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I was up early, had a swim with Lyndon -- about 20 laps.
Tom Johnson and Jim Jones were in, an‘d.Ma;:ie Fehmer too. And

Marie -- at last Lyndon is achieving one of his ambitions -- he's

‘getting Marie taugh; to swim.

And then Bernice Burg came and gave me a new hair-do, and~
under the dry.ér I finished the envelope of mail to sign and pictures to -

autdgfaph that Ashton had sent down. Today was going to be a busyb_ '

day with almpét as much air'i traffic as Du;lles:. The first plane would

be the Vice Preéident and Mui'igl. "I did rio_t emerge from under thé

_ dryer in time to iﬁeet them; Lyndon did and took them riding. And I

joinedi,them at the Cedar house a little before 12:00. We came back
to the main-house,'and',sa'._t in the yard. I passed bloody marys and draft

beef. And then we went into lunch about 12:30. Hubert and Muriel and

- Bill ’Cbonnell -- his AA, and Marsha Shepherd’-- his pretty secretary,’ | L '

and Doris Keérns and Jim Jones and Tom Johnson ah_d Marie and Mathilde

Krim whq_had airiv‘ed last night and was our house guest, |
: }'Hubert*w»'as‘-his'ebulliént, bappy self. He looked fit and healthy

o - reye . _ : S -
once again after his % And so did Muriel, Her clothes are darling

now. She told me about her plans. She will travel mostly with Hubert.

Later when she goes off by herself she will try in each town to follow a

pattern of either a lunch or a reception with Democratic women to talk

.on t‘h‘e subject that she knows best to some appropriate group -- child :
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health, with a special emphasis.on retarded children. And a press

meeting with which she is loathe to call a press conference. We are

‘somewhat aliké' -- 'she and I. Neither of us think we have ahything big

enough to call a press conference for. But a discussion -- now that's

- different. 1 made one forthright request ovaub_ert, laughingly s.say'i'n»g

that whoever was the :r;éxtr President of the United States I had one favor

I wanted to ask andm_now is my chance to ask him -- if he wound up
in fha.t big house, would he please keep Blanco. Blanco is a pa.triciari.

The White House lawn is the perfect setting for him. At the Ranch he

‘is scared of the cattle. He used 'to be scared of thevpe'acocks -- of

everything that is strange. And he beats a retreat for the house, the

P_resident's room and finally under the' President's bed.
W¢ discussed with happy frankness o_ur'oéiz;i.ons of the _McGovérné _
and Senator McC'a.rthy'.‘ Hubert: and Muriel and their party left about 3:.00
‘ g;zd a flur:;y of arriValé; . Earlier at a quietef time Ihé.d phonéé_koy :
o ’>W>hit_e' and asked i£ he c.ouldb corﬁe out; He Wénted to ‘b.x;ing Max B.roqks '

with him. And t_hey arrived as a threesome éctually with another fnember_

of the firm just as I was taking Muriel and Hubert to t_hé airport.. And

then there was a flurry of arrivals. The Washington shuttle bringing

Secre'tary‘ Weaver and Joe Califano and Mrs, Middleton and their four
_ ch_iidren_. And at the same time -- and I am ﬁot_sﬁre whether they came

ina sRap separate plane or not, though I think they did -- Edgar Kaiser
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and his son and an assistant. We got the message that Senator

- Eastland's plé.ne was circling and about to land. Instinctively I thought

that Senator Eastland and Secreté ry Weaver wouldn't be exactly cozy

‘little ‘cvompany, 5o perhaps I could be usefullby’mveeting Senator Eastland :

and eritér_taining fhgm in drivipg the‘m around the pla‘ce while -Lyndo.v‘n L
conéucl;'ed his busin_ess with_the .’ Secreta;rf -- and the Kaiser groﬁp. |
Bﬁ.t ﬂ_rét 1 qui_clﬂyv 'd‘.r’tk)_ye Mrs:. Middietoﬁ' and the‘four children down
to the aide's office, asl.ced’fof a; car to take them into to-w_n - co'ke.s or -
refféshﬁments or a;ﬁyfhing? "'NQ. ;.Avnd then bac‘:k‘just‘:'in time t6 be at. tl"xev; |
foot o‘f’the_‘ ra£np és 'fhe ‘Senatorb devscended. He Was accompanied by two
frie_ﬁds -- i) A. Biglane an‘dbw‘. .0. Sf:hur‘den. And I relaxed happilly”
into thé'acctents of the deep Soufh. I made apolo.gies for Lyhdon, vasked :
them to getil\ in with me and "let's s_e.e something of the place while he;s :
attending t& some business and then w.'evwc‘mld join him. " So. we drove‘
‘down by the graveyard -- no unfamili-ar' Sighg for‘Miss'i’ssippianls, and the
house where Lynd‘on‘was‘ born and around lo’oki‘ng at t}ie.cattie. I’-.Iov;r.‘éroudly
displayedvt};e ";éa'stal Bex;mu.cla';, ' Yeé; th;.ay had'"co‘a.stal .]'3errnuda'." in |
Missis ._si_ppi 41-. pl_enty éf 1t | This thef thought was. migh'ty fine. "‘Tvll.ley were
excéediﬁ‘gly“complirﬁentary oﬁf 0'l1]..." registt‘aljed cattlg. o
Seﬁator'Eastlar;d-wa.s‘deter.mined to talk politics.. He said, ',;'You '
know your husbahci is gbing-‘to be norhinated‘don't yoﬁ?"_ I‘ saidi,' "No:,_vSir;,

‘not at all. There is not going to be any movement of that sort -- that is
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not withv_ény fdr;é behind it. | And if he were, he wouldn't ;.cc'ept; "t
He séefr;e& somehow t'éken back:-—va little disbeligving --as thbugh
1 ha.d.hoped i't w,ould‘.h>app’er‘1‘ that‘wé.y. But bfelatively“ﬁn.shaken in his‘convié?
tion. "fY»c')u knoﬁ_Hubert ca'n"tfmake it, | He’s not catching on." As ‘li.t‘tle.i
é.s théy see eye to éye, as much aLs .lieé betwe:én thém, he woﬁld ?a;fher.: _
see Ly#don_ﬁominated th;n Vanybc‘)d.y nov'& befbreitheDenﬂééraﬁic pa..rty. R
: 4'And; Ae._-did ix_ot seem eﬂthﬁsiéstic for George Wallace whom h'ev;on‘side'réd
" quite strong. - |
= 1 W_a's Just about to .exhauSt the interest qf thé p;la.'ce and co.'ncerned
é;bout wher; I could ta;ke my guest's ‘home. 'F"i'na'.lly I drove back to the main |
house aﬁd Qvit}; considerable relief saw Lyndbn‘s c‘onve‘rt‘ible just.goin;g aroﬁnd '
" the barnltl:onveyinvg. Secretgry Weaver an& J§e Califano and thé‘ Kaisérs to
the plane. It was only later that Ilearned the trerﬁéndéusly exciting nature
of their visit. The sgeas go back to our visit to Karachi in Pal;istan in 162 --
or was it 61? --anda housing'dveve'lopmeﬁt that we'sa'w theré -~ the ‘\-vir.ioleve
little cit)} -- in the process of béing built actually., It was planned a.nd  |
designed by Doxie.’OtiSt' -- the Greek az_'chit-éct. And Ljncioﬁ hé.d béen .
ecstéti.c; Wifh itAthen and héd hevef forgotten it since and had talkéd to
vdozehs of housing people, a'rchvitects -- everybody tﬂrough the framework
of Gove'r’nmAer_lt. f‘ir;aily he was detefrr.xiried,in hig la..ét'f'e_wmmonths to get
so‘me‘thing like this _produced in our c_oﬁntry -- that ié small ho\ising \;‘m.it.s

not more than say 500 square feet with minimum plumbing facilities that
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‘could be sold for $5, 000 per house. And now at last he has just-challenged
Kaiser to prdducé a prototype, and they are going to do it in Austin,‘ Texas
and before Lyndon is out of office. About 10 different contractors are -

going to produce one each andlse,e what's the lowest they can come out

on it, that is in what sort of _:ma;térial -~ hollow tile or brick or wood.

It is a.n“en‘:'c‘:iting‘éirbspec't, a.nd who knows ﬁnaybe- a stef: up ir_x' puttix;g
hqme 6Wners.lr;ip“}ii;h'i'r‘1‘the reac.:h ’bf verv'y pbof people. So ~in a inofne'nt
: Lynd'o‘n' '{;Qas back éfeéting ti:xe .:Sé'nator and ﬁis ffieﬁdswérmly.h There-
Qas also aI'Mrv;' Da>.rn.ei‘11e iﬁ vtheq éroup v;;ith 'his tw'o gdjn?-x; 'a.;1d I wa;sn?t sure
whether thgy had édl;he iﬁ a ée_pa;é.té plane. So conAfu‘s_ing is thi:s d’a‘y.‘
.S;) lea.ving; Ser.mto.r’ Eastlan.d‘ ar;d pé.rty W1th Lynﬁoﬁ Iiwent‘ ba,ﬁ_k in
to joiq-Maw‘c‘ a.nd‘ Roy,4 only a.;nﬁ hour‘late. We Qvor‘ked .in thé sittiﬁg robrﬁ -
my verjr'favorite room in'thé' wﬁole house on the Big prbbl‘er.n of the Paric
- across the fiver . It seems their firm has been ask.e;i‘ bf Wﬂl Edwar'& Odam
to mal.&e. propbéais for the extendéd budgét. My 6n1y i’nsi.s'tence Wés thal;l
' thei work\mth tl};e:' natmna.l Palr,k Service wh1ch wé‘s al;eé.df workir.l’.g.Ao:.'L én '
overali télan fof fhg i'-’ark.’ And then we w‘;ve.nb.t on ;o the _smail pifobléms of
- my drea§ing room-anci H'elenvan‘d Gertrude's rbomé and bath.' r:[‘h‘is corﬁplex_
is ‘a‘.nvything' but static. There ‘is always something new going on.
i V'AClose"to 6:00 1 said goodbye to Max and party and went tc;. jbi_n =
_-Lyndon and the Senator .ai the Reagén Ranch. They v}ere riding around in '
the convér;ible wifh the top ddw‘n_ ve.n‘y skillfully interyvea.ving farming and

_‘politics in the conversation. I think Lyndon was trying to blunt Eastland's
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-hostility to Fortas -~ if not to win him over -- and that may not be
_possible -- he isa very determined man, a positive man. At least to

dréw. qff any venc‘;.rn he may have, to e#plé.ifi Fortas .,as we know h1m
It’wa',v‘s an interesting hour. The raillery, réfniniscences, play‘o_f fheir
two‘*éersonalitigs -- rath_ef like tw.o boxers dgncing around in thé r»i.ng ’
evxc.hvav.nging blows, but gooci natured. _'.Meaﬁwhile we were all ha;ving

a little refresi&neht, althdugh 1 becauée of thi;s a;ilmént which is béginning ,
to be tverribly' boring. --a veri unexciting iéfreshmept. Mr Bi‘glang ‘
a.hd,Mr. Schurden"were characters. I‘ fglt th'e.understanding of them.

It is producec.l by havingkb'ee.n born a.t;d xﬁ faised in‘veryvmuc.h_ the Sam'e' -

region. But I shiver to think what an eastern writer would have done

" with them with their words; their political and social views, their wonderful .'.'

accent. Somewhat to rhy surprise they were ardent LBJ su_ppor‘tyevrs, and

for all the right reasons I thvbugh_t.. They saw in him just the same sort of

- champion of thé poor folks that I do -- a pré.ctica.l, earthy, determined,

‘sometimes skeptical, alWays hopefql; believe that you can do soxhéthing

about man and his troubles. And to a man, -all three of them were insisfing

that Lynddn Wa_s the only .ma;n-for the Democratic_pa.rty'in the coming

~ election. How surprising this is, coming from three staunch Mississippians.

Finally after we had seen every cow and bull on the place and almost
every blade of grass -- and that goes for both sides of the Sharnhorst and

the Dantz and the Martin as well -- and even the auction barn tb which
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'Lyndon had taken them as a last show of what was happening in this

- country.

"~ We finally returned from the auction barn by helicopter just at
sunset promising Senator Eastland that he would be back with his"
‘granddaughter -- his é-yeér- old granddaughtér had laced all of his

conversation all 'afternobn. - And at long last we had him back at the plane

- with goodbyes just before dark came.

. The Krims were there at the houéé, and Tom Johnson and D_oris
Kearns and Jim Jones and Marie. And we all sat down for dinner. Meals
unhappily mean vefy little to me these days because there is nothiﬁg fit

to eat that I am eating. And as for poor dear Lyndod -~ he had put himself

~ at once upon returning from the hospital on Thursday on the liquid diet in .

preparation for the Monday tests. Although he didn't have to begin it untilll

| Saturday.morning. All in all for two people that are supposed to be half

way- sick it had been a very full, very busy, exciting day.




