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It w as  p e rh a p s  the p o r te n t  of m an y  days to com e. M o st of it w as  

spen t w ork ing  on the L ib ra ry .

F i r s t ,  in  the m o rn in g  I had  coffee in the Yellow Room w ith  M rs .

Lem S ca rb o ro u g h  of A ustin  and  M rs .  Logan W ilson who l iv e s  in W ashing ton  

now. And i t  w as  b r ig h t ,  e a sy ,  fem in ine  c h a t te r .  And then I  d isp a tc h e d  

the la d ie s  on a  tou r  of the W hite H ouse, and  w ent to the T r e a ty  Room f o r  

w hich  I w il l  a lw ay s  have  a  s p e c ia l  a f fec tio n  fo r  so m uch  of m y  own w o r k  

h a s  gone on th e re .  T h is  w as  a m e e tin g  on the L ib r a r y .  And the p u rp o se  

w as  to com e up w ith  a  p ic tu re  h o w ev er  vague of life  in  the W hite H ouse  

and  to p lan  an  exh ib it .  Dr. itnandidfewg G ro v e r  is  going to m e e t  w ith  A r th u r  

D re x le r  in  ab o u t a  w eek, and  he had  b e s t  be a r m e d  w ith  so m e  f a i r ly  c l e a r  

p ic tu re  of w hat we who have l iv ed  i t  th ink  life  in the White H ouse is  l ik e  

and  how you>^can e x p r e s s  i t  in  a sp ace  20 b y  20 fee t ,  o r  w h a te v e r  i t  i s .

A round  the old tab le  in  the T r e a ty  Room w e re  g a th e re d .  D r .  G r o v e r ,  

D oro thy  T e r r i t o ,  Ju an ita ,  G a ry  Y a r r in g to n  - -  the exh ib its  m a n  fo r  the 

L i b r a r y  - -  and  th a t  t r iu m v i r a te  who should  be ab le  to e x p r e s s  m o re  th a n  

anybody  life  in  the W hite H ouse - -  L iz  and B e s s  and I. A sh ton  s a t  in  

w ith  u s .  She too has  seen  a  v e ry  p e r so n a l  s ide  of it,  a s  a  s o r t  of " m o th e r  

c o n fe s s o r"  to m o re  m e m b e r s  of the fam ily  than anyone I ex p ec t.

D r. G ro v e r  who w a s te s  no tim e and  is  an  o rg a n iz e d  m a n  had 

c o p ies  of the p lan  la id  a t  each  o n e 's  p lace .  We could  see  the am o u n t of 

sp ace  a l lo t te d  fo r  the d isp la y  on life  in  the W hite House - -  th a t  is  u n le s s
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we fought fo r  m o re .  And we a l l  ju s t  b eg an  to ta lk . L iz  s u g g e s te d  a 

m o d e l  of the W hite H ouse w ith  the ro o m s  fu rn ish e d  of c o u r s e .  And it  

w as  she  who c a m e  up w ith  the idea  of hav ing  in  f ro n t  of the c a s e  w h e re  

L y n d a 's  wedding d r e s s  w ould  be d isp lay ed ,  a  s h o r t  f ilm  of th re e  o r  fo u r  

m in u te s  of e x c e rp ts  f ro m  L y n d a 's  wedding - -  h e r  f a th e r  e s c o r t in g  h e r  

down the s t a i r c a s e ,  she and  C huck kneeling  in  f r on t of R e v e re n d  M c A ll i s te r  

a t  the a l t a r  in  the E a s t  Room , and  then  m a rc h in g  out a l l  s m i le s  u n d e rn e a th  

the c r o s s e d  sw o rd s  of h is  M a rin e  c o m ra d e s .  And the s a m e  s o r t  of th ing  

fo r  L u c i 's .  And Dr. G ro v e r  - -  o r  w as  it  D oro thy  o r  Ju a n ita  - -  ta lk ed  

abou t t ra n sp a re n c ie s  of the E a s t  Room o r  the Blue Room to be u s e d  a s  

b ack g ro u n d s  fo r  the w edding d r e s s .  Ju an ita  r e c a l le d  the lo v e ly  ex h ib it  

w e h a d  s e e n  a t  Expo of the c a th e d ra l  w ith  i ts  d o o rs  open and  the w edding  

p a r ty  going in. And fo r  the ch ina  - -  th is  w as  B e s s '  e a r n e s t  w ish  - -  t h e r e  

m u s t  be a  p lace  se tt in g  w ith  a  t r a n s p a r e n c y  b ack g ro u n d  an d  a  b eau tifu l  

s i l k  f lo w er  bouquet on the tab le .  I  th ink  everybody  thought a t  once  of 

a  d isp la y  of C h r i s t m a s  in  the White H ouse . And L iz ,  quite  n a tu ra l ly ,  

w as  in ten t  on a  c a m p a ig n  exh ib it  and  a  m a i l  d isp lay .

We ta lk ed  fo r  n e a r ly  two h o u r s .  M uch of i t  vague, bu t so m e  o f 

i t  c ap ab le  of being confined  w ith in  the sh a ll  we say  20 by 20 fee t  of s p a c e .  

B ut i t  a t  l e a s t  a r m e d  D r. G ro v e r  for h is  m e e tin g  with M r. D re x le r  who 

h a s  not l iv ed  h e r e  but who is  c h a rg e d  w ith  try ing  to e x p re s s  it.
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And then I le f t  and  w ent to M r. P e r ' s  fo r  a  sham poo and  se t,  

hav ing  m y  lunch  - -  a  bowl of r ic e  w ith  so m e  r a is in s  sen t  to m e .  I a m  

s t i l l  fee lin g  sq u e a m ish ,  oddly u n c e r ta in  a f te r  tha t  bout w ith  w h a te v e r  i t  

w as  in  New Y o rk  T u e sd a y  m o rn in g .  I am  not u se d  to being s ic k ,  a n d  it  

annoys  and  e m b a r r a s s e s  m e.

I  le f t  a t  n e a r ly  3:00, and  w en t d i r e c t ly  to the A n a c o s t ia  N aval 

P h o to  L ab  to se e  the f ilm  of our w alk  th rough  the R anch  house  w ith  S im one. 

And once a g a in  th is  w eek  I knew the ta s te  of s u c c e s s  - -  a  m in o r  t r iu m p h .

It  w as  good. Lyndon w as  g re a t .  How r e a l ly  funny tha t I  shou ld  h ave  w orked  

f—' v e r y  h a r d  fo r  th r e e  days  and  the whole c re w  should  have w o rk e d  v e r y  h a rd

fo r  th re e  days  and  he co m es  in, s i t s  down on the sofa and ta lk s  abou t ten  

m in u te s  - -  no r e t a k e s ,  no p r e p a ra t io n  - -  and  he is  the s t a r .  I  am  so  

happy b e c a u s e  I can  te l l  h im  that n e v e r  ag a in  can  he s a y  "I ju s t  c a n ' t  com e, 

a c r o s s  on f ilm  o r  on TV - -  i t ' s  not m y  m ed iu m .'' He d id  co m e  a c r o s s .

I  c o n g ra tu la te d  Tony Loeb and  a l l  the c r e w  with a  big s m ile ,  an d  we 

ch a lk e d  up a n o th e r  m in o r  v ic to ry .  Now if I can  ju s t  do a s  w e ll  on the 

f ilm  of the u p s ta i r s  of the W hite H ouse  - -  the liv ing  q u a r t e r s .  I  have  

not h e a r d  f ro m  D r .  Stanton. And M r . Wolff r e tu rn e d  the s c r i p t  in a n  

. envelope  w ith  no c o m m e n ts .  He had  to ld  Simone on the phone th a t  th ey  

w an ted  to do i t  and  th a t  D r. Stanton would be talk ing  to m e . I fe l t  

d e f in ite ly  th a t  m o rn in g  when I m e t  w ith  h im  in the l i t t le  L in co ln  S itting  

Room  tha t th is  w as  a  b ru sh -o f f .  And so we do i t  o u r se lv e s  h e r e  the 

b e s t  we can , and  we s h a l l  have it .
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And then  a f t e r  the w a lk  th ro u g h  the White H ouse we saw one of 

the m o n th ly  f i lm s .  And if I h ad  b een  e la te d  b e fo re ,  I w as p ro m p t ly  

r e d u c e d  by  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  w as  awful. T h e y  had  w o rk ed  on i t  and  it  w as 

w o r s e  than b e fo re  they  w o rk ed  on it .  It w ill  s im p ly  have to be  begun  

f ro m  the beg inn ing . And the tim e sch ed u le  is  a l r e a d y  a  s t r a in .  I  am  

d e te r m in e d  to devote  a s  m an y  h o u rs  a s  needed  on th is  f ilm  p ro je c t .  If 

only I  h ad  r e a l i z e d  w hat a  t r e a s u r e  i t  could  be b a c k  in  the s u m m e r  of 

'66 in s te a d  of in  the Spring of '68. I suppose  a t  the end  of o n e 's  t im e  

in  the W hite H ouse one is  equipped to give adv ice  to the nex t p e r s o n  

c o m in g  in, excep t e ach  of us  m u s t  t r a v e l  this  ro a d  w ith  o u r  own a b i l i t i e s  

and  o u r  own a im s .

B ac k  a t  the White H ouse I w o rk ed  on m a i l  w ith  A shton  an d  then 

got d r e s s e d  fo r  the W hite H ouse  F e l lo w s  R ecep tio n  - -  going o v e r  the g u e s t  

l i s t s .  And I  w as  in  the Yellow Room a t  the door p ro m p tly  a t  6:00. I h ad  

p lan n ed  th is  a s  a  qu ie t,  in t im a te  ta lk ing  p a r ty .  I  w an ted  to g e t  to know . 

b e t t e r  th e se  ex cep tio n a lly  b r ig h t  young people g a th e re d  f ro m  a l l  o v e r  the 

U n i t e d  S ta te s .  And so I had  ju s t  a s k e d  the F e llow s  - -  the 16 of them  - -  a n d  

a  few  peop le  f ro m  o u r  s ta f f  who h ad  w o rk ed  w ith  them  - -  the Doug C a te r s  

and E r v  Duggan, the t r io  who w ill  be  going w ith  us, the H a rd e s ty s ,  Tom  

Jo h n so n s  an d  M idd le tons .  And Joe F r a n tz ,  b e c a u se  I want to inc lude  h im  

in  so m e  W h ite  H ouse th ings .  I w an t h im  to get the f la v o r  of i t  a s  a  p a r t  of 

the b ack g ro u n d  fo r  h is  w ork ing  on o r a l  h is to ry .  And I want h im  to know 

them  too. And a  couple  m o re  of the s ta f f  - -  the C h a r le s  M a g u ire s  and
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P e t e r  B en c h le y s .  I  w as p a r t ic u la r ly  s o r r y  th a t  the John R o ch e s  could  

not c o m e .  He h a s  a l r e a d y  le f t.

T h e re  i s  a  White H ouse F e l lo w  in  each  of the 12 C ab ine t o ff ice s  - -  

one w ith  the V ice  P r e s id e n t ,  the U. N.,  the Budget^ a n d  w ith  the W hite 

H ouse .

We had  d r in k s  and  o u r  b e s t  h o r s  d 'o e u v re s .  T o m m y  A tk ins  a n d  

Bob K nudson w e re  on h an d  fo r  p ic tu r e s .  I opened the door to the T r u m a n  

B a lco n y  and  le d  a  g roup  of them  out th e r e  w h e re  we h ad  so m e  q u ie t  a n d  

good ta lk . And I  t r i e d  to spend  a  few m in u te s  w ith  e a c h  of th e m . Only 

one, D o r is  K e a rn s ,  d id  I know w ell .  And I e s p e c ia l ly  w anted  to m e e t  

D r .  P e t e r  C ro w  who is  w ork ing  a t  S tate  and  John M acy  had  s u g g e s te d  

a s  a  p o s s ib le  D i r e c to r  of the L ib r a r y  - -  a  h an d so m e , im p r e s s iv e  young 

m a n .  B ut e a c h  of them  in  th e i r  le av in g  S ep tem b er  1st have b een  o f fe re d  

m a n y  w onderfu l jobs  I u n d e rs ta n d .  T h e y  a r e  r e a l ly  the c r e a m  of the 

c o u n try .  I t ' s  one of the p r o g r a m s  th a t  Lyndon h a s  in tro d u ced . I t  i s  a  

g r e a t  m ix tu re  of taking the b r ig h te s t  young m e n  fro m  in d u s try ,  f in a n c e ,  

u n i v e r s i t i e s , b r in g in g  them  in to  the s t r e a m  of G o v ern m en t l ife ,  show ing 

them  how it  r e a l ly  w o rk s ,  and  then  d isp a tch in g  them  b a c k  - -  m o s t  of them  

go, so m e  of them  s ta y  like  Tom  Johnson . But those  tha t  go b a c k  take  with 

them  u n d e rs ta n d in g .  And th e re  i s  a  t ra n s fu s io n  of id eas  and  know ledge 

th a t 's  a l l  to the good of the fu tu re  of th is  coun try .
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One of the f i r s t  F e l lo w s  who h a s  now b een  out abou t 2 y e a r s  

and  gone b a c k  in to  h is  f ie ld  of f inance  h a s  w o rk ed  in  try in g  to i n t e r e s t  

p r iv a te  m o n ey  in in v es tin g  in lo w -c o s t  housing  o r  ghetto  a r e a s .  A n d  he 

is  try in g  to c r o s s b r e e d  HUD w ith  that.

Lyndon cam e  in about 7:00 and  p re s e n te d  c e r t i f i c a te s  to e a c h  of 

th e  F e l lo w s .  And then  I p r e s e n te d  a copy of "T o  H ea l and to B u ild "  to 

T om  C a r r ,  the D i r e c to r  of the  White H ouse  F e llo w s  p ro g ra m  who i s  

le a v in g  to r e t u r n  to P r in c e to n .  And then  Lyndon w ith  sw ift g r e e t in g s  

w en t a l l  a ro u n d  and  w as  gone. The R ec ep tio n  w ent on though fo r  a  good 

2 - 1 /2  h o u rs  w ithout qu ite  a t ta in in g  the q u a li ty  I h ad  hoped fo r ,  m a in ly  

th ro u g h  m y  fau lt.  T h e re  w as  a b s o lu te ly  no g l i t t e r  o r  b r ig h tn e s s  in  m e  

today. And I  m o v ed  s lu g g ish .  I q u ie t ly  s a id  goodbye a t  8:30 le a v in g  them 

a l l  s t i l l  having a  good t im e  to g e th e r ,  an d  I  n o ticed  they s t a r t e d  dan c in g  

in  the e a s t  end of the H all.

Lyndon c a m e  a  l i t t le  p a s t  9:00 an d  we had  d in n er  to g e th e r  - -  ju s t  

the two of u s .  And s t i l l  fee lin g  sq u e a m is h  I a te  only a  l i t t le  c h ic k e n .

And th en  a  ru b  and  then  to bed , only m o d e ra te ly  s a t i s f ie d  w ith  m y  

p e r fo r m a n c e  on th is  day. And a lw ays th e re  i s  a  grow ing a w a r e n e s s  of 

how few the days w il l  be h e re  and  how m u ch  th e re  is  to be done.
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