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It was perhaps the portent of many days to come. Most of it was |

.spent workirig on the Library.

- - First, in the morning I had coffee in the Yellow Room with Mrs.

Lem Scarborough of Austin and Mrs. Logan Wilson who lives in Washington

" now. And it was bright, easy, feminine chatter. Ar_xd theh I dispatchend _

the ladies on'a tour of the White House, and went to the Treaty Room for |
which I will always have a special affection for so much of my'ow'*n work

has gone on there. This was a meeting on the Librair’y. And the puréose

‘was to come up with a picture howevei' vague of life in the White House

‘- ~and to plan an exhibit. Dr. fmisimer Grover 1is going to meet with Arlthur

Drexler in about a week, and he héd best be arrned vﬁth some fa;rly clear
picture of what we who have lived it think life in the White House is like -
.and hbow‘ you.can express it in .a space 20 by 20 feet, or whatevex; it 'is.
Around the old 'table in the .Tx"eaty Room were ga.there'd, Dr _Crover,
Dorothy Térrito, Juanita, Gary.Yarringtonv' -- the exhibi‘tsv man .f>or{ the

Libraryt-‘- and that triumvirate who should be able to expresé more than

anybody life in the White House -- Liz and Bess and I. Ashton sat in'i‘

with: us. She too has seen a very personal side of.it, as a so‘x“t‘ of "mothéf
confesso:-"_'. to more members of the familYi than anyone I expéct. ’

' Dr.‘ Grover who Waste.s rlxo xtime and is an orga.nized man had
copies o_£ the p.}\ah laid‘atb each orv1’els placé. We couid see ﬁhé_amoun_t of‘

space allotted for the dispiéy on life in the White House -- that is unless
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we fought for more.  And we all just began to talk. Liz suggested a
m odel of the White House with the rooms furnished of course. And it

was. she who came up with the idea of having in front of the case where

: Lyﬁda's wedding dress would be displayed, a short film of three or four

minutes of excerpts from Lynda's‘weddingv -~ her father escorting her

down the ‘staircase, she and Chuck kneeling in front of Reverend McAllister ‘

at‘the altar in fhe East Roqm, and then marching out all smiles underneath
t};e ,croéséd swlords. of l;iis Marine éomrades; A And the sé.?n’e sort of thing
for Luci's, ‘And‘Dr.v Grover -- or was it Dofothy or Juanita -- tvalkvéd'
about transparencés of the East Room or the Blue Room to be used és -
backgrogr#ds for the Wédding dress. Juanita .:ecalled’the lovely exhibit

we had s;een:.at Expo of the caiﬁedrél w;th its _ddors open and the wédding
party going in. Y‘And for the: c.hiné. -~ this Qas Be‘ss‘ eé.rnest wish -- there
must be a place getting with é. transparency background and a beautiful

silk flower bouquet On. the table, I think everybody thought at once of

a display of Christmas.in the White House. And Liz, quite naturally, |

was intent on'a campaign exhibit and a mail display.

We talked for nearly two hours. Much of it vague, but some of
it capable of being confined within the shall we say 20 by 20 feet of space.
But it at least armed Dr. Grover for his meeting with Mr.’ Drexier who

has not lived here but’ who;is‘c.harge'.d with trying to éxprés_s it.
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And then I left and went to Mr. Per's for a shampoo and set,
ha.virig m y lunch -- a bowl of rice with some rasins sent to me, Iam

still feeling scjueamish, oddly uncertain after that bout with whatever it

was in New York Tuesday morning. I am not used to being sick, and it

é.nnOyS and erhbarra‘sses me.

. .Ivleft at nearly 3:00, ‘and went_directiy to.the Aﬁacoétié Naval
Phoéo Lab to see the film of our walk thiough the Ranch»hbuse with Simbne.
And pncé ag;ip this ~_wee_k"I knew tlr.1e‘ taste of success --a m‘inor triumph.
It was good. .Lyndon Qas gfeat. 'How really fur.my ‘th.at I shouldi have woiked
very hard f.or three days and the whole crew should have workéd very; hard
fof fhreé day.rs ‘and he comes in, sits dowﬁ on the sofa and talks about ten

minutes -- no retakes, no preparation -- and he is the star. lam so

- happy because I can tell him that never again can he say "I just can't come .

across on film or on TV -- it's not my medium." He did come across.
I_ co‘ngr,a_tulatved Tox.n‘y,Léeb‘and all the crew with a big smile, 'andv we
chalkéd 'upﬂa"nother minqr_\}icto:y. ‘. Now if I can just do as vé:ell on the. :
film of the upstairs of the Whité House ;-. the living.quartérs.i I hé.vé
not heg..z':d from Dr.. .Stantoin’. And Mr, W_olff_rett;rned the script in an

envelope with no comments. He had told Simone on the phone that they

- wanted to do it and that Dr. Stanton would be talking to.me. I‘fel't.

y

definitely that morning when I met with him in the little Lincoln Sitting -
Room that this was a brush-off. And so we do it ourselves here the

best we can, and we shall have it.
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And then after the walk through the White House we saw one of

the monthly films. And if I had been elated before, I was promptly

reduce.d.by it because it was awful. They had worked on it and it was
worse than before théy worked on it. It will simply have to be begun

from the beginning. - And the time schedule is already a strain. Iam

-determined to' devote as many hours as needed on this film pr'oject.‘ If

~ only 1had realized what a treasure it could be back in the summer of

166 iﬁsfead‘of in the Spring of "68._‘ I suppose at the” end of one's time
in the White House one is equip‘ed-to give advice to the next person - .-
cvomin-g' ivn, except each of us mus;_travei this road wvith'vour own é.bilities
and our own aims.

Back at the White House I worked on mail with Ashton and then
got dr»essecbi for thé White Housé Fellows Reception ;— ’going over the gues.t

lists. And Iwas in the Yellow Room at the door promptly at 6:00. Ihad

_ pia.nned this as a quiet, intimate talking party. I wanted to get to know .
‘better theysAe exceptionally bright young people gathered from all over the

United States. And so I had just asked the F»ellow's -~ the 16 of fhe_m -- andf'

a few people from our staff who had worked with them -- the 'Dou'g‘Caters
and Erv Duggan, the trio who will be going with us, the Hardestys, Tom
Johnsons and Middletons, '. And Joe Frantz, because I want to include him

in some W hite House things. . I want him to get the flavor of it as a part of

the background for his workihg on oral history. And I want him to know

them too. And a couple more of the staff -- the Charles Maguires and
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Peter Behchleyé. I was particularly sbrry that the John Roches could ’
not come, 'Hle_has already left.

_ There is a' White House Fellow in each of the 12.Cabihet offices --

‘one w»ith‘ the Vice President, the U.N., smtthe Budget, and with the White

House.

We had drinks and our best-hors d'oeuvres. Tommy Atkins and

 Bob Knudson were on hand for pictures. I opened the door to the Truman

Baléon_y_a,nd led a groﬁp of them out there where we had some quiet and
good talk., AndlI tried to spend a"few‘m.inute's with each of them. Only

one, Doris Kearns, did I know well. ~And I especially wanted to meet

Dr. Peter Crow who is working at State and John Macy had suggésted
- as a possible Director of the Libréry ~-- a handsome, impressive young

~ man. But each of them in their leaving September 1st have been offered

many wonderful jobs I understand. They'are really the cream of the =
country. It's one of the prograihé that Lyndon has introduced. Itis a

great mixture of taking the b'righ'te‘yst young men from industry', finance,

‘universities, bringing them into the stream of Government life, showing

them how it really works, and then dispa.tching them back -- most of fhefh

go, some of them stay like Tom Johnson. But those that go back take with

them understanding.j And.there is a transfusion of ideas and knowledgev

that's all to the good of- the futuré_of this country.

s e e s i i
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One of the first Fellows who has now been out about 2 years
and gone back into his field of finance has worked in trying to interest

private money in ihvesting in low-cost housing or ghetto- areas. Andhe

. is trying to crossbreed HUD with that.

Lyndon came in about 7:00 and presented certificates to each of

" the Fellows. And then I presented a copy of ""To Heal and to Build" to

Tom Carr, the Director of the White House Fellows program who is

- leaving to return to Princeton. And then‘Lyndon with swift greetings

went all around and was gone. The Receptlon went on though for a good

2- 1/2 hours w1thout quite attaining the quahty I had hoped for, mamly‘ '
through my fault. There was absolutely no glitter or brightness in me

today. And I moved sluggish.' I quietly said goodbye at 8:30 1eaving themn

all st111 hav1ng a good time together and I notmed they started danc1ng

“in. the east end of the Ha.ll

Lyndon came a 11tt1e past 9:00 and we ha.d d1nner together -- Just

the two of us. And still feehng squeamlsh I ate only a little chlcken.

*“And then a rub and then to bed, onlyﬂmoderately satisfied with my

performance on this day. And always there is a growing awareness of

how few the days will be here and how much there is to be done.




