye  a t  the  a i r p o r t .  J o e  - -  th a t  

r e l i a b l e  f r i e n d  - -  i s  h e r  e s c o r t  f o r  a  w e e k e n d  a t  A stro W o rld  i s  s ta y in g  w i t h  

the  M a n n s .

A nd  th en  B e t ty  W e in h e im e r  w hom  I  h a d  a l r e a d y  p h oned  a r r i v e d .  We w e n t  

th ro u g h  the  b i r t h p l a c e .  H e re  w e l i s t e n e d  to the  ta p e s .  I t  w a s  the  f i r s t  t i m e  I 

h a d  h e a r d  them , a n d  once  m o r e  we d ro v e  in to  a  g ro u p  of t o u r i s t s  who h a d  t h e i r
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c a m e r a s  ou t a n d  w e r e  c l ic k in g  a w ay  j u s t  a s  they  h a d  b e e n  a t  the  l i t t l e  h o u s e  

in  Jo h n so n  C ity .  T h e r e  som e of th e m  h a d  c a l l e d  m e  by  n a m e  a n d  young  

o n e s  s q u e a l in g  w ith  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  I h a d  a s k e d  w h e r e  th e y  w e r e  f r o m  a n d  

w h e th e r  th e y  w e r e  h a v in g  a  good s u m m e r  v a c a t io n ,  h a d  th e y  b e e n  to H e m i s F a i r ,  

a  b r i e f  p l e a s a n t  e x ch a n g e  a n d  lo t s  of p i c t u r e s .  A nd  M r .  De gan , S ag an  a n d  

B r ig h t  s e e m e d  a  t r i f l e  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  p le a s e d .  We w e re  a l l  o v e r w h e lm e d  

a t  the  a m o u n t  of v i s i t o r s  th a t  h a d  gone th ro u g h  the b i r t h p l a c e  th is  s u m m e r .

I  b e l ie v e  i t  w a s  1600 th a t  B e t ty  h a d  h a d  on one r e c o r d  Sunday. '

T h e y  w e r e  h ig h ly  c o m p l im e n ta r y  o f the  ta p e s  - -  the f a c t  th a t  w e h a d  

th e m  th a t  i s ,  a n d  the  s c r i p t  i t s e l f .  T h e y  th o ugh t the  m e c h a n ic a l  q u a l i ty  w a s  

aw fu l  a n d  th a t  I  sh o u ld  r e c o r d  th e m  a g a in  in s id e .  T h e s e  I  h a d  r e c o r d e d  a s  

I  r e m e m b e r  in  the  d o g - t r o t  of the  l i t t l e  h o u se  i t s e l f  in  o r d e r  to  g e t  i n  th e  

a t m o s p h e r e  of the  th ing .

I n w a rd ly  I  gav e  m y s e l f  a  p a t  th a t  th e y  e x i s t e d  a t  a l l .  I t  w a s  one o f  the  

l i t t l e  s te p s  f o r w a r d  I h av e  ta k e n ,  a n d  I  w i l l  g e t  th em  done b e t t e r .

A nd b a c k  a t  the  m a in  h o u s e  we h a d  lu n ch  - -  B e t ty  a n d  J u a n i t a  a n d  M a r y ,  

the  t h r e e  m e n  a n d  I. Souffle  a n d  b a c o n  and  h a m  - -  w o n d e r fu l  f r e s h  t o m a to s  

f r o m  th e  g a r d e n ,  an d  p e a c h e s  th a t  m a y  hav e  b e e n  f r o m  the  l i t t l e  o r c h a r d  we 

ow n o r  f r o m  one of o u r  n e ig h b o r s .  A nd I e n jo y e d  th a t  odd ly  s a t i s f y in g  p l e a s u r e  

of the l a n d s m a n  w ho s a y s ,  " T h e s e  c a m e  off the  p la c e ."

A f te r  lu n c h  M r .  Sagan  a n d  M r .  B r ig h t  w e n t  b a c k  in to  J o h n s o n  C i ty  to  see  

V:' th a t  h o u s e  in  o p e r a t io n  w ith  t o u r i s t s  go ing  th ro u g h .  T h e i r  i n t e r e s t ,  r e s p o n s e ,

to l i s t e n  to  the  t a p e s  t h e r e ,  to a s k  J e s s i e  s o m e  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s .
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A nd  M r . D e g an  an d  I t o u r e d  the  R a n c h  w ith  D ale  a n d  ta lk e d  about th e  

c a t t l e  a n d  g r a s s e s .

A nd  th en  I  c a m e  h o m e  f o r  2 h o u r s  of ly in g  in  b e d  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  a n d  

m a k i n g  te le p h o n e  c a l l s ,  a n d  l e f t  th e m  to  t h e i r  own w o r k  .

W hile  I  w a tc h e d  out the w indow  a b e a u t i fu l  s to r m  c a m e  up  - -  g r e a t  

r o l l i n g  b l a c k  c lo u d s  a n d  th u n d e r  a n d  l ig h te n in g  - -  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  show .

F in a l ly  a  l a s h in g  of r a i n ,  b u t  s h o r t .

T h e  c o r n  i s  t a l l  a n d  g r e e n  b e y o n d  the  fen ce  an d  w e ’l l  h a v e  r o a s t e d  

e a r s  f o r  s u p p e r  to n ig h t .  I t ' s  a  b e a u t i fu l  p r o s p e c t  r ig h t  ou t o n e 's  b e d r o o m  

w in d o w .

T he  p in k  c r e p e  m y r t l e  -- ou r  own w h ic h  w e p la n te d  b a c k  14 o r  15 y e a r s  a g o  — 

w a s  fu l l  of p in k  b lo o m s .  T h e  w h ite  c r e p e  m y r t l e  a l a s  h a s  n o t  h a d  a  s in g le

b l o s s o m .  T h e  d a y  l i l i e s  w h ic h  w e r e  so  b e a u t i fu l  in  Ju n e  - -  e v e r y  s h a d e  of 

y e l lo w  a n d  o ra n g e  in to  b r o n z e  - -  a r e  j u s t  a b o u t  s p e n t  b u t  th e y  w e r e  a  g r e a t  

Ju n e  show .

I  a m  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  m y  b e d r o o m  w indow .

A t  6 :00  I  g o t  u p .  T h e  s t o r m  w a s  o v e r .  I  p ic k e d  u p  o u r  t h r e e  m e n  a n d  

w e  t o u r e d  the  D a n z ,  V e ry  s u r p r i s i n g l y  i t  w a s  too  m u d d y  — w e w e r e  a l m o s t  

s tu c k .  So w e  w e n t  a r o u n d  in  the M a r t i n ,  an d  the d e e r  r a c e d  a lo n g  b e s i d e  u s  

a n d  a l l  the  l i t t l e  d a p p led  fa w n s .  I t  w a s  one of th o se  g lo r io u s  s u m m e r  e v e n in g s .  

T h e  s t o r m  w a s  sp e n t ,  a n d  the a i r  i t s e l f  a  c a r e s s .

A n d  th e n  I go t w o r d  th a t  the  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  c a l l in g  m e ,  a n d  I  w e n t  b a c k  

to  th e  R a n c h  a n d  to o k  the c a l l .  I t  w a s  J im  J o n e s  on A i r  F o r c e  I  s a y in g  th a t
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th e y  w e r e  e n  ro u te  h o m e  a n d  w o u ld  be  h e r e  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  10:00.
to

We p ic k e d  up  J u a n i t a  a n d  M a r y  a n d  d ro v e  o v e r  /  the  Sch a r n h o r s t .  I to ld  

M r . D eg an  a l l  a b o u t  the  f i lm  th a t  we h a d  in  the  c a n  of the  P r e s i d e n t  and  m e 

c l im b in g  on the  r o c k s ,  o f  m y  to u r  of the  h o u s e ,  th a t  T o n y  L o e b .

A nd  e v e r y  now  a n d  th en  he  sa w  a  sp o t  w h e re  h is  c r e w  - -  w ho  h a d  c o m e  

down to s h o o t  w i ld f lo w e r  s c e n e s  - -  h a d  w o rk e d .

A nd f in a l ly  w e saw  the a n te lo p e .  Tw o in  one p a s t u r e ,  s e v e n  in  a n o t h e r .  

T h a t  m e a n s  a t  l e a s t  one b a b y . T he  a r e  the  m o s t  g r a c e f u l ,  the  m o s t  d e l ig h t fu l ,  

o f  a l l  of the  in h a b i t a n t s  of the  R an c h .

We d i s c u s s e d  the  f o r m a t  of the  m o v ie .  S c e n a r io  w a s  g e s ta t in g  in  h i s  

m in d .  A nd  we u s e d  e v e r y th in g  th a t  w e  h a d  i n  the  c a n  th a t  f i t s .  H e w a n ts  

v e r y  m u c h  to  be  a b le  to sh o o t  s o m e  m o r e  p o s s ib ly  in  S e p te m b e r  o f  the  f a m i l y  

a t  the R a n c h .

D a r k  d ro v e  u s  in  a n d  we h a d  a  r e a l  m i d - s u m m e r  d in n e r  - -  m u c h  of i t  

f r o m  the  g a r d e n  - -  f r e s h  c o r n  an d  g r e e n  b e a n s ,  r o a s t  a n d  M a r y 's  i n c r e d i b l e  

c o r n  b r e a d .

A nd  the m e n  le f t  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  10:00, a n d  I w e n t  o u t to  th e  a i r p o r t  to  

m e e t  L y ndon . Odd the w a y  I  l iv e  i n s u la te d  f r o m  the w o r l d  h e r e  w h e n  h e  i s  

n o t  h e r e .  I  n e v e r  t u r n  on  the TV , I  do n o t  h a v e  a  p a p e r .  B u t w i th  h im  th e  

w o r ld  r e t u r n s  a n d  the n e w s p a p e r s .

He c a m e  sw in g in g  down off the p la n e ,  a lw a y s  g la d  to g e t  b a c k .  I t  h a d  

b e e n  a  good t r i p  he  s a id ,  a n d  he s e e m e d  r e a s o n a b ly  s a t i s f i e d .  T h ie u  w a s  

a  v e r y  good  m a n ,  a s  c o o p e r a t iv e  a s  he co u ld  b e ,  c a u g h t  in  a l l  th e  t id e s  o f
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d e m a n d s  of h is  own c o u n t ry ,  h i s  a l l i e s ,  the  e n em y .

We  w e n t  s w im m in g .  T h e  w a t e r  w a s  a  m a r v e lo u s  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  j u s t  l ik e  

a  c a r e s s .  A n d  we l a y  t h e r e  f lo a t in g  a n d  lo o k in g  up a t  the  s t a r s  a n d  t a lk e d  

a n d  r e s t e d .  We le f t  ab o u t  11:00 S a tu rd a y  n ig h t .

L y n d o n  h a d  l e f t  f o r  H on o lu lu  a t  11:00 T h u r s d a y  m o r n i n g  a n d  t r a v e l e d  

th o u s a n d s  of m i l e s ,  l iv e d  th ro u g h  h o u r s  of c o n f e r e n c e s  of s e n s i t i v e ,  d e m a n d in g  

d e c i s io n s .  A nd h e r e  so  q u ic k ly  h e  w a s  b a c k .

W hat w i l l  i t  be  l ik e  w hen  J a n u a r y  c o m e s  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  s u r c e a s e  f r o m  

a l l  o f th i s .

^ I  th o ugh t of the  s t o r i e s  the  P a r k  S e rv ic e  m e n  h a d  to ld  a t  d in n e r  a b o u t

* -  the In d ia n  p i c to g r a p h s  on th e  c l i f f s  dow n in  the A m is ta d  D am  a r e a .  A nyhow

fo r  o v e r  2 y e a r s  I  h a v e  t r i e d  to g e t  dow n t h e r e  to s e e  th e m , a n d  t h e i r  t r i p  out 

to the  C a s c a d e  M o u n ta in s  - -  th e  m o s t  m a g n i f ic e n t  p a r t  of th is  c o u n t r y  t h e y  s a y  - -  

a n d  I  th o u g h t  of m y  l a s t  phone  c a l l  f r o m  T ony  te l l in g  a b o u t  h i s  c a m p in g  t r i p  

u p  in  the  m o u n ta in s  w i th  h i s  two g r a n d c h i ld r e n .  A ll  of th o s e  th in g s  f o r  m e  

h a v e  a  l u r e .

A f t e r  c ro w d in g  in to  th e s e  2 - 1 / 2  d a y s  th o u s a n d s  of m i l e s  a n d  a  p o u n d in g  

of w o r k  a n d  d e c i s io n s ,  w h a t w i l l  i t  be  l ik e  in  J a n u a r y .  A s u r c e a s e  f o r  m e .

I  w e n t  to b e d  th in k in g  a b o u t  a l l  the  P a r k  S e rv ic e  m e n s  s t o r i e s  of lo o k in g  

a t  a l l  o f  the  In d ia n  p i c t o g r a p h s . . .  


