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I tried to make vup'.for a limp Wednesday. A little past 9:30

‘I went out to the Naval Film Lab. I had asked Liz and Jack Valenti .

and Middleton to comg. Simone was already there. We spent nearly

three hours looidng first at March of '68. We decided to go with the

~ chronological film rather than béginning with the sma:shing drama of

- Lyndon's March 3ls.t speech and then_returﬁing to it at the end.

Liz and Jack and Mr. Middleton all made very good suggestions.

1 only wish I ha.d valued these filmsv'for what they are 2 yeé.rs ago. Jack

had to leave mid"wvajr.’_ Then we did January. There 'is'actually so much

in them tha;t is_first—ratéf Iam very proud of the photography, aind I

think the increased work shows. - 1 am, grateful that the Navy is 50 -

cooperative. It must be sheer confusion to have this fna.ny cooks stirring "

the broth.- We decide"d tﬁat‘ thes.e' twd script writersl were the.best -of.a.ny
of the ﬁh"né w‘e‘ha.v'e‘se.en.’ On the"way b’ack‘S_imon;e a'nd I plahne_d to talk"
to Mr Wi.n‘terfelt .a.nd sée 1£ fhey couid b.e é.séigne& tovvth.q most imb;)fté.x;t
n"so‘nths.ir ) | | |

~ Back at the White House I picked up Lynda Bird, and without lunch

‘we .set"out; to W VC.' Campbell's to look at a file cabinet £or'Chuék‘é . _'

birthday. Iam enormously flattered that she wants my advice. She
makes m e feel that our home has been all ‘right these ma.riy years, that
she‘ cares about my judgment and my taste 1n furniture, For foixnt furniture

it is, not a plain file cabinet. On,é loo.ked ju'st‘like' a nice table for the hall,
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and another like a good end table for the sofa. They are ordering one

for her and she will decide soon. ‘And it's my birthday pre’sent' to Chuck.
"Back upstairs I found Lyndon having lunch with Mayor Daley. He

asked us to sit down. Wo did. - 'I‘h'e Mayor was giving him a sales talk

' about coming to“’Chica.go‘. The Democrats wantéd' to give him a rousing
_welcome; théy wanted to show their appre.ciation." Lyndon gavé him little

| encouragem ent that he would come, He stopped just short of a positive

tno', A‘nd what of me? I s_aid‘ I would do _wHéteQef Lyndon' wanted me to

‘do. Ihave _no enthusiasm for going. This convention belongs to others,

‘and I am ’délighted_- to let f}g&{g have it. But I'do want to make up our minds

-~ set -- and stick to it.

There was a tape machme 51tt1ng on the table. and they ha.d been

listening to Chuck's tape which he had sent to Lynda, Lyndon started pla.y:mg:

it again, and I listened with a strange mixture of aWe and compassion. Yes,

‘and there was pride too. He is such a man -- Chuck And Lyndon was so . -
-proudof him. I could see Lynda B1rd did not l1ke havmg us hsten to 1!:, :

_ and later I heard so very elegantly Her daddy s1mp1y does not understand

Lyndon and Mayor Daley talked of the war. It was easy to seo that
Mayor Daley d1d not th;nk any of them were worth flghtlng for -- not the
Vletnamese, not the Thai' §, not the Philippinos, not the Koreans. He told‘
lﬁmf father heatedly what a s'gro_ng;. capabie, "on-its-own' nation Koroa

had ‘seemed to us when we were there. He simply wants out. Lyndon tried
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to explain to him what he fa.cetl -- that he the._President trying to bargain '
for peace, speaking for the Unite_d States, .and every one of; the wbuld-be
candida.'tes yipping up here and there -- making their offers. He sav.id,'

"M a.yor, just supposé I was trading With ydu., to sell ydu a house, And

. I said, 'Mayor I'11 sell you and Mrs. Da.ley this house for $20 000 and

ndt a'dollar leS's_" And you started to leave and Lady Bn:d followed you : |
to thé dobr and éaid 'Mr Mayor, if you don't buy it for $20 000, I'll
sell it to ‘you for $18 000, And Lynda. Bird followed you on out to the .
 gate and said, | 'If you don't buy 1t from them I'll let you have it for $16 000",
| Wha.t would you do "
- It was an enormOusly telling 'story. The President and the .
Administrntinn are being nadgéred and unde;'mined .every' foot.nf thé way
: b.yvthe énntiidates. The"whole thinén makes me glader and glader Iam |
~not one of them. The Maydr"s whole attitudé spoke e.loqnen‘tljr of the> |
growing .isnlationism. in thin" country. He fnse from the table Aa.nc.i I‘w.ent.
1ntt> m.y ronm a.nd stayed on tl-te phonn, callmg Roy Wh1te and Jesse andt
‘A W workmg out for Mr. Bnght in ttle Nat10na1 Park Set'va.ce the
mfo_rmatlon he had to-have about the little hou‘se in Johnson City in
p!reparatibn of u.s vo_ffering it for the Nationai Park Servicé sorne time
after #anuary 20th. : | | |
And tnen I dressed for thé A_rnbassadors' wives. I went into the

Yellow Room to receive them. There were five from Burma ?.nd Indonesia
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and 'Ma.uri-tiu_.s -- tﬁe newest; littlle's‘t country, and Par_agﬁay and the Iyqry.
Coast. They Weré acc‘omp‘anied by Virginia; Rusk Whor.n I hadn't seén all _
summ er and Robin Duke whqm vI'vve h.ardly had a chance to v"bisvsikt with since
.she returned .fr.onvn Spain. ' |

‘ I"todk-my seat on the big yellow sofa next tb_the fireplace 'betweeﬁ _

two of them. Théym turned out to be the most talkative ones, from.

Burma and Indonesia, and \}éry attractive'ladies they were -- excellent -
English. We had a delicious tea, or rather it was offered. On occasions
like this everybody is as delicate as birds about eating. And then I moved

to the other sofa and chatted with the wife of the Ambassador from Paraguay.

 We talked of General Stresnors visit. - And with difficulty to the new
: Arhbasbsa.c-lor'.s wife from the Hory Coast who speaks only French. And the

’n‘ea'rly silent little lady from Maur_iﬁus.

- Doing battle against yé'sterday's slump, I was energetic and vivacious

and did everything that I could to make them have an interesting time and to
- feel at home. I described to them the Yellow Room and its purposes and

then asked if they would 1il>§e' to see the Lincoln Room and the Queens' Room. :

And we had a very 'pleasa..nt. little 20 mi‘n.utes‘. tovu:r.‘ They left about 4:06; ‘
and I hé.ci that very sa‘.tiéfied"feeling of having m do'ne‘rny "c11;1ty rather well,
And then Robin and I discussed a.plaque to be Iptﬁxt. in the Vermeil Roon;1,

acknowledging the‘ lovely gi.ft of vermeil from Marg_a.ret Biddle, 'n_ow. 50 |

many years ago.
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Then a little more desk work with Marilyn. - A call making a date .

with Larry I;Ialpr‘in to meet in 'Te}':as some time m August -- probably‘
before_»the Ich..'

Then at_5¥(50 Back to> the Yellow Oval Room for 'tixe ‘se.cend
f{eéeptiqu of the-day. ’I‘h_i.s" time for the i-utterns,4"'mos.t.of them fr_em '
.Mt_:. "Holyoke_. We had’auetl‘ue‘rvdelieious tea, and thie' tirue the guests _‘

"enjoyed_ it. The ratio of cookies and tea sandwiches goes up rhar.kedly

with high _sclhool and college youngsters. There were some 45 youngsters

who worked on the‘Hilbl in Congressmen's or Senator's offices and in

’f(‘_\ ~ various Cabinet ADepartments'and at' OEO and AID and our 6 or eo here

ST
Lafaye Davis and Susan Stevenson -- Just about thelr/really social affan'

‘in the White House: And I'asked some of the livelier White HOuse interns

to see that they met people and had a good time, - And I had also asked

Susan Spruce, the granddaughter of Mrs. Sam Fore. And Sophia Eugelhard --

‘Jane 8 daughter
We have.be.en to 'beneﬁciaries of Mt. Holyoice from all of fny five
' y‘ea:s here. VThevy‘told me ;he pfegraru had been going on for 15 years
under l;heydire-ction of Dr. Vict‘o'ria Shuk Who was o'ne.of teday's guests.
;I‘ue.re was oniy_ one ether Negro in vthe group. And I noted witix |
pleas_ure thaf our little Lafaye etood up very well in look‘s., manners

and intelligence as you could determine it.

~in the W’hite Heuse. And I had added two who work in ‘Lyndon's .office -- |
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" It often occurs to me that Lyndon puts into practice more civil
rights than some of the people who talk loudest about it.
Once more I told the young girls about this room and its uses

through the years in various Administrations. And I think I did very

'Well.

Then I dispatched them on a tour. And at 6:30 I was back i-nvthe
Wes_tv Hall wdrking with Liz and Simone on the proposed Howard K. Smith

show. “They had a list of questions. We went over them. I talked out

my answers, and on some of them we would need some research to back

up -- for instance how many visits have we had from Chiefs of State.

It was a little past 7:00 when we quit, It was too long to finish.

. W e will have to do it tomorrow.

And then I changed clothes -- into something gala and prétty --
my brown lace. We were going to the Monroney's. It's always a goo&

night when we go to the Monroney's. I called Lynddn -- no, he wasn't

~ going to be able to get off at 8:00. He would have to join me later. In

fact he was' going by the Washington Hiiton and make a speech. And so
light-h’earte'd I left anyway, arriving at MaAry Ellen's charming homé to
find Marny Clifford and the Bill Whites and Trudy and Joe Fowler-- he just

on leave froin the hospital where he had checked in from the operation, and

- wearing a pair of wild strawberry-pink pants in defiance of his condition. .

And Hale and Lindy Boggs. .
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Mary Ellen is one of the best hostesses I know. The conversation

 always seems to be exciting at her house. And after all that to me is the

. best thidg about a party -- to bring out the new guests -- their talent for

communion, for amusement. It was a sheer'delight. I moved from group-

to group. And at one time I.found myself saymg that I had always plannedA

: qoThe
to go on a rlver, boat down the Mlss1891pp1. 1Ihad hardly j’ the words out -

of my m outh before I was: _)omed by Bill Whlte who said he wanted to s1gn o

up to go along if I ever d1d And 'I‘rudy and Joe Fowler who had sa1d they‘

had alwa.ys wanted to go too. And it turned out that Hale and Lmdy BOggs .

. . even knew where you got on the boat -- aneapohs -~ and it took elght e

days to get down to New Or_leans. And the only boat remaining on that

| Tun was called the "‘D_elta Queen”. ‘Se we pr'actically" signed up for some‘

day in the Sﬁring or Indian summer. . I R
Lyndon was fo:ever coming, aad 1 kept on saying to Mary Ell-'en‘ that

she must take us in to eat. ‘Shbe 'didn't. And he arrived a‘t a duarter of 10

‘and was worth waitidg fot. He was aglow -- full of 'gv_ood stories‘, | laqghing,

Iooking tanned.and fine, enjoying ever.'ybody, and rhaking: them /"enjoyArithe. |

evening more.

He had just been addressing the Negro Bar Association, and he said

| they had given him a _wonderfizi ovation. I am glad he is approved in some

segment of Negro society.
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We dissécted and slicéd up various characters on the public scene --
a certain Senator had m 6re contempt for his constituency than any other
poiitician. Andther _v_star,' a man of great charisma, wés a word Smith.
It was all very_“r'ell_.axed and fun, and thoroughly spicy. And Lyndon was
thevfnbst xnmn?xan entertaining person there. Iam cbncerned about Mike.
He has a difficult race. He is one of my favorite Senators, and it is not
at all Su:fe that he will return,

It was after 12:00 when we left for the White House. But it had

been a good beginning for another month.




