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I  t r i e d  to m ak e  up  fo r  a  l im p  W ednesday. A l i t t le  p a s t  9:30 

I  w en t out to the N aval F ilm  Lab . I h ad  a s k e d  L iz  and  J a c k  V alen ti  

and  M iddle ton  to co m e . Simone w as  a l r e a d y  t h e r e . We sp e n t  n e a r ly  

th re e  h o u r s  looking  f i r s t  a t  M a rc h  of '68. We dec id ed  to go w ith  the 

c h ro n o lo g ic a l  f i lm  r a th e r  than beg inn ing  with the sm a sh in g  d r a m a  of 

L yn d o n 's  M a rc h  31st sp e e c h  and  then re tu rn in g  to i t  a t  the end .

L iz  and  J a c k  and  M r .  M iddleton  a l l  m ad e  v e ry  good su g g es t io n s .

I  only  w ish  I h a d  v a lu ed  th e se  f i lm s  fo r  w hat they  a r e  2 y e a r s  ago . J a c k  

h ad  to leav e  m idw ay. T h en  we did J a n u a ry .  T h e re  i s  a c tu a l ly  so m uch  

) in  them  tha t i s  f i r s t - r a t e .  I am  v e r y  p ro u d  of the pho tography , and  I 

th ink  the in c r e a s e d  w o rk  show s. • I  am . g ra te fu l  th a t  the N avy  is  so 

c o o p e ra t iv e .  I t  m u s t  be s h e e r  confusion  to have th is  m a n y  co o k s  s t i r r i n g  

the b ro th .  W e d ec id ed  th a t  th e se  two s c r ip t  w r i t e r s  w e re  th e  b e s t  of any  

of the f i lm s  we have  seen . On the way b a c k  Simone and I p la n n e d  to t a l k '  

to M r .  W in te r fe l t  and  se e  if  they  could  be a s s ig n e d  to the m o s t  im p o r ta n t  

m o n th s .

B ack  a t  the W hite H ouse I p ick ed  up Lynda B ird ,  an d  without lunch  

we s e t  out to W. C. C a m p b e l l 's  to look a t  a  f ile  cab in e t  fo r  C h u ck 's  

b i r th d a y .  I  am  e n o rm o u s ly  f la t t e r e d  tha t  she w an ts  m y  a d v ic e .  She 

m a k e s  m e  fe e l  that our hom e h a s  b een  a l l  r ig h t  th e se  m a n y  y e a r s ,  th a t  

y  she  c a r e s  abou t m y  judgm ent and  m y  ta s te  in  fu rn i tu r e .  F o r  feKDteac fu rn i tu r e  

i t  i s ,  not a  p la in  f ile  cab ine t .  One looked  ju s t  l ike  a  n ice  tab le  for the hall^
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and  a n o th e r  l ik e  a  good end table fo r  the sofa . T hey  a r e  o r d e r in g  one 

fo r  h e r  an d  she w ill  decide soon. And i t ' s  m y  b i r th d a y  p r e s e n t  to Chuck.

■ B a c k  u p s ta i r s  I found Lyndon having  lunch  w ith  M ayor D a ley . He 

a s k e d  u s  to s i t  down. We did. The M ayor w as giving h im  a  s a l e s  talk  

abou t com ing  to C hicago . The D e m o c ra ts  w an ted  to give h im  a  rousing  

w e lc o m e ,  they  w an ted  to  show th e i r  a p p re c ia t io n .  Lyndon g av e  h im  l i t t l e  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  tha t he  w ould  com e. He s topped  ju s t  s h o r t  of a  positive  

"no". A nd w hat of m e ?  I s a id  I w ould do w h a te v e r  Lyndon w a n te d  m e to  

do. I  have  no e n th u s ia sm  fo r  going. T h is  convention  b e longs  to  o th e rs ,  

and  I  am  d e lig h ted  to le t  th e m  have  i t .  But I do w ant to m ak e  u p  our m in d s  

- -  s e t  - -  and  s t i c k  to it.

T h e re  w as  a  tape m a c h in e  s i t t in g  on the tab le , and  th ey  h a d  b e e n  

l i s te n in g  to C h u ck 's  tape  w hich  he  h a d  se n t  to Lynda. Lyndon s ta r t e d  p lay in g  

i t  ag a in ,  a n d  I l i s te n e d  w ith  a  s t r a n g e  m ix tu re  of awe and  c o m p a ss io n .  Y es ,  

an d  th e re  w as  p r id e  too. He is  such  a  m a n  - -  Chuck. And Lyndon  w as so 

p ro u d  of h im . I  cou ld  se e  Lynda B ird  did not l ik e  having us  l i s t e n  to i t ,  

an d  l a t e r  I h e a r d  so v e r y  e legan tly .  H e r  daddy s im p ly  does n o t  u n d e rs ta n d .

Lyndon and  M ay o r  D aley  ta lked  of the w a r .  It w as  e a s y  to see  th a t  

M a y o r  D aley  did not th ink  any  of them  w e re  w o r th  fighting f o r  - -  not the 

V ie tn a m e se ,  no t the T h a i s ,  not the F i l i p i n os, not the K o re a n s .  He to ld  

h im  r a t h e r  h e a te d ly  w hat a  s tro n g ,  cap ab le ,  " o n - i ts -o w n "  n a t io n  K orea  

h a d  s e e m e d  to u s  w hen we w e re  th e re .  He s im p ly  w an ts  out. Lyndon t r i e d

. ...I
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to ex p la in  to h im  w hat he faced  - -  tha t he the P r e s id e n t  t ry in g  to b a rg a in  

fo r  p eace ,  speak in g  fo r  the United S ta te s ,  and  e v e ry  one of the  w ould-be 

c a n d id a te s  y ipping up h e re  and  th e re  - -  m ak ing  th e i r  o f fe rs .  He said, 

" M a y o r ,  ju s t  suppose  I w as  t ra d in g  w ith  you, to s e l l  you a h o u s e .  And 

I sa id ,  'M ay o r ,  I ' l l  s e l l  you and  M r s . D aley  this  house  fo r  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  and 

no t a  d o l la r  l e s s ' .  And you s t a r t e d  to leave  and  Lady B ird  fo llow ed  you 

to the d o o r  and  sa id ,  'M r .  M ayor,  if  you d o n 't  buy i t  fo r  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 , I ' l l  

s e l l  i t  to you fo r  $ 1 8 ,0 0 0 . '  And Lynda B ird  follow ed you on o u t  to the 

g a te  an d  sa id ,  'If you d o n 't  buy it f ro m  them  I ' l l  le t  you have  i t  fo r  $ 1 6 ,0 0 0 ',  

W h a t  w ould  you do."

It w as  a n  e n o rm o u s ly  te ll ing  s to ry .  The P r e s id e n t  a n d  the 

A d m in is t r a t io n  a r e  be ing  b a d g e re d  and  u n d e rm in e d  e v e ry  foot of the w ay 

by  the ca n d id a te s .  The w hole th ing*  m a k e s  m e  gladder and  gladder I  am  

not one of them . The M a y o r 's  w hole a t t i tu d e  spoke e lo q u en tly  of the 

g row ing  iso la t io n is m  in  th is  co u n try .  He ro s e  f ro m  the tab le  an d  I  went 

in to  m y  ro o m  and  s ta y e d  on the phone, ca ll in g  Roy W hite and  J e s s e  and 

A. W. w ork ing  out fo r  M r.  B r ig h t  in  the  N ational P a r k  S e rv ic e  the 

in fo rm a t io n  he h a d  to have abou t the l i t t le  house  in  Johnson  C i ty  in  

p r e p a r a t io n  of u s  o ffe r in g  i t  fo r  the N ationa l P a r k  S e rv ic e  s o m e  tim e 

a f t e r  J a n u a ry  20th.

And then I d r e s s e d  fo r  the A m b a s s a d o r s '  w iv es .  I w en t  into the 

Y ellow  Room  to r e c e iv e  them . T h e re  w e re  five f ro m  B u rm a  a n d  Indonesia

MEMORANDUM

THE W H ITE HOUSE



MEMORANDUM

W A S H I N G T O N

THE W H ITE HOUSE

T h u rs d a y ,  A ugust 1, 1968 P ag e  4

and  M a u r i t iu s  - -  the n ew es t,  l i t t l e s t  coun try ,  and  P a r a g u a y  a n d  the Iv o ry  

C o as t ,  T h ey  w e re  a c c o m p a n ie d  by V irg in ia  R u sk  whom I h a d n ' t  seen  a l l  

s u m m e r  and  R obin  Duke whom I 'v e  h a rd ly  had  a chance  to v i s i t  w ith  s in ce  

she  r e tu r n e d  f ro m  Spain.

I took m y  s e a t  oh the b ig  yellow  sofa next to the f i r e p la c e  betw een  

two of them . T h e y  jfcsfe tu rn e d  out to be the  m o s t  ta lk a t iv e  o n e s ,  f rom  

B u rm a  a n d  Indonesia ,  an d  v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e  la d ie s  they  w e re  - -  ex ce llen t  

E n g lish .  We h a d  a  d e l ic io u s  tea ,  o r  r a t h e r  i t  w as  o f fe red .  On o ccas io n s  

l ik e  th is  ev e ry b o d y  is  a s  d e l ic a te  a s  b i rd s  about ea ting . And then  I  m o v ed  

( to  the o th e r  sofa  and  c h a t ted  w ith  the wife of the A m b a s sa d o r  f ro m  P a ra g u a y .  

W e ta lk e d  of G e n e ra l  S t r e s n o r s  v is i t .  And w ith  d iff icu lty  to the new 

A m b a s s a d o r 's  w ife  f ro m  the Iv o ry  C o a s t  who sp eak s  only F r e n c h .  A nd the 

n e a r ly  s i le n t  l i t t l e  lady  f ro m  M auritius.

Doing b a t t le  a g a in s t  y e s te r d a y 's  s lum p, I  w as  e n e rg e t ic  and  v iv ac io u s  

an d  d id  e v e ry th in g  that I could to m ak e  them  have  an  in te r e s t in g  t im e  a n d  to 

fe e l  a t  hom e. I d e s c r ib e d  to them the Yellow Room and  i t s  p u rp o s e s  and 

then  a s k e d  if  they  would l ike  to se e  the L inco ln  Room  an d  the Q u e e n s ' R oom . 

And we h ad  a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  l i t t le  20 m in u te s ' to u r .  T h e y  le f t  about 4:00, 

and  I h ad  th a t  v e r y  s a t i s f ie d  fee lin g  of having  m  done m y  duty r a th e r  w e ll .  

And then Robin  an d  I d i s c u s s e d  a  p laque to be put in the V e r m e i l  Room, 

acknow ledging  the lo v e ly  gift of v e r m e i l  f ro m  M a rg a r e t  B idd le ,  now so 

m a n y  y e a r s  ago.
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T h en  a  l i t t le  m o re  d e sk  w o rk  w ith  M arilyn . A ca l l  m ak in g  a  da te  

w ith  L a r r y  H a lp r in  to m e e t  in T e x as  so m e  tim e in  A ugust - -  p ro b ab ly  

b e fo re  the 10th.

T h en  a t  5:00 b a c k  to the Yellow Oval Room  fo r  the seco n d  

R ec ep tio n  of the day. T h is  t im e  fo r  the in te rn s ,  m o s t  of them  fro m  

M t .  H olyoke. We had  a n o th e r  d e l ic io u s  tea , a n d  th is  t im e the gu es ts  

en joyed  it .  The r a t io  o f  cook ies  and  te a  sandw iches  goes up m a rk e d ly  

w ith  h igh  sch o o l  and  co llege  y o u n g s te r s .  T h e re  w e re  som e 45 y o u n g s te rs  

who w o rk e d  on the H ill  in  C o n g r e s s m e n 's  o r  S e n a to r 's  o ffices  an d  in 

v a r io u s  C ab in e t  D e p a r tm e n ts  and  a t  OEO and  AID, an d  o u r  6 o r  so h e re  

in  the White H ouse. And I h a d  ad ded  two who w o rk  in  L y n d o n 's  office - -  

L afaye  D avis  a n d  Susan S tevenson  - -  ju s t  abou t t h e i r / r e a l ly  s o c ia l  a f fa i r  

in  the W hite H ouse. And l  a s k e d  som e of the l iv e l ie r  White H ouse in te rn s  

to se e  th a t  they  m e t  people  and  h ad  a  good tim e . And I had  a l s o  a sk ed  

S usan  S p ruce , the g ra n d d a u g h te r  of M rs .  Sam F o r e .  And Sophia E n g e lh a rd  - -  

J a n e 's  d a u g h te r .

We h av e  b e e n  to b e n e f ic ia r ie s  of Mt. Holyoke f ro m  a l l  of m y  five 

y e a r s  h e r e .  T hey  to ld  m e  the p ro g ra m  had  b een  going on f o r  15 y e a r s  

u n d e r  the d i re c t io n  of D r .  V ic to r ia  Shuk who w as  one of to d a y 's  gues ts .

T h e re  w as  only one o th e r  N egro  in the group. And I no ted  with 

V p le a s u re  th a t  o u r  l i t t le  L afaye  s tood  up v e ry  w e ll  in  looks, m a n n e r s

a n d  in te l l ig e n c e  a s  you cou ld  d e te rm in e  it .  .
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It  often o c c u r s  to m e tha t Lyndon puts in to  p r a c t ic e  m o r e  c iv il  

r ig h t s  than so m e  of the people  who ta lk  lo u d es t  about it.

Once m o r e  I to ld  the young g i r l s  about th is  ro o m  an d  i t s  u s e s  

th rough  the y e a r s  in  v a r io u s  A d m in is t r a t io n s .  And I th ink  I  d id  v e ry  

w e ll .

T h en  I  d isp a tc h e d  them  on a to u r .  And a t  6:30 I w as  b a c k  in  the 

W e s t  H a ll  w o rk in g  w ith  L iz  an d  S im one on the p ro p o se d  H o w ard  K. Sm ith  

show. T hey  had  a  l i s t  of q u e s tio n s .  We w en t o v e r  them . I ta lk ed  out 

m y  a n s w e r s ,  an d  on som e of th em  w e w ould need  so m e  r e s e a r c h  to b ack  

1—. up  - -  fo r  in s ta n c e  how m a n y  v i s i t s  h av e  we h a d  f ro m  C hiefs  of State.

It w as  a  l i t t le  p a s t  7:00 when we quit. It w as  too long to fin ish .

W e  w il l  h ave  to do i t  to m o rro w .

And then  I  changed  c lo th es  - -  in to  som eth ing  ga la  an d  p r e t ty  - -  

m y  b row n  la c e .  We w e r e  going to the M o n ro n e y 's .  I t ' s  a lw ay s  a  good 

n igh t w hen we go to the M o n ro n e y 's .  I  c a l le d  Lyndon - -  no, he  w a s n 't  

going to be a b le  to get off a t  8:00. He w ould have  to jo in  m e  l a t e r .  In 

f a c t  he  w a s  going by the W ashington  H ilton  a n d  m ak e  a  sp eech . And so  

l ig h t - h e a r t e d  I le f t  anyw ay, a r r iv in g  a t  M ary  E l le n 's  c h a rm in g  home to 

f ind  M a rn y  C lif fo rd  and  the B ill  W hites and  T ru d y  and  Joe F o w l e r - -  he  ju s t  

on leav e  f ro m  the h o sp ita l  w h e re  he h ad  check ed  in f ro m  the o p e ra t io n ,  and  

w e a r in g  a  p a i r  of w ild  s t r a w b e r r y - p in k  pan ts  in  d ef iance  of h is  condition . 

And H ale and  L indy B oggs.
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M a ry  E l le n  is  one of the b e s t  h o s te s s e s  I know. The c o n v e r s a t io n  

a lw a y s  s e e m s  to be ex c i t in g  a t  h e r  house . And a f te r  a l l  tha t to m e is  the 

b e s t  th ing about a  p a r ty  - -  to b r in g  out the new g u e s ts  - -  th e ir  ta le n t  fo r  

com m union , fo r  a m u se m e n t .  It w as  a  s h e e r  de ligh t.  I  m oved  f ro m  group 

to g roup . And a t  one t im e  I  found m y se l f  say ing  that I  h ad  a lw a y s  p lanned 

to go on a  r i v e r  b o a t  down the M is s is s ip p i .  I h a d  h a rd ly  gmk the w o rd s  out 

of m y  m o u th  b e fo re  I w as  jo ined  by B il l  W hite who s a id  he w an ted  to s ig n  

up  to go a long  if  I  e v e r  did. And T ru d y  and  Joe F o w le r  who h a d  s a id  they  

h a d  a lw ay s  w an ted  to go too. And it tu rn e d  out tha t H ale  an d  L indy  Boggs 

even  knew  w h e re  you got on the b o a t  - -  M inneapolis  - -  an d  i t  took eight 

d ays  to  ge t down to New O r le a n s .  And the only boa t r e m a in in g  on that 

ru n  w as  c a l le d  the "D e lta  Q ueen". So we p ra c t ic a l ly  s igned  up fo r  som e 

day  in the Spring  o r  Indian  s u m m e r .

Lyndon w a s  f o r e v e r  com ing, and  I kept on say ing  to M a ry  E lle n  that 

sh e  m u s t  take  u s  in  to e a t .  She d id n 't .  And he  a r r i v e d  a t  a  q u a r t e r  of 10 

a n d  w a s  w o r th  w a it in g  fo r .  He w as  aglow  - -  fu ll  of good s to r i e s ,  laughing, 

looking  tanned  an d  fine, enjoying  everybody , a n d  m ak ing  them  en joy  the 

even ing  m o re .

He h ad  ju s t  b een  a d d re s s in g  the N eg ro  B a r  A sso c ia t io n ,  and  he  s a id  

th e y  h ad  given h im  a w o n d erfu l  ovation. I am  g lad  he is  a p p ro v e d  in  som e 

s e g m e n t  of N egro  so c ie ty .
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We d i s s e c te d  an d  s l ic e d  up v a r io u s  c h a r a c t e r s  on the  public sc en e  - -  

a  c e r t a in  S e n a to r  had  m o r e  co n tem p t fo r  h is  co n s ti tu en cy  than  any o th e r  

p o li t ic ia n .  A no ther  s t a r ,  a  m a n  of g r e a t  c h a r i s m a ,  w as a w o rd s m ith .

I t  w as  a l l  v e r y  r e la x e d  and  fun, and  thorough ly  sp icy . And Lyndon w as  

the m o s t  KHtaacKtiaEBi e n te r ta in in g  p e r s o n  th e re .  I  am  c o n c e rn e d  about M ike. 

He h a s  a  d iff icu lt  r a c e .  He i s  one of m y  fa v o r i te  S e n a to rs ,  and  i t  is  not 

a t  a l l  s u re  th a t  h e  w il l  r e tu rn .

It w as  a f t e r  12:00 w hen  w e le f t  fo r  the W hite House. But i t  had  

b een  a  good beg inn ing  f o r  a n o th e r  m onth .
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