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S e c r e t a r y  R u sk  and  D ick  H e lm s  and  Cy Vance a r r i v e d  by p lane 

e a r l y  - -  abou t 10:30 - -  and  they sa t  on the law n w ith  Lyndon and ta lked . 

D ean looked  r e s t e d  and  re la x e d .  He h a s  b een  looking so  t i r e d  and 

h a r a s s e d  fo r  m onths  th a t  i t  h a s  w o r r i e d  m e .  His s m ile  w as  r e a d y  and  

b ro a d ,  a n d  he w as  e s p e c ia l ly  i n te r e s t e d  in the John so n  School of P u b lic  

A f fa i r s .  I  a s k e d  h im  p la in  out if he w ould com e down an d  m ak e  a  ta lk  

w hen we have  o u r  launching  c e re m o n y  p ro b ab ly  in  J a n u a ry  of 1970 o r  

no t l a t e r  than tha t  Spring . He a ls o  to ld  Lyndon tha t  he  w ould  like  to be 

'  he lp fu l in  any  w ay  he could.
/ - V  ' , ■

I About 12:00 M r. Nixon a r r iv e d .  B land, c o rd ia l ,  S p iro  Agnew

d e scen d in g  the p lane  beh ind  h im . And I co u ld n 't  he lp  bu t f e e l  s o r r y  fo r  

h im .  The p a p e r s  h ad  b e e n  so fu ll of a l l  the la u g h te r  a t  h i s  s e le c t io n  fo r  

the V ice  P re s id e n c y .  F o u r  a id e s  c a m e  along. We a c tu a l ly  had  been  

ex p ec tin g  two. So we m ad e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  fo r  two of them  to  have  lunch  

down a t  the g u es t  h o u se .  And sw ee t M a r ie  F e h m e r  d id  y e o m a n 's  s e rv ic e  

I convey ing  them  a ro u n d  to see  the R an ch  an d  keep ing  them  e n te r ta in e d .
s ' -  • ■ ■ ■ ■ .

I I  h ad  c a l le d  P a t  the n ight b e fo re  to invite  h e r  and  M r s .  Agnew

I  to  c o m e  a long  to lunch. She s a id  she  h ad  b e t te r  not b e c a u s e  of a  s ic k

d a u g h te r  w ith  a  s o re  th ro a t  and  fe v e r  an d  she should  s ta y  in  the  ho te l 

ro o m  w ith  h e r .  B ut she did s a y  "I've a lw ays  w an ted  to s e e  y o u r  R anch ."  

A c tu a l ly  we w ould  have had  a lo t to ta lk  abou t w ith  a l l  o u r  m u tu a l  y e a r s  

in  the Senate  L a d ie s .  And I w as  s o r r y  she d id n 't  co m e . B ut th e re  a r e
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two s id e s  to it,  and  I w e lco m ed  the f re e d o m  I have to do h o u sek eep in g  

w hen Lyndon h a s  w hat is  obv iously  su ch  a  p u re ly  s tag  m e e t in g  a s  th is .

Lyndon w as  so c o u r te o u s  and  a ffab le  - -  ev en  w a r m .  And both 

Nixon an d  Agnew the s a m e  way. I cou ld  se e  tha t Lyndon  h a d  c o n s id e ra b le  

sy m p a th y  fo r  Agnew, augmented I am  s u r e  a s  w as  m in e  by the c r u e l

t r e a tm e n t  the p r e s s  h a s  b een  giving h im .  In o u r  c a s e  I f in d  th a t  you 

a r e  qu ite  e a s y  a ro u n d  f o r m e r  a d v e r s a r i e s .  T h e re  i s  no fen ce  of venom  

o r  r a n c o r  o r  a b r a s iv e n e s s .  We both know a  b i t  of what i t ' s  l ike .  

H ow ever ,  i t  is  m uch  e a s i e r  to le t  y o u r  t e m p e ra tu re  r i s e  w h en  you a r e  

dea lin g  w ith  so m e t im e  f r ie n d s ,  w ith  m e m b e r s  of the s a m e  p a r ty  o r  

m e m b e r s  of the s a m e  A d m in is t r a t io n .

T h ey  w o rk ed  in  the Y ellow  Sitting Room fo r  abou t a n  h o u r  and  a  

ha lf .  A nd then  I took them  into  lunch w ith  Dean R u sk  on m y  r ig h t  an d  

Spiro  Agnew on m y  le f t  and  M r . Nixon on L yndon 's  r ig h t .  We had  p lanned  

a  d e l ic io u s  lunch  - -  s te a k  an d  f r e s h  c o rn .  I found m y s e l f  c o n s id e r in g  

them  r a th e r  s p e c ia l  com pany . We w an ted  to put our  b e s t  foot fo rw a rd .  

You w onder  if  you a r e  looking a t  the nex t P r e s id e n t  of the U nited  S ta te s ,  

o r  w e re  you looking a t  h im  y e s te rd a y .  And I w as  v e r y  c a r e f u l  to get 

t h e i r  s ig n a tu re s  r ig h t  on the nex t page w ith  H u b e r t 's  and  M urie l 's .

I t w as  a  p le a sa n t ,  c a re fu l ,  good h u m o re d  lunch, a n d  they le f t  

r ig h t  a f te rw a rd s  - -  a  l i t t le  p a s t  two. And then Lyndon an d  Dean and  Cy 

and  Dick H e lm s  ta lk ed  fo r  a n o th e r  h o u r .  And then  the W ash ing ton  sh u tt le
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re tu rn e d .

W h a tev e r  th is  a i lm e n t  I  have  had, i t  c e r ta in ly  le a v e s  m e  w eak.

And I am  a l l  too e a g e r  to l ie  down and  r e s t  in  the a f te rn o o n  - -  s o m e t im e s  

to even  s le e p  - -  often  to r e a d ,  "N ich o la s  and  A le x a n d ra " . B u t  the jew el 

of the day is  a  la te  evening , a ro u n d  su n se t .  So about 6:30 I  s e t  out w ith  

Lyndon and  M a r i e  an d  J im  an d  we to u re d  the D a n z  and  the 80 A c re s  an d  

w en t f o r  the u m pteen th  t im e  to the M exican  h ouse  - -  the o ld  D a n z  h o u se .

I t  i s  r e a l l y  h i l a r io u s  how m uch  a t te n t io n  Lyndon h a s  g iven to it  - -  

su p e rv is in g  - -  ge tting  i t  pa in ted , m oving in old fu rn i tu re ,  send ing  J a m e s  

out to buy lino leum  an d  put i t  down. We got the w o rd  that the  K r im s  h a d  

a r r i v e d .  T h ey  jo ined  us  on the M a r t in  and  we continued  r id in g .  At l e a s t  

tw ice  a  covey  of q u a i ls  f lu sh ed  in  f ro n t  of u s .  And the tu rk e y s  a r e  h av in g  

a  lo t  of l i t t l e  ones .  And the m o s t  de ligh tfu l ones a r e  the faw ns w hich a r e  

now no lo n g e r  b a b ie s .  They  a r e  s tu rd y  and  ru n  w ith  g r e a t  g r a c e  and  

e n d u ra n c e .  We have som e l i t t le  an te lo p e  too. T h a t  is  so m e th in g  of a  

t r iu m p h .

We d ro v e  u n ti l  dusk . A n o th er  p lane a r r i v e d  b r in g in g  the P o s t m a s t e r  

G e n e ra l  and  M ario n  W atson. We p icked  them  up and  con tinued  r id in g  u n t i l  

b la c k  d a r k  d ro v e  us  in, to find  A. W. and M a r ia l le n  an d  J e s s i e  H un te r  

w a it in g  fo r  u s .  I  had  te lephoned  them  e a r l i e r  to com e fo r  d in n e r .

T h e  r a d io  had  r e p o r t e d  th a t  M cG overn  had  jum ped  into the r a c e  

fo r  the P r e s id e n c y  sp o n so re d  it  a p p e a re d  by a  lo t of the Bobby Kennedy a id e s .
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How re la x in g  i t  is  to look a t  th is  f ro m  the d is ta n c e  of a  non- 

c o m p e t i to r  - -  a  f i r s t  thought and  a continuing one fo r  the l a s t  12 o r  so 

d ay s  th a t  I  have b een  dea ling  w ith  w h a te v e r  i t  i s  h as  b een  th an k  the L o rd  

I d o n 't  have  to faceup  to a cam p a ig n . And m y  f i r s t  thought w hen  they 

h a d  to ld  Lyndon a t  B ro o k es  abou t the d iff icu lty  he m ig h t be fac in g  - -  

w hat w as  r e v e a le d  in the X - ra y s  - -  m y  f i r s t  thought w as tha t i t ' s  p ro v id e n tia l .  

Once m o r e  it  i s  p ro v id e n tia l  that we a r e  not in  a  cam paign .

We had  d in n e r  a  l i t t le  a f t e r  9:00 a s  is  u su a l  on s u m m e r  even in g s ,

 ̂ - And then  n e a r ly  everybody  w en t out to the h a n g a r  to w a tch  a  W es te rn

' "H ang 'Em H igh". But M a r ia l le n  an d  J e s s ie  and  Luc i - -  a  c h e e r fu l

v o lu n te e r  - -  and  I  s e t t le d  down fo r  a b r id g e  gam e. I found th a t  I could 

not p lay  long. I s im p ly  h a d  a  s to m a c h  ache  tha t co m e s  in  w a v e s  and g ro w s  

so s e v e re  I  th ink  I am  going to fa in t.  And then  r e c e d e s .  A nd I am  not 

u s e d  to be ing  s ic k .  I r a i l  a g a in s t  i t ,  bu t  that does not so lve  it .  So 

about 11:00 I le f t  them  an d  w en t to bed.

u


