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L y n d o n  a n d  I  w e n t  to St. F r a n c i s  X a v ie r  C h u rc h  w ith  M a r i e  a n d  

J i m . E v e n  w ith  L u c i  no t h e r e .  She a n d  the  b a b y  a r e  dow n a t  A s t r o  w o r l d  

w ith  the  S co tt  M a n n s .  L y n d o n  l ik e s  to go to F a t h e r  S c h n e id e r 's  l i t t l e  

c h u r c h .

B a c k  a t  the  h o u s e  he c a l l e d  M r .  K e l lam  a n d  m e  in to  h i s  ro o m  

to t r y  on th e  k h a k i  o u tf i ts  he h a d  h a d  m a d e  fo r  u s  b y  M r .  F r a n k  - -  h i s  

San A n ton io  t a i l o r .  N e v e r  w a s  t h e r e  a n y b o d y  w ho e n jo y ed  m o r e  g iv ing  

g i f t s .  B u t he  w a n ts  to s e e  them  t r i e d  on a n d  a t  once  - -  a n d  l ik e d .  T o  m y  

p l e a s u r e  J e s s e  k e p t  h i s  on - -  a  r a r e  th ing  s in c e  f o r  the  15 o r  so  y e a r s  

th a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  t ry in g  to g e t  h im  in to  r a n c h - ty p e  c lo th e s  . H e  p e r s i s t s  

in  w e a r i n g  h i s  d a r k ,  c o n v e n t io n a l ,  b a n k e r s  su i t  w h ic h  L y n d o n  c a l l s  " b lu e  

v e lv e t " .

We ro d e  ou t to  the  a i r p o r t  to  m e e t  the  C o n v a i r  f r o m  W a sh in g to n .  

A n d  t h e r e  w a s  B ob  H a r d e s t y  a n d  h i s  w ife  an d  fo u r  c h i ld r e n  - -  w i d e - e y e d  

a n d  e a g e r .  And th e  H a r r y  M id d le to n s .  L yndon  th in k s  th e s e  two m e n  

m i g h t  w o r k  in  h i s  o ff ice  dow n h e r e  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  20 th . A n d  th i s  i s  a  

g e t - a c q u a in te d  t r i p .  A nd  th e r e  a l s o  a r r i v e d  one of th o s e  p r o b l e m s  w h ic h  

h a v e  e n l iv e n e d  o u r  l iv e s  th e s e  33 y e a r s .  A new  s e r v a n t  - -  a  C h in a m a n .  

L yndon  h a d  a r r a n g e d  to h i r e  h im  in  San S a lv a d o r  w ith o u t  e v e r  la y in g  e y e s  

on h im ,  know ing  th a t  he  spoke  no E n g l i s h  a n d  a  l i t t l e  S p a n ish .  I  h a d  

d i s m i s s e d  i t  f r o m  m y  m in d  a s  a  b a d  d r e a m  th a t  w ou ld  p r o b a b ly  n e v e r  

c o m e  t r u e .  A nd h e r e  he w a s  w a lk in g  down the  r a m p .
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F i r s t ,  w e a s k e d  h im  h i s  n a m e .  T h e  w o rd s  th a t  e m e r g e d  w e r e  

n o th in g  th a t  I  c o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d .  1 th ough t I h e a r d  "W o ng" , though  I  s a id  

"M r .  W ong, g e t  in  w ith  u s  a n d  w e ' l l  t r y  to f in d  you  a  p la c e  to  s t a y ." 

L yndon  ta lk e d  to h im  in  S p an ish  w ith  m u c h  u s e  of the  h a n d s ,  a  l i t t l e  

lo u d e r  than  u s u a l  a s  though  h is  p ro b le m  w a s  b e in g  h a r d  of h e a r in g .  A nd  

n e i t h e r  of u s  h a d  the  v a g u e s t  id e a  how  m u c h  M r .  Wong u n d e r s to o d .  

A lth o u g h  to m y  c h a g r in  h e  s e e m e d  to  u n d e r s t a n d  L yndon  b e t t e r  th a n  he 

d id  m e .  A n d  I  th in k  I know  m o r e  S pan ish . I  s u g g e s te d  p u t t in g  h im  in  

the new  t r a i l e r .  W e  o p en ed  th e  d o o r .  A la s ,  i t  w a s  o c c u p ie d .  W hat a  

c o m p le x  th is  R a n c h  i s  - -  m a in  h o u s e ,  g u e s t  h o u s e s ,  t r a i l e r s .  I  lo o k  

f o r w a r d  on ly  g lo o m ily  to re -a ssu m in g  th e  r o le  of h o te l  m a n a g e r .

We pu t M r .  W ong in  the t in y  t r a i l e r .  And th e n  lo a d e d  up  the 

H a r d e s t y s  a n d  th e  M id d le to n s  a n d  J e s s e  a n d  M a r ie  an d  M a r y  a n d  w e w e n t  

f o r  a  r id e  th ro u g h  the  D a n z  a n d  the M a r t i n  - -  b a c k  in  t im e  f o r  a  l a t e  

b ig  lunch .

L y n d a  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  H o u s to n , an d  I took  a  n ap .  And th e n  w e  

w e n t  s w im m in g .  A nd w h ile  I  h a d  m y  h a i r  done , I f in i s h e d  go ing  o v e r  

the  le n g th y  l i s t  of p o s s ib le  a p p o in te e s  to  the A r t s  C o u n c i l  a n d  th e  K e n n e d y  

C e n t e r .  I w a n te d  to m a k e  s u r e  th is  l a s t  t im e  th a t  so m e  w e l l - q u a l i f i e d ,  

good f r i e n d s  of o u r s  w e r e  a p p o in te d  in  th e s e  p la c e s .  A n d  I  h a d  a s k e d  th e  

m o s t  k n o w le d g ea b le  p e o p le  I  knew  a n d  h a d  w e ig h ed  in  m y  m in d  a  long  

l i s t .  A nd  h a d  p ro d u c e d  I th o u g h t  s o m e  good r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h ich
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L y n d o n  c o u ld  fo llow  o r  not - -  R e b e c c a  H a r kne s s ,  R u th  C a r t e r  J o h n so n ,  

R o b e r t  M a r r o w ,  R u d o lf  S e rk in  a n d  J e a n  D a l ry m p le .

A nd  th en  in  th e  l a t e  e v e n in g  w hen  the w o r k  w a s  f in i s h e d  a n d  

B e r n i e c e  h a d  f in i s h e d  w ith  m y  h a i r - d o ,  I  w e n t  to  jo in  L yndon . H e  w as

a l r e a d y  r id in g  w ith  the  H a r d e s t y s  a n d  the M id d le to n s .  A nd w e  d ro v e  

f o r  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  h a lf ,  lo o k in g  a t  r o c k  h o u s e s .  We s to p p e d  by  th e  l i t t l e  

one  th a t  I  hope  th a t  R o y  W hite  w i l l  b u y  in  t im e  - -  M r .  L in d ig s  - -  a l m o s t  

w i th in  s ig h t  of o u r s .  A nd w e w ound  up  on the top  of the  M a r t i n  a t  s u n s e t .

T h e s e  s u m m e r  e v e n in g s  a r e  a  joy  to l iv e .  I t ' s  a  t im e  o f lo n g  

s h a d o w s .  A nd a s  you  lo o k  a c r o s s  the  p a s t u r e s  you  c a n  s e e  th e  sh ad o w s  

th a t  the  t r e e s  c a s t .  T he  ch an g in g  lights h av e  a  lo v e ly  q u a l i ty .  A n d  i t ' s  

the  t im e  of young fa w n s .  T h e y  a r e  ru n n in g  b e h in d  th e i r  m o t h e r s  - -  o f te n  

th e y  a r e  tw in s  - -  b ro w n  a n d  d a p p le d  w ith  w h ite .  Oh, so  c u te .  O n ce  w e 

p a s s e d  a  k i n d e r g a r t e n  p r a c t i c a l l y .  Six l i t t l e  faw ns  a n d  on ly  o n e  doe .

And a n o th e r  t im e  w e c a m e  u p o n  the t in i e s t  faw n of a l l .  H e m u s t  h av e  

b e e n  o n ly  a  few  h o u r s  o ld . He w a s  ru n n in g  on  s h a k y  l e g s ,  a n d  h e  l a id  

\d o w n  in  a  l i t t l e  m o t  of l iv e  o a k s  a n d  c u r l e d  up  in  a  b a l l  and^B pK ^he  w a s  

in v is ib le  I  s u p p o s e .  We s to p p e d  a n d  w a tc h e d  h im .  A nd th e n  d r o v e  on i n  

th e  o p p o s i te  d i r e c t io n  so  a s  n o t  to f r i g h t e n  h im .  He w a s  too  t i r e d  to 

ru n  a n y m o r e .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  d e e r  in  the M a r t in  th a t  s o m e t i m e s  

you  c a n  s e e  30 a t  a  t im e  o r  e v en  40, a n d  a s  m a n y  a s  8 b i g  r a c k s  of

h o r n s .  A nd  i t  i s  the  t im e  of l i t t l e  c a lv e s  a l s o .  T w o w e r e  b o r n  r ig h t
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in  the  t r a p  in  f r o n t  of the  C e d a r  H o u se .  I w o n d e re d  i f  the H a r d e s t y  

c h i l d r e n  - -  c i ty  b r e d  - -  w e r e  e x c i t e d  ab o u t th a t .  I t  i s  a l s o  the  t i m e 

of m o w in g  the  Sudan, a n d  b a l e s  of h a y - s ta c k e d  in  the  f i e ld s ,  a n d  the 

s tu b b le  f a in t ly  go ld  in  e s p e c i a l l y  the l a t e  e v en in g  l ig h t .

A s  w e lo o k  out th e  d in ing  ro o m  w indow  a t  the lo n g  s lo p e  of la n d  

r i s i n g  to the  N o r th  a n d  s e e  the b a l e s  of h a y  p i le d  up  a n d  the c a t t l e  g r a z in g  

f a r t h e r  up  the  h i l l ,  i t  is  j u s t  a  s ig h t  of p le n ty  th a t  d o es  y o u r  h e a r t  good.

And so w e w o u ld  have  one m o r e  d ay  of r e s t  a n d  r e t u r n  to  

W a s h in g to n  T u e s d a y .


