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I w as  up  e a r ly ,  h ad  a swim w ith  Lyndon - -  abou t 20 la p s .

Tom  John so n  an d  J im  Jones  w e re  in, and  M a rie  F e h m e r  too. And 

M a r i e  - -  a t  l a s t  Lyndon is  ach iev ing  one of h is  am b it io n s  - -  h e 's  

ge tting  M a rie  taught to sw im .

And then  B e rn ic e  B u rg  cam e  and  gave m e  a  new h a i r - d o ,  and 

u n d e r  the d r y e r  I  f in ish ed  the envelope of m a i l  to s ign  and  p ic tu re s  to 

a u to g ra p h  tha t A sh ton  had  se n t  down. Today w as  going to be  a  b u sy  

day w ith  a lm o s t  a s  m u c h  a i r  t ra f f ic  a s  D ulles .  T he f i r s t  p lan e  would 

be the V ice  P r e s id e n t  and  M u rie l .  I  d id  not e m e rg e  f ro m  u n d e r  the 

d r y e r  in  t im e  to m e e t  th em . Lyndon did  and  took them  r id in g .  And I  

jo in ed  them  a t  the C e d a r  house  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  12:00. We c a m e  back  

to the  m a in  h o u se  and  s a t  in  the y a rd .  I p a s s e d  bloody m a r y s  and  d ra f t  

b e e r .  And then we w en t into lunch abou t 12:30. H u b ert  an d  M u r ie l  and  

B il l  C onnell  - -  h is  AA, and  M a rsh a  S hepherd  - -  h is  p r e t ty  s e c r e t a r y ,  

and  D o r is  K e a rn s  and  J im  Jo n es  an d  Tom  Johnson  an d  M a r ie  and  M athilde 

K r im  who h a d  a r r i v e d  l a s t  night an d  w as  our house  guest.

H u b e r t  w a s  h is  ebu ll ien t ,  happy  se lf .  He looked f i t  and  hea lth y  

once a g a in  a f t e r  h is  s ieg e . And so  did  M u rie l .  H e r  c lo th es  a r e  d a r l in g  

now. She to ld  m e  abou t h e r  p la n s .  She w il l  t r a v e l  m o s t ly  w ith  H uber t .  

L a te r  w hen she goes off by h e r s e l f  she w ill  t r y  in each  town to follow a 

p a t t e r n  of e i th e r  a  lunch  o r  a  r e c e p t io n  w ith  D e m o c ra t ic  w o m en  to ta lk  

V .. on the su b je c t  th a t  she knows b e s t  to so m e  a p p ro p r ia te  g ro u p  - -  ch ild
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h ea lth ,  w ith  a  sp e c ia l  e m p h a s is  on r e t a r d e d  c h i ld re n .  And a  p r e s s  

m e e t in g  w ith  w hich  she  i s  lo a th e  to c a l l  a  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e .  We a r e  

so m ew h at a l ik e  - -  she  an d  I. N e ith e r  of u s  th ink  we h av e any th ing  big 

enough to c a l l  a  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e  fo r .  But a  d isc u s s io n  - -  now th a t 's  

d i f fe re n t .  I  m ad e  one f o r th r ig h t  r e q u e s t  of H u b e r t ,  laugh ing ly  saying 

th a t  w h o ev e r  w as  the nex t P r e s id e n t  of the U nited  S tates  I h a d  one favor 

I w a n te d  to a s k  a n d  now is  m y  chance  to a s k  h im  - -  i f h e  wound up 

in  th a t  b ig  h o u se ,  w ould he p le a s e  keep  B lanco. B lanco is  a  p a t r ic ia n .

The W hite H ouse  law n i s  the p e r f e c t  se tt in g  fo r  h im .  At the R an ch  he 

i s  s c a r e d  of the c a t t le .  He u s e d  to be s c a r e d  of the  p eaco ck s  - -  of 

ev e ry th in g  that is  s t r a n g e .  And he b e a ts  a  r e t r e a t  fo r  the h o u se ,  the 

P r e s i d e n t ' s  ro o m  and  f in a lly  u n d e r  the P r e s i d e n t 's  bed.

We d i s c u s s e d  w ith  happy f ra n k n e s s  our  opinions of the M cG overns  

a n d  S en a to r  M cC arth y .  H u b er t  and  M u rie l  and  th e i r  p a r ty  le f t  about 3:00 

i n  a  f l u r r y  of a r r i v a l s .  E a r l i e r  a t  a  q u ie te r  t im e  I had  phoned  Roy 

W h ite  and  a s k e d  if  he could  co m e out. He w an ted  to b r in g  M ax  B rooks 

w ith  h im . And th ey  a r r i v e d  a s  a  th re e s o m e  a c tu a l ly  w ith  a n o th e r  m e m b e r  

of the f i rm  ju s t  a s  I w as  taking M u rie l  and  H u b er t  to the a i r p o r t .  And 

th en  th e r e  w as a  f lu r r y  of a r r i v a l s .  T he W ashington  sh u tt le  b r ing ing  

S e c r e ta r y  W eaver  and  Joe  C alifano  an d  M rs .  M iddleton and th e i r  four 

c h i ld re n .  And a t  the s a m e  t im e  - -  and  I am  not su re  w h e th e r  they c a m e  

in  a  XBSfi s e p a ra te  p lane  o r  not, though I th ink they did - -  E d g a r  K a is e r
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and  h is  son and  an  a s s i s t a n t .  We got the m e s s a g e  th a t  S en a to r  

E a s t l a n d 's  p lane w as  c i r c l in g  an d  abou t to land. In s t in c t iv e ly  I  thought 

th a t  S en a to r  E a s t la n d  and S e c r e ta r y  W e a v e r  w o u ld n 't  be e x a c t ly  cozy 

l i t t le  com pany , so p e rh a p s  I cou ld  be u se fu l  by m ee tin g  S en a to r  E a s t la n d  

and  e n te r ta in in g  them  in d r iv in g  them  a ro u n d  the p lace  w hile  Lyndon 

co n d u c ted  h is  b u s in e s s  w ith  the S e c r e ta ry  - -  and  the K a is e r  g ro u p .

B u t f i r s t  I  qu ick ly  d rove  M rs .  M iddleton  and the fo u r  c h i ld re n  down 

to the a id e ' s office , a s k e d  fo r  a  c a r  to take them  into  town - -  c o k e s  o r 

r e f r e s h m e n ts  o r  a n y th in g ?  No. And then  b ack  ju s t  in  t im e  to b e  a t  the 

foot of the r a m p  a s  the S en a to r  d escen d ed .  He w as  a c c o m p a n ie d  by two 

f r ie n d s  - -  D. A. B ig lane  and  W. O. Schurden. And I r e la x e d  hap p ily  

in to  the a c c e n ts  of the deep South. I m ad e  apo log ies  fo r  Lyndon, a sk ed  

them  to get in  w ith  m e  an d  " l e t 's  see  som eth ing  of the p lace  w h ile  h e ' s 

a t ten d in g  to som e b u s in e s s  and  then  we w ould jo in  h im ." So w e  drove 

down by the g r a v e y a rd  - -  no u n fa m il ia r  s ig h t fo r  M is s i s s ip p ia n s ,  and the  

h o u se  w h e re  Lyndon w as  b o rn  and  a ro u n d  looking a t  the c a t t le .  How p ro u d ly  

d isp la y e d  the " c o a s ta l  B e rm u d a " .  Y es , they  had  " c o a s ta l  B e rm u d a "  in  

M is s i s s i p p i  - -  p len ty  of it.  T h is  they  thought w as m ig h ty  f in e .  They w e r e  

ex ceed in g ly  c o m p l im e n ta ry  of our  r e g i s t e r e d  cattle . .

S en a to r  E a s t la n d  w as  d e te rm in e d  to ta lk  p o l i t ic s .  He s a id ,  "You 

know y o u r  h u sb an d  is  going to be nom in a ted  d o n 't  y o u ? "  I s a id ,  "No, S ir ,  

n o t a t  a l l .  T h e re  is  not going to be any  m o v em en t of tha t s o r t  - -  that i s
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not w ith  any  fo rc e  beh ind  it .  And if he w e re ,  he  w ou ldn 't  a c c e p t . "

He s e e m e d  som ehow  taken  b a c k  - -  a  l i t t le  d isb e l ie v in g  - - a s  though 

I  h ad  hoped i t  w ould  happen  th a t  way. But r e la t iv e ly  u n sh a k e n  in h is  c o n v ic - 

tion. "You know H u b e r t  c a n ' t  m ak e  i t .  H e 's  not ca tch ing  o n . " As l i t t le  

a s  they s e e  eye to eye , a s  m u ch  a s  l i e s  b e tw een  them , he w o u ld  r a th e r  

s e e  Lyndon n o m in a te d  than  anybody now b e fo re  the D e m o c ra t ic  party .

And he  d id  no t s e e m  e n th u s ia s t ic  fo r  G eorge  W allace  whom h e  c o n s id e re d  

qu ite  s tro n g .

I w as  ju s t  about to e x h au s t  the i n te r e s t  of the p lace  a n d  c o n c e rn e d  

abou t w hen  I could  take m y  g u e s ts  h o m e. F in a l ly  I d rove  b a c k  to the m a in  

h ouse  an d  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  r e l i e f  saw  Lyndon 's  c o n v e r t ib le  j u s t  going a r o u n d  

the b a r n  conveying  S e c r e ta r y  W eaver  and Joe  C alifano  and  the K a is e r s  to 

the p lane . I t  w as  only l a t e r  tha t I l e a r n e d  the tre m e n d o u s ly  exciting  n a tu r e  

of th e i r  v i s i t .  T he s e e d s  go b a c k  to our v i s i t  to K a ra c h i  in  P a k i s t a n  in  '62 - -  

o r  w a s  i t  6 l? - -  an d  a  h o us ing  d eve lopm en t that we saw  th e r e  - -  the w hole 

l i t t l e  c i ty  - -  in  the p r o c e s s  of being bu il t  ac tu a l ly .  I t  w as  p la n n e d  and 

d es ig n e d  by  Doxia d i s  - -  the G re e k  a r c h i te c t .  And Lyndon h a d  been

e c s ta t ic  w ith  i t  then  and  had  n e v e r  fo rg o t te n  it s in ce  an d  had  ta lk e d  to

d o zen s  of housing  people , a r c h i t e c t s  - -  everybody  th ro u g h  the  f ra m e w o rk  

of G o v ern m en t.  F in a l ly  he w as d e te rm in e d  in h is  l a s t  few m o n th s  to  g e t  

so m e th in g  lik e  th is  p ro d u ced  in o u r  co u n try  - -  tha t is  s m a l l  hou s in g  u n i ts  

not m o r e  than sa y  500 sq u a re  f e e t  w ith m in im u m  p lum bing f a c i l i t i e s  th a t
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could  be so ld  fo r  $5 ,0 0 0  p e r  h o u se .  And now a t  l a s t  he h as  j u s t  cha llenged  

K a is e r  to p ro d u ce  a  p ro to ty p e ,  a n d  they  a r e  going to do i t  in A u s tin ,  T e x a s  

an d  b e fo re  Lyndon is  out of office. About 10 d if fe re n t  c o n t r a c to r s  a r e  

going to p ro d u c e  one ea c h  and see  w h a t 's  the low es t they  c a n  c o m e  out 

on it ,  tha t  i s  in  w hat s o r t  of m a te r ia l  - -  hollow  tile  o r  b r i c k  o r  wood.

It i s  an  exc it ing  p ro sp e c t ,  and  who knows m ay b e  a s tep  up in  pu tt ing  

h o m e  o w n ersh ip  w ith in  the r e a c h  of v e r y  poor p eop le .  So in  a  m o m e n t  

Lyndon w as  b a c k  g re e t in g  the S ena to r  and  h is  f r ie n d s  w a rm ly .  T h e re  

w a s  a l s o  a  M r. D a rn e i l le  in  the g roup  w ith  h is  two sons , and  I  w a s n 't  s u r e  

w h e th e r  they  ha d co m e in  a  s e p a ra te  p lane . So confusing  is  th is  day.

So leav in g  S en a to r  E a s t la n d  an d  p a r ty  w ith  Lyndon I w e n t  back  in  

to  jo in  M ax and  Roy, only an  h o u r  la te .  We w o rk ed  in  the s i t t in g  room  - -  

m y  v e r y  f a v o r i te  room  in  the whole h ouse  on the big  p ro b le m  of the P a r k  

a c r o s s  the r i v e r  . I t  s e e m s  th e i r  f i r m  h a s  b een  a s k e d  by W ill E d w ard  Odom  

to m a k e  p ro p o s a ls  fo r  the ex tended  budget. My only  in s is te n c e  w as that 

they w o rk  w ith  the Na tio n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e  w hich  w as  a l r e a d y  w o rk in g  on an  

o v e r a l l  p lan  fo r  the P a r k .  And then  w e w ent on to the s m a l l  p ro b le m s  of 

m y  d r e s s in g  ro o m  and  H elen  and  G e r t ru d e ' s ro o m s  an d  ba th . T h is  c o m p lex  

i s  any th ing  bu t s ta t ic .  T h e re  i s  a lw ay s  som eth ing  new going on.

C lo se  to 6:00 I  s a id  goodbye to M ax an d  p a r ty  and  w en t to  jo in  ' 

Lyndon and  the S en a to r  a t  the R ea g an  Ranch. T h ey  w e re  r id in g  a ro u n d  in  

the c o n v e r t ib le  w ith  the top down v e r y  sk illfu lly  in te rw eav in g  fa rm in g  an d  

p o l i t ic s  in  the  c o n v e r s a t io n .  I th ink  Lyndon w as try in g  to b lu n t  E a s t la n d 's
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h o s t i l i ty  to F o r ta s  - -  if not to win h im  o v er  - -  a n d  that m a y  not b e  

p o s s ib le  - -  he is  a  v e ry  d e te rm in e d  m an , a  p o s it iv e  m an . At l e a s t  to 

d ra w  off any  venom  he m a y  have , to exp la in  F o r ta s  a s  we know h im .

I t  w as  an  in te re s t in g  h o u r .  The r a i l l e r y ,  r e m in is c e n c e s ,  p lay  o f  th e ir  

two p e r s o n a l i t i e s  - -  r a t h e r  like two b o x e r s  dancing  a ro u n d  in  th e  ring  

exchang ing  b low s, but good n a tu re d .  M eanw hile  we w e re  a l l  h av in g  

a  l i t t l e  r e f r e s h m e n t ,  a lthough  I b e c a u s e  of th is  a i lm e n t  w h ich  i s  beginning 

to be t e r r i b l y  b o r in g  - -  a  v e ry  unexc it ing  r e f r e s h m e n t .  M r.  B ig lan e  

and  M r.  S ch u rd en  w e re  c h a r a c t e r s .  I  fe l t  the u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e m .

It i s  p ro d u c e d  by hav ing  b een  b o rn  a n d  xiac r a i s e d  in  v e r y  m u ch  the  sam e 

reg io n . B ut I  sh iv e r  to th ink  w hat an  e a s t e r n  w r i t e r  w ould  have  done 

w ith  them  w ith  th e i r  w o rd s ,  th e i r  p o l i t ic a l  and  s o c ia l  v iew s , t h e i r  w onderfu l 

a c c e n t .  Som ew hat to m y  s u r p r i s e  they  w e re  a rd e n t  L B J  s u p p o r te r s ,  and  

fo r  a l l  the r ig h t  r e a s o n s  I thought. T hey  saw  in  h im  ju s t  the s a m e  s o r t  of 

ch am p io n  of the poo r fo lks  tha t I do - -  a  p ra c t ic a l ,  e a r th y ,  d e te rm in e d ,  

s o m e t im e s  sk e p tic a l ,  a lw ay s  hopeful, b e l ie v e  th a t  you c a n  do som eth ing  

abou t m a n  an d  h is  t ro u b le s .  And to a  m an , a l l  th re e  of them  w e r e  in s is t in g  

th a t  Lyndon w as  the only m an  fo r  the D e m o c ra t ic  p a r ty  in  the co m in g  

e lec t io n .  How s u rp r i s in g  this is ,  com ing  f ro m  th re e  s ta u n c h  M is s i s s ip p ia n s .

F in a l ly  a f t e r  .we had  seen  e v e ry  cow and bu ll  on the p la c e  and a lm o s t  

e v e r y  b lade  of g r a s s  - -  and  that goes fo r  both  s id e s  of the Sch a r n h o r s t  and  

the  D a n z  and  the M a r t in  a s  w ell  - -  and  even the au c t io n  b a r n  to  which

■ I
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Lyndon h a d  tak en  them  a s  a l a s t  show of w hat w as  happening  in th is  

co u n try .

We f in a lly  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  the auc tion  b a r n  by  h e l ic o p te r  ju s t  a t  

s u n se t  p ro m is in g  S en a to r  E a s t la n d  th a t  he w ould be b ack  w ith  his  

g ra n d d a u g h te r  - -  h is  6 - y e a r  old g ra n d d a u g h te r  had  la c e d  a l l  of h is  

c o n v e r s a t io n  a l l  a f te rn o o n .  And a t  long l a s t  we had  h im  b a c k  a t  the p lane 

w ith  goodbyes ju s t  b e fo re  d a rk  cam e .

T he  K r im s  w e re  th e re  a t  the h o u se , and  Tom Jo h n so n  and  D o r is  

K e a rn s  an d  J im  Jo n es  an d  M a rie .  And we a l l  s a t  down fo r  d in n e r .  M eals  

u nhapp ily  m e a n  v e r y  l i t t le  to m e th e se  days b e c a u se  th e re  i s  nothing f i t  

to ea t  th a t  I am  eating . And a s  fo r  p o o r  d e a r  Lyndon - -  he h a d  put h im s e l f  

a t  once upon r e tu rn in g  f ro m  the h o s p i ta l  on T h u rsd a y  on the liqu id  d ie t  in  

p r e p a ra t io n  fo r  the M onday te s t s .  A lthough he d id n 't  have to b eg in  i t  u n t i l  

S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g .  All in  a l l  fo r  two people  that a r e  su p p o se d  to be h a lf  

w ay  s ic k  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  v e r y  full,  v e r y  busy , exciting  day.


