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Since we'r e  leav ing  fo r  T e x a s ,  I got up e a r ly  to get the m o s t  out 

of t h e  day an d  w o rk e d  w ith  L iz  an d  Simone on the q u e s tio n s  fo r  the 

H o w ard  K. Sm ith, show, packed , ta lk ed  to A shton  abou t com ing  down 

a  l i t t le  l a t e r  nex t w eek. It s e e m s  th a t  a l l  th is  s u m m e r  i t  h a s  b e e n  

a  co m m u tin g  b e tw een  the R anch  an d  W ashington . I live  two l iv e s  in  

two d i f fe re n t  p la c e s .

T he h e l ic o p te r  r o s e  from  the South Law n a  l i t t le  b e fo re  12:00, 

a n d  we w en t d i r e c t ly  to W a lte r  R eed . Lyndon w as going to s e e  P r e s id e n t  

E ise n h o w e r .  T h a t  i s  one of the th ings that I love about h im  - -  h is  r e g a r d  

fo r  f o r m e r  P r e s id e n t s  - -  so lic i to u s ,  r e sp e c t fu l ,  d e te rm in e d  th a t  they 

h av e  e v e ry  co m fo r t ,  e v e ry  l i t t l e  d ignity  o r  a p p e r ta in e n c e  th a t  th e i r  

r ig o r o u s  s e rv ic e  e n t i t le d  them  to.

C h e e r in g  g ro u p s  of peop le  w aved  u s  in to  W a lte r  R eed . T he m i l i t a r y  

m e t  u s  an d  e s c o r t e d  u s  up to the su ite .  Lyndon w ent d i r e c t ly  in  to see  the 

G e n e ra l .  And M rs .  E ise n h o w e r  s a id  to Lyndon in  the m o s t  g ra c e fu l  m a n n e r ,  

" Y o u 'l l  le a v e  y o u r  g i r l  out h e r e  to ta lk  to m e , w o n 't  y o u ? "  A nd so  began  

abou t an  h o u r s  v i s i t  w ith  a n o th e r  F i r s t  Lady  - -  the lo n g es t  I 'v e  e v e r  had .

And a  v e r y  p le a s a n t  one - -  r e m a rk a b le  fo r  a  n u m b e r  of th in g s .  One, the 

co m p le te ,  s in g le - t r a c k e d  devotion  she h a s  fo r  the G e n e ra l .  She w as d r e s s e d  

in  a  l igh t f lu t t e ry  g re e n  and  b lue  s u m m e r  d r e s s ,  r a th e r  a g e le s s  - -  I could  

not h av e  d a ted  it .  And she w as  v iv ac io u s ,  ch e e r fu l ,  p r e t ty  - -  a l l  good 

q u a l i t ie s  in  a  w om an. What a  lucky m an  he is  to have  h e r  c o n s ta n t ly  a t  

h i s  s id e .  She sa id ,  "Y e s" ,  she  s tay e d  r ig h t  h e r e .  " I  know the  G e n e ra l
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w ould  w o r r y  so about m e  if I w e re  ou t a t  the f a rm ." She show ed  m e

h e r  ro o m . It w as  tiny, a lm o s t  like  a  M onk 's  c e l l .  The only touch  of

lu x u ry  w as  a  soft, d e l ic a te ,  v e lv e t  c o v e r le t .  She s a id  a i r i ly ,  " I  b rought

m y  own c o m fo r t ."

And the  seco n d  thing fo r  w hich  the m e e tin g  w as  r e m a r k a b le  w as

a  fee l in g  e x p r e s s e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  of w anting  to ge t f r e e  f ro m  th ings. She

. s a id  she  u s e d  to c a r e  abou t c lo th es .  She d o e s n 't  an y  m o re .  A nd she k ep t

a l l  of h e r  je w e lry  lo ck ed  up, and  w o re  only l i t t le  co s tu m e  je w e lry .

I t  w as  v e r y  m uch  on h e r  m in d  how to u se fu l ly  d isp o se  o f  so m a n y

th ings .  She m en tio n ed  tha t  they  h ad  14 TV s e ts  a t  the G e t ty sb u rg  f a rm .

Once in  the Spring  a t  the White H ouse  she had  spoken of the v a s t  a r r a y

of g ifts  tha t a  P r e s id e n t  a c c u mula te s ,  sp e c if ic a l ly  Steuben . I spoke  up

fo r  any  i te m s  of r e a l  f a m ily  c lo s e n e s s  fo r  the l i t t le  house  in  D enison

w h e re  P r e s id e n t  E i s enhow er w as b o rn .  She sa id ,  y es ,  but w h a t  would

they  w ant? I c o u ld n 't  a n s w e r .  I  a lso  a s k e d  if  she  h ad  w o rk e d  c lo se ly

w i th  the h e a d  of the l i b r a r y  - -  about m ak ing  a v a i la b le  to the L ib r a r y  an y

in te r e s te d
i tems. She d id n 't  s e e m  in te n se ly  in  the L ib r a r y  although she

m e n tio n e d  th a t  th ey  had  s topped  o v er  th e re  on th e i r  l a s t  t r ip  o u t  to P a lm  

S prin g s  I b e liev e  i t  w as .  And I to ld  h e r  how w onderfu l  i t  w as  to m e  that 

they  had  tu rn e d  o v e r  in  th e i r  l i fe t im e  th e i r  h o m e  in  G e t ty sb u rg  to the 

N a tio n a l P a r k  S e rv ice .  And I a s k e d  if she  had  m e t  S tew ar t  U dall  and 

G eorge  H a r tz o g  when they had  com e out to su rv e y  the p lace .  No, she
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had  had  so m eo n e  e l s e  do it .  . I  would have w an ted  to show them  e v e ry  

nook and  c r a n ia n  a c r e .  She spoke of how c ro w d s  cam e  an d  lo o k e d  at 

the f a rm ,  an d  how they  had  even s to le n  a s ign, and  how they  h a d  th e ir  

fence  w i r e d  an d  n e v e r th e le s s  once som eone had  go tten  in  an d  h a d  w alked  

r ig h t  into th e i r  y a r d  - -  a p p a re n t ly  a p sycho  c a s e .  She sa id ,  "Y ou 'l l  

have  a l l  th is  to o ."  And we ta lk ed  of g ra n d c h i ld re n ,  of m o v ie s .  A 

th o ro u g h ly  ea sy ,  p le a sa n t ,  de ligh tfu l ho u r .

I t  w as  1:00 w hen Lyndon cam e  in. We h ad  o u r  p ic tu r e  m a d e  w ith  

M r s .  E is e n h o w e r  an d  s a id  goodbye, h e l ic o p te re d  to A ndrew s  and  then on 

A ir  F o r c e  I w ith  the C lif fo rd s  a n d  the C alifanos  a b o a rd  - -  a n d  a  plane fu ll ,  

L a fay e  and  Susan  bound fo r  h om e. T h ey  w il l  not r e tu rn .  T h e y  w ill  w o rk  

in  the office th e re  so m e . And we w e re  a t  B e rg s t ro m  a  l i t t le  p a s t  3:00, 

and  touched  down a t  the R anch  abou t 3:40 to find tha t the D a l y s  an d  A r th u r  

w e r e  in  r a n c h  c lo th e s  in  the  f ro n t  y a rd .  I l ik ed  the D alys a t  once . T hey  

s e e m e d  o u td o o rsm e n .  T hey  w e re  both  ea sy ,  outgoing, f r ie n d ly .  I took 

M a r n y  up  to the c h i ld r e n 's  ro o m . And a t  5:00 the Eugene  B la c k s  and 

the M cG eorge  Bundys a r r i v e d  - -  the th i rd  of our  w eekends , a  s o r t  of a  

ro a m in g  h o u se  p a r ty .  B ut th is  t im e  w ithout one of the s t a r s  - -  the w ild  f lo w e rs .  

We a l l  g a th e re d  in  ra n c h  c lo th es  in the f ro n t  y a rd  c lo s e  to 6:00.

Lyndon h a d  a l r e a d y  b een  r id in g  a ro u n d  w ith  the D alys. So th is  t im e  I a s k e d  

the  D alys and  the Eugene B lack s  b e c a u se  he had  h is  a r m  in  a  s ling , and  I 

know L yndon 's  tendency  to c ro w d  about 8 people  into a  s ta t io n  w agon a n d  go
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bum ping  a ro u n d  o v e r  the p a s tu r e  - -  h a rd ly  the d ish  fo r  a  m a n  w ith  an 

in ju r e d  elbow.

The 5 of u s  to u re d  the D a n z  ran ch .  The d e e r  and  the w ild  tu rk ey

headed
ob liged  by conning out in  g r e a t  d ro v e s .  And then we k e sd  fo r  the  Sch a rn h o rs t ,

s topp ing  f i r s t  to look  a t  the l i t t le  r e s t  a r e a s  a long  the h ighw ay tha t  had  ju s t

b e e n  co m p le te d  an d  a d m ir in g  the s tone  w ork . And I  b e a m e d  b e c a u s e  th e re

w as  so m ebody  ea tin g  in  e v e ry  one of them  e x cep t  one w h e re  t r a f f ic  w as

fo rb id d e n  b e c a u s e  of the P r e s i d e n t ’s b e in g  in re s id e n c e .

We jo in ed  Lyndon  a t  the foot of the g ra n i te  ro c k s .  S unse t  was

a p p ro a c h in g .  And we a l l  h a d  a  d r in k  and  som e " je rk y "  an d  c h e e s e .

And M r.  a n d  M r s .  Daly and  I slaaaxi c la m o re d  a l l  o v e r  the r o c k s .  B ess

and  I h ad  thought we w ould s e rv e  h o r s d 'o e u v re s  on top of the ro c k s  a t

s u n se t ,  bu t d ec id ed  i t  w as  a  l i t t le  too r ig o ro u s  fo r  so m e  of u s .

I t  w as  a  b a lm y , cool, A ugust 2nd - -  a lm o s t  in c re d ib le  fo r  T e x a s .  .
s c i s s o r

And the c o u n try  is  s t i l l  g re e n .  The /  ta i l  f ly  c a tc h e r s  w e r e  w h ir lin g  

a n d  tw isting  in  th e i r  b a l le t ,  se t t l in g  on the fe n ces  long enough  fo r  us  to 

a d m i re  them .

I had  a t  once found two th ings about M rs .  B la c k  to l ik e  - -  the 

G eo rg ia  a c c e n t ,  c o m p le te ly  u nchanged  by w hat I exp ec t a s  s c o r e s  of y e a r s  

of l iv ing  aw ay  f ro m  G eo rg ia .  And h e r  i n t e r e s t  in  b i r d  w atch ing . She w as  

• d e l ig h ted  w ith  the s c i s s o r t a i l  f ly c a tc h e rs  and  id en tif ied  a  good m any  o th e r s  

fo r  m e .  And of c o u r s e  for m e  i t  i s  a lw ays  the b e s t  of days to  be in  the
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p r e s e n c e  of M cG eorge  an d  M ary  Bundy.

We d ro v e  on to the L ew is  h o u se .  E v e ry b o d y  got out. We sa t

down in  the  r o c k e r s  on the f ro n t  p o rc h .  We w a tch ed  the g r e a t  p ink clouds

r o l l  a c r o s s  the sky. And I h ave  se ldom  fe l t  m o re  r e la x e d  a n d  m o re  e a s y

w ith  the com pany .

On the w ay  b a c k  to the house  M r.  B lack  kept u s  e n th ra l le d  with

s to r i e s  of h is  t r a v e l s  a ro u n d  the w o r ld  and  h is  w o r k  fo r  the W orld  Bank.

I a s k e d  h im  abou t the s u c c e s s  s to r i e s .  What u n d e rd ev e lo p ed  c o u n tr ie s

h a d  m ad e  a  go of i t  in the l a s t  two d ec a d e s  o r  the l a s t  decade? He spoke

of th o se  I  have h e a r d  b e fo re  o v e r  an d  o v e r .  One is  tha t T a iw a n  is a  g r e a t

s u c c e s s  s to ry ,  and  K o re a  b ecom ing  one. And P a k is ta n  h as  m a d e  c o n s id e ra b le

m a r c h  fo rw a rd .  And he s h a re d  m y  c o n c e rn  about the P h i l ip p in e s .

We w e re  hom e by  9:00 an d  g a th e re d  a ro u n d  the d in n e r  tab le  s h o r t ly  
B e s s

th e r e a f t e r ,    h a d  a  de lig h tfu l  d in n e r  fo r  u s .  How p le a s a n t  i t  is  to tu rn  

the h o u sekeep ing  o v e r  to som ebody  who is  organized^ inven tive  and  ca lm  

a s  B e s s .  I t ' s  an  in te r lu d e  I w ould  r a th e r  enjoy of a  day of.

A f te r  d in n e r  n e a r ly  every b o d y  w ent to see  a m ovie  w ith  Lyndon. 

A lthough h e ,  a s  e a s i ly  p re d ic te d ,  w en t p ro m p tly  to s lee p  an d  ju s t  woke 

up  e v e ry  few m in u te s  to in q u ire  w h e th e r  they  had  gotten  m a r r i e d  yet.
4'

But I ask in g  a ro u n d  e a r l i e r  h ad  found th a t  we h ad  a  few  b r idge  

p la y e r s .  And so M rs .  D a l y  and  M arn y  a n d  Eugene B la c k  an d  I s e t t le d  

down fo r  2 h o u r s  of good b r id g e .  T h ey  w e re  e x c e lle n t  p l a y e r s ,  bu t not
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too f a r  above m e  to m ak e  m e u n c o m fo rtab le .

T h en  a t  12:00 it su i te d  every b o d y  to go to  bed , m a rk in g  an  end 

to the f i r s t  day  of w hat fe l t  like  a  h igh ly  s u c c e s s fu l  h ouse  p a r ty .

r


